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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This historic site, which is located on a 7.6 acre
tract, includes 9 buildings. The buildings, all
constructed in the summer of 1909, are very similar

in nature being constructed of brick, poured concrete,
wood and steel. The signal facilities consist of the
octagonal brick light tower, which houses the original
two-paneled lens manufactured in Paris, the attached
service building and the fog signal building. These
two structures were built on a solid rock dome which
rises 15 feet above the land behind. Back of these

two buildings is the original fuel oil storage building
now used for paint and general storage. Of the re-
maining six structures three are two-story brick
dwellings and three are wood frame barns. Except for
minor changes in the use of some of the buildings, such
as the barns being used as garages and the introduction
of electric lights in the mid 1900s, there have been

no major changes at this site in the last 60 years.
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The Split Rock Lighthouse, a nationally famous, scenic point
of interest on Lake Superior‘s-North Shore Drive is one of
Minnesota's last two lighthouses still standing. The other
ig a small lighthouse at Two Harbors, Minnesota, built in
1892.

As early as.l857, the territorial legislature of Minnesota
petitioned Eongress for the Split Rock Lighthouse by formal
memorial. It wasn't until 1907, after Minnesota's Mesabi
Iron Range had been in operation for over five years and
after many years of constant demands by mariners, that
Congress finally authorized construction of the light. The
main reason the light was required on the west end of Lake
Superior was that the cargoes of high grade iron ore coupled
with the iron ore deposits in the lake basin caused the
compass needle to deflect greatly from true north. This
deviation from true north caused more than one ship, relying
on the compass reading and not knowing where they were, to
run aground in the shallows of the rocky coast.

Construction of the lighthouse and buildjiags was begun

in June and finished in October, 1909. he construction
of this complex was an engineering and logistics feat in
itself since there were no roads in this wilderness of
swamps, forests, and underbrush. This meant that all men
and materials had to be brought over the lake and hauled
up the face of the 124 foot cliff.

The lighthouse started operations in August 1910 with a
staff of three under the administration of the Bureau of
Lighthouses. The U.S. Coast Guard took over opeation of
the light in 1939 and later, in the early 1940s, cut the
crew to two men. This lighthouse has been maintained in
immaculate condition over the years with no buildings added
or removed from the original plan.

The U.S. Coast Guard has declared the lighthouse surplus to

their needs and removed their personnel from the site. The
property is now in the hands of the General Services Ad-

ministration for disposal.




Adamson, Hans C., Keepers of the Lights

(N.Y., Greenberg
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NAME AND TITLE:

John R, Ferguson

ORGANIZATION

Minnesota Historical Society

DATE

L/23/69

STREET AND NUMBER:

690 Cedar Street

CITY OR TOWN:

St. Paul

CODE

Minnesota 55101 22

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

State &)

National Local [

Name

titte Directer, Minn, Hist. Soc,

State Liaison Officer for
Minnesota

Date A'Dl"il 23, 1969

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

y UUAA Xy
ational Register

JUN 2 © 1969

Date
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