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I N D I V I D U A L D A T A S H E E T 

General Description 

Code: PR-079 

~ .Name: Bethel House ( -r !\.. ·~~-to /.......,.. ...,... r<.) 
1 

/ Address: Erwi];). and 2nd ; f--> . 

Congressional District: ~cond 

Current Owner: Ed Rieke 

v Des Arc, Arkansas Address : Erwin and 2nd 
..,.- County: Prairie Des Arc,Arkansas 72040 

Architectural Information 

Architectural Firm: Charles Thompson 

Date of Construction: 1918 Stylistic Influence: Craftsman 

Original Use: Residence Present Use: Residence 

Geographical Information 

UTM Reference: lS 637440/3871160 Acreage: Less than one 

Verba 1 Boundary Description: · Watkins Survey 

Condition 

x Excellent 
--:Good 

Fair --· 

Block 39, Lots 1, 2, 3 , 

Deteriorated 
----Ruins 
__ Unexposed 

X Unaltered 
_ ___:A 1 tered 
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Code: PR-079 (Erwin and 2nd, DesArc, AR) 

Physical Description 

This one-and-one-half-story house is faced with weatherboards. The very 
broad cross gable which extends across the entire front of this house 
provides a dominant note of simplicity and unity. The main block of the 
house is capped by a composition shingle gable roof; an open porch with 
gable roof projects on the north side elevation. Supporting the cross 
gable, under which the porch is subsumed, are clusters of simple box 
columns on high rusticated stone plinths. Twin columns are- ~laced at 
the porch entrance and clusters of three columns uphold_ the corners. 
The rusticated stone of the high plinths and the pseudo hal;f-timbering 
of the front gable provide variegated and interesting textural e;f;fects. 
A group of four small multi-paned windows appears in the front gable .• 
The sash windows in the house have six-over-one-lights. 

Statement of Significance 

The H. B. Bethel House in Des Arc is a simple §Jnall-town ho;m.e deaigned 
by Charles L. Thompson in 1918. The house is located across a spad.ous 
lawn from a large Foursquare design, the :8'. B. Bethel House (Jisted on 

Page? 

the NR 1978). The small Craftsman design of the H. B. Beth.el House. 
features a single, large, low, front gable, adding an unusual and dx-amatic 
effect to the small house. Sturdy box columns set on rusticated stone 
bases support the porch. Rich in textural effects through the use of 
pseudo half-timbering and rusticated stone, the H. B. Beth.el House is a 
complementary contrast to the larger Bethel House in the same block. 
This attractive house reflects the firm's conscientiqu:; e;f;forts to -·­
produce designs of quality for simple modest-sized houses. 

\ 
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STRUCTURES IN ARKANSAS REPRESENTED BY THE 
CHARLES L. THOMPSON DESIGN COLLECTION -
A THEMATIC GROUP 
Code Number: PR-079 (Bethel House) 
Erwin and Second Streets, Des Arc, Arkansas 

Photographed by: Sandra Taylor Smith 
April, 1982 
Negative on file at AHPP 
Viewed from the East 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

STRUCTURES IN ARKANSAS REPRESENTED BY THE 
CHARLES L, THOMPSON DESIGN COLLECTION 
A THEMATIC GROUP 

Des Arc, Prairie 
Quadrangle Name: 
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Scale: 1:24,000 
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Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 

Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aeria l 
photographs taken 1966. Field checked 1968 

Polyconic proj ection . 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grid based on Arkansas coordinate system, south zone 
lOOO·meter Uni versal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 15, shown in blue 

Fine red dashed lines ind icate selec ted fence and fie ld lin es where 
general ly visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked 

15 637440/3871160 

* MN 
GN I .~ 

6" 
O"S4' ll/ 107 MILS 

16 MI LS 

UTM GRID AND 1968 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECLI NATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 

COTTON PLANT (VIA ARK. 38J II MI. 
5 MI. TO JUNC. ARK. 33 & 38 

27 1 30 11 

FOR 

~~~~l 

I 
I 

-~ ·-···-··· 

I 

SCALE 124 000 1 MILE 
I 0 2 

1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET 

I .5 0 1 KILOMETER 

CONTO UR INTERVAL 5 FEET 
DATUM IS MEA N SEA LEVEL 

· TH IS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 

SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242 
AND BY THE ARKANSAS GEOLOGICAL COMMISSION, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 722Dl 

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

........................... -....... 

" J 11-----
11 • 

II 
II 

'" " II 

DES ARC EAST QUADRANGLE 
ARKANSAS 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
NW/4 DE VALLS BLUFF 15' QUADRANGLE 

i- ~{.) 
,,, ~'V~ 

''~o~ 
o" ,0 

II 

---·---- ·-- -- ·----·---*~-7~- - ·----·---~·---- ·---- ·-t~::;:;~-: .. ~~-~~:-=-::-:~:;~f/-;;:--~-- · ---- · ---

.___ 
'-.___ 

.___ 

I ... ,~; 
QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

ll 
II 
II 

" II 
II 

" 

..... 
~-_.,.._ - .,.,._ -- .......... 

... 

.. 

~ 

"' " 

H I L L 

Medium-duty 

~ .......... 
~--!!!.'­

~~ 

--->!'-_-41-,.._-
70 ~ollio..,. ~ 

-- -~. 

~ 

-~---.,jo,_ .......... -~ _,.._ 
-.!ll.o- ....... 

~ ........ -
_.,._ 

SURVEY. WASHINGTON. 
34°52'30" 

91 °22 130" 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Light-duty 

Unimproved dirt ========= 

Q State Route 

DES ARC EAST, ARK. 
NW/4 DE VALLS BLUFF 15' QUADRANGLE 

N3452.5-W9122.5/7.5 

1968 

l\MS 7753 IV NW-SERIES V884 

'0 
~t.-

"'< 
~><1.5' 

.s..,. · <;$) 

"t-'$'<(...-<:-.. 
~ ~ 

\!'~ 


