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The Fourpoints Bridge spans Tom Creek southeast of Emmitsburg in Fourpoints on
Keysville Road in Frederick County, Maryland. It is a pratt half hip thru iron t ss
structure in a single span 103 feet in length and 15.6 feet wide. It was built by
the Wrought Iron Bridge Company, Canton, Ohio in the third quarter of the 19th
century as indicated by a plaque located on the structure. The bridge sits on
two random-coursed stone abutments with adjoining wing walls. Corner blocks
imprinted with "Patented November 21, 1876" are located at the top of each diagonal
half hip member indicating that this particular style of truss design was patented
by the company in 1876 and was installed in this location soon after that date.

The pratt truss was originally patented in 1844 by Thomas Pratt and became the
most popular truss design in Frederick County as well as the rest of the country.
An unusual feature about the Fourpoints Bridge is its early construction date and
ornate name plates, one of which is broken in a corner, which are located on the
first cross members on either side of the bridge. Alterations include new planking,
a coat of paint and a repaired cross member in the northewest corner of the bridge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fourpoints Bridge is an excellent example of the well-designed bridges
constructed by the Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio, one of the largest
manufacturers of iron truss bridges in the 19th century. It is one of three bridges
still existing in Frederick County, Maryland known to have been built by the Company.
One of these bridges was damages in a flood in 1973 and is scheduled for demolition
in the near future. The third bridge is a double intersection pratt truss, also
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places (the Poffenberger Road Bridge).

The Wrought Iron Bridge Company was formed from a foundry originally owned and run
by John Laird as early as 1840. By 1867 the company became known as the wrought iron
works of John Laird and Company and expanded its production to include iron buildings.
The company was incorporated as the Wrought Iron Bridge Company in 1871 by the patenters
of a wrought iron arch bridge named David Hammond and Job Abbot. By 1881 the company
employed 270 men and had erected bridges in twenty-five states. Between 1899 and 1902
the outfit was taken over by the American Bridge Division of the United States Steel
Corporation.l Since all bridges made by the company were constructed by 1899 most
examples of bridges made by the Wrought Iron Bridge Company have been replaced.

The Fourpoints Bridge has survived for almost 100 years as a functional part of
the Frederick County landscape and deserves continued attention and preservation as a fine
example of iron truss bridge construction,

1 pan Deibler, Metal Truss Bridges in Virginia, 1865-1932, Vol. I.
Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council, 1975, p.49.
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