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COMMON:

Meriwether County Jail
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Old Jail

STREET AND NUMBER:

Corner, Gresham Street and Georgia Highway
CITY OR TOWN:

Greenville
STATE

Georgia 13
COUNTY:

Meriwether 199

CATEGORY 

(Check One)

G District £] Building

D Site G Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

[Jfc Public 

G Private 

G Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

G Being Considered

STATUS

^j Occupied

I I Unoccupied

Q p reservatlon work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
G Restricted 

J£] Unrestricted 

G No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 1 Agricultural 

1 I Commercial 

G Educational 

1 1 Entertainment

g£] Government 

CH Industrial 

G Mil tary 

CD Museum

|~~l Park

| | Private Residence

G Religious

[ | Scientific

I I Transportation 

G Other (Specify)

I I Comments
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OWNER'S NAME:

Meriwether County
STREET AWE1

Courthouse
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Greenville Georgia 13

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

^Meriwether Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Court Sgnare
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Greenville Georgia 13
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Meriwethel

TITLE OF SURVEY:

None
DATE OF SURVEY: G Federal State Q County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:



CONDITION

(Check One) 

KJ Excellent Q Good D Foir Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered
(Check One) 

Moved gt| Original Site
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE —————————

/The Meriwether County Jail, designed by R.L. Jones, is a 
late 19th century version of the Italian villa styledT~~

^"** ' '"-'"'•""" .': t .. I'^jj^af^yp^\^n\ •&.'-K'V r"—"~z&

The exterior of this building, a combination jail and jaile 
dwelling, .is made of red brick laid in American bond and sparse] 
trimmed with stone. In form it is viewed as an asymmetrical mass Lng 
of towers and well-defined rectangular blocks at various height 
The tower to the left has a pyramidal roof with projecting eaves 
round headed arched windows on the third level and a balcony anc 
porch with arched openings^ These open arches and all window 
sills are trimmed with stone. Flat headed windows, two-over-two 
are used on the first and second levels. To the rear of this 
tower that was used as the jail office, is a lower box like section 
that was the cell area. The central projecting lower tower, alsD 
with a hip roof and projecting eaves, has two, two-over-two, fla 
headed windows on each of its three sides. To the right of this 
lower tower is a two-story section designed as a dwelling for th 
jailer. It has a hip roof, projecting eaves and a second story 
balustraded balcony extending over a section of the gabled and 
balustraded lower level front porch. A one-story wing extends 
back from this. *"

There are two inscribed marble stones at the jail entrance. 
One reads "A.D. 1896."; the other one: "Commissioners, W.F. Gay, 
E.V.Diggers, G.A. Wright, R.L. Jones Architects, Jajsper Construe 
Co. Builders."

Several changes have been made on the 1896 original building/ 
The lower porch on the right in front of the dwelling section 
has been altered. The main section has been screened and the 
gable and the balustraded balcony above have been removed. Add­ 
itional cells were added to the rear of the original cells.

The jail house is located on a corner on the northeast 
entrance road into Greenville and being the first major building 
it acts as an introduction to the courthouse sq^ure only a 
block away.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as .Appropriate,)

Q Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1896
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

[ | Prehistoric

I I Historic

I | Agriculture

[2J Architecture

D Art

| | Commerce

[ | Communications

| | Conservation

Q Education

I | Engineering

| | Industry

1 | Invention

I | Landscape

	Architecture 

I | Literature 

Q] Military 

n Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi- 

losophy

Q Science

| | Sculpture

[ | Social/Human­ 

itarian

| | Theater

Q Transportation

[| Urban Planning 

55 Other (Specify)

History

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Meriwether County "Jail provides an interesting example 
of the simplification of the Italian villa style. Built in 189(, 
it still serves as a prison, but is anticipated for use by the 
local historical society,

JlaBuilt several decades after the main era of the Italian vi 
style, this prison has pyramidal and hip roof lines, projecting 
eaves, round headed arches and the asymmetrical grouping of 
and well-defined rectilinear forms; yet there is no elaboratior 
of these elements - no bay windows, no bracketing, no hoodmoldirg 
that is usually associated with the late Italian villa style. 
Instead there is a certain severity, related by the lack of any 
elaboration on this simply defined, smooth surfaced form, that 
could be interpreted as a modern approach to this 1860's style.

Located on the northeast entrance road into Greenville, the 
:jail is the first major building on this side of town. It acts 
as a pleasing introduction to the nearby 1855 brick lawyer's 
office and courthouse square.

It is still used as a prison, but the Board of Commissioners 
las proposed that this building be given to the Meriwether 
Historical Society Inc. for its headquarters. If this plan is 
accepted, the Society will establish a museum of local history, 
an information center and library, and in doing so will remove 
the offensive trailer addition and restore the building.



Freeman, Mrs. Ben R. , Presented first draft of National Register 
nomination form; on file at the Ga. Historical Commission. 

Meriwether Historical Society Files 
Meriwether County Files

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ( 

————————— ————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— I
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW o , „ o ,

NE ° ° 
SE ° ° 
SW 0 , . o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
5 OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O • » o ' '•

33 01 46 84 42 42

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: One and On& — half SOTPC?

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE
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M ....
COUNTY: ' t O 1 4 19/3 ' 1 CODE
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NAME AND TITLE: ^\.^~^. X^JfcX

William R. Mitchell, Jr., Director, 'Geo^f^jjHi^oVlc Sites Surve
ORGANIZATION ^^t' i L^"^ DATE

Georgia Historical Commission Auqust 8. 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

116 Mitchell Street, SW
CITY OR TOWN:

Atlanta
: :S$': :.:: : : :Sii£:¥-:&^ 
ifc&ttW&fcflSfelife^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local £j

r\ /I~7 i / /^—
Name f/lMAW ^Ljufy frl*~1 ^l(M^v{

/

Title State Liaison Officer

Date /^£^' // // /O
* I

STATE CODE

GeorgiaM....,,,,,.,,,............,,,,,....,,,,,.,,......^,,,..,,,,,...... ™,JJL...,,,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date / '

ATTEST: / \w \

i^j )faitkty^
Keeper of TJke Rational Register
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\Cft NTRY NUMBER

Meriwether County
AND/OR HISTORIC: Old Jail

U

a:

CO

UJ

CO

STREET AND NUM BER:

Corner, Gresham Street and Georgia Highway 27A
CITY OR TOWN:

Greenville

Georgia 13
COUNTY:

Meriwether 199
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State Highway Department of Georgia
1 inch = 1 mile
1967

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.


