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"The Eagle's Nest'" is a large fieldstone dwelling constructed about 1800

on part of a tract called '"Valley of Jehosaphat'. The house consists of
three parts: a tall, two and one half story 5 bay long portion and two

long 1 1/2 story portions, the last being a twentieth century garage with
storage area above. A wide overhanging eave was added to the main portion
in the latter part of the 19th century, creating a heavier composition than
originally constructed.

The south entrance has an architrave composed of reeded engaged colummns
with a cove molding above the fékia. At the entrance there are old stone
steps having old wrought iron balustrade with brass finials. The rear
entrance has a small porch with gable roof. An open arcade beneath the
"A" roof of the original wing is now enclosed with double glazed doors.

The latter wing consists of the original kitchen, at the east end of the
arcade; and the present kitchen which opens from the north side of the
arcade. The two rooms were finished very simply, with rough plaster walls,
and exposed beams in the original kitchen. New brick floors with radiant
heat have been installed in the original kitchen and arcade.

The main portion of the house consists of two large rooms with central
stair hall. Both rooms have fine fluted Federal mantels, the dining room
mantel having tapered pilasters. In the southeast corner of the room is a
paneled corner cupboard. North of the fireplace are three built-in paneled
cabinets beneath the secondary enclosed stair. There are recessed paneled
window jambs throughout the first story rooms. A five-piece cornice gives
a note of refinement to the high ceilings.

In the hall the principal feature is the open string stair, which ascends
to the attic. The stair has rectangular balusters, turned newels and
fretwork step ends. Beneath the stair is a paneled area enclosing the
cellar stair and a lavatory.

Only the cornice of the library differs from other woodwork of the house.
It has a row of futes on the fdacia board similar to the fluting on the
mantel. West of the library an enclosed porch has been constructed with
glass walls from floor to ceiling.

On the second story, the floorplan is unusual, having two rooms and the
secondary stair hall above the dining room and the normal arrangement
elsewhere. The master bedroom is finished similar to the library below.
Two paneled closets are located south of the fireplace in the dining room
chamber. Baths were installed in the rooms at the head of the main and
secondary stairs. Access to the wing is gained from the secondary stair.
It contains two bedrooms and a bath. The secondary stair also ascends to
the attic where there are two large rooms and a bath.

(see continuation sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Eagle's Nest is an important large farm house in Baltimore County because
of the profusion of original detail. The detail includes the fine main
entrance, the interior wood work, the original argﬁade, period out
buildings and stone walls. Its modern additions complimentary to the 7
old dwelling. The fact that the interior trim is intact is an indication
of the sensitivity of its 20th century restorer.

Eagle's Nest belonggd to the Marsh family from the 18th century through
the 20th. Joshua Marsh (d. 1825) most probably erected the impressive
house on a tract he inherited from his father in 1802. Prior to the
American Revolution Eagle's Nest had been a part of the Valley of
Jehosophat, the property of Walter Dulaney, the Loyalist son of Daniel
Dulaney. The State of Maryland confiscated property that belonged to
Tories and sold it. At that time Joshua Marsh's father acquired two lots,
Eagle's Nest and Marsh's Ridge. The father's 'new and well finished"

one story stone house measuring twent{ by eighteen feet constrasts with
the much larger residence of the son.

1Federal Direct Tax Assessment, 1798, Gunpowder Upper and Mine Run
Hundreds, Baltimore County, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
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Baltimore County Land and Proﬁate Records.

Federal Direct Tax Assessment. 1798. Baltimore County.

Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. Philadeiphia:
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1877.
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"The Eagle's Nest"
No. 7. Description Continued

On the north side of the kitchen stands a square stone smokehouse with
pyramidal roof. A similar building, probably used as a dairy, stands
adjacent to the well in a walled yard south of the kitcher. South of
the main house is a yard, the drive and a formal garden which has a
retaining wall on its south’end. A modern stone wall surrounds most of
the property. There is extensive mature planting between the house and
Jarrettsville Pike.

No. 9. Major Bibliographical References Continued

Sidney, J. C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland,
from Original Surveys by J. C. Sidney. Baltimore: James M.
Stephens, 1850.

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Maryland

Shaw, Alice B. Historic American Buildings Survey forms on Eagle's Nest.
September 1966.

GPO 921.724




