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Washington
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ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

District Q Building
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D Object

D Public 

(X) Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

(XI Being Considered

(~~1 Occupied 

Pt Unoccupied 

f~1 Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

n Restricted 
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a NO
'PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 

f~1 Commercial 

[A Educational 

[~A Entertainment

[~| Government

n Industrial

D Military

]^3 Museum

[5^ Park

Q Private Residence

[~1 Religious

O Scientific

Transportation 

Other (Specify)
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OWNER'S NAME:

Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma
STREET AND NUMBER:

10 Idaho
CITY OR TOWN:

Tacoma Wa s h, ,JL, fl g t^pn

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Pierce County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Countv - Citv Buildingi
CITY OR TOWN:

Tacoma Washington 53

j
TITLE OF SURVEY:

None
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STREET AND NUMBER:
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CONDITION
'^ Excellent

D Altered

33 Good

(Check One)

£

D Fair

(Check One) 

D Deteriorated

Unaltered

a RU

D Moved

ns Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

63 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Camp Six Logging Exhibit is an authentic portrayal of the 
early days of logging and represents an actual logging situa­ 
tion from the period of steam logging.

Camp Six is located within the -625 acres of natural forest 
in Point Defiance Park, Tacoma. The forest at Point Defiance 
is the only such extensive forest preserve within a City Park 
in the United States.

The plans for Camp Six were drawn by a veteran logging 
engineer to faithfully depict an actual logging^ituation in 
the early days of logging on the Western slope .^The plans, 
drawn in 1964, included the best and most representative of the 
ancient logging equipment still in existence at that time. 
Since then all of these machines and buildings have been 
obtained by donation and transported and installed at the site.

There are no reproductions at Camp Six. Each piece of 
equipment is the original and is displayed at Camp Six just 
as it was used many years ago in the woods 7^

Many of these steam logging machines and the bunkhouses 
were in advanced stages of disrepair when they arrived at Camp 
Six, but have been repaired and repainted to appear exactly a: 
when they were in use generations ago. Some of the equipment 
has been restored to operating condition.

The Shay %1 steam locomotive was in use up until the time 
it was donated to Camp Six ̂ ind has been maintained in top 
condition since then.

The overall appearance of the Camp Six Logging Exhibit 
is contemporary with the age of steam logging!^ Located as 
is near the end of a winding drive through the dense woods 
the Park, surrounded by thick forest, it appears as a real 
logging camp of the past.

TThe equd^pment and buildings have been restored but not 
altered?SThe original plan for Camp Six, drawn by a log 
engineer to represent a logging camp, has not been alter

The equipment and buildings have been moved in to Camp 
Six from many places all over the State of Washington, but 
were continuously on the move when they were in use during tl 
days of steam logging.

Camp Six, located as it is within a natural forest, can be 
defined honestly as an original site for a logging camp since 
a logging camp has to be located in uncut timber.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The period of steam-logging was the most significant era 
in the development of the Western slope of the United States 
The use of steam power in logging created a commerce for 
timber that enabled this area to become populated and pros­ 
perous .% Camp Six is an authentic portrayal of the early 
days of steam logging.

Camp Six is a valuable educational tool to all students of 
forestry and history. Thousands of school children from all 
over Western Washington tour the Camp Six Exhibit each year 
as part of their study of Northwest History.

The ingenuity and resourcefulness of the early logging 
engineers are evident throughout the Exhibit in the massive 
and complex pieces of steam-logging equipment.

The timber industry has evolved from simple hand-cutting 
through the use of animals, steam power and now the most 
sophisticated electronic equipment, but the industry cannot 
be more significantly portrayed than in the highball days of 
steam logging.

The invention of steam-powered logging machines, beginning 
with the Dolbeer Donkey and culminating with the Lidgerwood 
Skidder, with all of the remarkable adaptations of steam- 
logging machines in between, and with the bizarre railroad 
equipment used then, is the primary story Camp Six has to 
relate.

It is to preserve these historically-significant logging 
artifacts that Camp Six has been c:
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Logging, William Brown, 1939 
Holey Old Mackinaw, Stuart Holbrook, 1938 
Logging Railroads of the West, Kramer Adams, 1951 
Railroads in the Woods, John Labbe and Vernon Goe, 1961 
This Was Logging, Ralph Andrews, 1954
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
-

CORNER LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° 
NE ° 

SE °
sw « •

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 t 0

O i n 

O i n

O i »

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

i ... .. ... ——— . — , — ... — —————————— 
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

47° 18' 14" 122° 31' 48" 
47 18 14 122 31 22 
47 18 7 122 31 22

M •*! ^« r* ^ S> 0 «-\1 M f\

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: J_ 3 5 "* ' "*" ° ' -L ^ ^ J J- ** O

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES

STATE:

STATE:

STATK:

ST ATK:

ft FORM PREPARE 0 1*

FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

CODE COUNTY CODE

1 .<-:'••' • ' ' /'^v
CODE COUNTY: /, . N. ^ ;t>\ CODE

— / **• ' ._ s\ '""" '""" "'

CODE COUNTY:/.,"; . ~ *J „> \ CODE

i"- : , /v O1 7975 •" '"1
CODE COUNTY^— ' "''.'".., '^ ' V, / CODE

• :•"•:' ;;. .';.:•..• . • .••'/.::. .V-^SSft::. ••: '•<^^t^t$^\tj^?^^
NAMT -AND TITLE: - , " '

.X •" • ''" .r - :/"< '- ' . .Mavis Kallsen, Coordinator, Camp Six LpggliiKf Exhibit
ORGANIZATION DATE

Western Washington Forest Industries Museum, 5/15/72
STREET AND NUMBER: InC

3011 North 29th
CITY OR TOWN:

Tacoma
g&?ll^i&^^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [~U State (X) Local Q

Name &/U&4& ?/ ^^^t^

Charles H. Odega^rd 
Title Director - Washington State

Parks & Recreation Commission

Bate LW^VYxWc ? . \ft7<4—3 ———— • —— • — "

STATE CODE

Washington 53
!;;:i ::Iil;: :$^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

• T A T E

__ Washington
COUNTY

Pierce
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

MAR 7
DATE

(Number all entries)

Description (Cont'd)

#1 - The Rigged High-Lead

The rigged High-Lead at Camp Six is a true representation 
of the primary method used to log the forests during the 
era of steam. This is the only High-Lead known to have 
been rigged anywhere just for exhibit and it is an abso­ 
lute necessity for any comprehensive museum of logging.

The High-Lead at Camp Six consists of a 110' spar pole, 
rigged exactly as it would be in an actual logging sit­ 
uation with new cable but very old shackles and blocks 
that were used for many years in the woods. The 15-ton 
pole and its 4 tons of "jewelry" rest on a small raft of 
logs. The six guy lines are secured to six ten-ton 
blocks of concrete sunk in the ground for permanence, 
otherwise the spar is rigged exactly as it would have 
been in the highball days of steam logging.

A Willamette yarding donkey engine and a 10 x 12 
Washington Duplex loader complete the authentic High- 
Lead side.

#2 - The Loaded Log Train

The Loaded Log Train at Camp Six is made up of the 
following cars:

A flatcar carrying a mixed load. ,
A flatcar carrying a load of cedar logs. „ ^' :vL
An empty flatcar with a handbrake system.
Two very old side-dump cars.
Four sets of early disconnects.
One skeleton flatcar.
A "crummy" or caboose car.

#3 - Handcars, Track Cars and Speeders

The collection of early Handcars, Track Cars and 
Speeders at Camp Six represents the most comprehensive 
collection of its kind in any museum.

Of the sixteen cars in this collection, ranging from 
a 12-man crew car to the bizarre bicycle track cars, 
eight of the cars have been restored to operating con­ 
dition.

GPO 901.082
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

• TATE

Washington
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FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

iAR 7(Number mil •nfrfoa.)

Description (Cont'd)

The collection includes representatives of every type of 
self-powered railcar used in the early logging camps 
from the turn of the Century to tJTfenllo the era of 
railroad logging.

#4 - The Kapowsin Bunkhouses

The Kapowsin Bunkhouses at Ca^gXS^/yi'f^inatM at an 
early camp in the lowlands of ̂ ^ntTSaiWie^/ They repre 
sent a 'stationary 1 logging cam^7>£uilt. .ifitfoe dimension 
of railcars and could be skidded^^^Jfritcars, but were 
not rail-mounted. They are set on timbers at Camp Six 
with plank walks in between just as they were when in 
use up at Kapowsin.

#5 - The Quinault Car Camp

The Quinault Car Camp consists of five rail-mounted 
bunkhouses from the last operating car camp in the natior 
The cars were built at the turn of the Century and were 
in use up until 1966 when the Camp was shut down and the 
remainder of the cars burned for tax purposes.

The five cars are representative of as many types and 
are mounted on very distinguished trucks of unusual 
design. They have been repaired and repainted but not 
altered and the calk-marked floors show their many years 
of use.

#6 - The Dolbeer Donkey Engine

The Dolbeer Donkey Engine at Camp Six is the only one of 
its kind intact. This is the first model Dolbeer, built 
by Murray B rothers in San Francisco in 1885, the first 
model built of the first design of the first steam 
logging machine.

The Dolbeer at Camp Six belies its age and hard use in 
the woods, as it has been kept in careful repair and 
even has its original sleds.

#7 - The Shay #7 Logging Locomotive 

____The Shay #7 was the last engine to operate on the last

GPO 90t.082
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Washington

Pierce
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

HAR 7
(Number mil »ntrl»i)

all-steam logging railroad and, as such, is the most 
famous and most-photographed logging engine in the nation 
Of the dozen or so Shay engines still kept in operating 
condition across the country, the Shay #7 is the only 
one operating in a museum of logging.

The Shay engine was the most popular locomotive used by 
Western loggers and contributed more to the success of 
rail-logging than any other design.

At Camp Six, the Shay #7 operate/ 
summer on the Point Defiance, 
Railroad.

#8 - The Lidgerwood Skidder

The Lidgerwood Skidder at Camp 
timate in steam-logging machines 
remaining of more than a hundred o 
on the West Coast during the twenties.

the 
ickitat

the ul- 
only one 

units at work

The era of steam logging began with the Dolbeer Donkey 
and ended with the giant 300-ton Lidgerwood Skidder. 
The Lidgerwood was the most productive and the most 
wasteful unit to operate in the woods, and working the 
Skidder was the most dangerous and highest-paying job 
in the woods.

The Lidgerwood Skidder straddles a spur line of the 
railroad track at Camp Six and is rigged for logging just 
as it was when in use many years ago.

Verbal description of the property boundary

Beginning at the southwest corner, the boundary extends 
northeast along the ravine leading to Salmon Beach to the 
Park Exit Road then continues along this road to the Vassault 
Street exit, then west on the Pole Road for roughly 1000 
feet to the point of beginning.

Description and correlating numbers correspond with those 
on attached brochure.

GP 0 921-724
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The PDQ and K Railroad

The logging railroad was usually made up of light 
track tacked to flimsey ties and laid on scanty ballast. 
The Point Defiance Quinault and Klickitat Railroad at 
Camp Six is what loggers refer to as 'mainline-type' 
roadbed, considered to be quite fancy for a logging 
line in the highball days of steam logging. The track and 
ties were mostly taken up from old logging lines and 
there are many of the old hand-hewn oval ties on the 
line at Camp Six.

The PDQ and K Railroad was drawn and engineered 
by Marc Titlow. Clearing and grading of the right-of- 
way were done by the Army, when Fort Lewis Engineer 
Corps bivouacced twice at Camp Six, in 1964 and in 
1966, performing the job as an exercise in engineered 
clearing.

The first thousand feet of the railroad track were 
installed in 1964 and the P.D.Q. and K. Railroad was 
dedicated in a gold-spike ceremony in September of 
that year.

The remainder of the railroad, more complex by its 
curved loop, log-piling trestle and five switch points, 
was installed in 1969.

The log-piling trestle on the PDQ and K Railroad is a 
duplicate of thousands of its kind constructed during 
the steam era. These trestles reached fantastic propor­ 
tions, with the highest and longest piling trestles and 
the highest wood railroad bridge in the world all located 
in Western Washington in the twenties.
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Washington State Capitol, Olympia 
Daniel J. Evans, Governor
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