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The Butte-~Cochran charcoal ovens are near the sites of the old mining
town of Butte and the railroad camp of Cochran in central Pinal County.
They are east of Florence in T 4 S, R 11 E, Sec. 12, NE4, just east .

of North Butte and north of the Gila River. They stand in a row, three
feet apart.

There are five ovens, each approximately 22 feet in diameter and 32 feet
high. They are in good condition, although one has been plastered with
cement and used as a dwelling.

The ovens were built in the late 19th century for the purpose of making
charcoal of the local mesquite. They are built of coursed rubble with
decomposed granite substituting for mortar. The walls are two feet
thick at the base and one foot at the top. The door to each oven is
six feet high and three feet wide and has a radiating voussoir. At the
rear of each oven, toward the top, is an opening three feet wide and
almost six feet high. 1In addition, there are several vent holes.

The ovens may be submerged under 100 feet of water if the Buttes Dam
is constructed as part of the Central Arizona Project.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The five Butte-Cochran charcoal ovens are almost the only remains of

the two small mining towns of Butte and Cochran. The camp at Butte

was started in the winter of 1881-1882 and included the reduction

works of the Pinal Consolidated Mining Company. The post office existed

from 1883 to 1886.

The railroad and mining town of Cochran had a post office from 1905 to
1915, The town was a station on the Santa Fe, Prescott, and Phoenix
Railroad. The local mines at that time were being worked by the Copper
Butte and Silver Bell Companies. The town had a population of about
100 people and was named for the first postmaster.
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