
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COBWISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 
C 180 

Reading 

ess 89 Woburn Stg^wfe. 

oric Name garter Mflnsion 

Original dwelling 

Present dwelling 

rship:E Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

iocation 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

Original owner Daniel Chute 

RIPTION: 

Date 180 2 

Source Concerning the Past 

- : r_^ , ,^^ , f r^ . • Q . . f ^ J ^ ^ l ^ J ^ r ; ; ^ ^ f : ^ . _ r i ^ : j _ Archit ect A./ flL 
Aane 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard, shingle 

ZA-^ Outbuildings Garage 

Major alterations (with dates) 1870-71; 

rear addit ion, front piazza, and door 

and window surrounds changed 

Movedd-l to 35 Chute St . Date 1939 

^ Approx. acreage 9,980 sq. f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preservat ion Setting Faces south s i tua ted on top 
Associates 

Organi zation Reading H i s t o r i c a l of h i l l behind granite stone enbank-

Date N o v e f t E y f e E t i i i o " " 
ment engraved "W. Carter." 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SI©IIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

Hiis much-remodeled house began as a Federal, five-bay, ridge-parallel 
dwelling, with two interior end chimneys. I t was given an Italianate 
look when the carved window surrounds, columned and bracketed veranda, 
and round-arched att ic windows were installed. Added later was the 
central gable and orie l in the Queen Anne style. In 1871, a rear ex­
tension was bui l t . The doorway surround is now so plain that i t would 
seem to be a 20th-century simplification of an earl ier treatment. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the comnunity) 

Daniel Chute, for whom Chute Street was named, bought part of the old 
Parker-Jaquith farm and built a Federal house. He was one of the f i r s t 
shoe manufacturers in Reading, and he also owned a good portion of land 
along what is now Woburn Street. At that time, Woburn Street did not 
continue east past Washington Street; the town accepted the segment be­
tween Washington Street and the Common in 1349. Chute built a small 
structure near his house which served in 1809 as a short-lived academy 
for g i r l s , run by the Eaton s is ters , founders of the New England Moral 
Reform Society. I t was organized to promote moral purity and to pro­
tect women. 

In 1826, Dr. Abner Phelps lived in the e l l ; his office was in the house. 
He promoted the idea of a railroad, having seen tracks in England for 
use in coal mines. His ideas were premature, but when realized, they 
changed the l i fes ty le of Reading. 

The Chutes adopted Nancy Sanborn, daughter of Reverend Peter Sanborn 
and niece of Mrs. Chute. Nancy was the heir to the property, and 
after her marriage to Samuel Carter i t became known as the Carter 
property. Samuel Carter was in the express business, sending f i r s t 
goods, then mail and stage coaches, to Boston. He owned a nearby 
steam lumber mil l as well. 

Samuel's son, William, owned the property when extensive renovations 
were done and had the Carter name engraved in the granite s ta irs . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1830 map yes 
1854 map J . Cheeney(Note: this is the name on the map, but Eleanor 
1875 map William Carter Bishop and Miriam Barclay believe the map-
1889 map W. Carter maker errred, and that this name should be 

S. Carter.) 
Wadlin, Concerning the Past. Chapter LV, XLII 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKWISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmnunity: 

p e H.c! i n ~ 

Form No: 

C-IGO 

Property Name: rg Vooum 3t . 

Indicate each item on inventory fora which is being continued below. 

The Cs.rter I's.r.sion i s s i " n i f i c . ? n t ( l ) f o r i t s r e l a t i v e l y es.rly date ; 
(2) f o r i t s connecion v; i th Dc-niel Chute, cne o f the f i r s t shoe 
-rnufp.ctuners i n Readin-; and v ' i t h Sar.uel Car te r , ov.-ner-of an express 
business and ste?;ri-po'..'ered lumber m i l l ; and (3) as an example o f 
Federal a r c h i t e c t u r e .-.-.odified over the years to r e f l e c t chan.~inq 
t a s t e s . I t r e t a in s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , desi~n, se t t in - - , ma te r i a l s , 
v.-orhmanshin, and f e e l i n r , and r.eets C r i t e r i a B a.nd C o f the n a t i o n a l 
•Re-ister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
0-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

f«HPSm 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^'7-; 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex Countv. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Beard, Benjamin, House Entered i n Uie 
National Register 

22. Boston and Maine Railroad Depot 

Ent^.-red i n tEa 
Katlonal Regieter 

23. Bowser Gazebo 

24. Brackett House 

25. Brande House 

tn turoi m tha 
national Register 

Katlonal Begtster 

26. Brooks, Francis, House Entered i n the 
fiatifijua fiegiater 

27. Carroll-Hartshorn House 

28. Carter Mansion 

29. Coggin, Gilman, House 

National Register 

Entered In the 
National Reglstay 

Entered In the 
National Registor 

30. Cook, AsaM., House '>»*:')rg;=f Tn 1 ^ 

Attest 

.eeper 

Date/Signature 

-peeper pJu^j.^^A^^y^t^ f A ^ f A / 

Attest 

tflteeper (X^^UM-A^^-^^/SY^-^ TA^I^^ 

Attest 

i^eeper c^X-U.'-^.uX^^^^^^ 

Attest 

•l^eeper X i ^ -

Attest 

2Ai±Aif 

/deeper X^L^....^<j<^ rA^Aiv 

Attest 

t^eper cA^i^-^u-^,^/^yt.<^ yA^y/fv 

Attest 

deeper X ^ < - ^ - ^ t ^ ^ - ' -^^^^Af^ 

Attest 

deeper X S u < ^ . ^ ^ , ^ ^ — , 7/-»/r^ 

Attest 

/xeeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Carter Mansion (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CD resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CH appeal . 

Substantive Review: CU sample CH request 

Working No. . JIN / 4.1984 

Hatlor^al Hegister 

Fed. Reg. Date:  
Date Due: 7 -J'^S / ? ~/9-fA  
Action: »-^CEPT ^ 7—/^ -S-A 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT_ 
Federal Agency: 

CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. L o c a t i o n 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • n o 

7. Desc r i p t i on 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfa i r 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterationsAntegrity — -s -i^'^ - ̂ -^j. . 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


