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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States Post Office in Lumberton is located in the central busi-
ness district. It is Colonial Revival in style. A brick basement level rises
above grade to a limestone water table. The elevated main floor is made access-
ible by a long flight of granite steps in three runs which has cast iron rail-
ings. The exterior walls consist of one full story crowned by a limestone
frieze with dentils and cornice which is continuous around all fcur facades.
Above that a brick parapet with limestone coping partially hides a complete
mezzanine level covered by a tile-covered mansard roof. The parapet is punc-
tured in four areas by limestone balustrades corresponding to each bay on the
main floor level. Fenestration in the mezzanine level consists of dormer win-
dows on all facades. 'The roof over this intermediate area is of the flat,
built-up type. Dormer windows are wooden, double hung six over six sash. The
street facade consists of five bays reading window~window-door-window-window.
The central doorway is articulated by a large, limestone portico utilizing class-
ical motifs. These include four large modified Corinthian columns szupporting a
modillioned pediment. Two Corinthian pilasters support the portico on the main
facade. The doorway is highlighted by a pair of fluted pilasters, twelve-light
transom window, and an architrave with dentils and cornice. Windows in this
facade are wooden, double hung, twelve over twelve sash having limestone lin-
tels and sills., The keystones are articulated in the lintels. Unadorned lime-
stone panels set flush with the brick appear above each window. Brick quoins
articulate the building's corners. The northeast and southwest facades con-
sist of six bays of windows each, with five dormers on the former and four on
the latter facade in the mezzanine level. A partial basement level exists under
the rear half of the building. A mailing vestibule and platform project from
the rear (northwest) facade. Brick masonry laid in the common bond is used
throughout.

The interior plan (see attached plan drawings) consists of an L-shaped
public lobby with the postmaster's office on the southwest side about mid-
way back. The remaining area on the first floor is given over to a large work-
room and the aforementioned vestibule and loading platform. The mezzanine level
includes office space, a swing room, and a lookout located over the postmaster's
office and vault area. The lobby contains a polychrome glazed tile floor, mar-
ble wainscoting, and the original wooden vestibule and its wainscoting.



EJ SIGNIFICANCE
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__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES  February, 1932 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Algernon Blair-Montgomery, AL
Office of the Suypervising Archi-
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE tect

Politics/Government

The first Publie Buildings Act of 1913 and the second Public Building Act of 1926
were supplemented in 1933 by Congress, on the urging of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, with
the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works. Between 1933 and 1941 a tremendous
amount of construction resulted in the United States, including four post offices in
Mississippi constructed under the 1926 Act and thirty-two post offices in Mississippi con-
structed under 1933 PWA legislation.

The U.S. Post Office in Lumberton, Mississippi, built in 1932, is significant as
one of four constructed in the state under the Public Buildings Act of 1926. It was de-
signed by the Office of the Supervising Architect and built by Algernon Blair of Mont-
gomery, Alabama. The Post Office was a part of a stepped up public works program designed
by President Herbert Hoover to relieve unemployment during the early stages of the Great
Depression. (See also '"Federal Construction Work 1913-1941").

Architecture

This Post Office and the City Hall are the two most significant governmental build-
ings in Lumberton. An elaborate example of the Colonial Revival Style, the structure is
distinguished by its projecting limestone portico, parapet with limestone balustrade sec-
tion and dormer windows with segmental heads. The result is an edifice of unrivaled monu-
mentality and architectural sophistication within the community.



EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See bibliography attached to narrative entitled "The Treasury Department's
Section of the Fine Arts Program" and "Federal Construction Work 1913-1941."
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property nominated is indicated by the crossed ink lines on the
accompanying U.S.G.S. map entitled Lumberton Quadrangle.

See Continuation Sheet for Verbal Boundary Description.
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~~ _~507._7-RESTROO?%S' .FE;«}ALE_-I‘{U?J’BER......’.‘.......‘."..D.‘..... --1
Y, 51 WATERHEATER wTYPEegesseescscesccrnscsccesccesnacscacnscnoeceTAd
52 INCINERATORe4oese000000c00nsss000ssasssssssscossccssossseslil_

o N OcTidiee N




2TION_RePORT - REGION 04

37 APR 71 BUILDING 230036

- —90--AREA-CODE . .. - 2 ...
08 _BUILDING CLASS 400.

UCT 5 09 OPERATING AGENCY P O D

JAN_CENTER ' 10 INSPECTION.CYCLE 4 YEARS

11 FLOOD CONTROL

BLOCK DESCRIPTION

53 KW pOWERooooooooo.o 166  WATTS pER NET SQ FTeeoeee 28083
—54__SERVICE MAINS «NUMBERecsessossosssssssssscsscsnsansnscssssl
55 UNDERFLOOR DUCTSeeaseesasonccscseccssccsosssssscsnsensacsasseehND
56 _TYPE SERVICEeeseseaossscenesseeld PHASE 4 WIRE _ 1207203 VOLT . _ _
57 EMERGENCY POWEResecoeanssosceccsscccncesscosscsnsasvnenssceselNl
_ 58 FIRE _ALARM =5TATUSssevssccscnsascsccanscssseses s NOT REQUIRED
59 FIRE SPRINKLER wSTATUS.eeesessesscssessnsecseseeNOT REQUIRED
b0 FALLOUT SHELTERcseesescacscscssnccssasscssesssscssssssaselll
61 ELEVATORS =NUMBERceoeseescscsscscsscccccsossncscnsccsscceses
.62 __ESCALATORS wNUMBERessseoessscsessccnsssssnscnssceccescnncs

—63__DUMBWAITERS «NUMBERcsececsnssscocsscsccsccescesssscecsssca —
64 SIDEWALK LIFTS «NUMBERceoeseoseescesssesssssnsssescecsssnes

— 65 __CAFETERIAS wNUMBERsssessssecssssssssancesascscnsnsssscnnse
66 TOTAL SEATING CAPACITY wNMUMBEReeocsssessnsnsenenescs

6T __TOTAL VENDING STANDS =NUMBERssesssessssscscsscsssscoccnsse
68 VENDING STANDS BLIND OpFRATED &NUMBEResesasseseessscevssne

—69 _CENTRAL _AIR CONDITIONINGeeosesonssccocscscscensscsvacassaelN

. 70 WINDOW AIR CONDITIONERS LTOTAL TONNAGE eeeovcsecsesescssn

— 11 __PACKAGE AIR _CONDITIONING ~TOTAL _TONNAGE geesscsnesccens 18
72 EVAPORATIVE COOLERS -NUMBEROQ...0.00.0‘.0..00.......000..

73 AIR CONDITIONING ZONE-.o.ooooooooooooooooooooo-oooeooootooA

_74_ SpACE NOy AIR CONDITIONED «5Q FEETeeeesccecesveess 54971
75 SPACE TO BE AIR CONDITIONED BY GSA wSQ FFETessevoe

16 __SPACE_TO Br AIR_CONDITIONED BY OTHERS »S5Q FEETesss
77 SPACE NOT TO BE AIR CONDITIONED ~5Q FEETeeeaveccee 10167

_18 SPACE TO sE RE- AIR CONDITIONED -S0._ FEET.......‘-.. e~ e
79 AlR RAID SYST{:'AQQQ.......‘.......Q.............“‘....'.'NO

__ B0 __WATCHMAN SYSTEM wSTATUSesesasceccsaccsccscsneseNOT REQUIRED
81 R&I FUNDING PERCIENTeeesescescaccsnsscsesccscscscccssesesssel 00

_ B2 __FIRST BLDPG EXTENSIONeesssass (83) _SU FYeeonceer
_ 84 SECOND BLDG EXTENSION.geese ... (85) SO FVeeseeee .
86 THIRD BLDG EXTENSIONessceve (67) SC FTavseose
88 FOURTH BLDG EXTENSIONgeaocee. .. (B9) SO Flaeaseeoe _
e e OCT 1‘;3é56_<_/ e
RCS=PBe72=125
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U S POST OFFICE ~ ‘ R & 1 WORK Lo

THIRD AND HINTON STRFETS : ‘ AS OF DATE 22 Fli
__LUMBERTON MISSISSIPPI

# K & £ £ ® # K K F B K & ® £ * = "WORK ITEM INVENS

W 1 PRO,J CAT APPR AAS WORK ITEM TiTlLFwweecemwewe CAP ESTIMATED C(

0013 000 213 14l 74213 INTERIOR PAINTING, NO $3 020
INT, PAINTING OR POINTING
__INTERIOR LAST PAINTED DURING FY-65. PREPARE AND PAINT

ALLPREVIOUSLY PAINTED INTERIOR SURFACESe PAINT THE
BASEMENTMECHANICAL AND STORAGE AREAS, REPAIR PLASTER AS

REQUIREDPRIOR TO REPAINTING,

W I PROJ CAT APPR AAS  WORK ITEM TITLE=eewwewwwes CAP ESTIMATED (¢

0014__000 310 14l 74132 FLOQR REPAIRS, NO 54 49¢

__SWINGRQOM AND ALL OFFICg SPACE AND CORRIDORS ON THE SECOND

74000 NON CAPITALIZED
__WOOD FLOORS THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING ARE WORN AND

DETERIORATED, INSTALL VINYL ASBESTOS FLOOR TILE IN

FLOOR, REPLACE APPROXIMATELY 4 PIECES OF FLOOR TILE IN #kCHG# %

_POSTMASTERS OFFICE. _INSTALL 24 300 SOFT OF ASPHALT PLANK_IN

THE WORKROOM AND MAILING VESTIBULE.

LR PROJ CAT APPR AAS WORK ITEM TITLFwwesaw.=es CAP ESTIMATED CC

 LOCKSETS ON INTERIOR DOORS THRCUGHOUT THE BUILDING.

0015 000 310 14l 74132 DOOR REPAIRS, ~_ NO $245C
74000 NON CAPITALIZED

REPLACE OLD HEAVY WOOD FRONT gNTRANCE DOORS AND FRAMgS WITH

NEW LIGHTWEIGHT METAL DOORS AND FRAMES., REPLACE ALL

W1 PROJ CAT APPR AAS WORK ITEM TITLfweewoawwee. CAP ESTIMATED €O

___WHEN POD EXTEMDS THE DRIVEWAY, REPOINT THE GRANITE FRONT
__PROPERTY _TO KEEP PEOPLE FROM CUTTING ACROSS GOVERNMENT_ _

. 0018 000 330 141 74132 GROUNDS AND APPROACHES.  NO__ $4450

74000 NON CAPITALIZED
__RESURFACE _EXISTING CRACKED DRIVEWAY_ AND MANEUVERING AREA
WITH ASPHALT BLACKTOPPING SLOPED TO ORAIN WATER PROPERLY.

ENTRANCE STESP, INSTALL A FENCE OR HEDGE AT FRONT OF

PROPERTY, RESEED AND FERTILIZE ALL GRASS AREAS,




