
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Address 

AREA FORM NO. 
15' K J-300 

Newton, Mass. M.R.A. 
Town "lev/ton(.^le'.vton Jentre ) 

156 Grant .Avenue 

Historic Name'̂ clams C l a f l i n Estate 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5', black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
1n relation to nearest cross streets and/or 

' geographical features. Indicate al l buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present d'.vellin;^ 

Original dv /e l l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date IS90 

Source ;/ater Records 

Style Jo lon i a l Reviva l /Shingle S t y l ' 

Architect Samuel B r o w 

Exterior Wall Fabric •.vood s h i n g l ; 

Outbuildings garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

2-story wing added to side elev., 
date unknown 

Condition e x c e l l e n t 

(SEE ATTACHED FiAP) 
Moved J I Q . Date 

53,655 square feet (^l.lS'acr&^ Acreage 

Setting suburban r e s i d e n t i a l , atop 

smal l h i l l , obscured from s t r ee t 

UTM REFERENCE 1 9 . ^ 1 9 7 6 0 . ^ ^ 8 9 0 0 0 

USGS QUADRANGLE NE.VTQN, MASS.  

SCALE 1 ; 2 5 . 0 0 0 

Recorded by Archit. Pres. .Assocs.  

Organization Newton Hist. Jnmm.  

Date c;/i _t^_/QT , rev. 3/36 hy 

H. '.mite 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT {1f applicable) 

156 G^ant Ave meets C r i t e r i o n A as the ho.me of Adams C l a f l i n , 
who was p res iden t of the Boston & Suburban E l e c t r i c Company, an owner 
of considerable r e a l es ta te i n Newton, and son o f Governor / / i l l i a m 
J l a f l i n who res ided i n N e w t o n v i l l e . 

C r i t e r i o n C i s met as the house i s the v/ork of a r c h i t e c t Samuel 
Brov/n, and as an ou t s t and ing example o f the very la rge suburban 
houses i n the Colonia l Reviva l s t y l e found i n Newton. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

The J l a f l i n house i s a 2 i - s t o r y cross gable house w i t h steep 
gambrel r o o f s . The broad areas o f r o o f and v / a l l surfaces are punctuated 
by dormers and f e n e s t r a t i o n o f v a r y i n g s ize and placement, a ves t ige of 
the Queen Anne s t y l e . There are a l l manner o f porches, ba lcon ies , and 
bay windov/s.- The s t r u c t u r e i s c lad v / i th wood shingles l a i d i n a staggered 
b u t t p a t t e r n . uuch o f the decora t ive d e t a i l i n g i s i n s p i r e d by the Jo lon ia l 
Revival s t y l e i n c l u d i n g the P a l l a d i a n v/indov/ m o t i f i n the rear gable, 
and the f a n l i g h t t r a c e r y and pedimented entrance porch. 

Samuel 3rov/n the a r c h i t e c t of t h i s house v/as also responsible f o r 
a number o f the Norumbega Park s t r u c t u r e s , and numerous la rge suburban 
houses i n the Nev/ton and Boston environs a t the t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y . ' 
Brov/n l i v e d i n Nev / tonv i l l e , not f a r f rom h i s s t r e e t ra i lv /ay pa t ron , 
James L . Richards, d i r e c t o r o f 6 s t r e e t ra i lv /ay r^ompanies and pres ident 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

156 Grant Ave v/as the residence o f Adams C l a f l i n , v/ho i n i t i a l l y 
rented the house f rom Hannah J-I. Parker, and l a t e r purchased i t f rom 
her , probably betv/een-1895-1907. 

Adams J l a f l i n v/as p res iden t o f a l a rge u t i l i t y company, the Boston 
& Suburban E l e c t r i c Company, and ov/ner of considerable r e a l es ta te 
holdings i n Nev/ton. His f a t h e r , . / i l l i a m C l a f l i n v/as a governor o f 
Massachusetts, and res ided i n Newtonvi l l e a t an estate kno'.vn as "The 
Elms." 

Adams C l a f l i n was a lso a major f igure in the development of the 
street railway in Newton and a d irector of several of the indiv idual 
companies which had franchises in the c i t y . In 190? C l a f l i n became president 
of the new Middlesex and Boston Street Railway Company which merged many of 
the l i n e s in Newton and the surrounding communities. Under C l a f l i n s treet 
car usage reached a peak i n I913. when the Middlesex and Boston operated 
two hundred and s ix ty - four cars i n twenty c i t i e s and towns of the metropolitan 
Boston area. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
At lases : 190?: Agnes C l a f l i n 

1395: Hannah Parker 
137^^: Land of Edv/ard E l l i s 

D i r e c t o r i e s : 1907: Mr & I;;rs Adams J . C l a f l i n 
1895 " " 11 It If t l 

Newton's 19th Century Architecture; Newton Centre, Oak H i l l & Chestnut H i l l . 
Newton Historical Commission, I985. pp. 18. ĝ ĝ  



LNVEN'̂ ORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostm 

Community: 

Newton Centre 

Form No: 

NG-300 

Property Name: Adams J l a f l i n Ho. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: cont inued f rom page previous 

o f the Norumbega Park Company. 
An in t e rv i ev / w i t h the I985 o\vner revealed t h a t she possesses the 

a r c h i t e c t ' s plans f o r t h i s house, and t h a t two adjacent houses v/ere 
designed f o r C l a f l i n f a m i l y members and designed by Samuel Brov/n as 
v / e l l . 

A la rge car r iage house a t 1^2 Grant Avenue v/as a companion 
b u i l d i n g to t h i s house, but i s nov/ under separate ov/nership and 
has been converted to r e s i d e n t i a l use. 

S taple t o Inven tory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-900-8 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MRA 
State Middlesex County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

3 1 . Buckingham, John, House 

32. B u i l d i n g a t 1—6 Walnut 
Terrace 

33. C e n t r a l Congrega t iona l 
Church 

34. Chestnut H i l l , The 

35. C l a f l i n , Adams, Es ta te 

36. C la rk House 

37, Collins, Frederick, 
House 

38. Curtis, Allan Crocker, 
House—Pillar House 

39. Curtis, William, House 

40. Davis, Seth, House 

Entered In t^ -<r Keeper 
national Beglet^r ^ ^ 

Attest 

^ r-rl In th0 fKeeper 
..'.on̂ JL ReglBte: ' 

Attest 

''.i.t..i .1 ixj-tlie ^Tteeper 
lationa-l Reeled 

Attest 

Enterad In the 'S'Keeper 
lational Register ' 

Attest 

E n t e r l a th« JKeeper 

Attest 

Entered In ths JKeeper 
lational Eogister 

Attest 

Entorod In the / ^ e p e r 
Eitional Register 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

f̂7̂ -̂ --<̂ ^̂ ^̂ <̂̂  ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

Attest 

Attest 

2ntor' ' ?:i /tteeper A { ( L £ * ^ ^ > ^ * ^ ' ! ^ Y ^ f / / / ^ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Claflin, Adams, Estate (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
im owner objection 
d l appeal 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due 

Enterad in tĴ î 'O": 
IJatlonal Eegi3t«| RETURN 

REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: d l sample • request • appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

d l good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

d ] summary paragraph 
d l completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 1 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
d l completeness 
d l clarity 
d l applicable criteria 
d l justification of areas checked 
d l relating significance to the resource 
• context 
d l relationship of integrity to significance 
Q justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
d l Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 











SECTION 6 l r ^ 
BLOCK TA^^ 

City of Newton Assessor's Maps. Sheet 
Metric Series. 1979 
Scale: UTM grid l ine In terva l - 100 meters (328 feet) 

N ev;t o n , ."•la s s, M.R.A. 
156 Grant Avenue, Nev/ton Jentre 
Adans J l a f l i n House 
61-22-27 


