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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 1891 section building permit #51093, November 2, 1891 reads "Schlesinger and Mayer, 
9 story brick store building, 182 foot front, 140 feet deep, 142 feet high, southeast 
corner State and Madison...cost $600,000." This original structure was constructed 
on 50 foot wood piles the second section unit on State Street, built in 1906, 12 
stories high with three basements, on rock caissons. The final unit on State Street, 
built in 1906, 12 stories is by D. H. Burnham and Company. There was a 1927 addition at 
the corner of South Wabash Avenue and East Monroe Street built by Burnham Brothers. 
The final addition on State Street was by Holabird and Roche in 1960-61. Each addition 
carefully respected Sullivan's original design.

Generally rectangular in shape the over all dimensions are approximately 111 feet x 
289 feet not including the 1960 addition. The construction is steel frame covered 
with light colored terra cotta from the third to twelfth floors with dark gray cast 
iron ornamental sheathing on the first to third floors. The semicircular projecting 
canopy over the main door is covered with this lavish ornament. The first and second 
floors have single light plate glass display windows. The floors above have "Chicago 
windows" (large fixed center pane, flanked by one-over-one light, double hung, 
operating sash). The window scheme is based on the steel frames of the building and 
since their major dimensions were horizontal punctuated by thin vertical piers 
broken by narrow bands of ornament on each floor.

The interior space is for multi-use on all floors with main stairways in the northeast 
and southeast corners of the building. There are two sets of secondary stairs. Much 
of the original ornament remains (capitals) but they have been painted but st&ir 
balusters have been removed. The most significant change was the removal of the
projecting cornice at the roof line which has been replaced by a simple terra cotta 
parapet.
The richest part of the store is intact and is described by Burchard and Bush-Brown 
thus: "Along the sidewalks, one saw the relentless precision of piers faced with 
terra cotta, richly embellished with the elaborate floral ornament characteristic 
of the architect. Here the show windows drew the pedestrian toward the great corner 
entrance where the rhythm was climaxed by a protruding rotunda with beautifully 
molded bronze-framed bull's-eye windows....no designer in America had more successfully 
turned a corner on a busy street intersection.... Here Sullivan had designed one of 
the most audacious, far-seeing buildings in America's history."1

1 Burchard, John, and Bush-Grown Albert. The Architecture of America. 
Little Brown and Co>, 1966, pp. 201-OZ.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As the white classical palaces America had seen at the Chicago Fair in 1893 were 
repeated across America in the form of Banks, Civic Buildings, imposing residences and 
department stores, Louis Sullivan was designing the most original and practical 
structure for a dry goods merchant at the busy corner of State Street and Madison 
Street in Chicago. The Schlesinger and Mayer department store was not eclectic—it 
logically and directly defined the owners needs and displayed his wares. The store 
was built in three stages: In 1891 Schlesinger-Mayer, a firm established on that 
site since 1872, commissioned Dankmar Adler and Louis Sullivan to unite the facades of 
their existing store and design an addition, but the depression of 1893 ended the 
project. By 1899 Adler and Sullivan had dissolved the firm and Sullivan was again 
employed but he designed an entirely new building three bays wide on Madison Street. 
In 1903, the corner structure and its major portion (3 bays along Madison Street, 
the rounded entrance, and 7 bays along State Street) was begun and completed in 1904. 
The last five bays along State Street were constructed in 1906 and were designed by 
Daniel H. Burnham and Company in keeping with Sullivan's original plans. The original 
Madison Street building (1899) was 9 stories high, the rest of the structure 12 stories 
high. The original Schlesinger-Mayer Store sold out to Carson, Pirie, Scott in 1904.

The Carson, Pirie, Scott Department Store is not innovative technically—it uses the 
basic skeletal construction giving large unbroken floor areas—ideal for commerce. 
What was so original was the precise dicipline between the horizontal composition 
of the building and its magnificent detail. The organic ornament one associates with 
Sullivan is the most fully developed in this building described by Hugh Morrison, 
"The two story base is sheathed in a rich casing of ornamental iron... (it) is only a 
veneer about 1/2" thick and quite apart from its decorative value it represents an 
amazing technical achievement. The detail designed by Elmslie...is extremely fine and 
intricate, and some of it is free-standing. Kristian Schneider, an artist-craftsman 
who had worked with Sullivan more than 20 years, made the plaster models of the 
ornament from Elmslie's pencil drawing. He...modelled practically all of the orna­ 
ment of Sullivan's buildings for execution in iron, terra cotta or plaster from the 
time of the auditorium to the late banks. Schneider's models were cast very precisely 
by the firm of Winslow Brothers by means of new and improved technical processes. 
The result was that unprecidented virtuosities became possible in this 
technique."1

1 Morrison, Hugh. Louis Sullivan, Prophet of Modern Architecture. New York: 
Museum of Modern Art and W. W. Norton & Co., Inc. 1935, (revised in 1953), pp. 197- 
201, 303, 365-67.
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The Carson Pirie Scott Department Store was Sullivan's most important design 
achieved independently and it was his last major commission as a civic architect 
The building was cited as a Chicago Architectural Landmark in 1970.
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