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Tomn VJakefield

N3dress 30 Converse Street

Historic Name H.M. |-7arren School

Use: Present Closed

Original School
DESCRIPTION

Date c. 1395-1897

Source Historv of Wakefield

Style Renaissance Revival

Architect CharlP.A F.. Park

-Exterior Wall Fabric Rrirk ™ T.i*p~t-onp

Outbuildings vAnp

Major Alterations (with dates)
None

condition Eair

Moved NA Date

Acreage Under 1 acre

Setting Faces North on corner lot

set back froin street.

, Recorded byArrhi tpctural ~"reservation

QcganizaticnWakefield Historical
Conmi ssi on

Date March 1985



NATIC»IAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMEOT (if applicable) N

e of thefinest of an unusually well designed group of schools
in Wakefield, this Renaissance Revival structure i san.excellent
exanple of thestyle and  represents t heheyday of Wakefield's
suburban devel opment (1870-1910). The Warren School retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association, and nmeets Criteria A and C of t he
NRHP on t helocal level.

ARCH | ECTURAL SI GNFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the cammunity.

This 1 sa Renaissance Revival style, twostory brick school beneath

a hipped slate roof. The school's north facade has two projecting
end pavilions of 5 bays flanking a central section entered through

a triple arched portico onthefirst story. Wndows onthe first
floor have nmodest flared brick lintels while those onthesecond floor
have arched |imestone surrounds. There ar e 3 hipped roof dormers on
the roof. Wakefield' s school architecture i s of outstanding design
quality andthis school ranks anong t he finest.

H STCH CAL SIGNFI CANCE Explain the role owiers played in local or state history andhewthe
building relatestothe devel opinent of the conmmty.

This school was naned after Major Horace M Warren, a Civil War
soldier from Wakefield, who took part i nthe battles of Bull Run,
Ball's Bluff, theseige of Port Hudson, and battles of Spottsylvania,
Cold Harbor and Weldon Railroad where he was killed. He was a

menber of t heRichardson Light Guard i nal | butthelast 3 battles.

The school was built at theturn of thecentury t oeducate the large
number of children who had arrived i nt hetown during itsperiodof
most active suburbanization i nt hel1870s-1910s. The ease of conmute
to Boston, clean air and water, and t hebeauty of t hetown's two

| akes were cited by local businessmen as itsmjor attractions and
during this period industry'sgrowth stabilized and eventually began
to decline while t hetown expanded as a residential community.

BLI GERAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Eaton, Chester & Warren Eaton. Proceeding of t he250th Anniversary.
Readi ng, 1896.

Eaton, Wh & History Commttee. History of Wakefield, Wakefield, 1944.
Wakefield Historical Society, Vertical File, "Schools".
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