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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02116 

Town Arlington 

Address 3-5 Brattle Street 

Historic Name Baptist Society Meeting Hou 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's locatioa in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Use: Present 

Original 

Two-Family Residence 

Church 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1.790 

Source Parker's History nf Arlington 

Style Federal 

Architect Unknovvn 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard covered b. 
asphalt shingles 

Outbuildings Garage 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

Rear ell ca. 1850 

Recorded by Betsey Friedberg 

Organization Mass. Historical Commission 

Date 1/as 

Moved Yes DateCa. 1915 

Approx. acreage less ̂ ân one acre 

Setting The former meetinghouse is in a 

densely settled residential area, a short 

distance from Massachusetts Avenue. 

UTM : , 7/52 / ̂ iW/ 9 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECnmU SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural featui-es and ^ ,. 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the comnunity.) --^ • 

The Baptist Society Meeting House is a 3h - story, five-bay Federal-period structure 
with a doubl.» entry. Aside from the additions of chimneys, a porch, and modern siding, 
the exterior of the gable-end meetinghouse remains in its original condition. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state ̂  
history aid how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Built as the f i r s t Baptish Church in Arlington, formerly called Menotomy, this structure 
was modeled closely after the First Parish's First Meetinghouse (1734), which was then 
s t i l l standing on the corner of Massachusetts Avenue and .Pleasant Street I4s--ulti-mate 
model was the meetinghouse on Lexington Green in Lexington, Massachusetts, visible in 
engravings of the battle there on April. 19, 1775; i t was also modeled after the second 
Concord .neetinghouse, likewise visible in representations of the Concord Battle. The 
SIptist meetinghouse may have been constructed in such an old-^fashioned style in order tc 
give the sect, newly separated from the First Parish and the f i r s t denomination to do so, 
-an appearance of venerable orthodoxy. Of the four meetinghouses that were standing along 
Battle Road at the end of the 18th century, only this one survives. 

Sold by the Baptists in 1828 upon the completion of their church at the site of the 
present First Baptist Church, the meetinghouse was converted into a private residence before 
1880 and in 1913 was moved to the back of its original lot, "five rods square," and turned 
to face Brattle Street. 

' CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION ' ' ' ' '-'l- • ' 'Z\^^ 
The Baptist Society Meetinghouse possesses integrity of design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. I t f u l f i l l s criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places as a good example of Federal architecture and as a remnant of the development's of 
Arlington's f i r s t religious denominations. . * •. 

. • • ' ' .' . ' -' ~.« ' iiv 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Parker's History of Arlington * . , . 

i Cutter's History of Arlington 

. ... ' • 
Assessor's Records ' ' \ * ; ' • 

•' ~ • ^ . -xAy': ' .. " lOM - 7/82 
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United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Page 

.Multiple Resource A.'-ea dnr-lI 
Thematic Group 

Name Ar l ing ton M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTŜ  

Nomination/TvDe of Review Date/Signature 

y 1. T©w» Center Historic District C3oo^i>^''^ | / Keeper ]p-^'^'—AL<^ L A A 

Attest 

y •:. Pierce Farm Historic Di s t r i c t ^ " ^ ^ ' ^ ^ i ^ L ^ t t e ^ ^ ? ^ * " ^O^^^^^^^^W^Tco^^^^y^J 

Attest 

^ 3. Kensington Park Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t Entered 
National Beglster 

ttest 

4. Orvis Road Historic District Entered in the ^^T^eoer ZyjjM-A.i^tJ^h^'t.^ 

Attest 

5. A l l y n House Ta^sm^ ^ * • K ' ^ e p e r /0^(U-^«-A.o</^:9^:<-w^ 

Attest 

-3. Ar l ing ton Coal & Lumber Bater^d I n ^ __ - d e e p e r (;?iZ6^.M^.<,V^ye<^ 
Fetlonal " i ^ i w i r f.' 

Attest 

Arlington Gaslight Company t^fli—^ In ^f^eper .Ai-^-^^''''^-''-^^-A^^ 

Attest 

3. Arlington Pumping Station ̂ ^^^ ^ ^ "/"Keeper t;?(^-^«<-t>^->-<^^K<-.^ AuZ'/z^ 

Itetl^^n*! ll«#l«ter Attest 

9. Arlington Reservoir ^uufiLl<«4*I^*JaiJte.^^ j^tAeeper $fUL-~J,U^.^'^^[ 

Attest 

10. Baptist Society Meeting '^^^^j^ In '<^Aeepev rZ<il--<^^-'^^--*-^^^<^ 

uAr^9\ » e S ^ 
Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( " R " June 1984) 

UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Baptist Society Meeting House (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

cn resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
cn appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample CD request 

W n r W I n n N n . M A I ^ , 6 1 9 8 5 

Fed. Reg. D a t ^ 4 ^ < ^ ' 
Date Due: Z H j ^ ^ ' s f / W f - ^ ^ 
Action: ' - -^CCEPT ^ - y S- ->f J" 

Entered I n tiaa RETURN 
Jlet lon*! leete ter REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Statu* 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes C^no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

CU fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph f. 
CD completeness ..-.̂ jv 
^ clarity • . - ^^K:^ . . - , 

CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource ; «' , h^i^iiy:, 
CD context ^jffi^ . 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other ^ . . , . 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 

• other ; 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 








