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Rear ell ca. 1850
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ARCHI TECnmUSI GNI FI CANCE ( Descri be i nportant architectural featui-es and ~
evaluate interns of other buildings within thecomunity.) --Ne

The Baptist Society Meting House i sa 3h - story, five-bay Federal-period structure
with adold.»entry. Aside fromthe additions of chimeys, a porch, and nodern siding,
the exterior of the gabl e-end neetinghouse remains inits original condition.

HSTARCAL SGNFH CANCE (Explain therole owers played i nlocal or state”
history aidhowthebuilding relates tothe devel opnent of the community.)

Built as the first Baptish Church i nArlington, formerly called Menotony, this structure
was nodel ed closely after the First Parish's First Meetinghouse (1734), which was then
still standing onthe corner of Massachusetts Avenue and . Pl easant Street I4s--ulti-nmate
nodel was t he neeti nghouse on Lexi ngton Geen i n Lexington, Massachusetts, visiblei n
engravings of the battle there onApril. 19, 1775; it was al so nodel ed after the second
(oncord . neetinghouse, |ikewi se visible inrepresentations of the Concord Battle. The
SIptist meetinghouse nay have been constructed i n such an ol d-*fashioned style inorder tc
give the sect, newy separated fromthe First Parish andthe first denomnation todo so,
-an appear ance of venerable orthodoxy. @ the four neetinghouses that were standing al ong
Battle Road at the end of the 18th century, only this one survives.

Sold by the Baptists in 1828 upon the conpletion of their church at thesite of the
present First Baptist Church, the neetinghouse was converted into a private residence before
1880 and i n 1913 was noved t ot he back of its original lot, "five rods square," andturned
to face Brattle Street.

" CRI TERI A FOR EVALUATI ON e o' 2\

The Baptist Society Meetinghouse ’oossesses integrity of design, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. [tfultills criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Hstoric
M aces as a good exanpl e of Federal architecture and as a rermant of the devel opnent's of
Arlington's first religious denom nations. . *e
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Name Arlington Multiple Resource Area

State Middlesex County. MASSACHUETTS
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("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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Baptist Society Meeting House (Arlington MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS WnrwinnNn.  MAIA ,6 1985
Fed. Reg. Dat"r"4 "< N!
Date Due: ZHj AN Yosf/IwWf-An
Action: '--"CCEPT Ny S->f
cn resubmission Entered In tiaa RETURN
«  nomination by person or local government Jletlon*! leeteter REJECT
e owner objection Federal Agency:
cn appeal
Substantive Review: CU sample @D request * appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. See continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Statu* Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes C”™no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
good I lruins altered moved date.
CU fair Il unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| ldates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph f
CD completeness N
A clarity o MKEAL -,

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource ; «' h7inily:,
CD context Ajffin

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD justification of exception

CD other A

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs

* other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any Iltem may be continued on an attached sheet












