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SKETCH MAP 
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Recorded by L e s l i e L a r k i n 

Orgaiiization B r o o k l i n e H i s t . Comm. 

Date J anua ry 1979 

Town B r o o k l i n e MRA 

Address ^^314-320A H a r v a r d S t r e e t 

His tor ic Name Arcade B u i l d i n g 

Use: Present R e t a i l shops , s e r v i c e s , 
o t t i c e s 

Original Same 

DESCRIPTIOl/: 

P»te 1926 

Source B u i l d i n g p e r m i t 

Style 20th Century Commercial G o t h i c 

Architect George N . Jacobs 

Exterior wal l fabr ic c a s t s t o n e 

Outbuildings n nn P 

Major al terations ( v i t h dates) s e v e r a l 

s t o r e f r o n t s were a l t e r e d , 1927 

1958 

Moved No - Date N / A 

A p p r o x . a c r e a g e T . ^ Q Q M^ar. nr .^. g n - r o 

Setting The Arcade B u i l d i n g i s s e t 

a t t h e co-re o f a Hpn.«;p r-nTnmprpi a l 

c e n t e r . 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE CDescribe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings vd.thin the comnunity.) 

Unique to B r o o k l i n e , the Arcade B u i l d i n g i s a r e g i o n a l example o f an arcaded 
commercial b u i l d i n g . Two s t o r i e s o f shops and o f f i c e s surround a s k y l i t 
a t r i u m . B u i l t o f cast s tone, the s t r u c t u r e has a f l a t r o o f , accented by 
Gothic sp i res and Go th i c i zed p i e r s separat ing, i t s f i v e bays. A precas t 
concrete f r i e z e tops the b u i l d i n g . Second-story f e n e s t r a t i o n i s o r i g i n a l , 
and cons i s t s o f Ch icago-s ty le windows i n the ou te r bays f l a n k i n g a t r i p a r t i t e 
f ixed-pane window group i n the c e n t r a l bay. The b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e r i o r i s la rge ly 
i n t a c t . 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (.Explain, the role owners played in local or state 

history and how the building relates to the development of the conmmity.) 

Harvard S t r e e t i s one o f the e a r l i e s t roads found i n B r o o k l i n e , and i t was 
f i r s t known as the Road to the Col leges , and l a t e r as the Great Road to 
Cambridge, c ross ing the Charles at the Great Bridge (Larz Anderson B r i d g e ) . 
U n t i l the M i l l Dam was cons t ruc ted i n 1821, i t was the main road f rom Boston t( 
Cambridge. Charles H. S t eams , J r . , r e c a l l e d t h a t when he was a boy i n the 
1840s, the DevoTtion House (347 Harvard S t r ee t ) was the only house s tanding 
between Beacon V t r e e t and the Boston l i n e a t A l l s t o n , L a t e r , the Gr iggs , 
Cool idge , and Babcock farms l i n e d Harvard S t r e e t , and they gave way to s i n g l e -
f a m i l y homes, which i n t u r n gave way to commercial b u i l d i n g s , apartments, and 
p a r k i n g l o t s . Today, on ly the Devot ion House and one o ther house remain to 
g ive an idea o f Harvard S t r ee t be fo re 1920. 

The Arcade B u i l d i n g was b u i l t a t a t ime when Coolidge Comer and Harvard Stree'1 
were" t a k i n g on much o f the appearance they have today, and when the s t r e e t 
was r a p i d l y l o s i n g i t s r e s i d e n t i a l charac te r . The owner, Johnson, l i v e d sit 
60 Longwood AVenue and had a r e a l e s ta te o f f i c e a t 31 Sta te S t r e e t , Boston--
he must be considered one o f the developers o f the area. This i s the on ly 
b u i l d i n g o f i t s type i n B r o o k l i n e , bu t i t s p ro to type i s probably the bazaar 
o f the Middle East . A-famous example i s the G a l l e r i a o f M i l a n , and c loser to 
home, the Arcade B u i l d i n g i n Providence, an 1827 Greek Rev iva l g r a n i t e b u i l d i n j 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Coraniunity: Form No: 

BROOKLINE 16 
82-5 

Property Name: Arcade B u i l d i n g 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont inued * ' ' ; , 

G a l l e r i a i n Cambridge and the Chestnut H i l l M a l l . There was an e a r l i e r 
b u i l d i n g i n B r o o k l i n e V i l l a g e c a l l e d The Arcade, b u t apparen t ly i t was a 
sma l l wooden t a i l o r shop, and no t an arcade a t a l l . ' 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION î r -V -̂ v > ' • ; v . 

The Arcade B u i l d i n g meets C r i t e r i a A and C o f the N a t i o n a l Reg is te r o f H i s t o r i 
Places , be ing an impor t an t l a t e r example o f commercial development a t 
Coolidge Comer , one o f B r o o k l i n e ' s two major commercial areas, and be ing a 
xmique r e g i o n a l example o f an arcaded commercial b u i l d i n g w i t h much o f i t s 
i n t e r i o r i n t a c t . . 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dnr- l l 

Name RT-nnVi-in^ MPA 
State M^^f^iv r^nnt-y^ MARSAr.fflT.qF.TTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

1. Sevenels 

Date/Signature  

Su«Btantiv9 Review Keeper " " ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTIOrj 

^. Stoddard, Bela, House 
DOE/OVVNFR OBJECTIOl 

Attest 

'[eeper '^MZ^^fi^U^ ..I 'J^t^ /g-'//-. 

3. United Parish-Harvard 

Church r)UF/Û ,̂ ?-.?FR OBJECTION 
23vTi7lKeeper '/fif_JM:^:-ffil 

4. Anderson, Larz, Park 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

5. Arcade Building 

Attest 

iiW-I©vTBw creeper 

Attest 

-y-//^- JJ\M^7P^ fill i Nlk 

^!onai*Res^^^ "/l^per JTC^^^W^t^^^;^^^^ /<i/7/ff 

Attest 

6. ^ Beacon Street Historic AyKeeper 

^^^^ r^^ / - - - ^O - Vest 
7, Beaconsfield Terraces 

Historic D i s t r i c t 
Attest 

Bowdithh, William Ingersoll, Brfeared IH tSavUfeeper /'^'i</»-\wSscc^ /d / ^/vQ' 
House , lhi#i©nal Regl3ti9tf\> ^ 

Attest 

9, Brandegee Estate 

in Building 
(30—34 Station St.) 

jv4eeper ^.A^fi'^lAa^fi'lnA^^ /fi'nls<i Eaview WKeeper 

Attest 

Etttar.«I I« «« \ /^eper (y(U^^i^-^3y>^ ro/ry/^S 

Attest 
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