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1. Name 
historic Paul Gihh.q Hnn.qe 

and/or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 1147 Edmands Read-- N/A not for publication 

city, town Framingham vicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county M i d d l e s e x code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) x private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both X work in progress educational y private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N/A in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Mr. Al len M. Cl ick 

street & numt>er 535-550 Union Avenue 

city, town Framingham N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 01701 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 

street & numtier 208 Cambridge Street 

city, town Cambridge state Massachusetts 02141 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the H i s to r i c Assets 

title of the Commonwealth - #576 has this property been determined eligible? yes x no 

date 1979 . federal state county X local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town 
294 Washington Street 
Boston state Massachusetts 02108 





Paul Gibbs House, 1147 Edmands Road, Framingham 

8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
190O-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

J£ architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. Invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (sjseclfy) 

Specific dates ca. 1860 Builder/Architect Alexander Esty (probable) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Paul Gibbs House possesses i n t e g r i t y of-location, design, materials and setting as 
well as h i s t o r i c a l associations with Alexander Esty, a prominent Framingham architect, 
and with the a g r i c u l t u r a l development of northwest Framingham by the Gibbs family during 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. As a f i n e local example of the It a l i a n a t e s t y l e , 
i t meets c r i t e r i a A, B & C of the National Register of Hist o r i c Places. 

In i t s present condition, the Gibbs House i s a well-preserved example of It a l i a n a t e style 
architecture, one which retains i t s o r i g i n a l low hip roof, wide cornice with eyebrow 
windows, projecting moulded window surrounds, rusticated bay windows and o r i g i n a l entries 
with panelled doors. Although altered s l i g h t l y i n the early twentieth century, the 
house's i n t e r i o r retains i t s o r i g i n a l mouldings and doors; features such as casement 
shutters and s t a i r r a i l i n g s have been removed from t h e i r o r i g i n a l locations (ca. 1920-30), 
but have been stored i n undamaged condition i n the house's a t t i c . The s i m i l a r i t y of these 
features to those of several other I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e houses designed by Alexander Esty 
and b u i l t i n Framingham i n the l a t e 1850s and 1860s, most notably the George Weeks House 
(1865) on Edgell Road, provides the basis upon which the Gibbs House i s attributed to Esty. 

A native of Framingham, Alexander Esty (1826-1881) 
of Richard Bond i n the 1840s and l a t e r , i n the off 
During the 1850s, Esty returned to Framingham wher 
tended throughout New England and included a large 
Boston, 1861, the Methodist Church at Burlington, 
Church at Cambridge, 1851), public buildings (Mass 
and Framingham, 1850s, i n i t i a l plans for the const 
1880) and private houses, few of which have been i 

studied architecture i n the Boston of f i c e 
ice of Gridley J.F. Bryant of Boston, 
e he established a practice that ex-
number of churches (Emmanuel Church, 
Vermont, 1861 and the Prospect Baptist 
achusetts State Normal Schools at Worcester 
ruction of the U.S. Library of Congress 
dentified outside of those i n Framingham. 

Bu i l t around the time of the marriage of Paul W. Gibbs (born 1832) and Phebe VanBurschoten 
of New York i n the lat e 1850s or early 1860s, the Gibbs House i s the last remaining of 
several Gibbs family homesteads that were b u i l t along Edmands Road near Gibbs' Mountain 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Descendant from Matthew Gibbs who settled 
nearby i n Sudbury i n 1654, the Gibbs family had begun acquiring farmland i n northwest 
Framingham by 1754, when Jonathan Gibbs and his brother, Micah, bought several farms which 
were l a t e r enlarged by Micah's son, Phinehas (1757-1846) and Micah's grandson, Josiah, 
(1801-1873) from whom Paul W. Gibbs received the entire family farm i n 1872. The whole 
property remained i n Gibbs' ownership u n t i l his death, af t e r which i t was sold to Thomas 
J. Bowlker i n 1904 and subsequently to Charles Beebe who converted the Paul Gibbs House 
into a boarding house for farm workers and continued to operate the surrounding property 
as a farm u n t i l the 1970s. Due to t h i s stable ownership and continued a g r i c u l t u r a l use, 
the r u r a l s e t t i n g of the Gibbs House has been preserved. 
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A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

>H*d States 
itional Park Serrtcs 

fVALUATlON / RETURN S H t 

Gibbs, Paul, House 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
nomination by psrson or local governmsnt 
ownsr object ion 
appsal 

Substantive Review: sample request 

FEB 8 1983 Working No. 
Fed. Reg. n'af^- '• '7, )ri, . 
Date Dua- 3/^3 - 3/^iyi3 

Act ion: - L ^ A C C E P ' f ' ^ / " / ^ ^ 
RETURN 

_ R E J E C T . 
Federal Agency: 

national Segleteij^ 

appeal NR decision 

»r's comments : 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see cof«tlnustion sheet 

• Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. Owner of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

, Mov^d date 

• ummary parigraph 
completeness 
c lan ty 
alterations integrity 











COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l i l Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 
H I Q T O R I P A I Boston, Massachusetts 
n i O l ^ n i O M L . 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

February 4, 1983 • 

Ms. Carol S h u l l , Chief 
Nat ional Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Nat ional Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the follo w i n g nomination forms: 

Acton - Acton Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) 
Cheshire - Hall's Tavern ( l o c a l ) 
Essex - David Burnham House (national) 
Framingham - Concord Square H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) 

^^ramingham - Paul Oibbs House ( l o c a l ) 
Gardner - Garbose Building ( l o c a l ) . i ' 
Hopkinton - Hopkinton Supply Co. Building ( l o c a l ) 
Marlborough - Temple Block ( l o c a l ) 
Marlborough - Warren Block ( l o c a l ) 
North Adams - Ch^^h Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) 
Weymouth - Fogg Building ( l o c a l ) 
Winchester - Philemon Wright - Asa Locke Farm ( l o c a l ) 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have 
been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . Owners 
were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 
days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to 
comment. Comments received to date are attached to the nomina­
t i o n forms. 

Sincerely, 

• N 

Candace Jenkins 

Registration Director iZ^ 

CJ/lk 
/ 


