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The Louville Niles House, one of the most stylish and best-preserved examples
of the Queen Anne style in the City of Somerviiie, retains integrity of
location, design, materials, workmanship, and feeling. Historically the
property is significant for its associations with Louville Niles, a successful
Boston provisioner who was active in Somerviiie real estate during the city's
peak growth years. Significant in his ownright, Niles also typified the
middle-class resident/entrepreneur who built comfortable homes in Somerviiie
in the late-19th century. The Louville Niles House thus fulfills Criteria A
and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTTIHAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in teams of
other buildings within the ocomnunity.

The Louville Niles House is significant as one of the best-preserved examples
of the Queen Anne style in the city. The Niles House was designed by Edwin K.
Blankie was trained at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and was active
in residential and commercial construction in 1870s. Included among his other
Somerviiie residences at 97 Munroe Street. Notable features are the conical
tower with its copper finial, the half tiirbered gables, and asymetrical
massing of the design. A mix of patterned shingles and clapboard add
dynamisum to the building. The front gable contains a small oriel window.

HISTORICAL SGNIFCANCE Explain the role owneas played in local or state history and hav the
building relates to the devdoproent of the conBnunity.

Louville Niles was born in North Way, Maine in January 1839, and came to
Boston in 1860. In 1870 he formed a partnerhip with his two brothers in the '
provision business under the name Niles Brothers. In 1895 it was merged with
the Boston Packing and Provision Company. Niles moved from Boston to
Somerviiie in 1882 and purchased the Bradshaw estate on Walnut Street, which
extended from Munroe to Boston Street. In 1890, the nominated property was
erected on the site, one of the last prestigious single-family homes built on
Prospect Hill.

Niles was active as a developer of real estate in the Prospect Hill area in

the 1890s. He was typical of Prospect Hills late-19th century residents, a

Boston merchant who commuted from this pleasant suburban neighborhood into the '
city by convenient public transporation.
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