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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Winstead Hill is typical of the knobs of the Harpeth Valley of 
the Nashville Basin of Tennessee. The crest of the hill is 
840 feet above mean sea level, approximately 200 feet higher than 
the Town of Franklin, two miles to the northwest; it was obviously 
an excellent command and observation post.

Certainly, Winstead Hill does not have a cosmetic appearance. The 
visitor will find throughout the area the wild flowers, trees, and 
geological formations—mostly, probably, Ordovician limestones—a 
few inches under the soil—that are characteristic of, and 
identified with, the Nashville Basin.

In 19M-8, Walter A,. Roberts deeded 9.75 areas on Winstead Hill to 
the United Daughters of the Confederacy as a memorial to the 
soldiers of the Confederacy to be maintained as a park. The 9.7 
acres has not been radically altered. Some alterations were 
necessary. Barbed wire fences are on the south, west, and north 
boundaries. The Columbia Pike, U. S. Highway 31, to its east, has 
been widened, and the State Department of Transportation maintains 
a six-to-eight car roadside park at the base of the hill.

About twenty years ago, a stone walk, with three sets of steps 
with handrails was built by the United Daughters of the Confederacy, 
leading to a shelter at the 825 foot level. The stone used was 
quarried from the site. Under the shelter is a metal relief map, 
provided by the Tennessee Historical Commission descrihingthe troop 
movement during the battle.

The United Daughters of the Confederacy is in the process of 
restoring the walks and shelter which are in good condition, and 
the organization has requested no financial help from any sources. 
It will continue to preserve the area as a living part of our 
community spirit.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jefferson Davis In his book The Rise and Fall of the Confederate 
States referred to the battle of Franklin, November 30, 1864-, as 
"one of the bloodiest battles of the war." He wrote "the 
Confederates won a victory, but at a fearful cost." General John 
Bell Hood r s command post during the battle was on the northern slope 
of Winstead Hill (named for Samuel Winstead of Franklin, Tennessee). 
Major General Benjamin F. Cheatham T s corps was deployed at the base 
of the hill before the charge in the later afternoon of that 
November.

From his observation post on the hill, 200 feet above the Union- 
occupied town of Franklin two miles away, General John Bell Hood 
looked over a broad open field that rolled gently toward Federal 
positions. He watched his command of 18,000 Confederate infantry 
men move relentlessly toward the enemy trenches. He saw and heard 
the Union infantry and artillery open fire and saw his men fade 
into the smoke of the battle. The Confederate forces charged and 
were thrown back thirteen times. When the battle was over late 
that night, the Confederates had lost 6,000 men dead or wounded, 
including five generals dead and six others wounded, one mortally.

From the command post, Figuers r Hill and its Fort Granger, three 
miles away, can still be seen. The railroad tracks, the Harpeth 
River, the MeGavock House (Carnton), and Murfreesboro Road, all 
significant during the battle, can also be seen from the site in 
the fall. Roper T s Knob, north of Franklin, had a signal station 
constructed under the supervision of the Union Captain, W. E. 
Merrill, who also supervised the building of Fort Granger, 1862-63.

Winstead Hill is most significant as the beginning point of the 
important Battle of Franklin, the beginning of the end for the 
Confederate Army In the West which was culminated in the Battle 
of Nashville two weeks later.

Winstead Hill; the Carter House, which was in the center of the 
battle; Carnton, where the dead Confederate generals were 
carried after the battle and where a Confederate cemetery was 
later established; and Fort Granger, the Union stronghold, are 
the four remaining points of interest relating to the Battle of 
Franklin. All of these except Winstead Hill are currently in 
the National Register of Historic Places. Industrial developments
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SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)
are expanding southward from Franklin, and are approaching Winstead 
Hill. It is important that the hill be preserved in order to 
interpret the Battle of Franklin. The United Daughters of the 
Confederacy are determined that it shall be preserved. Inclusion 
in the National Register would greatly assist them in their project.
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