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NAME 
HISTORIC Shirley Shaker Village 

AND/OR COMMON 

Massachusetts Correctional I n s t i t u t i o n , Shirley 

LOCATION ^ r i' a 
STREET&NUMBER ^ V 

Harvard Road _NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN y_. . 

Shirley and-Loneasfe VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Four th 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 
025 

COUNTY CODE 

Middlesex (Worcester) 017 (027) 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
X_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
i iPUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ I N PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
?L0CCUPIED 

3LUN0CCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

_ Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

_ N 0 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

xoTHEpCorrec-
t i o n s i n s t . 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Department o f C o r r e c t i o n , Frank A . H a l l , Coinmissioner 
STREETS. NUMBER 

Leverett Sal t o n s t a l l Building, 100 Cambridge Street 

CITY. TOWN 

Boston VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 02202 

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Middlesex County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds (Worcester County Reg i s t ry ) 
STREETS NUMBER 

208 Cambridge Street (2 Main Street) 
CITY. TOWN 

Cambridge (Worcester) 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Inventory of Hi s t o r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 
DATE 

1975 —FEDERAL _XSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

CITY. TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 02108 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

^ G O O D 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 
X ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINALSITE 

5.M0VED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Shirley Shaker Village i s located on the southern border of the Town of Shirley and 
extends into the northernmost section of the Town of Lancaster. The Village i s centered 
primarily on either side of Harvard Road which runs north and south. To the west of the 
d i s t r i c t i s a ridge, once covered with orchards, and f i e l d s slope easterly to the Nashua 
River. 

There are nineteen buildings i n the d i s t r i c t , fourteen of which were part of the o r i g i n a l 
Shaker Village. This represents a large part of the o r i g i n a l v i l l a g e which was composed 
of twenty-six structures. Most of the buildings l i n e Harvard Road, while others have 
been moved (#9,#13, #14, #4, and #5) j u s t a short distance from t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s . 
Which buildings were moved has been determined by the presence of poured concrete founda­
tions l a i d when the I n d u s t r i a l School for Boys moved the buildings i n the early twentieth 
century. Two other buildings have been removed from the v i l l a g e e n t i r e l y - the o r i g i n a l 
meeting house which was moved i n the 1950's to the Hancock Shaker Village i n Hancock, 
Massachusetts, and the Shaker hospital which was moved i n 1906 and i s now a residence 
near the e x i t to Shirley o f f Route 2. The d i s t r i c t includes both brick buildings and 
clapboard buildings. The b r i c k structures are said to have been b u i l t of l o c a l brick 
made i n Lancaster. 

The d i s t r i c t i s part of a larger complex known as the Massachusetts Correctional I n s t i ­
t u t i o n at Shirley. The other MCI buildings were b u i l t during the twentieth century, 
but t h e i r materials (brick, stone, clapboard) do not impose upon the Shaker area; and a 
r u r a l s e t t i n g , with open f i e l d s and tree-shaded streets, i s maintained throughout. 

The buildings at Shirley were not unlike buildings i n other Shaker v i l l a g e s . They possess 
the same s i m p l i c i t y and ingenuity that marks them as d i s t i n c t i v e . A number of descrip­
tions by v i s i t o r s to the Shirley v i l l a g e o f f e r a v i v i d picture of the buildings themselves. 
William Bentley, who v i s i t e d Shirley i n 1795, was impressed by the sturdy construction 
of the meeting house and found the rooms i n the dwelling houses to be clean, orderly 
and well furnished. In 1875 William Dean Howells wrote of his impressions of "the unpap-
ered walls, the scrubbed floors hidden only by rugs and s t r i p s of carpeting, and the 
plain f l a t f i n i s h of the wood-work. Each chamber accommodates two brothers or two s i s ­
t e r s , and i s appointed with two beds, two rocking chairs, two wash stands, and a wood 
stove with abundance of rugs . . . . There were few tokens of personal taste i n the ar­
rangement of the rooms." 

The e a r l i e s t buildings i n the d i s t r i c t were described by a v i s i t o r i n 1831 as being 
painted yellow with a few painted white. The brick buildings i n the v i l l a g e were prob­
ably b u i l t sometime a f t e r 1840 when a br i c k factory nearby became a source for new 
masonry buildings. 

One of these brick structures was the Administration Building (#12) which r e f l e c t s the 
design of a similar Shaker o f f i c e i n Canterbury, New Hampshire. With the exception of 
the addition of two f r o n t porticos and f i v e dormers, the exterior remains r e l a t i v e l y 
unchanged. The North Family Office Building (#2)is also brick and has granite l i n t e l s . 
Brick d e n t i l work provides a touch of the decorative i n t h i s otherwise simple design. 
The shed dormers, portico and f a n l i g h t were alterations made by the I n d u s t r i a l School 
for Boys. The North Family Office housed the Massachusetts State Police Barracks i n 
the early 1950's. 

continued 
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# 7 : 

The North Family Farmhouse (#3) i s one of the e a r l i e s t buildings i n t h i s Shaker v i l l a g e . 
I t i s three stories high and eight bays wide. There are brick chimneys on either 
end of the ridge roof, and the shuttered windows have six-over-six l i g h t s . There 
has been l i t t l e change to the facade, although two e l l s were added to the rear by the 
In d u s t r i a l School for Boys. 

Today buildings #12, #11, #5 and #4 serve as residences for correctional personnel. 
The other Shaker buildings are unoccupied. 

Map Key; 

1. North Family Shaker Barn and a u x i l i a r y farm buildings 
2. North Family Office Building 
3. North Family Farmhouse 
4. Shaker building 
5. Shaker build i n g 
6. Brick Sheiker Dormitory 
7. Church Family building 
8. Brick Shaker Dormitory 
9. Shaker building 

10. Shaker Ice House and pond 
11. Brick Ministry Shop 
12. Administration Office 
13. Shaker build i n g 
14. Shaker building 
16. Holy H i l l 
17. Shaker cemetery 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Shirley Shaker Village i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the survivors of New England settle*'^ 
ments made by the members of the Shaker f a i t h . 

The Shaker community at Shirley began i n 1793 on a s i t e about two miles from the Shir­
ley Station on the Fitchburg Railroad. The land was a g i f t of four wealthy citizens -
E l i j a h and Ivory Wildes, John Warren, and Nathan Willard. The Wildes' farms consisted 
of 250 acres of woods and f l a t i n tervale. Later, as the Shakers grew i n size and pros­
pered, surrounding properties, including some i n the Shirley town center, were purchased 
and at the end of the nineteenth century the Shakers held over 2000 acres. 

The Shirley eommunity was made up of three "families" - the North Family, Church Family 
and South Family. The arrangement of the buildings was similar to that i n other Shaker 
villages - with the structures neatly l i n i n g either side of the main road. The early 
settlement made use of some of i t s benefactors' homes. E l i j a h Wilde's house was the 
nucleus for the Church Family as was his brother Ivory's house for the North Family. 
Over the l i n e i n Landaster Nathan Willard's house was used by the South Family. - -li. 

The Shirley Shaker v i l l a g e began with f o r t y - f o u r adult members who i n 1797 signed the • 
Shirley Covenant proclaiming a Shaker Society. The covenant was based on the o r i g i n a l 
one from Mount Lebanon (New York) signed two years e a r l i e r . The Society continued to 
at t r a c t members, and by 1853 there were about 150 residents i n the Shaker Village at 
Shirley. , -• • : 

The Shakers were hard-working people, espousing "freedom from debt, owing no man any­
thing." Applesauce aaking was the main industry at the Shirley Village, although there 
were other industries such as broom-making, the manufacture of dish and flo o r mops, 
the making of j e l l i e s , dry sweet corn, and maple sugar, the rai s i n g of garden seed and 
blackberries, and the preparation of herbs. I n l a t e r years, as the membership dwindled, 
the few sisters and brothers made what l i t t l e money they could by s e l l i n g milk to the 
townspeople and harvesting the timber on t h e i r vast acreage. 

The Shaker Society at Shirley was dissolved i n 1908 and the remaining Shakers sold t h e i r 
goods and moved to the Harvard v i l l a g e . The land and buildings were sold to the Common­
wealth of Massachusetts for an I n d u s t r i a l School f o r Boys. The school used many of the 
Shaker buildings, r e h a b i l i t a t i n g and rearranging them to s u i t t h e i r purposes. 

Presently the v i l l a g e i s used by the Massachusetts Department of Corrections as a pre­
release penal i n s t i t u t i o n for r e h a b i l i t a t e d criminals. The Department of Correction 
hopes to restore the Shaker buildings through the development of a tr a i n i n g program 
whereby inmates w i l l learn restoration s k i l l s which w i l l , i n tu r n , lead to employment 
upon release. 
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Shirley Shaker Vi l l a g e , Shirley and Lancaster, Massachusetts (Middlesex and Worcester  
Cotinties) 

The boundaries of the d i s t r i c t include the locations of the sites of 12 buildings 
no longer standing. The only foundation s t i l l v i s i b l e i s that of the Meeting 
House on Harvard Road. Evidence of the other sites has been obliterated by 
landscaping and other projects of the Department of Corrections. 

Boundary description (revised): 

The d i s t r i c t begins at the north end on Harvard Road at the entrance gate to the 
correctional f a c i l i t y and runs west along an i n s t i t u t i o n road, then curving south 
along the road behind the barn about 300 feet , then east 100 feet to another 
i n s t i t u t i o n road. The boundary runs south along the west side of t h i s road to 
an i n s t i t u t i o n road i n Lancaster, j u s t over the Lancaster/Shirley l i n e , thence 
west about 50 feet on the south side of t h i s road, thence south behind #9 about 
3000 feet to the Shaker b u r i a l ground and around the base (topographical line) 
of Holy H i l l (Shaker H i l l ) . The boundary then turns east to Harvard Road and 
runs north on the east side of the road to a point about 100 feet south of an 
i n s t i t u t i o n road rtinning east. The boundary runs east ( p a r a l l e l to the i n s t i t u ­
t i o n road)about 700 f e e t , then 100 feet north, then west along the north side 
of the i n s t i t u t i o n road to a point about 75 feet from Harvard Road, thence 
north p a r a l l e l to and 75 feet from Harvard Road to an i n s t i t u t i o n road where 
the boundairy turns to the east side of Harvard Road where i t runs to the point 
of beginning. 
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NAME 
HISTORIC S h i r l e y Shaker V i l l a g e 

AND/OR COMMON 

Massachusetts Correctional I n s t i t u t i o n - Shirley 

LOCATION 
Middlesex s 

CITY, TOWN Shirley and Lancaster VICINITY OF Worcester STATE ^ 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE USGS, S h i r l e y Quadrangle 

SCALE 1 :24000 DATE 1955 
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1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 
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