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The Shirley Shaker Village is located on the southern border of the Town of Shirley and
extends into the northernmost section of the Town of Lancaster. The Village is centered
primarily on either side of Harvard Road which runs north and south. To the west of the
district is a ridge, once covered with orchards, and fields slope easterly to the Nashua
River.

There are nineteen buildings in the district, fourteen of which were part of the original
Shaker Village. This represents a large part of the original village which ws conposed
of twenty-six structures. Mst of the buildings line Harvard Road, while others have
been nmoved (#9,#13, #14, #4, and #5) just a short distance fromtheir original sites.

Whi ch buildings were noved has been determ ned by the presence of poured concrete founda-
tions laid when the Industrial School for Boys noved the buildings in the early twentieth
century. Tw other buildings have been renoved fromthe villageentirely - the original
meeting house which was noved in the 1950's to the Hancock Shaker Village in Hancock,
Massachusetts, and the Shaker hospital which was noved in 1906 and is now a residence
near the exit to Shirley off Route 22 The district includes both brick buildings and

cl apboard buildings. The brick structures are said to have been built of local brick
nade i n Lancaster.

The district is part of a larger conplex known as the Massachusetts Correctional Insti-
tution at Shirley. The other MY buildings were built during the twentieth century,
but their materials (brick, stone, clapboard) do not inpose upon the Shaker area; and a
rural setting, with open fields and tree-shaded streets, i s maintained throughout.

The buildings at Shirley were not unlike buildings in other Shaker villages. They possess
the sane simplicityand ingenuity that marks themas distinctive. A nunber of descrip-
tions by visitors to the Shirley village offer a vivid picture of the buildings thensel ves.
Wlliam Bentley, who visited Shirley in 1795 ~was inpressed by the sturdy construction

of the meeting house and found the rooms in the dwelling houses to be clean, orderly

and well furnished. In 1875 W /lliam Dean Howells wrote of his inpressions of "the unpap-
ered walls, the scrubbed floors hidden only by rugs and strips of carpeting, and the
plain flat finish of the wood-work. Each chanber accommodates two brothers or two Sis-
ters, and is appointed with tw beds, two rocking chairs, tw wash stands, and a wood
stove with abundance of rugs .... There were few tokens of personal taste in the ar-
rangement of the roons."

The earliest buildings inthe district were described by a visitor in 1831 as being
painted yellow with a few painted white. The brick buildings in the village were prob-
ably built sometime after 1840 when a brick factory nearby became a source for new
masonry buil dings.

e of these brick structures was the Administration Building (#12) which reflects the
design of a similar Shaker office in Canterbury, New Hanpshire. Wth the exception of
the addition of two front porticos and five dormers, the exterior remains relatively
unchanged. The North Famly Office Building (#2)is also brick and has granite lintels.
Brick dentil work provides a touch of the decorative in this otherwi se sinple design.
The shed dornmers, portico and fanlight were alterations made by the Industrial School
for Boys. The North Famly Office housed the Massachusetts State Police Barracks in
the early 1950's.

continued
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The North Fam |y Farmhouse (#3) i sone of theearliest buildings i nthis Shaker village.
It i sthree stories high and eight bays wide. There arebrick chimeys on either

end of theridge roof, and theshuttered w ndows have six-over-six lights. There

has been |ittle change t ot hefacade, although twoells were added totherear by the
Industrial School f or Boys.

Today buildings #12, #11, #5 and #4 serve as residences for correctional personnel.
The ot her Shaker buildings are unoccupied.

Map Key;

1. North Fam |y Shaker Barn and auxiliary farm buildings
2. North Famly Office Building
3. North Fam |y Farnhouse

4. Shaker building

5. Shaker building

6. Brick Sheiker Dormtory

7. Church Famly building

8. Brick Shaker Dormtory

9. Shaker building

10. Shaker | ce House and pond

11.  Brick Ministry Shop

12.  Administration Office

13.  Shaker building

14.  Shaker building

16. Holy Hill

17.  Shaker cenetery
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FEI A C LATES BU LOER ARCH TECT

STATEMENT - S QN H CANCE

The Shirley Shaker Village i ssignificant as one of t hesurvivors of NewEngl and settle*'?
nments nmade by t he nenbers of t he Shaker faith.

The Shaker community at Shirley began i n1793 ona site about twomles fromthe Shir-
ley Station onthe Fitchburg Railroad. Theland was agift of four wealthy citizens -
Elijah and Ivory W ldes, John Warren, and Nathan Wllard. The Wldes' farns consisted
of 250 acres of woods and flat intervale. Later, ast heShakers grew i nsize and pros-
pered, surrounding properties, including sone i nthe Shirley town center, were purchased
and at the end of the nineteenth century t heShakers held over 2000 acres.

The Shirley eonmunity was nade up of three "famlies" - the North Fam |y, Church Famly
and South Fam ly. The arrangenent of the buildings was simlar tothat i nother Shaker
villages - with the structures neatly lining either side of themin road. Theearly
settlement nmade use of sone of its benefactors' hones. Elijah Wl de's house was t he
nucl eus for the Church Fam |y aswas hi s brother Ivory's house forthe North Famly.
Over theline i nLandaster Nathan Wllard's house was used by the South Fam|y. - -l

The Shirley Shaker village began with forty-four adult menbers whoi n1797 signed the
Shirley Covenant proclaimng a Shaker Society. Thecovenant was based onthe original
one from Mount Lebanon (NewYork) signed twoyears earlier. TheSociety continuedt o
attract menbers, and by 1853 there were about 150 residents i nt heShaker Villageat
Shirley. , 4

The Shakers were hard-working people, espousing "freedomfrom debt, owi ng no nman any-
thing." Applesauce aaking was the main industry at the Shirley Village, although there
were other industries such as broom making, the manufacture of dish and floor nops,

the making of jellies, drysweet corn, and maple sugar, theraising of garden seed and
bl ackberries, and the preparation of herbs. 1 nlater years, asthe menbership dwi ndled,
the fewsisters andbrothers nade what |ittle rmoney they could by selling mlk to the
t ownspeopl e and harvesting t hetimber ontheir vast acreage.

The Shaker Society at Shirley was dissolved i n1908 and t he remai ning Shakers sold their
goods and noved t ot he Harvard village. Theland andbuildings were sold t othe Gonmon-
wealth of Massachusetts for anlndustrial School for Boys. Theschool used nany of the
Shaker buildings, rehabilitating and rearranging themt osuit their purposes.

Presently thevillage i sused by the Massachusetts Department of Correctionsas a pre-
rel ease penal institution forrehabilitated crimnals. TheDepartment of Correction
hopes t orestore the Shaker buildings through t hedevel opnent of atraining program
whereby inmateswill learn restoration skills whichwill, inturn, lead t o enployment
upon rel ease.
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Shirley Shaker Village, Shirley and Lancaster, Massachusetts (M ddlesex and Worcester
Cotinties)

The boundaries of thedistrict includethelocations of thesites of 12 buildings
no longer standing. Theonly foundation still visible i sthat of t he Meeting
House onHarvard Road. Evidence of t heother sites has been obliterated by

| andscaping and ot her projects of t heDepartnent of Corrections.

Boundary description (revised):

The district begins at thenorth end onHarvard Road at t heentrance gate t o t he
correctional facility and runs west along aninstitution road, then curving south
along theroad behind t hebarn about 300 feet, then east 100 feet t o another
institution road. The boundary runs south along t hewest side of this roadto

an institution road i nLancaster, just over thelancaster/Shirley line, thence
west about 50 feet onthesouth side of this road, thence south behind #9 about
3000 feet t ot he Shaker burial ground and around the base (topographical line)

of Holy Hill (Shaker Hill). The boundary then turns east t oHarvard Road and
runs north ont heeast side of theroad t oa point about 100 feet south of an
institution road rtinning east. The boundary runs east (parallel totheinstitu-
tion road)about 700 feet, then 100 feet north, then west along thenorth side

of theinstitution road t oapoint about 75feet from Harvard Road, thence

north parallel toand 75 feet fromHarvard Road t o aninstitution road where

the boundairy turns t ot heeast side of Harvard Road where i truns t othepoint

of beginning.
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