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The Captain GershomBradford House i slocated at 931 Trenont Street i n Duxbury.
Trenont Street ?R)ute 3A) was one of theearliest roads between Boston and the
southern part of thestate. The property i sconprised of 9-3/4 acres of well-

| andscaped grounds. The | and surrounding the house i soccupied by nodest flower
beds and | ow stone wal ls. Lilacs, boxtrees, and dogwoods planted by early neners
of theBradford famly remain. Acreage nore distant fromthe house Includes horse
chestnut, silver beech, and spruce trees. The building stands opposite the house
of GCamaliel Bradford, Gershoms brother and fellow seacaptain. The propertyis
bordered by Harrison Street to thenorth, a golf course totheeast, and |arge
lot residential structuresto thesouth and west.

The two story Federal style building was constructed i n 1807-1808 b?/ Captain Ger-
shomBradford. The original house has an I__-shrg)ed plan. Thenmain five bay w de
l%x two bay deeﬁ ridge roof section has an inside end chimey at each gabl e peak.

e twostory hip roof ell extends fromthe southern end of the rear ?east) el eva-
tion. It hasatall insideendchinmey onits northelevation. A twostory, ridge
roof addition extends fromtherear (east) elevationof theell. This addition
projects southward and repl aces a bam which was originally attached totheell.
This deteriorated bamwas renoved i n 1893.

The entire structure i ssheathed i nclapboards painted bl ue- %ray. The north and
south el evations of the nain section have rough brick beneath the clapboards.
Fenestration i s&6 with slightly projecting lintels andsills framed by |ouvered
shutters. Thewater table, entablature, and coner boards areplain. The symmetri-
cal facade faces west. The approach tothefront door i s awalkway of cube-shaped,
vol cani ¢ stone bl ocks which were brought fromItaly as ballast by Captain Bradford.
The entrance i s flanked by sideli Phts and headed b?/ a fanlight. Asmll flat hood
sigjported by two brackets on a nol ded cornice shields the door. The north and south
el evations each have triangular wndows i nthegable ends oneither side of the

i nsi de chi rmeP/s. The rear (east) el evationhas four asymmetrically Pl aced w ndows
and avertically paneled door i nthe southemendby theell. Theell isthree

bays deep onits south elevation. |t hasthree asymetrically placed w ndows

of contrastingscale onits north eleAation.

The addition extends along therear elevationof theell and continues out beyond
the south el evationof thenain sectionof the house. The facade of the addition
is three bays wide. It has an entrance franmed by shutters onits northern end.

The rear (east) elevationof theaddition has anof f center entrance and a wooden
deck with railing. Thewndows on theaddition's elevations are smaller than those
of thenain house. They are asymmetrically placed and shutterless.

The interior of thehouse retains hand wought noldings i ntheparlor andcenter hall.
Fl oors and woodwork are painted, thelatter inthe sane |ead gray as the original.
VMl | paper is ori?inal | ntwo of the four front roons. Mich original Bradford furni-
ture remains. Al | of thefumshings are of theperiod and grade used by the famly.
The cellar contains a large brick cistem

The interior of theell has been slightly nodified. A small kitchen andbath were added.
The el |l 1 soccupied year round as a security neasure. The house i s owned by t he Duxbury
Rural and Historical Society, Inc.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain GershomBradford House i s significant for the si nﬁl e quality of its
early 19th century Federal design and for its associationwith the Bradford famly,
who retained ownership of the house from 1807 t o 1968.

GershomBradford was bom i n 1774,  He was the grandson of a Representativet o

the General Court andthe sonof a Revolutionary Vs colonel. Gershomwent tosea
at age 17 and sail ed under his ol der brothers Ganaliel and Daniel, both of whom
were shipnasters. He becane a nate i n 1796 and a master sone four years |ater.
The three brothers built houses at about the sane tinme. Gamaliel's hone (National
Regi ster nomnation) isdirectly across tlie road from Gershoms; Daniel's isa
third of amle a\/\aﬁl. Jerusha Bradford, their sister, married Ezra Wstonl| |,
Cuxbury' s ;eadi ng shi pbui | der and owner of the King Caesar House (National Register
noni nati on).

Grshomsailed as nate with Captain Ganaliel onthe ship Mry' in 1799 and hel ped
resist the attack of a French privateer. A simlar encounter on the ship Industry
occurred the fol lowing year. [Vhile manning a st em gun, Gershoml eamed that

Ganal i el had been seriously wounded. He assuned conrmand, and after a Th hour
battle, drove tjff the adversary. Gershomthen brought the vessel safely into

Li sbon under a jury rig.

Captain Gershomwas fully qualified to handle any vessel, but Breferred smal | er
ships and shorter voyages. H comnmanded at |east ten vessels before retiringi n
1826, after 35years at sea. Bradford diedin 1844.

The Captain GershomBradford House i s inportant t othe heritage of the town of
Duxbury. The house bel onged to Captain Gershomand hi s descendants for a period
of 161 years. It was entrustedto the Duxbury Rural andHistorical Society, Inc.
in 1968 by two Bradford brothers, the present Gershomand the |ate Edward, both
of vhomlived i nthe house. The buildi nP represents the life style and interest
of a successful shipbuilder andhis fam (}/ The Captain's library retains fine
books of his day. Historic paintings andpictures adorn the walls. The Captain
lived during nost of Duxbury's period of peak shipbuilding (1825-1850) and was an
active nenfber inits initial growth.
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