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1. Namft nf Property
historic name Evergreen Cemetery
other names/site number.

2- 1 oration

Street & number 2060 Commonwealth Avenue not for publication
city or town Boston (Brighton) vicinity
state Massachusetts ,code_MA county Suffolk .code 025 zip code 02135

3. Statfi/Ffirieral A~ftnr.y Cftrfifiration

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Q~omination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide Olocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title  Brona Simon, SHPO, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Servir.e Certification
I, hejy certify that this property is: Signati )6 of the Kefcper /. . . Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Evergreen Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classifination
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State Xsite
__ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6, Fiinr.tion or lisft

I-iistoric Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY cemetery

7- Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Jacobethan Revival (cemetery office)

Narrative Description

Suffolk, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 d .building
1 sites
14 . structures
objects
21 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: ffemetery

IVlaterials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof.

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Evegreen Carday isa 19.66-acre cametay that weas consecrated in 1850 as amunicipa cameery by the town of
Brighton, Massechusetts When Brighton was annexed to Bogton in 1874, the ceametery wias acquiired by the City of
Bogton, which isitscurrent owner. It reamans an active ceameery, dthough new buria goeceislimited. Evergreen was
ingoired by the pagtord idedls of nearby Mount Auburn Camegery in Cambridge but wes laid out in amore formd gtyle
that reflects mid 19"-century idessof cametary and monument design. 1t isaso dosdy linked with the higtory of the
Brighton community. Thewdl-preserved municipa cameery retains strong historical assodaions and digtinctive
landscape features dating from the mid 19" century to 1958

Setting

Brighton, which wasinitialy asgparate community but isnow part of Bogton, isin the far westem part of the city. The
camday islocated in the southern part of Brighton, which devdoped in the late 19 century. Commonwedth Avenue
(MA Route 30), a mgjor esstiwest route through the city with atrolley linein the center, runs dong the northern edoe of
the cametay wharethe main entranceislocated. S Thomas More Road douts the cemetary for part of its westem
boundary and contains a service entrance to the cemetery.  Chestnut Hill Drive, agate-owned parkway, lies to the south
but does nat directly about the cemetery, as thereisanarrow grip of gate parkland in between.

The neighborhood surrounding Evergreen Camelery indudes amix of residentid, ingtitutional, and recregtiond
properties. The largest neighbor is Boston Coallege, which lies to the west. The Bogton Callege Law Schodl, built in the
1950s on land previoudy owned by the city of Bogton, isthe immediate abutter on the westem edge of the cemetery, with
the rest of the campus further west on thefar dde of . Thomias More Road. To the south isthe Chesnut Hill Reservair
(NRDIS, 1990), now adae-owned resarvation that indudesthe resarvoir as well as adjacent parkland, parkway, ad
recregtiond facilities. The reservoir isno longer used for regular water supply, but can be usad for emergancy backup.

At the northeest comer of the cemetay isthe amdl early 20"-century residentia endave dong Weade Strest, which is only
one block long. To the north of the cametery, on the far dde of Commonwedth Avenue, is . John's Seminary. Thecity
of Newton liesafew blocksto the west of Evergreen Cametery, and the town of Brookline afew blocksto the south.

Evergreen Cavday isan irregularly shaped parcd located on the south sde of Commonwedth Avenue. 1t developed in
svad phesss The core of the origind 13.82-acre cametery wes laid out by William A. Masonin 1850. Over the next
century, roeds and burid aress were laid out around the perimeter to provide additiond buria goece In the 1970
additiond land (5.84 aores of former parkland west of FinegEvergreen Avenue) was added to the south and wet of the
origind camdery, bringing it to the presant 1966 acres (map 4).

(continued)
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Thelong narrow ova endosad by Eagem and Wetem Avenues wasthefir stpart of the cemeeary to be devdoped. The
area in thearigna cameaey that lies outdde Eagem and Wetam Avenues isthe ssoond ddest sation, with roeds laid
aut by ebaut 1900, and burid lats sdld during the eerly 20* century. The newest part of the camdery, condging of buria
gace and wark areas waslaid aut in the 1970s

Landscape Char acter

The physica gopearance of the cametery isdefined by three genard attributes: landscape character; buildings and
Sructures, and burid monuments al of which are discussad bdow. However, it isthe distinctive mix of naturd festures
and built dements that aregte the gpedid dharacter of Evergreen, as well as many other 19* century cemeteries

Spatial Organization

Spatid organization, the arangemant of dements within the landscape, islargdy defined by the circulation system and
the layout of burid lots. As desribed above Evergreen was devdoped in two digtinct pheses Theorigind camdery wes
laid out in aforma geometry, with the oldest burid aress having large lots and family monuments, while later lots were
aranged less formally around the perimeter with more compect lots and amdler heedgtones The new part of the
cameay, added in the 1970s hes avery different character with leve topography, straight roads, few trees, and even
ardler lotsad heeddones

Lot sections aregte the "neighborhoods’ within the ceanetery. Thelot layout reinforces the spatid organization
esablished by the circulation system, and dso reflects changing burid practices. In the centrd part of the old cametary
aetheorigind large family lots, many with granite curbing, steps and family monuments. Thesewere among the first
lotslad out when the canglery wiss eteblished. They vary in Sze, but many are 12 x 12 or larger and can
accommodate graves of multiple family mambas Ontheselarge, dder lots, thereistypicdly aprominent centrd
monument, someimes supplemented by amdler markers for individua family membears Family Iotswere common
through the latter part of the 19* century. Other sectionsfrom the late 19* to early 20* century surround the centrd oval
and exhibit the trangition from earlier endaosed family lotsto rows of individud and double graves Lot sectionsfrom the
first haf of the 20* century are laid out in single rows, heed to foot, while monuments in the new section of the ceametery
congd ettirdy of sngle and double graves and are more densdy spaced.

Topography

The choice of apicuresque Ste with rocky irregular topography reflects the idedls of the mral cemetery movemant, as
exemplified by nearby Mount Auburn Cemetary (NHL, NR) established in 1831, and dso by later Boston cameteries such
& Foreg Hills Camaery (1848) (NR), which vaued abdance of natura and built demeants es well as alandacgpe of
irregularity and surprise.

(continued)
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Theorigind Evergreen Cametary hed the varied natura topogrephy characterigtic of much of the surrounding areg, with
andl undulaionsin devation and varied micro-topography caused by underlying rock. The totd variation in height is
about 30" over the entire Site, with higher devations a the esst and lower devaions a thewest. Outcarops of the
digtinctive loca conglomerate known as Roxbury puddingstone, which isfound throughout the Boston region, ae do
found in the older part of the cametery. The newer western section isfairly flat, alowing for higher dengity of burid lots.

Circulation

Today the circulation system of the cangtery condgtsof paved roads In the padt there were dso grass paths which are
no longer evidant in the landscgpe. The dlder section of the cametary hes aformal, axid circulation sysem, characterized
by two long narrow concentric ovas defined on the outside by Eagtem and Western Avenues and on the indde by Eagtem
and Wegern Path. Running through the center of the ovd is Centrd Avenue, which is divided by lawvn arees ad is
interrupted by the soldiers monument. These roads were part of the origind 1850 design by surveyor and engineer
William A. Mason. Later roedsin the older part of the camatay indlude: Fine Avenue, Evergreen Avenue, and Cedler
Grove Road (sometimes referred to Short Road), dl located adong the westem edge of the origind cemetery, and Ok
Lawn Avenuein the northeeste comer of the cametery.  This saoond group of roadswas laid out by the end of the 19*
century. After land was added to the wet in the 1970s Beach and Callege Avenues were added to provide aooess to the
newes burid arees

Theroadsin Evergreen Camaay were origindly grave surfaced but are now paved with bituminous. They aretypicaly
fourteen to dxteen feet wide, dthough the roadsimmediatdy indde the entrance are wider and some of the oldest roeds
ae narower. Vidtors park on or adjacent to drives. Mog of the roedsin the ceametery do not have an edge treetment
dthough there are conarete curbs a catch basnsdong road edges

Vegetation

Sevad of the Brighton residentswho hdped to cregte the cemetery were prominent horticulturists and nursery owners
who emphesizad the importance of omamentd plantings. When the camalery wiss established, much of the area wes
forested and gradudly deared as land was needed for burial goece Over time the forested aress gave way to omamentd
plantings of trees, shrubs, and perennids  Today the mogt dramitic vegetation is the canopy of mature treesfound in
much of the older part of the cemetery. There are gpproximatdy 200 trees with ogks miaking up about half of these
Other large dediduous trees indude beech, ginkgo, hickory, linden, and maple. Smdl deciduous trees, which indude
cherry, dogwood, hawthorn, and weeping mulberry, are found largdly in the new part of the ceametery. Evergreen trees
incdude fase cypress, fir, hemlock, pine, red cedar, goruce, and white cedar. Many of these are dudtered dong Besth
Avenue betwean the old and new sections Mogt of the intended forma planting of maples around the soldiers monument
ismissing. Mogt of the named cemetary sections (Fine Grove, Fine Grove Extenson, Cedar Grove, EIm Grove, Fir
Grove, and Beach Grove) do not contain the trees thet their name suggests

(continued)
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Few shrubs remanin the cemetary. Thare are some remnant shrub plantings near the entrance and in afew of the older
lots. There ae dipped yews a the soldiers monumeant (which were not part of the origina design for that areg), and most
of the rest of the shrubs are assodiated with gravesin the new part of the cemetery. Lawn extends throughout the
cameeay. Thework area a the southem end hes invasve volunteer growth of woody shrubs and sgplings

Buildings and Structures
Candeay Office

The present cemetery office (photo 4) was built in 1903 to replace aamdl earlier building that hed become badly
deteriorated. The architect of the new Jaoobethan Reviva building was Janes Mulcahy. The building isin a hdf-
timbered gyle with across-gable roof form, overhanging eaves with expasad rafters, and curved porch support brackets
There isabroad piazza on the south and eest Sdes For many years the two main rooms were ussd as an office ad
chapd. Thebuilding was dameged by afirein 1985 and repaired in the late 1980s, when the chgpd wias converted to
office goace Origindly there weare omamentd plantings including rhododendrons around the building, only afew of
which remain. An duminumflagpol eislocated neartay on Centrd Avenue.

Maintenance Building

There was aprimitive tool shed and privy a the esstam edge of the canetery by 1860. The presant forty- by twenty-five-
feet utilitarian maintenance building was congmcted in 1920. It was designed by local architect Savud J. Ratin. It is
medke of concrete blockswith astucco finish and ashdlow pitched roof. It hes agarage on the north sde and a amdler
gorage room on the south Sde with a sgparate doorway. The building hes been subgtantialy modified over time to
accommodate evolving usss The presant garegef 1 ooris gpproximatdy eighteen inches lower than initially condructed to
provide sufficient heedroom for modem maintenance equipment.

Entrance Gate

The entrance gate (photo 3) on Commorweshh Avenue was built in 1892 to replace an earlier wooden gete that hed

become bedly deteriorated. The new gate was designed by Boston City Architect Edmund March Whedwright s part of
agpedid gopropridtion to improvethe camnaery. The gate hes a centrd vehicular entrance with pededtrian entrances on

dther dde. The curving walls of the gructure were congructed of loca puddingstone, probably collected from the site.

The land behind the gone walls wes built up to provide raised planting beds thet would alow plantingsto be visble over
thewdls from the srest. Thewadls have bean repaired many times and are now heavily mortared. A wooden canopy

goas the gateway. Theroof of the canopy wes initially thatched, but isnow covered with agphdt shingles The black

painted entrance gates are condructed of wrought iron with dternating picket designs  Thick pickets with flat fleur-de-lis

tops dtemate with dender squeare pickets with goear shgped tops

(continued)
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Fences and Walls

The northern edge of the camaery isendossd by acombination of fencing (at the eestem end) and gonewadll (a the
wegtern end). The Commonwedlth Avenue fence dso dates to 1892 and was restored in the 1980s It isa 54"-tdll
decorative ged-picket fence, which extendsfor gpproximately 400 feet west and 200 feet eedt of the man etrance gate
The souare pickets are s in two-inch-wide rails anchared to four-inch-square decoraiveiron pods that are set on granite
pier foundations. Thefenceis painted black.

The Commonwedth Avenuewall extends aong the westem section of the cemeatery, on land that was added to the
camngay in the 1970s dthough the wdl ismuch dder and may predate the cemetery. 1t isachinkedfieldstonewall that
extends about 380" dong the cametay frontage and continues dong the Boston Callege Law Schod property to the west.
Thewadl ishuilt with large gones, condsting moglly of puddingstone. It istypicaly about four feet tall and 30-36inch
widewith large capgones The front forms ardaively sraight plane while the rear hes an unfinished face. The grade &
the badk varies up to about three feet tall.

Theeadt wall runs dong the eestern edge of the cameery adjacent to the Wade Stret neighborhood. [t wasbuilt by the
camngay in dages beginning ebout 1864. It issmilar in cheracter to the wall dong Commonwedth Avenue but is less
visbleand isin poor condition, with severd mgjor breeks It isabout 150 feet long and istypically about two feet wide
and threeto five feet high, part of it isaretainingwall. Neghbors have built garagesimmediady againg thewall and
there ischanlink fencing ontop of it. It hes bean repaired many times, and parts of it have heavy mortar on the exposed
face and a cament parged top.

The Pine Avenue/Pine Grove sygem of walls and steps (photo 6) isa particularly digtinctive fegture of the cametary
that indudes saverd interior retaining walls located betwean the old and new sections of the cemeatery. These features
were reportedly built by the WPA in the 1930s (they do not gopear on a 1933 map of the cametary but are shown on a
1937 mgp, WPA involvement hes not bean confirmed). The main wal dong the west Sde of Fine Avenue is a roughly
two feat wide mortared and pargedfiel dstoneretaining wall. Unlike other walls in the cemetary, thiswdl hes decorative
rowsof pointed gones st verticdly onthetop. It dhanges from retaining wall & the south end to free sanding a the
north end. The height variesfrom four feet toflushwith grade. Therewere originaly severd sats of Sgos assodated
with the garden but they are now ot in the woods. One gopears to have been a pedestrian route down to the reservoir.

Immediatdy to the west of the Fine Avenuewall are two pardldfiel dstonewals with curving wing walsthat support a
ramp leeding from the old part of the canetery down to the new section of the cametery. These wals, which vary in

height up to seven fedt, are d<o of mortared and pargedfiel dstone. They included built-in planters and formed the edge of
arock garden that exiged in the 1930s  The areais now overgrown and there isno evidence of the former garden. Even
thewdls are in poor condition.

(continued)
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Therear and ddesof the cangeary have hed variousfencing over theyears Today chain-link fencing extendsadong the
west, south, eat and part of the north property lines, some of it ontop of the gone perimeter walls. The fenceranges in
height from fiveto six feet exogat for a four feet- high fence anchared to thetop of the wall dong the et property line.

The chain-link fence dong the westem edge of the property hes two miasonry piers on either Sde of the gate.

Burial Monuments

Buria monumants indude heedgones and family monuments in arange of materids. Thetotd number isdifficult to
aoertain because burid records are poor for much of the cemetery's higtory, but itis probably in the tensof thousands
There is ane cannon, ane puddingstone boulder, two date heedgones, two zinc monuments, hundreds of marble
heedgtones and monumeants, and thousands of granite heeddonesin a variety of colorsand styles. Burid monuments are
discussd roughly in chronologica order, with sdected examples usad to illugtrate the range of typesfound in the
camaay. May of thelatsin the ddest part of the cemetery have granite curbing, sometimes with ggps Other arees in
the dder part of the cangery have the sgoped topography that indicates that curbing existed a onetime but isno longer
extant.

The Edward Glover heedstone (d. 1838), off Osk Lawn Avenue in the northeest comer of the candary, is the only 19*
century date and one of the oldest heedtonesin the cemetery. It hes a rounded tympanum on shouldered main block and
digplays the willow and um moetif that was popular in the mid-19* century. Glover, who died before Evergreen Camaery
was established, was probably initialy buried a& Brighton's Market Strest Camelery and reinterred a Evergreen. Records
indicate that there weare & leest 150 other reinterments & Evergreen but many are probably in unmarked gravesin the
northeast corner of the ceametary, which wes st aside as a"'public cemetery.”

The receiving tomb on Centrd Avenue near the entrance is an earthen mound tomb with coursad granite facade, a granite
pedimented front, and a painted iron door. Thetomb was built in 1850, but the granite face was not added until 1860. It
istypicd of many receiving tomis built in New England in the mid-19* century and isno longer in use Thareae do
sverd family tombsthat were built dong Eagtemn Avenue soon after the cametery wiss established. These are dso typical
of those built throughout New England during this period. Theseindude the Collins Tomb, a granite-faced mound tomb
with marble tablet door. A short digance awvay isthe Brooks/Sparhawk Tomb, which issimilar in syle but isa double
tomb. The Shillaber Tomb on Centrd Avenue west of the soldiers monument isdso similar instyle.

There are afairly large numbear of marble heedgtones and monumeants in the older section of the cemetery, up to about 15
tall. Themos daborate of theseindude large dothed mearble femde figures mounted on pedesads Examples include the
Jones monument on Eaglem Avenue and the Fobes monument on Eagem Path. There are d o about 50 Victorian
marble obdisks and columnar monumatts in the old part of the cametery. Typically, these verticd monumats ae
composd of multiple gones, with the centra shaft topped by afinial, often an urn. There are ds0 hundreds of marble
heedgtones which are in avariety of forms, most about two to three feet tall and carved with typical Victorian motifs such
& Sheaves of whedt, rases lilies of thevaley, and ivy.

(continued)
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There are two Zinc monumants in the cemeery, both from the late 19 century. The Champney monument on Eagem
Avenueisarectangular box-like structure onapedesd. The Wilson monument on Westem Avenue isazinc obdisk
with nautical motifsand aGrand Army of the Republic emblem.

An unusud monumant dong Eagern Avenue is the Winship monument, which condgtsof a large puddingstone boulder
with avery andl bronze plague. 1t issat on one of the dldest large lots and hes acut granite block retaining wall. The
boulder may be areplacement for an earlier monument, which isno longer extant, or may represant apersond expression
of funerary tagte,

Ore of the mod prominent family monuments in the cametary isthe Holton monument, which liesimmediatdy to the
south of the soldiers monument. Itissat in agranite curbed lot with an daborate marble shaft and wes eredted to honor
James Holton, a prominent Brighton civic leeder who died in 1863. Holton, according to his epitaph, was generous to the
Bogton Public Library and other public causes

The largest and mod digtinctive monument in the cematay isthe granite Soldiers Monument (photo 2) designed by
George F. Meacham, who aso designed Bogton's Public Garden, It issat in alarge circular goecein the center of the
origind cametay that wes origindly intended as the location for achgpd. The soldiers monument is 30' tall and topped
by asoaring eegle The pyramidd plinth, st on asquare besg, hes inscriptions and names onal Sdes. Abovethisis a
ueare shaft with amolded bese and capital. The die of the shaft is decorated with ashidd, with arsand flags. Around
the monumant isacircular granite curb and agep a the path. The areaaround the monumeant is st asdefor veterans
gaves There are anumber of military issue marble heedgtones on the eestem sde of the monument as well as unmarked
graves around the monument. The monumeant wes dedicated on July 26, 1866, and wis repaired in the 1990s

Ore of the modt unusud monumants a Evergreen Camgay is the ca 1919 iron cannon on granite bese with abronze
plague that commemarates Lt. John H. Westfall, USN, who died in World Wer .

By the late 19* century, single and double graves were becoming the norm, rather than family lots. Theseare genardly
marked by granite heedgstonesin awide range of colors condgting of an inscribed die on abesg, which are located in dose
proximity to eech ather. In the new part of the cangery they are dmaogt uniformly 36" tall, with only afew exceptions,
presumebly where the owners were required to obtain specid pamission from the cemetery. The scde and spading of the
markers cregtes a dendty of graveswhich isadigtinct contragt to the earlier family lots. One didtinctive late 20%-century
marker, located dong Evergreen Avenug, is the Ellis/Turner headstone of light gray date, one of only two date
heeddtones in the cemetery.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have nnade
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

XD acemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9- Major BitilingraphlRai References

Suffolk MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
ART

COMMUNITY PLANNING F. nFVFI OPMENT
| ANDSCAPF ARCHITFCTIIRF
SOCIAlI HISTORY

Period of Significance
1fi4R-iafi9

Significant Dates
1848 - land acquired by Brighton
185Q-consecrated
1866 - Civil War monument erected

1874 - cemetery transferred to City of Boston

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
William A Mason George F. Meacham

James Mulcahy Samuel Rantin
Edmund Wheelwright

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JL Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:

Boston Parks Dept. Municipal Archives
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Overview

Evagreen Canday qudifies for liging in the Nationd Regiger of Higtoric Hacesunder CriteriaA and C, with
dgnificance a thelocd levd. The site may d<o have archaedlogica sgnificance assodiated with unmarked graves and
buried heedsones The period of significance extendsfrom 1848 to 1959. The origina cemetery, which is the focus of
this nomination, possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The camdery qudifies for listing under Criterion A dueto itsstrong assodiaion with the history of thetown of Brighton.
Evagreen Camgay was Brighton's second cemetery, established after the 1764 Market Street Burying Ground wes full.
It was an important civic undertaking for the community, and continued to sarve as the neighborhood's primary cametery
after Brighton was anexed to Bogonin 1874. The Civil War soldiers monumatt, one of the earliest in Massachusatts,
commemordes the importance of thet conflict to the community.

The camdery dso documents the socid gructure of the community, which became more ethnicdly diverse over time.

In the exly years of the cangtery dmaogt al the names were of English, Irish, or Scattish origin. By the ealy 20" century
more BEuropeen countries were regpresented including alarge number of Armenians, someof whom hed part of their

epitgph written in their native language.  In newer parts of the cemetery, names are even more diverse, representing people
from al around theworld. Chrigian symbadliam is evident on many heedgtones throughout the ceametery. The inscriptions
fromthe mid-19™ century on are usudly limited to full name and sometimes birth and deeth date. In some casss where
there isa family monument, epitgphs may ssy "Mother," "Father," or even just afirst name

The camngery medts Criterion C as awdl-presarved, late 19%- and early 20*-century cemetary that reflects the evalving
design of burid grounds and funerary monumeants in New England during this period. The baanced integration of naturd
and built demants isareflection of the 19*-century rurd cemetery movemant as adgpted to amunicipd candery.
Evagreen Caemetery's earlier burid monumants reflect the sentimentdity of the Victorian erain their expresson of
naturd and dassicd forms, choice of marble as aprimary materid,floweryepitaphs, and curbed lots. The later [otswith
their mare uniform granite monuments reflect changing technology and more impersond  times assodiated with the
machine ege

Sevad wdl-known Bogton area designers contributed to the cregtion of Evergreen Cametery. Surveyor and enginesr
William A. Mason (1815-1882), who laid out the origina plan, wes later city engineer in Cambxidge for many years.
Architect James Mulcahy, who designed the cametery office, dso desgned the Russdl Schodl in Dorchester and wes
gopointed Bogton's building commissioner in 1903, Architect Edmund March Whedwright (1854-1912), who designed
the entrance gate, was Bogton's city architect from 1891 to 1895 and wees e aprominent Boston architect in the late 19*
and early 20 centuries. George F. Meacham, who designed the soldiers monument, wes a locad architect who wes dso
responsible for the design of Bogton's Public Garden. Architect Samud Rantin, who designed the cametery's
maintenance building, dso desgned many residentid buildings throughout the Boston area

(continued)
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The camelery medts Criteria Condderation D because it saved as the primary burying ground in Brighton from 1850 until
the presatt. 1t indudes the graves of tens of thousandsof Brighton residents. The 1848 beginning date for the period of
sgnificance corresponds with the acquisition of land for the cemetery. The 1959 termination date reflects Nationa
Regiger policy that properties with ongoing significance use a50-yeer cut-off date unless evertts of unusud significance
have occurred within the pest S0 years.

Brighton Higtory

Brighton, located about five mileswest of downtown Boston, was settled in the 1630s  Initialy the sparsdy sditled area
wis pat of Cambridge and was known as Little Cambridge  Early settlersinduded the Champney, Sparhank, Shillaber
and Winship families, al of whom have descendants buried a Evergreen Cametery. Before the Revolution, the area was
a progperous farming community of less than 300 residents, many of who hed established country edates The canter of
the community wes dong Market Stredt less than amile north of Evergreen Cemetary. Market Street Burying Ground
(NRDIS) wes edablished in 1764 and sarved as the aredis only burid place for nearly acentury. Brighton wes st of f
from Cambridge as a sgparate parish in 1779, and was incorporated as the town of Brighton in 1807.

In 1775, the Winship family esablished acattle market in Brighton to supply the Continentd Army. The sockyard grew
rgpidly after the war, remaining amgjor indudry for the community into the 20* century. 1n 1819, the Massachusdtts
Sodiety for Promating Agriculture established its exhibition hall and fairgrounds in Brighton Certter, making it the ste of
the dates largest agricultura fair and cattle show for the next decade and ahalf By the 18205 horticulture was ancther
key indugtry, with Brighton becoming one of the mogt important horticultural and merket gardening centersin the Boston
aea May of the Brighton horticulturists were mambars of the newly established Massachusatts Horticultura Society,
which was do regpongible for the cregtion of Mount Auburn Cametery in 1831. While the northern part of Brighton
devdopad rapidly during the eerly 19* century, the more remate southern part (where Evergreen Camday is located)
remained fairly rurd.

In 1872, sockyard activitieswere consolidated & the Brighton Abettoir located in the northem part of Brighton, freeing
w land in other parts of town. 1n 1873, the date legidature voted to annex Brighton to Boston; the trandfer officially took
placein 1874. With rapid growth of Boston during this period and improved trangportation systems the southern part of
Brighton was devdoped as a dregtcar suburb during the 1870s and 1880s Meanwhile, as Boston's populafion grew, the
city's infrastructure was becoming more complex. One of the pressing neads wes to obtain an adequate supply of fresh
drinking water. 1n 1865, the city purchesed the ponds south of Evergreen Cametary for this purpose. The areg, now
known as Chestnut Hill Reservoir, wes later integrated into the metropolitan water sysem. Another mgjor civic
improveman in the vicinity of Evergreen Cameay in the late 19* century was the condruction of Commonwedth
Avenue, alandscgped boulevard extending west from downtown Boston that included atrolley line which provided fast
public trangportation into the city. Brighton grew rapidly in the 20* century, with increedng ingitutional developmert,
including Bogton College immediately to the west of the cemetery.  The current population of the Brighton neighborhood
isabout 44,000.

(continued)
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Cemetery History

The founding of Evergreen Candery wes adirect regponse to conditions a Brighton's Market Strest Burying
Ground, which by the mid 19* century hed become a cramped, unattractive goaece with no room for additiond
burids. Ingoiration for the design of the new camgtery came from Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, which
was founded in 1831 by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. A fundamenta premise of Mount Auburn wes
that burying and commemorating the deed was best donein atranquil and beautiful natura setting outside the city
canter. The cameteary'sfounders dso bdieved that Mount Auburn should be aplace for the living as well asthe
deed and that the naturd landscgpe should be embdlished with ornamentd plantings, monuments, fences, fountains
and chapds Thisconogpt was copied widdy throughout the United States, giving birth to the rurd camngery
movemat and the tradition of garden cematleies  Many of Brighton's early 19*-century nursery owngsweae
members of the Massachusatts Horticultural Sodiety and were very familiar with Mount Auburn, o it wes only
naturd that they tumed to it for ingpiration as they planned the new cemetery.

In 1848, the sdectmen of Brighton purchesed land for the town's new cametery from the heirs of William Aspinwall.
Located in the southem part of Brighton, the area known as the Aspinwall woods wes described as "a beautiful, well-
wooded tract of dightly less than 14 acres” In November of 1849, the sdectmen gppoainted a committee to lay out and
prepare the grounds for acametery.  The committee hired William A. Mason, aloca surveyor and enginesr, to provide an
accurate surnvey and plan for the cametary. Copies of the plan have not bean found to dete but the layout that Mason
desgned isdtill dearly evident on a 1937 plan (map 3). In contragt to the winding roads found a Mount Auburn, Mason
devdoped amore forma design defined by two long ovas partidly divided in the middle. Thisforma geometry wes
juxtaposed on the irregular topography of the site, which induded many rock outcrops. The committee wes d<o
authorized to meke the initid improvements to the ceametary, including congtruction of roads and peths, staking of the first
lots, and congruction of a receiving tomb. While the eerly burids were primarily in family lots, asmdl areawes &t aside
for "public burids." Initialy awal weas planned in front of the ceametery, but awood fence wias ingtdled indeed,
presumably because of budget condraints Asthe cametery land wias largely wooded, part of the cogt of developing it wes
defrayed by sde of wood from the Ste.

On Augus 7, 1850 Evergreen was consscrated as apublic camngay. By that time avenues and peaths hed been laid out
and graded, while a receiving tomb hed bean built in the north grove for temporary interments (a common practice,
egpedidly during the winter months). The caremony wias hdd in the Chapd Grove, acircular oace in the canter of the
cameay that is now the site of the soldiers monument. Frederic A. Whitney, minigter of Brighton's Unitarian Church
and dso a higtorian, gave the consecration address

By 1860, 116 lots hed been sold, most a acost of about $30 each. An Egyptian gateway (modded on the one e Mount
Auburn Cemetary) hed bea built & the entrancewith wooden fencing on either sde. Shmbsand perennids hed been
planted neer the gateway and dong the mainroad. The roads hed bean widened, some hills lowered and valeysfilled,
and may large gones removed. By thistime the granite front hed been added to the receiving tomb. There wes d0 a
well and asmdl building for tools and visitors. Primary neads cited by the commissonars were sodding the Sdes of

(continued)
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roads and more grading. Lot endosures were prevaent a thetime: 62 were endosad by iron fences, eight by evergreen
hedges, two by chains, 25 with comer posts but not endosed, and 19 lotswith no bound markers. Granite curbing was
introduced soon after thet.

By the end of 1863, there hed been atotd 284 interments, including 50 reinterments from dsawhere. About % of these
were buried in family lotsand  in the "public ground,”" or pauper's areg, in the northeest comer of the cemetery. A
magjor multi-year project during this period wes congtmicting a sone wall dong the eestam edge of the camnatery.
Condruction of the prominent Holton monument neer the canter of the cemetery focused new attention on that part of the
canetay.

At atown mesting hdd April 24, 1865, only afew daysafter the end of the Civil War, thetown voted to et a
monumeat to the Brighton soldiers who hed fought in the war. Funds were raised by voluntary subscription. The
monument, mede of Quincy granite weas 30" tall and cost about $5,000. 1t wes Sted in the central goece that hed
previoudy bem known asthe chapd grove. It was designed by George Frederick Meadham and wes built by Adam
Voge and Sons The monument was dedicated on July 26, 1866. It was ane of the first Civil War monumentsto be
aected in the date and asurprisingly large effort for asmal town.

With annexation of Brighton by Bogton in early 1874, Evergreen became one of many camderies adminisered by the city
of Bogton. Initially, responghility for cameteries was placed under the Board of Hedth, because of serious problems
asxodated with the city's ddest burying grounds. During this period, Evergreen received relatively little attention. By
1830 less than hdlf the camnetery hed bean laid out in lots, much of it was still covered with native trees, and, despite some
grading, there were till drainege problems

Until the 1890s the Chestnutt Hill area where Evergrean islocated was fairly rural. Congtruction of neerby Besoon Sreat
during the mid-1880s and Commonweelth Avenue in the 1890s, both with new trolley lines, opened the areato
devdopment. In light of these changes, Evergreen Cametary received aspecid agppropriation in 1892, The presant
atrance gate was built & that time, initialy with athatched roof canopy and adjacent raised planting beds The presant
ded picket fence replaced the earlier wooden fence, the roads and peths were regraded and surfaced with red graved; and
new burid lots were laid out.

In 1897, respongbility for dl Boston cameateries westranderred to the newly established Boston Camatery Depatment.
Thenew cardakars a Evargreen commanted that records were very poor; dso noting that thet the roads hed never bean
properly congmcted, and thet they required grading and resurfacing. They dso mentioned the nesd for a proper waiting
room and deocert toilet facilifies. At that time, there were 280 lotsand 419 Snglegraves  Improvementsweare mecke in the
years that followed, including congtruction of the present office building; rebuilding of roeds removd of trees ad
gumps and planting of trees, shrubsand flowers. Evergreen and Western Avenues were laid out around thistime and
new burid lotswere laid out as nesded.

(continued)
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In 1920, another reorganization occurred, and cameteries were placed under the jurisdiction of the Boston Parks
Depatment. During this period, burias continued a a rdatively dow rate and modest improvements ware mece to aregte
new burid arees ramove dying chestnut trees, and indal a drainage sysem. Sometime between 1933 and 1937, Sone
wadlls, geps and arock garden were built dong Fine Avenue a what was then the southwestem comer of the ceametery.

The land south and west of the cametery hed bean purchased by the city of Boston in 1865 as part of Chestnut Hill
Resarvoir. The land remained wooded parkland until 1953, when the city sold 3.6 aores west of the cemetery to Bogton
Cdllegefor thelav schodl. In the 19705 5.84 axres of the former parkland south and west of the cametery weere added to
the camdey to cregte additiond land for buridswest of the origind camgtery and provide awork areato the south. The
entire cangay isinduded within the present nomination. M- 1.>

Evagreen Cangay ramans an activecity cametay with limited burid goece availablein the new section and an
occasiond buria occurring in the older section on lotsthat have dreedy bean purchased. The Cametery Division of the
Bogton Parks and Recregtion Department hes respongibility for the cemetery. Cametery heedauartersis e Mount Hope
Cardgay in the Mattgoan section of Bogton (NR  pending) with asmdl staff assgned to Evergreen. A presarvaion
megter plan for the cematary was completed in 199 and mgjor projects undertaken in the pagt 20 years have incdluded
rehabilitation of the soldiers monument, the office, and the Commonwedth Avenue fence.

Conclusons ' i J . -J

Bogton hes 18 municipaly owned higtoric burying grounds established between 1630 and 1892, Seven of these weare
edablished in the 17* century, threein the 18+ century, and eight in the 19* century. The dldest are primarily smal urban
burid placesin downtown Boston. They contain gravestones, tombs, and monuments that honor the founding mambars
of the community, including Revolutionary War  heroes and men and women of nationa and internaiond fame. The
higoric dgnificance of thisearly group of burying grounds hes been widdly recognized and well documented. Three of
these early burying grounds - Granary, King's Chapd and Copps Hill - are located dong Bogton's Fresdom Trail and
dtract thousands of viditors annudly. The 18*-cantury burying grounds, which indluded Brighton's Market Strest
Burying Ground, were smilar in character to the early burying grounds.

By the early 19* century, therewas magjor concem gbout the older burying grounds, which were barren, poorly maintained
places. The prablem wasthree-fold. Firgt, they were sarioudy overcrowded in arapidly expanding city and therewas no
longer any goece availablefor burid within the city limits. The seoond problem was apublic hedth issue At the time,
Bogton residants were largdy dependant upon private wells, and the burid grounds were bdieved to be contaminaing the
water supply. The third factor was changing attitudes about desth and buridl.

In response to these concams, the next generation of burid grounds were mosfly established in outlying communities thet
weare laer annexad to Bogton, including Brighton, Charlesown, Dorchester, Eagt Boston, Hyde Park, Mattgpan, Roxbury,
and South Bogton. As New Englanders rgjected earlier idess about the horror of desth and embraced mdancholy ad

(continued)
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sentimentalism, they began to explore new burial concepts. Attitudes about horticulture and the landscape were also
changing, and many new civic institutions were created, including Mount Auburn Cemetery.

Bennington Street Cemetery (NR), established in 1838, was one of the first to reflect this new trend. It was located
outside the city center in East Boston, and, unlike the earlier burial grounds, was laid out in an orderly geometric manner
intended as a permanent resting place for those who were interred there. Mount Auburn had an even stronger influence at
Evergreen Cemetery, where strong ties to the Massachusetts Horticultural Society led to a more innovative design.
However, the Evergreen design was still modest compared with that of Forest Hills Cemetery (NR), which was
established in 1848 as a public cemetery by the city of Roxbury just to the south of Boston and later became a private
cemetery.

The significance of Boston's historic burying grounds has been well documented and is widely appreciated. Almost of
them have been formally recognized in some way. Seven historic burying grounds are individually listed on the National
Register of Historic Places; one sites. Central, is a National Historic Landmarks; two sites. Central and Dorchester North,
are designated Boston Landmarks; the Granary lies within the Beacon Hill Architectural District; the South End Burying
Ground is located within the South End Landmark District; and the Eliot (Eustis Street) Burying Ground lies within the
Eustis Street Architectural Conservation District.

Evergreen, one of three active cemeteries owned by the city of Boston, represents a new generation of burial grounds.
Mount Hope (1852) and Fairview (1892), the other two active cemeteries (both NR pending), expand this tradition and
reflect further evolution of Boston cemetery design. There are also a large number of private cemeteries in the city, some
of which are also listed on the National Register.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary indudes the entire 19.66-acre area that currently comprises Evergreen Cemetery.
The entire cemetery is shown on Boston assessors mep 21054, ward 21. Three sparate parcels
ae included in the cemetery:

2444 (original cemetery acquired in 1848, 604,520 sq. ft.)
2443-1 (former city of Boston land west of cemetery added in the early 1970s, 166,200

9. ft.)
2444- 1 (former city of Bogon land south of cemetery added in 1979, 85813 5g. ft.)

Boundary Justification

The boundary includesthe original 13.82 acre cemetery acquired in 1848 and consecrated in
1850, as well a55.84 aores of former city land a the southem and westem end of the cemetery
that were edded to the cemetery inthe 1970s Almogt all of this acreege has been developed as
burial land except for asmal work areaa the southem end of the cemetery.

(end)
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Map 1- Evergreen Cemetery areain 1875 (cemetery isat left). At thispoint South Streetformed thenorthern edge of the
cemetery. It was replaced by Commonwealth Avenue afew yearslater.
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Map 2 - Evergreen Cemetery areain 1925 (cemetery isat upper left).
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Map 3 - Cemetery in 1937 showing original double oval road system
with newer roads at left and upper right. Rock gardenisat lower eft.
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Map 4 - Existing conditions. The older part of the cemetery isinwhite. Thelight
gray sections include new burial land (at |eft) and cemetery work area (at bottom), both
of which were added in the 1970s and are consider ed hon-contributing.
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P1 BLOCK 90-

Map 5 - Assessors Map (detail of Boston assessors map 21054). Cemetery isoutlinedin red.
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View of ealy 20* century heeddones with soldiers
monument in the background, looking southeest.

View of 1930s decoraive wal and Pine Avenue,
looking north.
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1Vz story wood frame Jecobethan 1903

half-timbered building with date
roof Architect: James Mulcahy.

40" tall brushed duminum

One-gory concrete garage ad
gorege building with mgjor
dterations.

Curving rublefieldstonewals
upported by wooden canopy;
iron vehicular and pededtrian
gates. Architect: Edmund March
Whedwright
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origind part of cametery
(eestem end)
Rublefieldstonewall dong part
of cametery frontage.

May pre-date cametery.
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Mortared and parged fieldstone
wall with verticd stones on top,
asodaed with former rock
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Structure

N/A

Satus

NC

NC



Edward Glover
Headstone
Receiving Tomb

Collins Tomb

Brooks/Sparhawk
Double Tomb

Shillaber Tomb

Jones monument
Fobes monument
Champney Monument

Wilson Monument
Winship Monument

Holton Monument
Soldiers Monument
Lt. John H. Westfall
Ellis/Turner
Headstone

EVERGREEN CEMETERY DATA SHEET

Oak Lawn Avenue
Centra Avenue
Eastem Avenue
Eastem Avenue
Central Avenue,
west of soldiers
monument

Eastem Avenue
Eastem Path

Eastem Avenue

Eastem Avenue
Eastem Avenue

Central Avenue
Central Avenue
Evergreen Avenue
Evergreen Avenue

Bogon (SufTdk), Massachusdtts

Sate headstone (reinterment)

Mound tomb faced with
granite-blocks, iron door
Granite-faced mound tombs
with marble tablet door.
Granite-faced double mound
tomb with marble tablet door
and bronze pulls.
Granite-faced mound tomb
with marble tablet door and
bronze pulls.

Marble draped femae figure
on pedesta

Marble draped female figure
on pedestd

Zinc (white bronze)

Zinc (whitebronze) obelisk
Large puddingstone boulder
with small plague

Granite monument

Granite monument

Cannon on granite bese
Sate heedgtone

1838
Ca. 1850

Mid-19*
century
1851

Mid-19*
century

Ca 1877

Late 19*
century
Late 19*
century
Ca 1888
Mid-19*
century
Ca 1863
1866
1919
Late 20*
century

Object
Structure
Stmcture

Stmcture

Stmcture

Object
Object
Stmcture

Structure
Object

Stmcture
Stmcture
Object
Object

OO0

Z000



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT (- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER (F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Evergreen Cenetery
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Suffolk

DATE RECEI VED 7/ 02/ 09 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  7/13/09
DATE (r 16TH DAY: 71 28/ 09 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 8/ 15/ 09

DATE O VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 09000612

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS
O'HR N PDIL: N PER QD N  PROE:AM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: Y SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT WA VER N

L ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 6 DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMWRARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR : TERI A
REVIEWER C/I|d-A [[fC™h DI SCI PLI NE

TH.BHONE DATE
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i s returned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS
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BOSTON o4z
JN 04 1P
Thomas M . Menino, Mayor
MASS HIST. COMM

Jdune 2, 2009

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historicdl Commission
220 Morrisey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125-3314

RE: National Regiger Nomination for Evergreen, Mt. Hope, and Fairview Cemeteries

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| amwriting to you to expressmy support for the National Register nomination of the
Bogton Parks and Recregtion Department's three active cemeteries. Evergreen, Mt. Hope,
ax Fairview. All three of these Steswere established in the nineteenth century. They
illustrate important developmentsin the evolution of graveyard design from rura
camderies to lavn park cemeteries They continue thetale of Boston'sresidents, begun
in the oldest seventeenth-century burying grounds, tracing the history of Boston from
before the Civil War to the present day.

The Nationa Regiger datuswill allow these Stesto sask grantfrindingto retore its
historic administration buildings and chapds as well as to presarve the landscgpe
characteridtics and planting pattems that distinguish and honor the memory of those
buried there.

Thank you for considering Evergreen, Mt. Hope, and Fairview Cemeeries for listingon
theNationa Regiger. The Bogon Parks and Recreetion Department we comesthe
opportunity to work with the Massachusetts Historical Commission towardsour joint
god of preservation of Boston's historic resources.

Sincerdy

AntoniaM. Pollak
Commissoner

Boston Parks and Recreation Department

AntoniaM. Pdlak, Commissone
1010 Massachusetts Ave, Boston, MA 02118/ Td.: (617) 635-4505 / Fax 635-3173
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The Commonwedth of Massachu"M &fgf 3V ,"ng""

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealtli Nt

June 25, 2009 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationd Regiger of Historic Faces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8 floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:
Evergreen Cametery, 2060 Commonwedth Ave., Boston [Brighton] (Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Locd

Govemment community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Say Page Berg, conqultant
Katherine McLaughlin, Boston CLG coordinator
Thomes Menino, Mayor, City of Bogton
S50 Rrange, Bogon Landmarks Commission
Antonia Pollak, Boson Parks Commissoner

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 < Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc
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