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1. Name of Property = Ludlow Center Historic District
historic name
other names/site number

12 198

2. Location

street & number Center, Cnurcn and Booth Streets N/|A  Inot for publication
city, town Ludlov® N/|A | vicinity
state  Massachusetts code 025 county  Hampden code 013 zip code 01056

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx] private I I building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
fx] public-local fx] district _ 8 4 buildings
I | public-State e site sites
n public-Federal I Istructure structures
| lobject objects
4 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinjon, the property Lximeets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sh”t.

Signature of certifying official

Executive Director Mas.sachii.sptits H storical —Commi ssion
State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereljyrcertify that this property is:
r~Tentered in the National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet.
* determined eligible for the National
Register. »« ] See continuation sheet.
* determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
* other, (explain:)

j~C/l'Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Religion - Church
Gvernnent - tov'n hall, post office

Doffiestic - single Gtv'elnng

Funerary - Burying, ground
7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Col oni al

Early Rep ubfjeg 8l‘—qeder al
A1|dr19th CGentury - Geek Revival
Late Victorian - Italianate

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Ludlov/ Center Historic uistnct, LUGIOW,

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic - single dwelling
Commerce/trade - business
Religion - -rp.ligious structure

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone
walls wood
roof asphalt
other

Ludlow Center is a well-preserved rural village that survives as something of
an anomaly in this otherwise suburban industrial town. True to its name, the

district is located at the geographical

center of Ludlow, and for that reason

was chosen as the site of the town's first meetinghouse and burial ground.

Though it served as the original town center,

the growth and increasing

importance of industrial activity in the early nineteenth century caused the
focus of the town to shift south to Chicopee Falls, and subsequent development
bypassed Ludlow Center, leaving it on the periphery of late 19th and 20th

century settlement patterns.

To the north of Ludlow Center lie the sparsely populated Facing Hills; to the
southeast is Minechoag Mountain. These form part of the western edge of the

rugged uplands that dominate central

Massachusetts, and have been natural

barriers to the town's expansion in those directions. Ludlow becomes more

densely populated south of the district,

with the greatest concentration of

civic, commercial and industrial activity in the southernmost portion just
across the Chicopee River from the city of Springfield. Residential
development has spread from there, a process that has been accelerated by the
construction of the Massachusetts Turnpike and the ensuing subdivision of most
of the farmland in the southern half of the town.

In marked contrast to this, the twenty-seven acres of the nominated district
contain just twelve buildings, and the immediate setting retains a rural
atmosphere. Adjacent to the district are areas of marshy lowland, with Higher
Brook and Swamp bordering the area on the south and Cedar Swamp, a year-round

bog, on the district's northern edge.

These wetlands provide a buffer for

Ludlow Center, further isolating the district and Insulating it from . .

development. mwoo . <in

‘w10 e -p. .,

fx] See continuation sheet
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The residences and institutional buildings that nake up the district are
situated along Center Street oneither side of itsintersection wth Gurch
Mth Sttreets. I Thefocial oi nt of_thetz FISHIC'[ ItS the Fi rfst O?jurg;th
atriangular parcel of approxinmately a quarter acre forne e
juncture of Churgh andebnter Stre%ts. Ofi%;lynal qu_th_e site of the first
eting House, the comman was created when that building was noved in 1842.

The three residences facing the comman are close to the road, wth woded
svap areas behind them while the two houses on CGenter Street beyond the
ctonmpare set back sone 25 or 30 feet. Miture oaks and naples |ine the
streets.

The buildings in the nominated district range in date from 1783 to 1985, but
are compatible in scale and consistent in their white-clapboarded exteriors.
All are modest in size and ornament, with none rising more than two and one

half stories. Architecturally they represent vernacular interpretations of

various styles, including Federal, Greek Revival and Italianate, all strongly
influenced by the enduring tradition of the New England village.

The most recently constructed building is a utilitarian shed which houses a
trucking and asphalt business. Its barn-like form and white siding allow this
structure to blend in with the surrounding buildings. The other modern
building In the district is a 1982 reconstruction of the First Church in
Ludlow. The 1859 building previously on this site was destroyed by fire in
1980, and following the wishes of the congregation the new church was built in
the colonial style with white clapboarding, an octagonal steeple and a
twenty-seven foot spire. Although situated in a prominent position at the
head of the common, the church does not visually intrude on the historic
character of the district. Outside the district boundaries, the early
settlement pattern of single farmsteads is still in evidence, though now
interspersed with modern subdivisions. A few 20th century houses stand just
outside of the district to the east.

Descriptions of the contributing features follow in chronological order:

The First Meeting House, 6 Church Street (Map #104) built in 1783-1784, is a
fairly late example of the barn-type meetinghouse typical of the colonial
period. Originally erected on what Is now the First Church Common, it was
moved to its present site in 1842. The gable-front, two-and-one-half story
building is rectangular in plan, and is set on a foundation of fieldstone and
Longmeadow sandstone. The white clapboarded exterior is outlined by corner
boards and a simple molded cornice with shallow returns frames the gable.
Regularly spaced windows with 6/6 sash puncture the facades, and a double door

continued
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In the center of the front facade provides the main entrance. A small
one-story wood frame ell on the west side of the building accomodating toilet
facilities and a cinder block extension of the kitchen at the rear are the
only exterior alterations.

The original interior plan is still discernable despite the installation of
several partitions, and the turned wooden posts supporting the balcony have
been retained although the balcony Itself has been filled in. The rear panel
of the pulpit, with its pulvinated frieze, fluted pilasters and applied wood
ornamentation in the form of vines is an important feature of the building.

Fuller Cemetery, Center Street, (Map #13) adjacent to the First Church
Common, contains some of the best examples of headstones in Ludlow. The
stones are predominantly Longmeadow sandstone or marble-like limestone, and
range from unadorned slabs to stones with arched tops carved with cherub and
spirit heads, urns and willow trees. A stone wall erected in 1825 runs along
the south and west boundaries of the cemetery, while on the north and east a
late 19th century wrought iron fence completes the enclosure.

The Ludlow Center Post Office (Theodore Slkes Hoiise), 854 Center St. (Map #
106A), was built as a residence in 1811. The original section of the building
consists of a five-bay, two story Federal-style house se;t with gable end to
the street. An eliptical fanlight with fixed-louvered shutters is set into
the pedimented gable; most of the other windows contain 12/12 sash. A door,
flanked by side lights, is located on the left side of the street facade, and
was probably a later alteration made to reorient the building. To the north
of the main section is a one-and-one-half-story ell with two gable dormers
above a shed-roofed porch that runs along the street facade. This addition
was built in 1895 to accomodate the post office. A small enclosed porch was
added to the center of the south facade ca. 1892. The building has been
resided with white vinyl that mimics clapboards. A small hipped-roof garage
covered with white clapboards is located south of the house near the street.
While its date of construction is unknown, the garage appears to be at least
fifty years old.

The Increase Sikes House, 861 Center Street (Map #106) dating from around
1844, is a simple farmhouse that reflects the transition from the Federal to
the Greek Revival style. The five-bay, side gable house Is typical of those
built through the late Colonial and Federal periods, although this form
persisted through much of the 19th century, particularly in rural areas. The
central location of the entrance Is also characteristic of the Federal style,
but the doorway itself, with sidelights and transom recessed within a simple
architrave, reflects the influence of the Greek Revival

continued
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style. Windows retain the original 6/6 sash. A kitchen wing and shed have
been added to the rear, and the original clapboarding is now covered with
aluminum siding. Also located on the property 1s a large timber-frame barn of
the same period as the house.

The Chapel, 848 Center Street (Map # 107), is a small, single-story gable
front structure built in 1865 by the First Parish of Ludlow. The chapel is an
excellent example of the Greek Revival mode, with the pedimented gable,
incised corner pilasters and enframed doorway characteristic of the style.
The chapel was converted to use as a private residence In 1935.

The Lyon House, 885 Center Street (Map #8), is a one-and-one-half story gable
front house with Italianate features dating from 1866. Typical of the
Italianate style are the front door, sheltered by a small porch supported by
elaborately carved corbels, and the polygonal bay with paired brackets. A
one-story wing projects from the west facade, and a woodshed extends from the
rear wall. The house retains its original clapboard sheathing. A
gambrel-roofed barn, built in 1974, is located at the rear of the property.

The Old Parsonage, 877 Center Street (Map #7) built in 1875, is a two-story
gable front building that, like Its neighbor the Lyon House, reflects the
Influence of the Italianate style on the vernacular farmhouse. Its pedimented
gable is embellished with a round-arched window with 2/2 sash and louvered
shutters. An L-shaped porch wraps around the east and south sides of the
house, and a large, two story wing is located at the rear. The exterior Is
sheathed In the traditional white clapboarding. A barn dating to the same
period as the house has been enlarged and a silo added.
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are recorded within the district, several sites
have been reported in close proximity, especially along the Chicopee and
Connecticut Rivers and their tributaries. Given the lot sizes within the
district and the relatively large amount of open space and the district's
location between Higher Brook and Cedar Swamp, there is a moderate potential
for prehistoric sites within the district.

There is significant historic archaeological potential within the district.
Controlled testing and excavation may help determine whether or not remains of
18th century homes or occupation features (trash pits, privies, wells) exist
within the district. Oral history indicates that the low lying areas both
east and was of this center have been used as trash dumps during the Colonial
and Federal periods. Foundation remains and occupation-related features may
also exist at the original site of the First Meetinghouse (1784), originally
located on the First Church Common, also in the district. Remains of
outbuildings and occupation-related features may also exist associated with
several 19th-century residential and religious, structures still extant in the
district.



8. Statement of Significance | urilnw Center Historic District. Ludlow, MA
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally e statewide Cx] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria PTIA | |[B FXIC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ¢« A ¢« B ¢ C o o e £ « F 1 |G
Areas of Sigr\ificance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Adhiit AR UPBanning & DevelopniPnt 1783 - 1912
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder,,,.
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Ludlow Center Historic District is significant as the original town center
and location of the First Meeting House, and is a remarkably well-preserved
enclave of late-18th and 19th century residences and institutional buildings
which retains its historic character. The nominated district possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association, and meets criteria A and C of the National Register at the local
level.

The town of Ludlow was originally part of Springfield, settled in 1634 when
William Pynchon and six companions set up a fur-trading post on the
Connecticut River and purchased an area of some twenty-five square miles from
the Indians. Much of the outlying territory of Springfield remained uncleared
and uncultivated, and the northeasterly section that was to become Ludlow
(known variously as Mineachogue, Outward Commons, the Cow Pasture and Stony
Hill) was not settled until the mid-18th century. By 1773 the area had two or
three hundred inhabitants, mostly former residents of Springfield, although
smaller numbers of settlers migrated from the Connecticut River Valley and
southeastern Massachusetts. In 1774 the area was chartered as the Stony Hill
district, and the following year It was recognized as the independent town of
Ludlow. Up to that point settlement had been dispersed in scattered
locations, mostly in the lowlands of central and south-central Ludlow. The
earliest settlement had been along the Chicopee River, but the Town founders,
looking for a suitable site for the meeting house, chose a location in the
geographical center of the town. A small settlement node developed in the

[x~I See continuation sheet
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| | See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested | State historic preservation office
I previously listed in the National Register | Other State agency
| previously determined eligible by the National Register | Federal agency

|
| |
| |
I ldesignated a National Historic Landmark I | Local government
| |

I recorded by Historic American Buildings I University
Survey # other
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property c. 27 acres
UTM References
AL”A Lif £ 3L B
%’one Léasﬁﬁg Northing Zone Easting Northing
c I I Y I B (1 T I e A pu_J | 11 J L

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Ludl ow Center Historic District are outlined on the attached
Ludl ow assessor's nap. The boundaries run along the property lines of lots 5 7,
8, 9 13, 14, 104, 106, 106A 107, and 108.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The Ludl ow Center Historic District includes all portions of thelots historically associated
with t henom nated properties. The boundaries were drawn t oexclude natural barriers to the
town's expansion and where there areclearly differentiated patterns of historical devel opnent.
South of thedistrict, Ludlow becones nore densely popul ated, with nmore recent residential
devel opment accelerated by t heconstruction of the Massachusetts Turnpi ke and t he ensuing
fx] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By Bet<;y Friprihpyg Matinnal PrgjcCte= Dir
name/title Ludlovj Historical Coiimission with Krithprinfl Boonin and | Pnn;*rH Loparto, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion . date

street & number 80 Boylston Street . telephone 727-8470

city or town Boston . state VA .Zip code 02116
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vicinity, and a radial road pattern was created, although actual construction
of the meeting house was del ayed by t he out break of the Revolution until
1783-1784.  Ludl ow was not a wealthy town, and the neetinghouse that was
finally erected was al nost stark inits simplicity. The late date of Ludl ows
incorporation, thelimted economc resources and the shift of the tow center
all help toexplain wy Ludlow i sone of the few Massachusetts comunities|n
whi ch the First Meeting Huse survives.

A the sane tine that Ludl ow Center was established, construction of a mll
dam at Vel | ananpus Falls on the Chicopee river created an industrial node. In
1810, with the establishnent of the Jencks cotton mll and Jencksville, a
pattern of growth and devel opnent an that woul d soon eclipse Ludl ow
Center. Inthe next decade the population of Ludlow increased by 70%, with
alnost all of the Influx drawn to Jencksville. Ludl ow Center continuedto
grow at a slow but steady pace duri n% the first half of the 19th century,
serving as the wllaFe center for thestill predomnantly agricultural
conmunity. 1n 1801 [and i nLudl ow Center was given to the town by Elisha
Ful ler for use as a burial ground. (Al though not forrrall%/.establlshed until
that date, the earliest burial goes back to, 1786 when a five-year-old boy, a
great-grandson of one of the original settlers, was crushed beneath a cart
wheel and buried there.)

A though there i s evidence that nore houses were built in Ludlow Center in the
first half of the the 19th century the only two extant fromthat period are

the Theodore S kes house of 1811, and the Increase S kes House of 1844.
Theodore S kes was a prom nent nenber of the community, serving as Sel ectman,
assessor. Mderator, District School Conmtteenan, Justice of the Peace, and,
from 1831 through 1836 represented Ludl ow i nthe Massachusetts Legislature.

Hs cousin. Increase Sikes, was a Hghway Surveyor, blacksmth an

woodworker.  He specialized i nnaking plows and wagons and constructed the
first hearse purchased by the tow i n 1823.

In 1840 the First Church of Ludlow, incorporated i n 1774, built a church just
east of the neetinghouse, which up to that time had been used for church
services as well as town business. (The 1840 church was |ater destroyed

fire, as was the 1859 building that replaced it, making the 1982 churchthe
third edifice constructed on the sane siteL. The neet | nghouse was noved

across the street, possibly by Increase Sikes, wo reportedly purchasedthe
building for fifty dollars for use as a sheep barn, but |ater changed his mnd
and sold it back tothe town for a Town Hall.

The Chapel was added to the district in 1865, constructed by the First Parish,
It was Intended to be used for md-week prayer neetings and Sunday School
classes. 1n 1875 the Parish erected a parsonage, paid for by subscription and
by a tax levied on parish nenfers.

continued
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In 1874, Ludl ows centennial year, apost office was established at Ludl ow
Center. this tine nearly all of the coomercial andcivic activity inthe
town had shifted to Jencksville (by then knom as Ludl ow Village, |ater
shortened to just Ludl O\I\?, and | t was there that the nain post off|ceV\as

| ocated. The Ludl ow Genter branch served the residents of the surrounding
rural areas, and continued to dosountil 1919, when rural free delivery nade
|t unnecessary.

In 1893 town neeting as well as all of the town records were relocated to
Ludl ow Vi | I age, and the fol | ow n? year permssion was given to the GanPe to
hol d neetings Inthe ol d town hall. The Gange purchased the building from
me ItOV\(!j] I n 1923, although the Trustees of the First Church retain titleto

e |and.

Wth the |oss of Its last civic functions, Ludl ow Genter becane increasingly
isolated fromthe rest of the conmunity, andvirtually no devel opnent occurred
for the next ninety years. Recent changes, such as the reconstruction of the
First Ghurch and the establishment of a'trucki n? and asphal t busi ness have
done | ittle todisturb the character of the disfrict.
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement in Ludlow are poorly understood, any
surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites in this area may
exist as an important link in settlement and subsistence system, focusing on
larger drainage areas long the Connecticut and Chicopee Rivers.

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for
providing detailed information on the changing social, cultural, and economic
patterns that characterized close-knit life in an early Connecticut River
Valley town from the 18th through 19th centuries. Archaeological remains
might also exist which could physically document the poorly understood
18th-century Colonial settlement of the town center.
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UTM References

Zone Easting  Northing

A 18 709960 4674100
B. 18 709960 4674030
c. 18 709840 4674040
D 18 709800 4673930
E 18 709740 4673950
F. 18 709700 4673880
G 18 709620 4673910
H 18 709650 4674040
| 18 709790 4674060
J. 18 709790 4674090
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Boundary Justification

subdivision of most of thefarmand i nthe southern half of thetown. O the district's
northern edge i s Cedar Snmanp. To thewest of thedistrict also Iie swanplands. These
wet | ands isolate thedistrict and insulate it from development. Also, north of Ludlow Center
lie Facing Hills. To thesoutheast i sMnechoag Mountain. These are rugged uplands

domi nating central Massachusetts.



Map #

13

14

14A
14A
14A
14A
104

106

106A

107

0 STH CT DNA SHT
LIDAOVENHERHSIARC DSIRCT

MHC # Historic Name Address Date
805 Fuller Cemetery Center Street 1801
1 First Church in Ludlow 859 Center Street 1982
230 First Church Common Center & Church Sts.  C.1842
901 Civil War Monument First Church Common 1867
902 Road Monument First Church Common 1912
903 Center Monument First Church Common
2 First Meeting House 6 Church Street 1783-84
4 Increase Sikes House 861 Center Street 1844
Barn 861 Center Street C.1844
Fuller Trucking & Asphalt 16 Broth Street 1985
5 Old Parsonage 877 Center Street 1875
Barn 877 Center Street C.1875
47 Lyon House 885 Center Street C.1866
Barn 885 Center Street C.1974
6 Ludlow Center Post Office 854 Center Street Cc.1811
Garage 854 Center Street C.1935

3 The Chapel 848 Center Street 1865
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 88001999 Date Listed;

Ludl ow Center Historic District Hanpden NA
Property Nane County State
N/ A

Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation docunmentation
subject tothefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or anmendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

ignatjjr® "o the Kelo/(g:b%r Date of Action
Anended Items i n Nom nation:

Criteria ~considerations:

Exceptions A andD areapplicable t ot hedistrict for the
relative importance of t hemeetinghouse andt he cemetery,
respectively, tothedistrict's documented significance.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, MSHQ by
telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
Nati onal Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout nom nation attachment)
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Septener 7, 1988

Garol Shull _
Nat i org?lrmReglfstt%r ?ft H storic Pl aces

) or the Interior NATIONAL
National Park Service N
PO Box 37127 REGSTEB
Viishi ngton, OC 20013- 7127
Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed youw || find the nommnationforns for thefollowng properties:
Qeenfield, East MinHgh Street Hstoric District
Qeenfield, Min Street Hstoric District
Qeenfield, Naton Sreet School

Lowel |, Lowell Gty Hall HstoricDistrict (Boundary Extension)
(Ayer-MGartin B ock, 165 Mrket Street)

Ludl ow Ludl ow Genter Hstoric District
Wwuld [ike torequest anexpedited review for Ludl ow

have been vot ed eli?i.ble by the State Review Board and have been signed l%atrhe Sate
Hstoric Preservation Oficer. "Qwers were notified of pending Sate Review d

consi deration 30-75 days before the neeting and were afforded the opportunity to conment.
N conments have been received to date.

S ncerely,

Betsy Friedberg . <N
National Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Gommission %:

B bg

Encl osure

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tadmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



