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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Thomas Naylor House is a two-story brick building with full basement, 
limestone foundation and a combination gable-hip roof. The overall plan 
is composed of one rectangle joined at its midpoint by another. Unalterec 
on the exterior and interior, the building has suffered only the loss of 
a widow's walk area atop the front hip-roofed section.

The exterior of the Naylor House is enhanced by two Carpenter Gothic 
wood porches, one with balcony, a bay window (also with balcony), Eastlake 
design pre-cast cement window hoods, small paired roof brackets and cornice 
returns on the gable ends. Window openings are tall and slightly arched. 
Two circular windows appear at two gable ends.

The dimensions of the building at its longest and widest are 63 feet by 
50 feet and it is 36 feet in height.

The extensive woodwork on the interior is original and in good condition. 
Floors are made of six inch floorboards. Plaster moldings and rosettes 
appear on the eleven foot Ceilings. A carved walnut stairway rises from 
the entrance hall. Originally, the kitchen and dining area were part of 
an earlier frame structure. Three and one-half other rooms plus a pantry 
and two fire places compose the ground floor. The second floor has 
three bedrooms, a bath and another fireplace. A staircase found in the 
ground floor pantry leads to a three-room basement with two foot thick 
stone walls.

At the present the Naylor House stands alone in an Urban Renewal area. 
The front iron fence and the small brick^wash house at the rear help 
to maintain the separate unity that the Naylor property has enjoyed 
since the 1870's.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Owned and maintained by the same family for nearly one hundred years, 
theXaylor House has been virtually unaltered since its construction 
irr n 869. Believed to have been designed by Iowa architect William 

vfoster, student of Richard Upjohn, the Naylor House has features 
similar to his work and to that of another contemporary designer/ 
W. W. Boyingto^as well. Pre-cast cement window hoods appear on both 
the Nay!or House and Boyington's National Register Site Terrace Hill, 
(1869) soon to be the Governor's Mansion in Des Moines.

Thomas Nay!or, a native of England and prominent Des Moines grocer, 
built his house soon after moving to this capital city. His family^ 
and now a local preservation group,are responsible for securing its 
position as one of the purest examples of Victorjjti architecture in 
the city.
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