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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Mary's Episcopal Church is set on flat meadowland near Weyanoke. It
js a three bay basilican structure with a large rear chancel and a front
vestibule set in an oversized tower. The exterior features diagonal buttresses
at all corners and two hood-molded center arches. At the rear of the chancel
is a triple window set within a great lancet arch. The tower has a label-
molded oculus on three sides, and a crenelated top.

The interior has a plaster vaulted ceiling. Some of the plaster has
fallen from the brick walls and all of the original stained glass has been

lost.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Mary's Episcopal Church is an elegant and generally well proportioned
example of mid-19th century Gothic Revival ecclesiastical architecture. It
is one of only about twelve such examples in the state.

The church was built in 1857. According to tradition its design
was based on plans of Frank Wills of New York. The Episcopalians' efforts
in the area began in 1854, when Rev. Caleb Dowe, assistant to the rector of
the church at St. Francisville, was assigned the duty of gathering a congre-
gation on Little Bayou Sara. His success led to plans to construct the
church. By 1856, the congregation had obtained the site, the bricks, and a
subscription Tist of $3,000. Late in 1856, Dowe resigned and a Reverend
Lewis, the rector at St. Francisville, saw the project through to its
completion. A parish was organized in 1857, and in 1858 the church was
consecrated. Throughout its history, the church had difficuTty keeping
enough communicants to maintain an active congregation. Within the
last quarter century it was de-sanctified and sold to the present owner.
It stands abandoned, empty, and in need of repairs.
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