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Town Springfield 

^ Address 51-59 Taylor Str«»t 

Historic Name Springfield Steam Power 

Company ^^^^^ ^ P S / ^ f l fi) 

Original Owner same 

Use: Present Commercial 

Q^igi^^l Industrial 

DESCRIPTION: 

Source .Spri ngf i Pi H Oi rRr-t.nry IRS? - 83 

St y l e p^ne] R r i r k ^ 

A r c h i t e c t ..nknnwn 

Exterior wall fabric hrick 

Outbuildings none 

5 Major alterations (with dates) 

storefronts mid 20th century 

Moved no Date 

Recorded by Ed Lonergan ed. by Candace 
Jenkins (MHC) 
Organization Springfield Historical Commission 

Date January 25, 1979 

Approx. acreage one acre or less 

Setting urban context; partially surrounde 

by parking lot and other period 

buildings. 

UTM Reference: 18/699060/466if0ij-0 
Springfield South Quadrangle 
Assessor's Map #309 (Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community.) 

The Springfield Steam Power Company Block is a three story, brick industrial structure 
with a freestanding rectangular plan. Although the f i r s t std^y on the north 
elevation has been i n f i l l e d , the block retains most of i t s Panel Brick features. These 
include segmental arched windows containing 10/10 sash and a patterned brick cornice. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state ' 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 
The Springfield Steam Power Company Block possesses integrity of location and 
setting, as well as substantial integrity of design, materials and workmanship. 
I t is significant for i t s associations with a major nineteeth century power 
company and as the home of several small scale industrial concerns. I t i s an ex­
cellent example of a typical Springfieldi(pattern; an industrial block constructed 
for lease to pledging' companies who often went on to erect space of their own. 
I t also exhibits important features of the Panel Brick Style which was popular 
for late 19th century industrial buildings. I t meets cr i t e r i a A «St C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

During 1881 the Springfield Steam Power Co. was organized. The incorporators were 
the directors of the Wason Car Manufacturing Co. and the purpose of the company 
was to supply power to manufacture'r occupying blocks erected by the Wason Co..Title to 
these blocks, located on Lyman & Taylor Streets. , was transferred to the Steam 
Power Co., in what was reported to be the largest single real estate deal in 
Springfield's history. The company advertised that their power was so great, a 
400 horsepower double engine with four boilers generating steam, that they 
would erect other buildings as rapidly as desirable tenants demanded them. 

Work was begun almost immediately on this three story brick block. The f i r s t 
occupant was the Springfield Sewing Machine Co. Over the years, a 
number of industrial concerns have occupied this block. Prominent among them 
were 3.B. Chapman & Co. brass founders, and Oohn Swaine Co. ironworks. 
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