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ARCH TECTURAL ST GNLFI CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within community.)

The SpringfieldSteam Power Gonpany Block is a three story, brick industrial structure
with a freestanding rectangular plan. A though the first std™y on the north

el evation has been infilled, the block retains nost of itsPanel Brick features. These
include segnental arched windows containing 10/10 sash and a patterned brick cornice.

HSTCR CAL S QN FH CANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the buildingrelates to the devel opnent of the comunity.)
The SpringfieldSeam Power (onpany Bl ock possesses integrity of location and
setting, as well as substantial integrity of design, materials and workmanshi p.
It issignificant for itsassociations with a major nineteeth century power
conpany and as the hone of several small scale industrial concerns. | tis an ex-
cellent exanple of a typical Springfieldi(pattern; an industrial block constructed
for lease to pledging' conpanies wio often went on to erect space of their own.
[t also exhibits inportant features of the Panel Brick Style which was popul ar
for late 19th century industrial buildings. | tneets criteria A & C of the National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

During 1881 the SpringfieldSeamPower . was organized. The incorporators were
the directors of the Vdson Car Manufacturing . and the purpose of the conpany

was to supply power to manufacture'r occupying blocks erected by the Vdson Co..Title to
these blocks, located on Lyrman & Taylor Streets., was transferredto the Steam

Power ., inwhat was reported to be the largest single real estate deal in
Springfield s history. The conpany advertised that their power was so great, a

400 horsepower double engine with four boilersgenerating steam that they

woul d erect other buildings as rapidly as desirable tenants denanded them

VWork was begun al nost immediately on this three story brick block. The first
occupant was the SpringfieldSew ng Machine . CQver the years, a

nunper of industrial concerns have occupied this block. Promnent anong them
were 3B Chapnan & . brass founders, and hn Swaine . ironworKks.

" B BLI GERAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)
Springfield Directory 1882 - 1883
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