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ARCH TECTURAL S OGN A GANCE  (Descri be inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within the community.)

The Daniel Bliss Homestead i s one of Rehoboth's nobst outstanding Georgian period
houses notable for its well crafted detail andthe quality of restoration work.

Several ancillary farm structures grouped around the house stand witness t o over
200 years of farm activities.

The house itself displays atypical two-story center chinmmey plan with twoearly
to mi d19th century ell additions at the east gable end. |t appears t orepresent
(Conti nued)

HSTORCAL SANHCANE (Explainthe role owners played i nlocal or state
history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the commnity.)

Dani el Bliss purchased land from the Rehoboth proprietors in the "1738 Land
Division" in the northwest part of present day Rehoboth, the last area to be
settled. Wth his main residence aOWnter Street, hebuilt this house in the 1750s.
In 1759, a dwelling andforty-four acres were conveyed t ohis son, Jacob Bliss.
During the 19th century, George WIlliamBliss, descendant of Daniel Bliss, farned
here with his son, V. Walter Bliss, who was paid $10.00 per year, plus roomand
board, prior tohis marriage when father and sonjoined partnership. The farm

had then grown t oenconpass several hundred acres.

The expansion and success of the famly dairy business by the endof the 19th

century is indicated by the fact that in 1895V. W Bliss was one of thefew

Rehoboth contributors t oan atlas of Bristol County andwas ideOtified aslivingi n

the ol d honestead of 150 acres which hadbeen inthe famly for five generations and

engaged i n "M |k business" (Everts andRichards 1895:35). Richard P. Bliss, son of

V. Walter, ran the farm fromca. 1920t o 1940. M1k froma herd of twenty-four cows

was sold in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, andturkeys were raised for market. | ce was

cut fromPerryville Pond, amle or sotothe south. 1 nthe 1930s, dairying was

abandoned for henraising which did not prove successful. Eventually, Richard went

to work in Providence, Rhode I|sland, but continued tolive at the honestead. He served

on the school coimlttee from 1918t 01940 andwas instrumental i n anearly nove to

centralize Rehoboth schools. Richard's sister, Mldred Bliss Waite, was a teacher
(Continued)

B gLl G3PHY and/ or REFEREINCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Everts and Richards. Atlas of Bristol County, Mass., Philadel phia 1895, pp.35-37.
Snape, Sue Ellen. Mghty Liberty Men, 1976, p.
Snape, Sue Ellen, ed. In O dRehoboth, 1976, p.
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Architectural Significance (Continued)

the evolution of anoriginal half house, possiblywith end chimey i nthe Rhode
Island manner, enlarged at anearly date toitspresent substantial form evidence
includes theasymetry of thefive-bay facade andt hebake oven location i n the
east side chanber, rather than thenore typical rear chanber position. At onetime,
a former owner hadreOovated theinterior andrenmved nmuch of theinterior detail.
Mich of it, labelled as tooriginal location and stored i nan outbuilding, was
discovered andreinstalled ca. 1970, so that today thehouse retains nost of its
original features, including dividing walls of angle-cut feather edged panels and
rai sed chimey breast panelling.

Two finished rooms i n theattic accombdated farm help. The east kitchenell retains
dado panelling andthere i sevidence that what i snowa straight stack chimmey i n t he
east endwas once |arger and contained fireplaces on each floor. A one-storyel |
extending northward of f t hekitchenell i salso of post and beam construction.

Historical Significance (Continued)

and principal of theNorth Rehoboth School. This propert was held by theBliss
famly for twohundred thirty years from 1738t o 1968.

As a well-preserved farm conpl ex which enbodies thedistinctive characteristics

of mi d18thcentury vernacular done ti carchitecture and 19thcentury ancillary
farmbuildings' design andconstructiontraits, theDaniel Bliss Honestead neets
criterion Cof theNational Register of Historic Places individually. For its
long associationwith an early Rehoboth famly andtheir farmng activities, which
by thelate 19th century placed themanong t he npst successful local dairy farmers,
it also meets criteria A andB.
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Above: Daniel Bliss built this house on Homestead Avenue for his son,

Jecob, a the time of Jacob's marriage in 1757. The house remained in
this family until recently.

Bdow: The Bliss house today, now owned by John Kirk.

From Snape, SE Mghty Liberty Mn 1976, p.134.
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