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Town REHOBOTH 

Address 76 Homestead Ave. 

I Historic Name Daniel Bliss Hom.estead 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence; center of dairy 
farm 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date c. 1750 

Source architectural detail; MLM p.135 

Style Georgian 

Architect tmknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings see text 

Major alterations ("with dates) 

see text 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 5,66 

Setting 40 feet from Homestead facing 

down Perryville Rd. 

rural context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Daniel Bliss Homestead i s one of Rehoboth's most outstanding Georgian period 
houses notable f o r i t s w e l l crafted d e t a i l and the q u a l i t y of restoration work. 
Several a n c i l l a r y farm structures grouped around the house stand witness to over 
200 years of farm a c t i v i t i e s . 

The house i t s e l f displays a t y p i c a l two-story center chimney plan w i t h two early 
to mid 19th century e l l additions at the east gable end. I t appears to represent 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Daniel Bliss purchased land from the Rehoboth proprietors i n the "1738 Land 
Divisi o n " i n the northwest part of present day Rehoboth, the l a s t area to be 
settled. With his main residence aO Winter Street, he b u i l t t h i s house i n the 1750s. 
In 1759, a dwelling and for t y - f o u r acres were conveyed to his son, Jacob Bl i s s . 
During the 19th century, George William B l i s s , descendant of Daniel B l i s s , farmed 
here with his son, V. Walter B l i s s , who was paid $10.00 per year, plus room and 
board, p r i o r to his marriage when father and son joined partnership. The farm 
had then grown to encompass several hundred acres. 

The expansion and success of the family dairy business by the end of the 19th 
century i s indicated by the fact that i n 1895 V. W. Bliss was one of the few 
Rehoboth contributors to an atlas of B r i s t o l County and was ideOtified as l i v i n g i n 
the old homestead of 150 acres which had been i n the family for f i v e generations and 
engaged i n "Milk business" (Everts and Richards 1895:35). Richard P. B l i s s , son of 
V. Walter, ran the farm from ca. 1920 to 1940. Milk from a herd of twenty-four cows 
was sold i n Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and turkeys were raised for market. Ice was 
cut from P e r r y v i l l e Pond, a mile or so to the south. In the 1930s, dairying was 
abandoned for hen r a i s i n g which did not prove successful. Eventually, Richard went 
to work i n Providence, Rhode Island, but continued to l i v e at the homestead. He served 
on the school coimnlttee from 1918 to 1940 and was instrumental i n an early move to 
centralize Rehoboth schools. Richard's s i s t e r , Mildred Bliss Waite, was a teacher 

(Continued) 
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Architectural Significance (Continued) 

the evolution of an o r i g i n a l half house, possibly w i t h end chimney i n the Rhode 
Island manner, enlarged at an early date to i t s present substantial form; evidence 
includes the asymmetry of the five-bay facade and the bake oven location i n the 
east side chamber, rather than the more t y p i c a l rear chamber position. At one time, 
a former owner had reOovated the i n t e r i o r and removed much of the i n t e r i o r d e t a i l . 
Much of i t , labelled as to o r i g i n a l location and stored i n an outbuilding, was 
discovered and r e i n s t a l l e d ca. 1970, so that today the house retains most of i t s 
o r i g i n a l features, including d i v i d i n g walls of angle-cut feather edged panels and 
raised chimney breast panelling. 

Two finished rooms i n the a t t i c accomodated farm help. The east kitchen e l l retains 
dado panelling and there i s evidence that what i s now a stra i g h t stack chimney i n the 
east end was once larger and contained fireplaces on each f l o o r . A one-story e l l 
extending northward o f f the kitchen e l l i s also of post and beam construction. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance (Continued) 

and p r i n c i p a l of the North Rehoboth School. This propert 
family for two hundred t h i r t y years from 1738 to 1968. 

was held by the Bliss 

As a well-preserved farm complex which embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics 
of mid 18th century vernacular dome t i c architecture and 19th century a n c i l l a r y 
farm buildings' design and construction t r a i t s , the Daniel Bliss Homestead meets 
c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register of His t o r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . For i t s 
long association with an early Rehoboth family and t h e i r farming a c t i v i t i e s , which 
by the lat e 19th century placed them among the mpst successful l o c a l dairy farmers, 
i t also m.eets c r i t e r i a A and B. 
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#161 

Above: Daniel Bliss built this house on Homestead Avenue for his son, 
Jacob, at the time of Jacob's marriage in 1757. The house remained in 
this family until recently. 
Below: The Bliss house today, now owned by John Kirk. 

From Snape, S.E. Mighty Liberty Men. I976, p.134. 
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