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DESCRIPTION

Dae 1890-92, 1901

Source Waltham M\ Fire Dept, 1817-1978
M chael D Drukman

Style Queen Anne Ronanesque Rev.

Architect Sanuel Patch
Sketch Mgz Drawv mgp homng property’'s location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wdl Fabric Brick, rock-faced
%?phlcal features. Indicate all buildings granite trim
I nventoried prgpqw and nearest Outbuildings none

intersection(s). _
Indicate north icE£ ™Mi4deUW glftct/

Magao Alterations (with dates) none

Z- - Condition Good

icy
Moa o Date n/a
itereageS 850 sq.ft. O™ (M-37M-11

Setting Adjacent t olmmanuel Methodi st

new
Church; faces grounds of High School.

OM REFBRENCE  igjsiSI"BO /VAN? 749 Recorded by Ed Gardon
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Date August. 1986
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NTOW. G STER (R TERA STAIEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Mody St. Fire Station i sthe nore intact of twoidenticallyrendered Waltham Fire Dept.
Stations (see Central Square Area Form 25 Lexington St.). Built i n1890, its interior was
compl etely reconstructed after afire i n1900. I1t'seclectic Queen Anne/ Romanesque Revi val
design was. provided by local architect Captain Samuel Patch. The Mbody St. Fire Station
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and asso-
ciations with thelate 19th century municipal building program andwith theconcurrent rapid
devel opnent of the South Side. |t neets criteria AandCof theNational Register of His-
toric Places.

AHTEIURA. SAQNHCINE Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The Mbody St. Fire Station i sa solid, well-crafted exanple of Queen Anne/ Romanesque Revi val
muni ci pal architecture. Particularlynoteworthy i sitsdistinctiveformwith its boxy, rectangu-
lar main block enlivened by t hemain facade's tall, paired corbelled chimeys andt he side

wal |'s pyramdally capped hose drying tower. | ngeneral, itsfacades are characterized

by high quality brickwork i ntheform of recessed panels and corbelled cornices. | naddition,
a polychromatic affect i sachieved via rock-faced granite trim (e.g. lintels). [Its min facade
features three large garage doors which are surmunted by rock-faced granite lintels. Visible
above these lintels are segmental arches conposed of three rows of header bricks. Thenain
facade i sdivided into three bays via tall narrow corbelled chimeys which flank a steeply
pitched gable. This gable i sedged with corbelled brick work andcontains an arched, tri - n
partite window. This building i senclosed by alow, slate shingled covered hi proof. The roofs
south slope displays hi p roof capped double dormer w ndows. A date placque above thecentral,
second floor wi ndow reads "1890 WF. D"

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role owmes played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devdgoment of the community.

Built i n1890, the Mbody St. Fire Station was part of anambitio s municipal building program
whi ch followed WaAltham's incorporation i n1884 (abuilding program which included schoolsand
a police station, aswell asfire stations, but oddly did not include a badly needed city hall
whi ch was not built until the m d 1920's). The Mbody Street Fire Station represents the work
of Captain Samuel Patch. He was t hesuperintendant of Buildings for thecity of Wal tham during
the late 19th/early 20th century. He was t hearchitect of the Lexington St. Fire Station (1887
and theprototype for the Mbody St. Station), t heWlthamHi gh School (at 55 School St.; form#
93; 1902) and probably t heRoyal E Robbins School at (50 Chestnut St; #45 1902) The Mbody

St. Fire Station's | ot was owned by George Woley i n1874 (this | ot also included thelnmanuel
riethodist Church site) by 1885. This fire station's |ot was part of a large house | ot bel onging
to CGeorge H Stowell—the Stowell house was located at the Mody St/ Cherry St. corner. The

VWl t ham Annual Report for 1890indicates that $20,000 was allocated for theconstruction of
"the new South Side Fire Station." During theearly spring of 1890, work commenced on this
structure. It'shbuilder was WN Hanson. This fire station was conpleted i n1892. |t was
jutted by fire ,on October 5, 1900—enly thebrick wall of thestation remained standing. | t

was not until June 30, 1901, that this structure was able t ore-open.

B Bl @R and or  REFERENGES

Val tham M. Fire Departnent - 1817-1978 by M chael D Druknan.
Atlases - 1874, 1881, 1883, 1886, 1898, 1900
WP.L file card on Captain Samuel Patch.
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VELTHAM M\ NRA

Mbody Street Fire Station #43
533 Mvodv Street

1" =@
1975; updated t o 1987
V@l t ham Engi neering Dept.
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1970 Atlas, City of WAl tham Vél t ham Massachusetts NRA
Conpi l ed by t he Wl t ham 533 Mbody Street
Engi neering Division Mbody Street Fire Station

Scale: 1inch = 140 feet 5-1-25



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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