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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of Stories: The main block of the building consists of 
thre e storie s in addition to a basement and cupola.

Shape of Plan: The structure is rectangular in plan. A krtchen| 
wing is located at the north side of the west elevation. The 
interior is organized on a central hall plan.

A

Foundation: Both brick and stone are used in the construction 
of the foundation of the building.

Wall Construction: The \\ralls are constructed of clapboard. 

Structural System: Balloon frame. \ • " 

Roof: The building has a mansard roof sheathed with slate.

Chimneys: The structure has a total of eight brick chimneys; 
four end interior and four interior all with stone caps.

S

Cornice: A bracketed wooden cornice extends around the building 
beneath the eaves of the mansard roof.

Porches: A spacious wooden verandah, with a wooden balustrade, 
covered by a ~roof supported by ornately bracketed wooden, piers, 
extends partly around the south elevation, across the entire 
east elevation, and partly across the north elevation of the 
building. A portion of the verandah roof is extended out at the 
south elevation to form a porte cbchere for the main entrance. 
In addition, an open stone porch and two -smaller wooden porches 
are located along the west elevation. A small greenhouse shed 
is located at the south side of the kitchen wing.

Important Interior Features: A very large percentage of the 
interior fabric of the McCullough Mansion remains intact. Amon$ 
the significant interior features is a formal stair with 
loggiaed stairwell covered by a large flat skylight executed in 
multi-colored glass. Many of the rooms are virtually unaltered, 
The building contains a variety of mid-victorian fireplaces. 
Several of the bathrooms exhibit early plumbing fixtures. One 
of the most exciting architectural spaces is the area around 
the wooden-core spiral staircase which leads from the west end 
of the third floor hall into the cupula. The windows in the 
cupula are glazed with panes of colored glass. An excellent 
view of the entire estate is afforded from the cupula. The 
building also contains a large number of original furnishings, 
books and records. An early bell system, much of the original 
plumbing and the ducts and registers for the original central 
heating system have all survived.
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Throughout the years of family use many small routine changes 
have been made to the mansion including:

a. Balustrade on porch roof and iron filigree on mansard 
roof have been removed.

b. Two windows were added to the third story and a second 
story bay was extended to the third story.

V

These changes have not altered the essential character of the 
structure and instead read as a history of the tastes and needs 
of the Mansion's occupants.

The drives, walks, major trees and other basic features of the 
original site design also remain intact. A carriage house of 
contemporary vintage, an 18th century farmhouse, and a playhouse 
are also located on the site.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Governor McCullough Mansion is a well preserved and well 
documented large Victorian house of the Mid 19th century which 
contains many significant architectural spaces and features. 
The structure was built in 1865 by the firm of Diaper, and Dudle 
of New York City and is considered to be one of their finest 
residential works.

The Mansion was the residence of four generations of men 
prominent in business, state and national affairs, including , 
John G. McCullough (1835-1915) who served as Governor of Vermont 
from 1902 - 1904.

The immense collections of bills, letters, furniture, books, 
drawings, etc., relating to the house and its occupants makes 
the building subject to unlimited interpretive possibilities.

The Mansion is a dominant landmark in North Bennington and an 
important component in the rich and varied architecture of the 
village.

The building is presently leased to a foundation ,by Mr. John G 
McCullough. As a result, it is open to the public and is 
actively used for a wide variety of ^community functions. An 
ongoing program of documentation of the building and the 
collections, coupled with the gradual stabilization and 
restoration of the structure, will hopefully insure that this 
valuable Vermont landmark will be of service to the community 
and to the interpretation of local history for years to come.
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