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Form 10-300 UNITI D STATtS OrPARTMrNT OF THF INTFRIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK Sl. RVICF; Mass,
COUN TYf
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Suffolk
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type nil entries — complete  applicable sections)
[1. NAME
C OMMON:
The Old Corner Bookstore
AND/OR HISTORIC: 7n
2. LOCATION Congressionial Districtn]9, .
STREIET ANC NUMBER: . /\Apor y
Northwest corner Washington and School Streets
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston
STATE COUNTY: 4/\ l]-9/\
Massac husetts Suffolk
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
e District g Building *  Public Public Acquisition: A Occupied Yes:
Q Site [J Structure O  Privote [~I In Process 1 1 Unoccupied *  Restricted
«  Object . Both I | Being Considered « Preservation work *  Unrestricted
in progress * No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural ( I Government . Pork [1 Transportation I 1 Comments
A Commercial \ ) Industrial I | Privote Residence e Other (Specify)
| | Educational . Military | 1 Religious
[ 1 Entertainment I I Museum | | Scientific
f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S N AME:
Historic Boston, Inc.
STREET AND NUMBER: O)
)
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: I(:D
Boston Massachusetts 025 @
5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
. o
Suffolk Registry of Deeds, Suffolk County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER: o)
Pemberton Square
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Boston M assachusetts 025
«, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITUE OF SURVEY:
1. Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth
DATE OF SURVEY: 1970 . Federol State Q County Q Local If
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachu.i3etts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
State House
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Boston Massachusetts 025

N



{TT DESCRIPTION

(Check Ono)
K) Excellpnl n “ood fl) Foir [J] Doterioroted . Ruins O Unexpo
CONDITION
(Check Our) (Chock One)

Cl Altered fi) Unollored n  Moved O Orlglr.ol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il knottn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old Corner Bookstore, located on the northwest corner of School and
Wasdliingfon Streets, is abrick house, two and one lialf stories liigh plus an'attic,
covered by a gambrellcd roof. Onthe gable end the fenestration above the first
floor is comprised of sash windows arranged in rows of five and three with a
single window inthe attic. At the ground level, two small-paned projecting show
windows are located between the two entrances. Two projecting brick coiu*ses,
extending almost the width of the wall, run beneath the two storied inthe gable.
These serve visually to separate the two stories and to define the floor levels.

The Wasliington Street facade is tliree bays wide. Onthe first story two projecting

windows similar to those on the gable end flank the recessed entrance which is
centered on the wall. Tlirce sash windows are evenly spaced on the second story
and above them two small dormers peek out of the roof. Brownstone quoining
decorates the corners of the building at the second story level.

The three story brick buildings next to the Bookstore on School Street
were built inthe early 19th century. The structure adjoiningthe "OIld Corner”
was erected in 1828, while its neighbor was built somewhat earlier.

The "Old Corner" was restored to its 1828 appearance in 19i8". Since
then the two School Street buildings have been restored, and the facade of 277
Washington Street will be restored inthe near future.

Historic Boston, Incorporated, a non-profitcoz'poration, in 1960
purchased the "Old Corner” and the adjoining buildings with the purpose of
demonstrating that historic buildings need not always be museums, but could
attract modern tenant occupancy, pay taxes to the city, add value to their
surroundings, as well as being tourist attractions. The historical and architec-
tural value of these buildings lies mainly intheir exterior appearance.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD fchecfc  One or More aa Apprnptiniv)
Pre-Columbion | L] 16th Century DO Bth Century n 20th Cintury
15th Century U 17th Century [ 1 39lh Century
SPECIFIC ~ DATE(S) (Il Applicablo and  Known) 17]_11 1833
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Approprlalo)
Abor iginol I | Educotion . Politrml 11 Urbon Plonning
{ 1 Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religmi/Phi.
. Historic I | Industry losophy
[ I Agriculture I I Invention I I Scieno
~ Architecture 1 1 Landscope I 1 Sculptwe
D Art Architecture n Social)Woman-
I I Commerce K) Literature itarbn
I I Communicotions . Military . TheolB
1 1 Conservation +  Music I | Transfertolion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Corner Bookstore, which standsat the intersecti”ft-""*Washington
and School Streets in Boston's central business district, is the only eighteenth
century house remaining inthis part of the city. Assuch, itis a valuable neighbor
to the Old South Meetinghouse of 1729, a National Historic Landmark. TheOld
Corner Bookstore served as a dwelling for more than a hundred years beforeit
was converted for use as a bookstore. Inthe mid-nineteenth century, at the height
of its fame, it was the home of the most notable piblishing housein America. On
that basis the building has been certified as a Massachusetts Historic Landmark.

This brick structure was built soon after the great fire of October 2, 1711,
by Thomas Crease, on land owned inthe 1630's by William and Anne Hutchinson.
An apothecary, 'Dr. Crease" kept his shop inthe main room of the house ad
lived inthe rooms onthe second floor. The building was held by various owners
until 1828, when it was leased and remodeled by Timothy Carter. Thefirst floor
was converted into a 'handsome and convenient bookstore” for the firm of Carter
and Hendee, and the upper floorswere convertedfor business use. Carter aso
built the adjoining structure at 3 School Street, «i the site of Dr. Crease's garden,
to house hisfirm's printing presses.

The heyday of the Old Corner as abookstore and publishing house began in
1833, when the partnership of William D. TicKnor and Company, later Ticknor and
Eields, took over the building. A large part of the success of this firm was due
to Ticknor'syounger partner, James T. Fields, whose innovations greatly altered
the traditional relation of authors and publishers. Fields was convinced that there
was a large market for fine literature and especially Americanliterature. To
insure that hisfirm got the best of manuscripts. Fields offered American authors
royalties, some ranging as high as twenty percent. Instead of pirating the works
of Englishauthors, the general practice among American publishers since there
\yas no international copyright protection, Fieldseither paid English authors aflat
sum for their manuscripts or placed them on the same royalty basis as American
authors.

A By the 1850's, these practices had made Fields the publisher — andthe

friend — of aimost every great Englishand Americanwriter of the time. Among
the Englishmen were Tennyson, Dickens, Thackeray, Browning, DeQuincey,

(continued)



MassM cliusclts
Suffolk County

NATIONAL HEGISTKR OF IIISTOUIC PLACESINVENTORY-NOMINATION FORM

Continuation Sheet: The Old Corner Bookstore, Boston, M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
[2]. Comprehensive State-wide Historic Preservation Plan
I%/Slag:slwchusetts Historical Commission
State House, Boston, MA 025
8. Significance

Matthew Arnold and Leigh Hunt. Fields' American authors were the men whose
work proved that American literature had come of agee Hawthorne, Emerson,
Thoreau, Longfellow, Holmes, Whittier and Lowell. During these years, the
Old Corner Boolcstore became such a favorite meeting place for both native and
visiting authors that it was popularly known as "Parnassus Corner".

In 1859, Ticknor and Fields bought the Atlantic Monthly, the most literaiy
American periodical of the day. With Fields as its editor, it also became the mos.
famous. By 1864, the firm was ready to increase its interest in periodicals ad
acquired the Nox'th American Review , the oldest magazine in America. After the
death of Ticknor inthat same year. Fields moved his expanding business fi‘'om the
Old Corner to larger quarters.

Other booksellers and publishers followed Ticknor and Fields at the Old
Corner until 1903. After tliat time the building fell to less distinguished use and
gradually deteriorated until it was purchased by a non-profit corporation, Historic-
Boston, Inc., in 1964. The Old Corner was restored to its 1828 appearance ad
now serves as the in-town office of the Boston Globe.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Tryon, W S Parnassus Corner. Boston, 1963.

Whitehill, Walter M Boston, a Topographical History. Canbridge, 1968.

Final Report of t heBoston National Historic Sites Commssion t othe Congress

of theUnited States. Boston, 1960.

GEOGRAPH CAL t) ATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUPE ANCLOMGI"™ JDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THtLtINTIR POIN I OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NV
42 21 2735 71 03 32
NE
SE
-SiL.

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATED PROPERTY: C. One half
ILIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR TY BOUNDARIES

NAME ANDTITLE:

“Ane R Wardwel |, Survey Director

ORGANI ZATI ON DATE

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion March 18, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Boston Massachusetts 025
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICA 1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (PublicL aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according tothec-iteria andprocedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

ational E State . Local .

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register.

Name

Secretary of t he Commonweal t h,
N NMGiairmen/ Massachusetts Historical
comm SSi on

Xae March 18, 1971 Date

GPO 093t.a94
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3. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD  fcMeck One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
. 15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIs) (Il Applicable and  Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal I | Education . Political 1 | Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Other (Specity)
. Historic r*] Industry losophy

I | Agriculture I | Invention e Science

I 1 Architecture | | Landscape e  Sculpture

. Art Architecture e Socio i/Humon-

[ I Commerce | | Literature i tarion

I 1 Communications . Military . T heater

1 1 Conservation : :

. Music N Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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DATE OF RECEIPT  if) ' 7Q
DATA PACGE

N PHOO (S)
' PHOIODESCR PTION (S)

& NP (9
| M¥P DESCR PTION (S)
LaEED
ACNONEDCE - | 7- 7
RESLBM T

NO NLMBER

REVIEW tkuJkidr>4lWJUMfA*- RtsH4ah'rt\ is LotUANnXi jty inf.

H STCR AN

ARCHEQ.G3 ST

ARCH TECT

Cirujufrfa A

ASST. KEEPER

KEEPER

VR TER EO TR

O RECTCR OAP

ED TORIAL PROCESS NG EDTAR

Federal Registry Entry ~ —"~-'7~7

rzn T

Annual Edition Entry_

Logged AR 1ngm card AR 11197}

COMMENTS

CGONGRESS ONAL DI STRICT:

WORKI NGNUMBERS, | 7. 77

REG STER:

fpf™ i ~

N

/\Q' h



PLEASE RETURN THI SFOR - |

NAVE OF PROPERTY AN A A AC»-yrMnr K

The attached National

1.
2.

N o 0o & w

10.

11.
12.

Nane.

Locati on.

Classification.

Onner of Property.

Location of Legal Description,
Representation in Existing Surveys.

Description.

Statement of Significance.

Bi bli ography.

Geogr aphi cal Dat a.
a. Longitude andLatitude Coordi nates,

b. Acreage

Form Prepar ed By.

Certification.

Phot ographi ¢ Cover age.

KA >|

gj verage. | AhfstArjAVe. ATTDO

ot her.

VEfiI N. Tfflt PRQEERTY | SRESUBMMm ED. / DAJE:

f. <P>"K?

Regi ster Inventcry-Nom nation form|s being returned toyour
office for clarification of the information indicated bel ow

Clarification or correction of theabove itens nust be nade prior tothe initiation
our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomnation will then satisfy National Register criteria

of

in

full.

Thank you f~r your attention totheabove itens checked. »

SI GNED:









Form 10-301 UNITTD STATPS DTPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR SIATL
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SLRVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUN TY
Suffolk

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type nil entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

AR 11093
L NAME

0 CVMN TKo Old Comcr Bookstore

AND/OR HISTORIC;

2.. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:
Nprlliwest corner WasMiiffton and School Streets

_ CITY OR TOWN:
Of. Boston

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Massachusetts D25~  Suffolk ,.<-2ATTA- U2
3. MAP REFERENCE

T U.sGS Boson, South, Mass. 1~ mvEfi <gr
ILI

MS
4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coun T
Suffolk

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph B
mt im

NAME
aovvan The Old Corner Bookstore

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Northwest corner Washington and School Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

COUNTS

M assachusetts 025 Suffolk 025
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDLT: M assachusetts Historical Commissimi
DATE OF PHOTO: 1972

tu NEGATIVE FILED AT:

LU Massachusetts Historical Commission, Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
4. IDEJVITIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC.

east and south facades



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy

Suffolk
FOR NPS USE ONLY
—N-winNfA

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
T. NAME
coumon: The Old Corner Bookstore
AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

Northwest corner Washington and School Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

COUNTY:

M assachusetts Suffolk
3. MAP REFERENCE

U.S.G.S. Boston, South, Mass,
771N 1:24,000

4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

M1

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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40 "acon Street March 22,

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of t he Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Attention: M. Carol Shull CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Carol:
Attached is a second copy of our nom nation formfor: LI

Suffol k County, Boston, The O d Corner Bookstore. e

Mary Means called shortly before she left the Register staff andtold us

that t helast page of our original nom nation form had sonehow di sappeared
fromyour files. She asked that we send her another copy of that page

with Secretary Davoren's signature. | amalso enclosing a xerox of the materials
we originally sent i nsoyouwill have a record copy of thefull subm ssion.

[t any other materials for this nomnation turn up mssing, please |etne
know so that we can send you duplicates.

Best regards.

Polly ahn Matherly
Hi storian
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

:pam
Ends.



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REd STER

STATE
AR 1liigrj
Date Entered

Name L ocation
Boxford Villag* Bliitoric District BorJarA _
fi«kM X Couatj

nw Old Com«r Bookator* BB«d<m
Suffol k CouBt|

Hon. Edwd M I<ennedyA

I'so Notified State Historic Preaervatiat Officer
Bttie Sdward V. Bro("« Hon. John E X DY \ren
Fon. Mchael J. Karrlnfrten Secretary of the Gcuawmwaal th

Hon. John Koak| e _ Chai raH n, Masaachuaetta |iatorieal
Director, Nort e}sllst Segi on (ooBi aai 0B

4o Beacon Street
Boat cm Msaachuaetta 0210&

t AR NEow andr| np k-20-73



