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Form 10-300 UNITI D STATtS O r P A R T M r N T OF THF INTFRIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SI. RVICf; 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type nil entries — complete applicable sections) 

| 1 . NAME 

S T A 1 1 : 

Mass, 
C O U N T Y f 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

C O M M O N : 

The Old Corner Bookstore 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : • 7 ^ 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E I E T A N C N U M B E R : 

Northwest corner Washington and School Streets 

Congressionial Districtn]9 . ^ ^ 
'S ^Apor 1 / 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E 

Massac husetts 

C O U N T Y : 

Suffolk 

4^ '19^ 

3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

I -

u 

z 

UI 

lU 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict g Building 

Q Site [ J Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

0 Privote 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

[~l In Process 

I I Being Considered 

STATUS 

^ Occupied 

1 1 Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

^ Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

^ Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ 1 En te r ta i nmen t 

( I Governmen t 

\ ) I n d u s t r i a l 

• Mil i tary 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I I Privote Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientif ic 

[ I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I 1 Comments 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Historic Boston, Inc. 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Suffolk Registry of Deeds, Suffolk County Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Pemberton Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

«, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

N . 

T I T U E O F S U R V E Y : 

1. Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
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DATE OF SURVEY: 1 9 7 0 • Federol State Q County Q Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachu.i3etts Historical Commission 

If 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
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{TT DESCRiPTiON 

CONDITION 

(Check Ono) 

K ) E x c e l l p n l n ^ o o d f l ) F o i r [ J ] D o t e r i o r o t e d • Ru ins O U n e x p o 

( C h e c k O u r ) 

C I A l t e r e d f i ) U n o l l o r e d 

( C h o c k One) 

n M o v e d O Or lg l r . o l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I I k n o t t n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Old Corner Bookstore, located on the northwest corner of School and 
Wasliingfon Streets, is a brick house, two and one lialf stories liigh plus an'attic, 
covered by a gambrellcd roof. On the gable end the fenestration above the f i r s t 
floor is comprised of sash windows arranged in rows of five and three with a 
single window in the attic. At the ground level, two small-paned projecting show 
windows are located between the two entrances. Two projecting brick coiu*ses, 
extending almost the width of the wall, run beneath the two storied in the gable. 
These serve visually to separate the two stories and to define the floor levels. 
The Wasliington Street facade is tliree bays wide. On the f irst story two projecting 
windows similar to those on the gable end flank the recessed entrance which is 
centered on the wall. Tlirce sash windows are evenly spaced on the second story 
and above them two small dormers peek out of the roof. Brownstone quoining 
decorates the corners of the building at the second story level. 

The three story brick buildings next to the Bookstore on School Street 
were built in the early 19th century. The structure adjoining the "Old Corner" 
was erected in 1828, while its neighbor was built somewhat earlier. 

The "Old Corner" was restored to its 1828 appearance in 19j8 .̂ Since 
then the two School Street buildings have been restored, and the facade of 277 
Washington Street wi l l be restored in the near future. 

Historic Boston, Incorporated, a non-profit coz'poration, in 1960 
purchased the "Old Corner" and the adjoining buildings with the purpose of 
demonstrating that historic buildings need not always be museums, but could 
attract modern tenant occupancy, pay taxes to the city, add value to their 
surroundings, as well as being tourist attractions. The historical and architec­
tural value of these buildings lies mainly in their exterior appearance. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

I -
u 

lU 

UI 

1/1 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD fchecfc One or More aa Apprnptlnlv) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n I L ] 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry U 17th Centu ry 

DO B t h Cen tu ry 

[ ] 39lh Cen tu ry 

n 20 th C i n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Appllcablo and Known) 1711, 1833 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Approprlalo) 

Abo r i g i n o l 

{ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

D Art 

I I Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c o t i o n s 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c o t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I I n d u s t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

1 I L a n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

K ) L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t r m I 

• R e l i g m i / P h i . 

losophy 

I I S c i e n o 

I I Scu lp twe 

n Socia l )Woman-

i t a r b n 

• T h e o l B 

I I T r a n s f e r t o l i o n 

1 I Urbon P l o n n i n g 

The Old Corner Bookstore, which stands at the intersecti^ft-^^Washington 
and School Streets in Boston's central business district, is the only eighteenth 
century house remaining in this part of the city. As such, it is a valuable neighbor 
to the Old South Meetinghouse of 1729, a National Historic Landmark. The Old 
Corner Bookstore served as a dwelling for more than a hundred years before it 
was converted for use as a bookstore. In the mid-nineteenth century, at the height 
of its fame, it was the home of the most notable piblishing house in America. On 
that basis the building has been certified as a Massachusetts Historic Landmark. 

This brick structure was built soon after the great fire of October 2, 1711, 
by Thomas Crease, on land owned in the 1630's by William and Anne Hutchinson. 
An apothecary, 'Dr. Crease" kept his shop in the main room of the house and 
lived in the rooms on the second floor. The building was held by various owners 
until 1828, when it was leased and remodeled by Timothy Carter. The first floor 
was converted into a 'handsome and convenient bookstore" for the f i rm of Carter 
and Hendee, and the upper floors were converted for business use. Carter also 
built the adjoining structure at 3 School Street, «i the site of Dr. Crease's garden, 
to house his f irm's printing presses. 

The heyday of the Old Corner as a bookstore and publishing house began in 
1833, when the partnership of William D. TicKnor and Company, later Ticknor and 
Eields, took over the building. A large part of the success of this f i rm was due 
to Ticknor's younger partner, James T. Fields, whose innovations greatly altered 
the traditional relation of authors and publishers. Fields was convinced that there 
was a large market for fine literature and especially American literature. To 
insure that his f i r m got the best of manuscripts. Fields offered American authors 
royalties, some ranging as high as twenty percent. Instead of pirating the works 
of English authors, the general practice among American publishers since there 
\yas no international copyright protection, Fields either paid English authors a flat 
sum for their manuscripts or placed them on the same royalty basis as American 
authors. 

^ By the 1850's, these practices had made Fields the publisher — and t̂he 
friend — of almost every great English and American writer of the time. Among 
the Englishmen were Tennyson, Dickens, Thackeray, Browning, DeQuincey, 

(continued) 



MassMcliusclts 
Suffolk County 

NATIONAL HEGISTKR OF IlISTOUIC PLACES INVENTORY-NOMINATION FORM 

Continuation Sheet: The Old Corner Bookstore, Boston, Massachusetts 

6. 

8. 

Representation in Existing Surveys 

[2]. Comprehensive State-wide Historic Preservation Plan 
1971 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
State House, Boston, MA 025 

Significance 

Matthew Arnold and Leigh Hunt. Fields' American authors were the men whose 
work proved that American literature had come of age: Hawthorne, Emerson, 
Thoreau, Longfellow, Holmes, Whittier and Lowell. During these years, the 
Old Corner Boolcstore became such a favorite meeting place for both native and 
visiting authors that it was popularly known as "Parnassus Corner". 

In 1859, Ticknor and Fields bought the Atlantic Monthly, the most literaiy 
American periodical of the day. With Fields as its editor, it also became the mos: 
famous. By 1864, the f i rm was ready to increase its interest in periodicals and 
acquired the Nox'th American Review , the oldest magazine in America. After the 
death of Ticknor in that same year. Fields moved his expanding business fi'om the 
Old Corner to larger quarters. 

Other booksellers and publishers followed Ticknor and Fields at the Old 
Corner until 1903. After tliat time the building fell to less distinguished use and 
gradually deteriorated until it was purchased by a non-profit corporation, Historic-
Boston, Inc., in 1964. The Old Corner was restored to its 1828 appearance and 
now serves as the in-town office of the Boston Globe. 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

-SiL. 
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Ânne R. Wardwell, Survey Director 
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ORGANI ZAT I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
D A T E 

March 18, 1971 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Beacon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFlCA 1 ION 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 0 2 5 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

ational E 

Name 

State • Local • 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
.̂ ..̂ ĵ GJiairman/ Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

commission 

X)ate March 18, 1971 Date 

GPO 9 3 t . a 9 4 



3. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD fc^eck One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian 0 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEls) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[ I Commerce 

I 1 Commun ica t i ons 

1 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r i ng 

r* ] Indus t ry 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

n 

P o l i t i c a l 

R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

Sc ience 

Sculpture 

Socio i /Humon-

i ta r ion 

T heater 

T ranspo r t a t i on 

1 I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specity) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 
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PROPERTY 

DATE OF RECEIPT if ) ' 7Q>^ YES NO NUMBER 

DATA PAGE 

»V PHOTO (S) 
' PHOTO DESCRIPTION (S) 

<̂  MAP (S) 
I MAP DESCRIPTION (S) 

LOGGED 
ACKNOWLEDGE >?- | 7 - 7 

REGISTER: fpf^ i ^ ^ 

RESUBMIT 

REVIEW tkuJkidr>4lWJUMfA*- RtsH4ah'rt\ is LotUAnXi jty inf. 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

ARCHITECT 

C f ^ u j u f ^ f ^ ^ /'Z^ T ; 
ASST. KEEPER 

KEEPER 

WRITER/EDITOR 

DIRECTOR, OAHP 

EDITORIAL PROCESSING, EDITOR 

Federal Registry Entry ^ — ^ — '7 ̂  Annual Edition Entry_ 

Logged APR 1 ngm Card APR 11197} 

COMMENTS: WORKING NUMBERS, j7. 7^. ^Q'h 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 



PLEASE RETURN THIS FORl-I WEfiN.Tfflt PRQEERTY IS RESUBMm-ED. / DAJE: "S//P 
NAME OF PROPERTY ^^/^ Cl^C »-y^^^ K K^>l f.<P>^K^ ' 

The attached National Register Inventcry-Nomination form Is being returned to your 
office for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. Classification. 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description, 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates, 

b. Acreage 

11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. 

Photographic Coverage. 

^^ap gjverage. I ^ ^ f s f ^ j ^ V e . A / f 0 

other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the' i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then satisfy National Register c r i t e r i a 
i n f u l l . 

Thank you f^r your attention to the above items checked. ^ 

SIGNED: ^ ^ ^ ' ^ 







Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

o 

UNITTD STATPS DTPARTMrNT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SLRVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type nil entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

L NAME 

S I A T I . 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

APR 1 1 093 

COMMON: TKo Old Comcr Bookstore 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

2.. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Nprlliwest corner WasMiiffton and School Streets 
—> C I T Y OR TOWN: 

0£. Boston 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O D E C O U N T Y : CODE 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts D25~ Suffolk ,.<-?rTT^- U2o 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

ILI 

MS 

S O U R C E : 

U. S. G. S. Boston, South, Mass. 1 ^ mvEfi <gr 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph 

NAME 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

mt iim 

COMMON: The Old Corner Bookstore 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Northwest corner Washington and School Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

Massachusetts 025 

C O U N T S 

Suffolk 025 
3. P H O T O R E F E R E N C E 

P H O T O C R E D 1 T : 

tu 
LU 

Massachusetts Historical Commissimi 
D A T E O F P H O T O : 1972 
N E G A T I V E F I L E D A T : 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 
4. IDEJvJTIFICATION 

D E S C R I B E V I E W . D I R E C T I O N . E T C . 

east and south facades 



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

— ^ - w i ^ f ^ D A T E 

T. NAME 

C O M M O N : The Old Corner Bookstore 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Northwest corner Washington and School Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Suffolk 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

U.S.G.S. Boston, South, Mass, 
771^: 1:24,000 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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40 ^acon Street 

National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Ms. Carol Shull 

March 22, 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Carol: 

Attached i s a second copy of our nomination form f o r : • . • 

Suffolk County, Boston, The Old Corner Bookstore. • 

Mary Means called shortly before she l e f t the Register s t a f f and t o l d us 

that the la s t page of our o r i g i n a l nomination form had somehow disappeared 
from your f i l e s . She asked that we send her another copy of that page 
with Secretary Davoren's signature. I am also enclosing a xerox of the materials 
we o r i g i n a l l y sent i n so you w i l l have a record copy of the f u l l submission. 

I f any other materials for t h i s nomination turn up missing, please l e t me 
know so that we can send you duplicates. 

Best regards. 

Polly ahn Matherly 
Historian 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

:pam 
Ends. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
APR 1 iigrj 

Name Location 

Boxford Villag* Bliitoric District 

nw Old Com«r Bookator* 

BorJarA 
fi«MX Couatj 

BB«t<m 
Suffolk CouBtj 

Hon. Edwrd M. Kennedy 
Also Notified 

Btttie Sdward V. Bro(̂ « 
Hon. Michael J. Karrlnfrten 
Hon. John Koakley 
Director, Northeast Segion 

t PHR 

State Historic Preaervatiat Officer 
Hon. John F.X. D̂ 'Voren 
Secretary of the Ccuawmwaalth 
ChairaHin, Masaachuaetta liatorieal 

CooBiaaioB 
4o Beacon Street 
Boatcm, Masaachuaetta 0210& 

NEowlandrlmp k-20-73 


