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The Citizens State Bank is a one-story brick building with classical details. It 
is two bays wide with a plate glass window with three transoms dominating the right 
bay. An inset entry with a sandstone pediment is in the other bay. Banded brick 
pilasters support the pediment, superimposed on a pair of brick pilasters rising 
behind it. A similar pilaster is at the corner. Several brick bands interrupt 
the pilaster's vertical thrust and the building terminates with a brick cornice 
with a stone cap. The building stands on a raised foundation with two casement 
basement windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Citizens State Bank building has local architectural significance as this 
small town's bank building. Its classical details, pretentious entry, and single 
window distinguish it from the less ornate commercial blocks which constitute 
the streetscape. As such it is a Gooding landmark.

Architect R. E. Vincent of Spokane considered relocating in Gooding in 1916. He 
designed several structures for the city of which this is the best example.
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Item 4. Current owner: Robert C. and Carolyn Enyart, Box 321, Gooding, ID

Item 7.

The exterior of the Gooding State Bank has survived two major functional 
conversions—first to a public library and then to a business office—with 
an absolutely unaltered exterior. A sketch of the proposed building pub­ 
lished in the Gooding Leader in April of 1916 shows not only the same massing 
and masonry detail but the same disposition of elements in the windows, with 
a single large square of plate glass, surmounted by three smaller rectangular 
lights. The interior of the buildings has been completely altered. The 25x 
48 foot mahogany-finished banking room—the full width of the building, and 
two-thirds of its length—which was described at the time the bank was built, 
has been repaneled, re-partitioned and carpeted, and retains none of its 
original architectural significance.

This structure is continuous with a streetscape dating alrgely from the 
'teens and 'twenties and containing numerous examples of brick construction 
in both one and two stories. Its significance relative to these other examples 
is addressed in item 8 below.

Item 8.

Gooding Main Street displays a high proportion of early brick buildings; 
however much has been stuccoed, and most of the un-stoccoed examples have 
been altered to one degree or another. Of the several early and still exposed 
examples on Main north of Fifth, one small shop has an altered storefront, 
another is generally unaltered but very unassuming architecturally. Several 
other brick buildings are in better condition and have real merit: a fine 
two-story theatre building on the southeast corner of Third and Main, which 
combines elaborate brickwork with a galvanized iron cornice; an early hotel 
on the west side of Main near Second, which displays a belt course in contrast- 
ing brick between flat arched windows; an early store across from the bank 
which displays multiple corbels of various patterns of stepped and outset 
brick.

The Citizen's State Bank building is exemplary among these sibling structures 
because of its pristine condition; it alone shows neither alteration or 
deterioration. It is also noteworthy for its use of the classical vocabulary,
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which is unique on the street, and its incorporation of stone, which probably 
stems from the same impulse to project a stable, prosperous image. This 
stylistically self-conscious mode appears to be the particular contribution 
to Gooding of architect R. E. Vincent to the existing tradition of brick 
building in that town. The Spokane architect's season in Gooding resulted 
in only one other reported building, the Fashbaugh residence. Unfortunately 
nothing more is known of that commission than that it was considered to be a 
bungalow.

The Citizen's State Bank has historical importance, too, as one of the first 
two banks in an irrigation tract townsite. According to Glen Barrett's 
history of Idaho banking, the pioneer bank of Gooding, Lincoln State Bank, 
was opened the same year the townsite was, in 1907. Citizen's Bank, opened 
in 1908, apparently took over its predecessor in 1913.* This was evidently 
an unusually productive period for the institution. Within three years its 
directors were prepared to hire an architect to design a handsome little 
banking building on one of the principal intersections of the town. During 
the previous two years, the newspaper announcement of the building project 
reported, volume of business at the bank had doubled.^ The end of the second 
decade of the century was about the limit of this bank's prosperity, however. 
"G. W. Wedgewood and his cashier, J. H. Leyson, had the Citizen's State Bank 
in good shape by the end of World War I," Barrett writes. "But they were not 
able to keep it open after agricultural prices fell in the Twenties. Their 
Citizen's State Bank closed in April 1925."3 The bank was survived by one 
which had formed a year later, the First National (originally the Gooding 
State) Bank.

It has not been possible to determine whether the building continued to be 
used for its original purpose after 1925. It functioned as the town library 
from the mid-20s to the late '70s, and is now a title company office.

Glen Barrett, Idaho Banking, 1863-1976, Boise State University Press, 
Boise, Idaho, 1976; p. 139, p. 237.

2 
Gooding Leader, 20 April 1916, p. 1, c. 4-5.

3 
Barrett, p. 139.

Item 10. Verbal boundary description: The nomination includes the former 
Citizens State Bank building and the property on which it stands: the east 
75' of lot 13, block 28, Gooding town.site.


