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DESCRIPTION

QONDI TION GECK O\E CGHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENf || ! .  —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED AORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE-
—FAR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

.PHYSICAL APPEARANCE.

The building sits onthefront part of thesite with the nain vehicle
naneuvering area toits rear with access toit onthenorth edge, anda
staff parking area tothesouth. The site i s landscaped with |awn, shrubs
and several trees. The Arlington Post Officei sdesigned inasinplified
version of the Georgian Colonial Revival style. [It's distinctive features
include a slate hipped roof, wood cupola, brick quoins, and a |inestone
entrance architrave. The building i s symetrical inboth plan and el evation
with alater addition that al most doubl es thesize of the original
structure. Inplan, thebuilding isfronted with a snmall vestibule anda
public |obby flanked by the Postmaster's office and service areas to the
right and workroom space totheleft. Behind the service screenis the
workroom nal | vestibule, and platform

Seven granite steps with wought-iron railings create the nain
approach. The building rises above its granite base with brick laidin
Flemsh bond and |inmestone detailing. The front (east) elevationdivides
the seven-bay structureinto a three-bay central, slightly projecting
portion with two-bay wings. The center portion contains three arched
openi ngs; thecenter arch houses the repl acenent al ummnumand gl ass entry
doors franed by a linestone architravewth keystone, fanlight, and
rusticated pilasters supporting an entablature; cast bronze Isunps are to
either side of the entry. Double-hung, 1515 |ight wood sash wndows with
fan lights flank theentry i ntherecessed outer arches with |inestone
keystone, springer stones, and panel below The wndows i nthe flanking
bays are doubl e-hung with wod sashes, 12/12 |ights, |imestone sills and
flared lintels with keystones. The original part of thebuilding is narked
by its brick quoins and |inestone cornices. The roof of thecenter portion
i's raised above the flanking sides; thecornice features a small |imestone
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bend with a larger |imestone denticul ated cornice above and i s topped with
an octagonal open col umed wood bel fry and copper cupola. A netal rain
diverter has been added above the entry, weakening the effect of the sinple
rooflines.

The side elevationsare simlar indetail to the front of the Post
Ofice. The mail platformi slocated in the back.

(e enters the buildingthrough an original vestibule which has a
white nmarbl e wainscot with nicely carved stained oak and gl ass panels
above. The inner doors to the north and south are also of replacenment
alumnumand glass. A partition wall of plaster, glass and al umnum runs
along the south end of the vestibule to separate the post office box area
fromthe service area. The lobby area has a white neirble wainscot three and
one-half feet high with a black marbl e base and a beige and bl ack checker-
board terrazzofloor with black nmarble edging. The walls and ceiling are of
plaster; the east and west walls curve to neet the ceiling nolding, also of
plaster. The wndow sills and postmaster's entry are of stainedwood.

| TERATI ONS.

The major changes to the Suilding, the addition, netal diverter, and
the lobby alterations were done in 196M Also at that time, tw skylights
over the original workroomwere renoved and a suspended ceiling installed.

AR

(v the north wall of the lobby, around the Postnaster's door, i sa
heavy canvas nural installed in 1938 above the wainscot. Entitled "Purchase
and We of the Soil," itisinexcellent condition.
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Built i n1935 the Arlington Main Post Office building ispart of Arlington Center's

col lection of architecturally significant structures dating fromthe early 19th century -
md 20th century (including Robbins Library (1914) and the Federal Revival City Hall).
Architecturally this building is significant as areflection of 1930's Public Vrks

Adm nistration (P.WA) policies advocating standardized construction and nore efficient
planning. For exanple, sites for new post office buildings during the 1930's were chosen
with an eye toward nore efficient servicerather than promnent display on a mgjor
thoroughfare - the Arlington Main Post Office i slocated on aresidential side street.

The Col onial style was chosen for its design perhaps i nreference t oArlington historical
associations with British and Anerican skirmshes related totheBattle of Lexington and
Concord. The Col oni al Revival style was t hesecond nost popular architectural nodefor
Federal governnent building design during the1930's. Aong with theClassical style, the
Colonial Revival style was "symbolic of both American past and her future progress and
increasingly the architectural synbol of the Federal Governnment." This nodern scaled

red brick and white stone trimmed building is characterizedby Georgian Revival surface
treatments (e.g. fanlights, keystone archs and wedge shaped lintel). 1t is domnated by
a distinctive cupola with arched openings. [tsoverall appearanceis nore donestic than
institutional rendering i tconpatible with its residential neighbors.

The appropriation for the Arlington Main Post Office building was $175,000.00. The

local Chanber of Congress and nore specifically Arthur Birchis credited with securing
the funds for this structure. Excavation began on July 4, 1935. Oh Septenber 19, 1935
the cornerstone was laid. | treads Henry Mrgenthau, Jr., Secretary of the Treasury,
Janmes A Farley, Postmaster General, Louis A Sinon, Supervisory Architect, Neal A

Mel ni ck, Supervisory Engineer, Murice P. Meade, Architect 1935.

This building's consulting architect, Mawrice P. Meade was al so responsiblefor

Sonerville' s Main Post Office (1935-1936). He was born i n Boston i n1883 and graduat ed
fromMI.T. i n1908. Between 1910-1940 his office isvariously listed at 44 Bronfield St.
and 80 Boylston St. He designed theChurch of the Sacred Heart in North Quincy. H
retired i n 1954 and di ed Cctober 4, 1955.

At thetime of this building's dedication, it was called "simlar tosone of Harvard
University's buildings." Itsinterior was deened "handsonely finished." Arlington
painter and interior decorator WlliamL. Gooch is credited with theinterior treatnents.
The |obby contains amural by WIliamC Palner of New York City. The nural depicts
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scenes fromold Menotony (nowArlington andvicinity) including the purchase of Menotony

from Squaw Sachem Palner is known for amural in the former Washington Post Office
Department buil ding.

The Arlington Main Post Office building provided jobs tolocal citizens duringthe
Depression, including Ral ph Hof fman, Plunbing Contractor, The Col unbia Cornice Qonpany
and the Smalley Granite onpany. At theend of 1935 650 persons were working on Vérk
Progress Adm nistration (WP.A) jobs. The Arlington Main Post Office was built to
meet the mail service needs of arapidly growing comunity. | n1915 Arlington
enconpassed 2,470 dewl | ing houses. By 1935 the nunber of residences hadrisento

6, 893 representing an increase of 179%in twenty years - even though construction cane
to avirtual halt after 1931.
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IV.:tM(; i.«iingnxuMA02173-0324

Augug 19, 1985

The Honorable Donald Marquis
Towmn ~enager, Ibwn of Arlington
Arlington Than Ifell
730 Massachusetts Avenue
Arlington, MA 02174
A \% ! .y -
Dear Ttawn ~fenager Marquis:

The US Postal Service incaijunction with the Massachusetts State Eiistoric
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the ffein Post Office in Arlington
and has determined i tis significant fromanhistorical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the US Postal Service intends t ononinate
this building tothe Naticxial Register of Historic Places. V& would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

I'f you ccxicur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter i nthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

eral "enagy
Ccencur:

Encl osur es

IPC 1t
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC 20260

My 5, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240- 1002

Dear M. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the
post office located at 10 Court Street, Mddlesex County,
Arlington, Massachusetts.

If you have questions concerning this nom nation, please
cal | ne at 202/ 268-3107.

Sincerely,

rohn S Sorenson _
'Realty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Encl osure

m
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