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.PHYSICAL APPEARANCE. 

The building sits on the front part of the site with the main vehicle 

maneuvering area to its rear with access to it on the north edge, and a 

staff parking area to the south. The site is landscaped with lawn, shrubs 

and several trees. The Arlington Post Office is designed in a simplified 

version of the Georgian Colonial Revival style. It's distinctive features 

include a slate hipped roof, wood cupola, brick quoins, and a limestone 

entrance architrave. The building is symmetrical in both plan and elevation 

with a later addition that almost doubles the size of the original 

structure. In plan, the building is fronted with a small vestibule and a 

public lobby flanked by the Postmaster's office and service areas to the 

right and workroom space to the left. Behind the service screen is the 

workroom, mall vestibule, and platform. 

Seven granite steps with wrought-iron railings create the main 

approach. The building rises above its granite base with brick laid in 

Flemish bond and limestone detailing. The front (east) elevation divides 

the seven-bay structure into a three-bay central, slightly projecting 

portion with two-bay wings. The center portion contains three arched 

openings; the center arch houses the replacement aluminum and glass entry 

doors framed by a limestone architrave with keystone, fan light, and 

rusticated pilasters supporting an entablature; cast bronze Isunps are to 

either side of the entry. Double-hung, 15/15 light wood sash windows with 

fan lights flank the entry in the recessed outer arches with limestone 

keystone, springer stones, and panel below. The windows in the flanking 

bays are double-hung with wood sashes, 12/12 lights, limestone sills and 

flared lintels with keystones. The original part of the building is marked 

by its brick quoins and limestone cornices. The roof of the center portion 

is raised above the flanking sides; the cornice features a small limestone 
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bemd with a larger limestone denticulated cornice above and is topped with 

an octagonal open columned wood belfry and copper cupola. A metal rain 

diverter has been added above the entry, weakening the effect of the simple 

rooflines. 

The side elevations are similar in detail to the front of the Post 

Office. The mail platform i s located in the back. 

One enters the building through an original vestibule which has a 

white marble wainscot with nicely carved stained oak and glass panels 

above. The inner doors to the north and south are also of replacement 

aluminum and glass. A partition wall of plaster, glass and aluminum runs 

along the south end of the vestibule to separate the post office box area 

from the service area. The lobby area has a white meirble wainscot three and 

one-half feet high with a black marble base and a beige and black checker­

board terrazzo floor with black marble edging. The walls and ceiling are of 

plaster; the east and west walls curve to meet the ceiling molding, also of 

plaster. The window s i l l s and postmaster's entry are of stained wood. 

ITERATIONS. 

The major changes to the Suilding, the addition, metal diverter, and 

the lobby alterations were done in 196M. Also at that time, two skylights 

over the original workroom were removed and a suspended ceiling installed. 

_ART 

On the north wall of the lobby, around the Postmaster's door, i s a 

heavy canvas mural installed in 1938 above the wainscot. Entitled "Purchase 

and Use of the Soil," i t is in excellent condition. 
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Built in 1935, the Arlington Main Post Office building is part of Arlington Center's 
collection of architecturally significant structures dating from the early 19th century -
mid 20th century (including Robbins Library (1914) and the Federal Revival City Hall). 
Architecturally this building is significant as a reflection of 1930's Public Works 
Administration (P.W.A.) policies advocating standardized construction and more efficient 
planning. For example, sites for new post office buildings during the 1930's were chosen 
with an eye toward more efficient service rather than prominent display on a major 
thoroughfare - the Arlington Main Post Office is located on a residential side street. 
The Colonial style was chosen for i t s design perhaps in reference to Arlington historical 
associations with British and American skirmishes related to the Battle of Lexington and 
Concord. The Colonial Revival style was the second most popular architectural mode for 
Federal government building design during the 1930's. Along with the Classical style, the 
Colonial Revival style was "symbolic of both American past and her future progress and 
increasingly the architectural symbol of the Federal Government." This modern scaled 
red brick and white stone trimmed building is characterized by Georgian Revival surface 
treatments (e.g. fanlights, keystone archs and wedge shaped l i n t e l ) . I t is dominated by 
a distinctive cupola with arched openings. Its overall appearance is more domestic than 
institutional rendering i t compatible with i t s residential neighbors. 

The appropriation for the Arlington Main Post Office building was $175,000.00. The 
local Chamber of Congress and more specifically Arthur Birch is credited with securing 
the funds for this structure. Excavation began on July 4, 1935. On September 19, 1935 
the cornerstone was laid. I t reads Henry Morgenthau, Jr., Secretary of the Treasury, 
James A, Farley, Postmaster General, Louis A. Simon, Supervisory Architect, Neal A. 
Melnick, Supervisory Engineer, Maurice P. Meade, Architect 1935. 

This building's consulting architect, Maurice P. Meade was also responsible for 
Somerville's Main Post Office (1935-1936). He was born in Boston in 1883 and graduated 
from M.I.T. in 1908. Between 1910-1940 his office is variously listed at 44 Bromfield St. 
and 80 Boylston St. He designed the Church of the Sacred Heart in North Quincy. He 
retired in 1954 and died October 4, 1955. 

At the time of this building's dedication, i t was called "similar to some of Harvard 
University's buildings." Its interior was deemed "handsomely finished." Arlington 
painter and interior decorator William L. Crooch is credited with the interior treatments. 
The lobby contains a mural by William C. Palmer of New York City. The mural depicts 
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scenes from old Menotomy (now Arlington and vi c i n i t y ) including the purchase of Menotomy 
from Squaw Sachem. Palmer is known for a mural in the former Washington Post Office 
Department building. 

The Arlington Main Post Office building provided jobs to local citizens during the 
Depression, including Ralph Hoffman, Plumbing Contractor, The Columbia Cornice Company 
and the Smalley Granite Company. At the end of 1935, 650 persons were working on Work 
Progress Administration (W.P.A.) jobs. The Arlington Main Post Office was bui l t to 
meet the mail service needs of a rapidly growing community. In 1915, Arlington 
encompassed 2,470 dewlling houses. By 1935 the number of residences had risen to 
6,893 representing an increase of 179% in twenty years - even though construction came 
to a virtua l halt after 1931. 
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August 19, 1985 
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* CO 
The Honorable Donald Marquis 
Town f̂enager, Ibwn of Arlington 
Arlington Tbwn Ifell 
730 Massachusetts Avenue 
Arlington, MA 02174 

^ V . ' ,. , V-
Dear Ttawn ̂ fenager Marquis: 

The U.S. Postal Service in caijunction with the Massachusetts State Eiistoric 
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the ffein Post Office in Arlington 
and has determined i t is significant from an historical viewpoint. 

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate 
this building to the Naticxial Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence. 

I f you ccxicur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

eral Î fenager 

Ccncur: 

Enclosures 

JPC/ljr 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260 

May 5, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Histo r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the 
post o f f i c e located at 10 Court Street, Middlesex County, 
Arlington, Massachusetts. 

I f you have questions concerning t h i s nomination, please 
c a l l me at 202/268-3107. 

Sincerely, 

rohn S. Sorenson 
'Realty Specialist, Senior 
Office of Real Estate 

Enclosure 
/ ' 
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