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The Governor Upham house, built in 1880, is a very large, clapboarded, T-shaped, 
two-story Italianate structure with a single story kitchen wing at the rear. 
The gently sloping hipped roof has the ;typically Italianate wide eaves, 
denticulated and supported by brackets. All end elevations are pedimented, 
with a small round-arched window breaking the horizontal cornice at the center. 
Other windows are uniformly tall, segmentally arched, and nicely proportioned. 
The foundation is high, built partly of stone and partly of red brick, and 
painted red. The exterior of the house is painted white.

There has been only one alteration worthy of mention. In the 1920's the 
east side of the single-story, wrap-around veranda surrounding the entire 
front (north) wing was enclosed as a sun room leading off the front parlor. 
Otherwise the house retains its original appearance in every respect and is 
in a very good state of preservation inside and out. It is perhaps the 
oldest residence standing in Marshfield, having been one of a very few to 
survive the great fire of 1887 which virtually leveled the city.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William H. Upham (1841-1924) was a soldier, businessman, politician, and governor. 
Born in Massachusetts, he moved to Racine, Wisconsin with his mother in 1853. At the 
outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted in the Belle City Rifles, which became a company 
in the Second Wisconsin Infantry. He was wounded at the first battle of Bull Run and 
reported dead. Memorial services were held for him in Racine in August, 1861. How­ 
ever he was actually captured by the Confederates and hospitalized near Richmond. 
After recovering, he was transferred to Libby Prison. When he was finally paroled, 
he received a direct appointment to the U. S. Military Academy from President Lincoln. 
He graduated from West Point with honors in 1866 but served only briefly, resigning 
his commission as first lieutenant in 1869. One of his assignments had been to guard 
Jefferson Davis, who had occasionally visited the hospital at Richmond when Upham was 
among the wounded.

Upham engaged in lumbering in northeastern Wisconsin in 1869 but in 1871 moved to 
Marshfield, which was just being platted, and he largely built the city. He "not only 
entered a variety of business ventures, but grew as the community. He and his associ­ 
ates established a sawmill, a furniture factory, a general store, a planing- mill, a 
grain elevator, a flour mill, a railroad, a power plant, a waterworks, a machine shop, 
and organized the First National Bank, 11 ^ of which Upham became the first president. 
The Upham furniture factory was early to become Marshfield 1 s principal employer.

Despite his heavy losses in the Marshfield fire of April 27, 1887, which destroyed 
all of Upham 1 s plants and leveled nearly the entire city, he took the lead in re­ 
building its industries and encouraging other businessmen, workers, and citizens to 
remain. "By January 1888,...the community under the forceful leadership of Upham 
had rebuilt 62 blocks of brick structures for which he pledged his own credit."^ 
Thus he virtually built Marshfield a second time and prevented almost certain abandon­ 
ment of the community.

A Republican, Upham was more interested in civic affairs than political life and was 
an alderman, mayor for two terms, and clerk of the school board for 13 years. In 1894, 
however, he received the State Republican Conventions nomination as the candidate 
with the best chance to unseat the incumbent Democratic governor. He won the election 
and served as governor for one term, 1895-1897. He refused to run again and returned 
to resume his enterprises in Marshfield, including the presidency of the Water, 
Electric Light and Power Company and the Upham Manufacturing Company. He remained a 
prominent business leader until his death. Governor Upham*s house, which he built 
in 1880 and which miraculously escaped the great fire of 1887, is the remaining 
structure most closely associated with him.

1. Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography, 356.
2. The Wisconsin Blue Book, 1960, 141.
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