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1. Name of Property
historic name Dutton-Holden Homestead

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 28 Pond Street N/A not for publication

city or town Billerica N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA countv Middlesex .code 017 zip code 01821

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
« request for detemnination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

N meets « does not meetthe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide a locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

'~\Ar\<M~N SAuvivwyyv
Signature of certifying official/Title: Brona Simon Date
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
. herwy certify that this property is: e ef the Keeper Date of Actioi
| entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Dutton-Holden Homestead
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
3 0 buildings
0 0 sites
structures
objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

IVlaterials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: fieldstone

walls WOOD: weatherboard
roof Asphalt shingles
other

(Describe the historic and cun-ent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See Continuation Sheets)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Dutton-Holden Homesteed is a well-preserved representative example of an evolved 2 4
dory, sde-gabled center-chimney farmhouse of thethird quarter of the 18* century. It may have
begun & a two-story haf-house, but if 0, it quickly grew into a full-width, five-bay building
with arear leanto. A long 1Vi sory eest wing or shed, itsroof ridge parallel to that of the main
house, gppears by its congdruction to date to about 1800-1810. The south faBade of the wing is st
back severd feel from the front of the main building. The eest end of the wing abuts ataller,
narrow two-story carriage house/shoemaker's shop.  This section may have been a one-gtory,
free-standing shop of the early 19* century, and raised up severd decedes later to incorporate the
ground-levdl carriage house The feBade of the shop/carriage house is st on the same plane as
the wing faBade; itsroof edgeis paralld to the others. A narrow brick interior chimney rises from
the rear portion of its eest end wall. All parts of the building are clad in 20* century clapboards,
and have asphdt shingle roofs. The foundation isfieldstone, with afull basament under themain
house, mogt of the lean-to, and the west half of the wing.

Setting

The building faces south, with its eest end towards Pond Street, on a 1.65-acre property ina
neighborhood adjacent to the old town center that isbuilt up with modest mid-20™ century wood-
frame single-family houses Most of the houses west of Pond Strest sand on one-third to two-
acre lots divided out from the old Dutton/Holden farm. Postioned severd yards northesst of the
house on a sgparae parcd is the converted mid-19" century New England bam that weas a
functioning part of the Holden farmstead until 1928.

The present property, much reduced from the original farm, isa long trapezoidd parcel, with the
house positioned on arise a the east end, near the street. In alow hollow just to its southwest is a
one-gory, shed-roofed chicken coop (c. 1930, mgp #3) now used as a shed. The coop, which

was moved to the dite from a nearby property inthe late 1940s is clad in novelty "drop" siding
typical of the 1930s It has an agphdt roof, a vertica-board door in the north end, and a pair of
smal 1/1 sseh windows on the eest Sde. The south and west boundaries are marked by dry-laid
fieldstone walls (map #4), which formerly divided the farmstead from the family gpple orchard

to the south, and the Kidder farm to the west. Another short section of wall is located along the
north property line near the dreet, southeest of the converted bam. This latter wall was extended

in the mid-1990s south with apartially-built new section aong the streetfront. Still in place & the
southwest comer of the carriage house is a rare surviving 19* century hitching post (map #5).

The pog itself is wood, and is caoped with a cast-iron ball finial, and protected down half its
length by adeeve of painted tin or other lightweight metal.

(continued)
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Exterior description

The main south front of the Dutton House consgs of the five-bay faBade of the main house, the
long asymmetrica front of the east wing, which ahs five windows and adoor a the first story and

two small windows under the eaves, and the onebay cariage house/shop. While the wide

chimney of the main house is centraly placed a the ridge, the middle bay of the faBade is

positioned dlightly to the eest of center - an asymmetry which, coupled with evidence that the

upper part of the chimney was expanded to the west a an early date, hes led to speculation that

the house began with just the eestem three bays as atypica "haf-house' desgn. The double-

hung windows of the main faBade, as well as four a the first gory of the wing and the one in the
upper wall of the cariage house/shop, ae all tum-of-the-century 2/1 sssh, st into wide,

unadorned enframements that are flush with the wall. The second story window frames of the

main house extend upward into a narrow frieze board a the top of the wall, where they abut a
bold molding. The boxed front soffit endsin aflat retum board & the west gable end, and in a
molded comice retum onthe eest end. The latter detail is associated with an overhanging gable-

end comice and wide rake board which gpparently represent a fashionable mid-19* century

dteration. The wes gable end, which cannot be ssen from the dreet, was never dtered inthe

same way. Chaacterigic of the 18* century, the main building hes board, unadorned

comerboards.

Historic photos, the earliest dating to before 1916, show that a that time the house had louvered
shutters a the windows, and awide, flat-roofed entry porch supported on two large square pods.
The porch was probably added in the third quarter of the 19* century. Its 10"-wide pair of
chamfered posts, which were removed after 1950, are presently dored in the basement. The main
front door was replaced by amid-20* century wood-pand and glass door, in an unadomed board
surround.

While mogt of the relatively tall and narrow windows in the main house may occupy the openings
of former 6/9 saeh, the four 2/1 sseh windows Soread across the long feBade of the eest wing are
of smdler, sguatter proportions. A par of eave or "eyebrow" 6-pane snglesash windows
digned about the second or fourth bays from the west replace sngle-pane windows that were
removed inthe 1990s The wing faBade formerly had two doors. The wide overhung diding
vertica-board utilitarian door on the wing's outer section is an early 20* century besded-board
type. Another narrower walk-in door to itswest was removed in the middle of this century, and a
multi-pane circular window ingtalled in its place. A wide, massve door done remans to mark
the position of the former entry. The narrow chimney that rose from the center of the wing ridge
(shown in the accompanying photos) was removed in 1999.
(continued)
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A sngle 2/1 sseh window is pogitioned inthe west portion of the upper front wall of the carriage
housz/shop. Thefirst story faBade of this section, which was formerly filled by a pair of double-
leaef carriage doors, wes dtered inthe mid-20* century by the ingtallation of an overhead wood-
pand and glass garage door in awood-panded surround.

The eest gable end of the main house displays a single window a each story, centraly-placed,
and digned one above the other. The lower two are 2/1 saah; the attic window isa20 century
V1. The exterior bulkhead entry to the basament is located in the south portion of this wall, now
covered by amodem metd door. The only fenestration in the eest end of the carriage house/shop
conggts of two 2/1 sseh placed toward the front of the second story.

The west gable end of the building displays full "sdtbox" slhouette. Thiswall formerly had a
sngle centrally-placed window a each story; the second-dory one, however, has bean replaced
with alarge mid 20* century 88 sagh. The north end of the lean+to islit by a2/1 sseh window &
the first story, and asmal 1/1just forward of it in the lean-to |oft.

With the exception of a single story 2/1 sseh window in the rear of the carriage house/shop, a
centrally placed door inthe wing, and possbly the wesemmogt 2/1 in the back of the lean-to,
none of the varied fenestration of the rear of the building occupies an origina position. Therear
wing door, like that a the front, is an overhead-diding type, of early 20 century beeded board.
Above it to either dde are two 6-pane eavewindows. A prominent feature of the rear eedt part of
the lean-to isthe narrow shed dormer, or "bump-out,” with anarrow horizontal two-pane window
that provides light and heedroom to an interior stairwall.

Structure and frame

The pog-and-beam timber frame, or "eagtem braced framing" sygem of the main house istypical

of houses built throughout mogt of Middlesex County in the 18* century. The building is framed
with five ssmctura bays, each defined by a st of principa rafters still visibleinthe attic. Each

rafter isc. 5" wide, and flaresfrom 5 V" degp a the ridgeto 6 V" & the foot for the interior

rafters, and 8" a the foot of the gable-end rafters. The upper endsof the rafters are tenoned into a
four-sided ridge beam with what gppear to be bridlejoints. Two rows of sawn purlins, c. 372"

uare, support vertical roof boards Rough walls of vertica festher-edged boards divide the

chimney bay from the goaces on either g9de. Libera amounts of surviving whitewash on the

boards indicate that the enclosed goaces may have been used for habitation & an early date. The

attic floor structure revedstypical mid- or late-18* century joists, c. 3 by 3 V*", s&t 27" on center.

(continued)
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The samejoist dimensons and spacing occurs in the eedt half of the basament framing. Thewest
part, however, is supported on half-log degpers soecaed 27" on the center, as isthe lean-to.

Characterigic of the predominant colonial framing orientation in Middlesex County, summer
beamsin the ceilings of thefirst-storyrooms run longitudinally (parallel to the roof ridge), while
those inthe second-gory ceilings and inthe besemant are transverse. The width of the summer,
including their casngs, is approximately 11 V. The two-story comer pods visible in all four
major rooms, have flared top shoulders, and arejoined to plates and girtswhich intersect on the
same plane - atype of framing usualy not ssen until the middlethird of the 18* century. All
plates, girts, beams and pogts in the main house are casad with smooth-planed boards, most
cadngs arefinishedwith anarrow quirked bead. The northeast comer pogt of the lean-to, visible
in the former rear stairwell, isuncased, without chamfer or other decorative treatment. The lean-
to raftersmessure c. 5- 51/2." While their intersection with the rear second-gory plate are not
visible, the positions and dimensions of both attic and lean-to rafters suggessthat these aretwo
spaae sgs of timbers - probably indicating that the leanto was not integra to the origina
building, but added a short time later.

All of the ceilingsinthe mainrooms of the house are plagtered. Their height is 88" a the second
dory, 86" a the first.

The framing of the eest wing is somewhat lighter in timber dimension than that of the main
house, dthough its 3 x 3 /4" joists, oacad 24" on center, continue the type of construction
prevdent inthe 18* century. Itsroof isframed with smal common rafters, c. 3 Vi x 4", without
purlins, andjoined a the ridge without a ridge beam. In this section of the housethe roof boards
run horizontally. Framing visible in the carriage house/shop, including ceilingjoists and suds, is
of about the same dimensions. As in the other parts of the building, diagona wind braces are
visible in the carriage house.

Interior description: main house

Like a handful of other housss in Billerica, the main section of the hose hes the traditional 18*
century center-chimney "saltbox” floor plan with a center lobby entrance, aroom a each dory
flanking the chimney bay, and a lean-to with kitchen and bedroom &t the reer first story, with loft
above.

The closed-4tring, three-run daircase in the lobby entrance hes narrow newd podts c. 3" square,
with undecorated tops, and amolded handrail without baugters. The south face of the chimney is
(continued)
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plegtered, and mogt of the remaining interior wall goece in the entry is panded with vertica
feather-edged boards. FHoor to ceiling horizontal festher-edged boards sheath the south exterior
wallsto the west of the main entry.

In the two front rooms of the first gory, the ceilings are pladered on ether sde of the
longitudinal summer beams The south, eest and north walls of the southeast room are plastered
above alow dado composad of two and three horizontal feather-edged boards. The center section
of the north dado is interrupted by the filled-in goace of a former doorway. The west fireplace
wall of this room is a composition of vertically-oriented Georgian raised-field panding arranged
in two ranks in the south part between thefireplace and the doorway to the entry, a line of four
pands above the fireplace, and a the north end, alarge lower pand with asngle-panded cabinet
door above it. The latter door is the same proportion as one of the pands over the fireplace -
dightly larger in dimendon than the three others, which may have formerly opened into a
chimney cabinet. At the top of this panded wall is a heavily-proportioned compound crown
molding. The degp 63" wide firebox hes angled Sdes, is 36" high, and is surrounded by a
compound bolection molding. A wrought-iron crane is still in place in the fireplace, where the
wrought-iron lintel, faced with a bevded line or mortar, is visible. A broad hearth of large
rectangular bricks protrudes into the room, where it meets a hardwood floor that probably dates to
the first half of the 20* century. There is no door to the lobby entrance in this room, but its
unusud fluted surround remains.

The southwest first-story parlor has a more formal finish than the southeest room. The walls
ae fully plastered, without a dado. The eedt fireplacewall of this room, like the one inthe eest
room, isaso largdly of panded construction. The fireplace opening isalso 36" high, but slightly
narrower a 54"; it is dso surrounded by a bolection molding. The hearth is aranged in a
symmetricd dedgn of both rectangular and large square bricks.  Above the firebox is a
compodition of three vertica rased pands, the one in the center, which formsthe door to a
shdlow chimney cabinet, is dightly larger than the others  South of the fireplace two broad
fluted pilasters frame a four-paneled door to a closet which gppears to occupy the goace of the
origina basemant dairs. The doorway to the lobby entrance is surrounded by the same type of
fluted casng as the one in the southeedt room; its door isamid-19* century four-panel door with
applied moldings.

The northwest part of the lean-to is occupied by a smal bedroom (the traditional so-caled

"birthing room"). This amdl goece has adado of two horizonta rows of feather-edge sheething.

In the center section of the lean-to, (the former kitchen), the brick firebox in the back of the
(continued)
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chimney hes been reduced in 9ze, ad a later mantd shelf added. A very wide heath of
rectangular bricks, however, extendswell beyond the west end of the opening, and projects over
two feet into the room. The entire west portion of the fireplacewall is composed of the painted
brick face of the chimney, punctuated only by the opening of a well-preserved bake over, fitted
with a cagt-iron door with raised decorative design. Abovethe est portion of the fireplaceisa
chimney cabinet faced with beaded boards, the wall eest of the fireplace is clad from floor to
ceiling in horizontal feather-edged boards The same materid forms the dado on the north
exterior wall, west of alater closet. A 20* century bathroom fills mogt of asmall room in the eest
end of the leean-to. In its northeest section, however, is a cdosat converted from the former
encdosed dairway to the loft.

At the second story, the main southeest and southwest chambers display two different types of
interior finish. The southeast chamber illustrates the lingering use of feather-edged shesthing
that continued throughout Massachusetts through mogt of the 18* century, and is present ina
leadt two other earlier Billerica homes On the south, eest and north walls the boards are laid
horizontally, their lengths long enough to display the tgper in widths that presented such
chdlengers to 18* century carpenters. The west fireplacewall, condgent with its ssmcturd role,
is composad of vertica feasther-edged sheathing. A narrow door to acloset north of the fireplace
is a batten door of the same type of panding, hung on a pair of smdl iron strgp hinges. A door in
the center of the rear north wall is consructed of vertical beaded board. While the door to the
lobby entrance is a four-pand type, the pintels of a pair of strgp hinges are still in place in the
jamb.

The finish of the southwest chamber, clearly a the top of the hierarchy of goacesin the building,
is a fully-developed mid-to-late 18* century Georgian mixture of classicaly-inspired dements
including raised-field pandling, dentiled comices, and fluted pilasters. The walls ae fully
plastered, without a dado, and the boxed comer podts project only a few inches into the room.
Thefireplacewall isthe mog sophidticated inthe house 1tisfully panded with arange of three
rows of raised-field pandls, their arangement matching that of the six-pand door to the gair hall.
A pair of fluted pilasters on high molded besssfl anksthe fireplace, where a compound bolection
molding frames the recently-opened firebox. Above the fireplace is an overmante of two
horizontal raised-field panels. The capitds of the pilagters extend up into an eaborate, dentiled
crown molding. A telling detail of this room is the presence of small cast-iron case locks, fitted
with small ova brass knobs, on the exterior of doors to the entry and loft. As they ae
characterigic of the mid 19* century, they may indicate that this was the habitation of Mary
Holden, who weas declared insane by 1875.
(continued)
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In the west end of the lean-to loft isa small unfinished room, itsfront (south) wall shesthed with
rough horizontal boards that show no 9gns of weethering, but display the marks of a circular saw,
& if they had been ingtalled inthe middle or latter part of the 19 century. In the center and eest
part of the lean-to, however, is one open room, finished with plaster on the west and south walls.
The ceiling is open to the raftersand rear roof boards, and on the eest end wall the suds and the
back of the exterior sheathing are exposed. A batten door of feather-edge sheething in thiswall
leading to the loft of the later wing still hes the leather remnants of its early hinges. The
encloaure of the former interior Sairway remans in the northees comer. A highly unusud
feature of this goaoe, which suggests a longtime use as degping quarters, is the large fireplace,
completely devoid of trim, let into the back of the chimney. Inthe wall just west of the upper
edge of thefirebox isanarrow, wood-lined niche, about 12" high and 16" degp.

Interior description: shed/wing and carriage house/shop

Most of the dterations to the interior of the building have taken place in the east wing, or former
dhed. At the first story, alate 20* century kitchen fills the west end, with a mid-century wooden-
shelved pantry in the former entryway to its eadt, now lit by the modem circular window. The
eed end of the first story of the wing is one large open room. Within the pagt few years a
sraight-mn stair dong its eest wall has been enclosed, and two savaged 19* century four-pane
doors have been indalled - one a the foot of the sair, the other & acdosat undemesth it. A four-
pand door inthe reer part of the ees wall leading to the carriage house hes been in placefor

many years.

The half-story garret of the wing today houses a woodworker's shop.  The narrow chimney
visible in exterior photos hes recently been removed, and insulation hes been gpplied to the
roofboards between the rafters. The eest wall of this goace dhows evidence of having bean
plastered between the suds

Thefirst-storycarriage house is unfinished on the interior. At the second story, the walls of the
second-gory shoemaker's shop are plagtered above a 3-foot-high dedo of horizontal boards The
bottom of the narrow brick stone chimney againg the eest wall begins five feet ebove the floor.
The ten-foot width of this part of the building istypical of 19* century shoe shops- hence the
colloquia name for them of "ten-footers.” Further investigation of parts of the structure now
hidden may reved that the shop wes originally a one-gory structure, and later raised over the
later carriage house.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric dtes are known on the Dutton-Holden Homesteed property, it is possble
that dtes ae presant. Two dtes ae recorded in the generd aea (within one mile).
Environmental characteridtics of the property represent some locationa criteria (dope, soil
drainage, digance to wetlands) that have been recognized as favorable indicators for some types
of prehistoric dtes. The homestead is Stuated on a well drained, level to moderately doping
upland terrace high above the Concord River located approximately one mileto the west. The
Concord River isthe nearest wetlands to the Dutton-Holden Homesteed property. This locational
characteridic unfavorably affects the prehistoric sengtivity of the nominated areaa Mot
sttlement modds in the region condder the proximity of wetlands as an important factor in
determining prehistoric dte sendgitivity for a specific area. Prehistoric senditivity can be high in
the absence of wetland resources however, a specidized ue of the dte locde (quarries,
ceremonid aressetc.) isusudly identified in those stuations. Specidized or pecid purpose use
of the nominated area by Native American people has not bemn identified. Given the above
information, a low potential exists for locating prehistoric resources on the Dutton-Holden
Homestead property.

A high potential exists for locating historic archaeological resources on the Dutton-Holden

Homesteed property. Further documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and

testing can be usad to document the locations of outbuildings and occupationa rdated features
(trash pits, privies, wells) assodated with over 200 yeers of resdence, agricultural and industrial

use of the farm. One chicken coop, moved to the property inthe 1940's and now usd as ashed,

is extant on the property. Two additiona poultry houses, now demolished, were aso reported on

the property in ca 1910. A converted mid-19* century bam, pat of the Holden farmstead

until 1928, is now located on a sgparate parcd northeest of the house  Archaeological remains
from earlier bamsmay aso be present on the property. No occupationd related festures have yet
to be identified for the farmstead. Similar research can aso be usd to identify structura

evidence and construction fesatures resulting from renovations to the famhouse. Severd

dterations and additions have been made to the house including the east wing, portions of which

may have origindly existed a a sgparate sdmcture. Local tradition dso speculaied that the
existing house incorporates a half house or other First Period building remaining from the Dutton

period of ownership.

(end)



Dutton-Holden Homestead
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
ca. 1750- 1951

Significant Dates
1765 (Davis purchase)
1785 (Solev purchase)

1802 (Holden purchase)

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house on the property which was known in the sscond quarter of the 18* century as the
Jonathan Dutton, then the Samud Dutton Homesteed, and inthe 19* and early 20* centuries as
the Holden Farm, is significant under Criterion A a the loca level for its association with
members of severd familieswho hdped dhgpe the devdopment of the community of Billerica
over the course of 150 years | f further research finds that the present building weas built by
Jonathan or Samud Duitton, that connection will extend significance of the house, as well as the
property on which it gands to ancther family closdy assodaed with the development and
sttlement of Billerica in the first half of the 18* century. The evolution of the house dso
includes a 17-yeer association a the end of the 18+ century with the Soley family, prominent
merchants in Charlestown and Boston during the Early National period. The fact that many of
the property's owners were linked to each other by familial connections that extended not just
over many generations, but across severd of the early towns of Suffolk and Middlesex Counties,
provides a telling illustration of a settlement pattem that was both more mobile and more
interconnected than a single town's history, or a single family's genedogy, usudly reveds As
the centerpiece of the farm that for many decades dominated the Pond Street areanortheest of the
town center, the house is dso part of the long evolution of agriculture in the eastem part of
Billerica that began with subdgence farming of the colonial era, included some etate farms of
weslthy city dwellers after the Revolution, and progressed through generd, then more specidized
market-garden farming in the 19% and early 20* centuries.

The building meats Criterion C, dso a the locd level, as a wel-preserved example of mid-18*
century rura architecture in its center-chimney, rear leento form and its remarkably well-
presrved interior finish, which displays a profusion of intact festher-edged and raised-field
paneling, casaed timbers and Georgian moldings. The house is dso notable for the presence of
svad 18+ century fireplaces, and for the rare survival of an atached 19* century home
workshop. In spite of the setting off of its 19* century bam on a separate parcd, and the early
20* century replacement of the houseg's windows and main entry, the building maintain integrity
of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling and association.

The town of Billerica, first settled by colonigts from Cambridge in 1637, is among the oldest of

the communities located northwest of the original tidewater towns of Massachusatts Bay. Both

Billerica and Chelmsford, its Sgter town of the northwest, were incorporated in 1655. Thetown's

earlier layout included a nudeated settlement with a long-lot dreet paitem a the meetinghouse

center, and outlying common lands that were gradudly divided and transferred to private
(continued)
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ownership over the next half-century. In 1707, in the lag divison of common lands, a large

acreege northeest of the center was acquired by Edward Farley and John Dutton, son of settler

Thomas Dutton who had bean in Billerica dnce 1669. In 1723 John Dutton gave his son,

Jonathan, the first of his sonsto be married, about 80 acres of land north of his own town-center
housdot on the west sde of one of the early colonia highways (now Pond Street). The deed of

gift refers to buildingsaready standing on the property. While the house a 28 Pond Stret has
traditionally been thought to have bean built by Jonathan Dutton (1700-1768) before 1725, the

visible architectura evidence points to a later construction date, probably between 1750 and

1770. Future examination of dements now covered with architectural fini shes,however, may yet
reved that the building incorporates a haf-house or other First Period building remaining from
the Dutton period of ownership.

In 17323, Jonathan Dutton was declared "non compos mentis,” and a guardian was appointed to
manage his affairs. He moved to the north part of town (which later became Tewksbury) with his
wife, Sarah, and their six children, where, according to his guardian, he was later "restored to his
resson.” Jonathan's older brother, Samuel Dutton (1693-1737), bought the property in January
of that year. Samud Dutton was a blacksmith as well as afarmer. In 1724 he, too, had received
aparentd gift of land adjoining hisfather's housdot - 15 acresof orchard, pasture and woodland,
bordering eest on "the highway." Like meany of his fellow-townsmen, Samud Dutton dso
acquired other pieces over the years a various locations in a quest to assamble the optimum
combination of upland and meadow, pasture, orchard, tillage, and woodland that was required for
a successful colonial farm. He dso sold off pieces, including forty of the original eighty acres of
his brother's former homestead.

Upon Samud's deeth in 1737, hiswidow, Hannah (Hill) sold her rights of dower in what by then
was conddered his homedead to their two sons John and Samud, J., while retaining her right to
live in the house - referred to as the "mogt northerly housg' that had bdonged to her late
husband. The document for thistransaction (Middlesex Probate Document #6582) refers to her
intent to live in the "west room" of the house - wording condgent with a center-chimney
dwelling, and possibly with the building of one story. In the distribution of Samud Dutton's
edae his dder son John inherited mog of his many parcds of red estate, including the house
and housdat a the center that had belong to his grandfather, John Dutton, and 121 acresinthe
north part of the Pond Street property. His younger son, housewright Samud Dutton Jr. (b. 1718)
recaved the remaining 23-% acres of his father's homesteed farm on the "highway," plus a
valuable eight-acre piece of swamp and meedow in an areacalled Mill Meadow.
(continued)
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By the time his father's esate was settled, however, Samud Dutton J. was living in Bedford,

where he gpparently remained. In 1740, the year of his marriage to Martha Lane of Bedford, he
sold the farm, then surveyed as 36 acres, to wealthy neighbor Thomas Kidder, Esq.  Kidder

(1700-1791) wes one of Billerica's mog regpected citizens, who represented the town for two
terms a the Generd Court of Massachuseits Bay. He was a descendant of an original Billerica
sdttler, a longtime sdectmen, and one of the few town resdents to own daves.  According

Billerica's 19 century town historian, Henry Hazan, Thomas Kidder did not occupy the property,
&s he lived on an adjoining farm to the west. During Mr. Kidder's ownership, itislikely that the
former Dutton farm was operated as an adjunct to the Kidder farm, with tenants or other Kidder

family members occupying the existing farmhouse.

In 1764 Thomas Kidder's first wife died, and in 1767 he remarried and moved with his sscond
wife Susanna (Phelps) to her hometown of Andover. Between 1765 and 1767 he sold the farm in
two adjoining pieces of deven and thirty-four acres, to another neighbor, Joshua Davis. Onthe
andler southem piece, which was described as orcharding and pasture, there was a dwelling
house and the frameof abam. Like his Dutton and Kidder predecessors, Joshua Davis (1714-
1777) was a prominent Billerica citizen. He was the son of awedthy Deacon who had cometo
Billerica from Reading, and was related to the influential Patten family through his mother. His
wife, Hannah (Jaquith), whom he had married in 1739, came from another early and prominent
Billerica family of landed farmers. By the time of their purchase, Joshuaand Hannah had dreedy
reared mog of their large family of nine or ten children. While the Kidder Farm abutted the west
boundary of the Dutton farm, the large "Davis Place' adjoined it to the north. Although the
physca evidence suggests that Thomas Kidder may have updated or replaced the Dutton
farmhouse severd years after he purchased it (possibly for his ddest son, Jonathan, a Harvard
educated school teacher, whowas married in 1753), the stylish Georgian charecter of the interior
finish might dso date to the period of Joshua Davis ownership. He, too, had a son, Joshua, J.
(1743-1792) who would have been of marriageable age a the time of his father's purchese, ad
might have lived inthe house for saverd yeers By 1769, however, Joshua F. had married and
moved to Chelmsford.

Like the Kidders, the Davises were one of Billerica's mog prominent colonial families. Joshua
Davis sarved sevard terms as sdectmen during the period 1753-1764. A decede later hisfellow
townsmen dected himto the local Commiittee of Inspection, which was formed to enaure loca
compliance with the resolves of the Continental and Provincia Congresses At the same time, he
sved on a 12-man committee of "conservators” whose misson was to resolve politica
differencesand kegp order in the town during the turbulent months just prior to the Revolution.
By 1776, he had been chosen a Deacon of thetown church, and was eected to what wes by then
(continued)
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called the Commiittee of Correspondence, where he performed much the same duties as he had on
the earlier Committee of Inspection. He continued to play a major leedership role in Billerica
through the height of the Revolution, until his degth in 1777 & the age of 62.

At leest one, and possibly two, of Joshua and Hannah's sons were dso among Billerica's
Revolutionary patriots. One son, Josgph, was killed or died during the war a the age of 26. It
was gpparently Joshua Davis, J., rather than his father, who is listed as marching to Concord,
Lexington and Cambridge a the dart of the war on April 19, 1775. He later sarved on a 1773
committee that was formed to providefor the families of loca soldiers serving in the Continental
Army.

Whoever the occupants of the house may have been during the Davis period of ownership, when

Dea Jodhuadied, the farm (subject undoubtedly to Hannah's "widow's thirds") was inherited by
their younger son, Timothy Davis (175601832). Unmarried & the time of his father's deeth, he

may have lived in the house for a few years He was married in 1779 to Martha Shed, and is
known to have settled eventualy on afarm in North Billerica near the Tewksbury line.

A radica change in ownership took place in 1785 when Timothy Davis sold the farm, then
meeaured a about 35 acres, to Charlestown merchant John Soley. Mr. Soley owned some choice
Bogton and Charlestown red estate, and by the 1790s either he or his son John, J. (b. 1765) hed
formed a partnership with a member of the powerfiil Russdl family, who historian Samud Eliot
Morison hes referred to s membas of Boston's "mercantile nobility...a distinct dass of
merchant princes who lived in magnificent style" (Morison, 129). In 1798 the firm of Russdl &
Soley owned a large wharf on Bogston harbor where there were severd buildings, including a
warehouse and a large brick sore. A descendant of two Charlestown sa captains, John Soley
(1722-1801) may have inherited that or another wharf, which ina 1775 account of his widowed
mother's edate is described e having on it a warehouss, tdlow-house and dable. He was
apparently in the lucrative shipping busnessthat made the fortunes of many entrepreneurs during
the two decedes after the Revolution. While he may have acquired the Billerica farm for a
country edate, it isaso likely that he retired to the town permanently within afew years of his
purchase. From 1790 on, he was counted in the Billerica, rather than the Charlestown, cenaus,
and in 1797 he bought one of the mog costly pews in the new Billerica medtinghouse. In 1790
John Soley's Billerica household included himself and his wife Hanneh (Cary), the youngest son
Nathaniel (a mariner, bom in 1768), and two femdes - one of whom was apparently their
youngest daughter Mary (b. 1771). A decade later the members of the household included four
children under the age often, a leest three more under sixteen, four other young household
(continued)
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membars who may or may not have been a pat of the immediate family, and one non-white
savant, possbly a free black man or woman. While there is no evidence in the house of the
federal-style updating that might have been expected of an owner of Mr. Soley's dature, it is
possble that the fine late-Georgian finish of the southeest chamber, & least, might date to
approximately the time of his acquisitionin 1785.

By 1800 Soley's fortunes had gpparently taken a downward tum. He died in 1801 a the age of
eighty, with a bankrupt edate. The next year, both his church pew and the farm itself were sold
to alaer rdative of John Dutton, shoemakea Thomas Holden.

If John Soley had agpired to creste a country retreet on the old farm, the Holden purchase
apparently retumed it to its former role as a primarily local generd farm. Little is known about
the specific agriculture that Holden (c. 1769-1842) practiced, however, or about his shoemaking,
which may have been a combination of production for loca customers and "sde shoes' to
regiond deders Hehad married Mary Munroein Wobum in 1794, and upon the purchase of the
farm they moved to Billerica with four amdl children. Four more children were bom to themin
Billerica over the next deven years. One of the latter, their fourth son Amasa, wes killed by a
gun shot in 1813 when he was nine years old. Four months later their last child, dso named
Amasa, was bom.

It was Amasa Holden (1813-1876) who became the owner of the farm after his father's degth in
1842. While Thomas Holden had bean rdated to the Duttons, Amasa Holden's first wife, Cdia
(Foster), whom he had married about 1840, provided ancther link to former owners of the
property, as de was the granddaughter of Timothy Davis. Amasa Holden gpparently engaged in
generd farming for the three dpcadesthat he owned the property. Through the third quarter of
the 19* century he grew avariety of crops typical of Billerica farms for the time. By 1850 the
farm had grown from the 35 acresthat Thomas Holden had bought to 83 - about average in total
dze, dthough somewha above average in vaue, for the town a that time. Like his neighbors,
Amasa grew some hay, pess and potatoes. Inthat year he owned a half-dozen cows, aso about
average. The vaue of his orchard products, however, was fifth highest in town in both 1850 ad
1860, suggedting that the raising of fruit was one of his specidties. 1n 1860, he wasgrowing
more pess and beans that most of his neighbors, and was one of the few farmers in town to
augment the production of Indian com with severd other grains, including barley, buckwhest and
oas. By 1870, however, he had sold off some property, reducing the farm to 62 acres- 44 on the
homesead farm, plus an 18-acre parcd a another location. His livestock gopearsto have been
reduced to just what was neaded for his immediate family - two cows, aheifer and apig.
(continued)
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Documents as early as 1845 refer to Amasa Holden, like hisfather, s a hoemaker. While many
farming families engaged in sometype of home industry in the early and middle years of the 19*
century, it is notable that in 1860, the only federal censusyear inwhich the vaue of local home
manufactures was cadculated for Billericas farms, Amasa Holden's fifty-dollar shoemaking
income wes the highest listed of all the home indudtriesin town. By 1875, the Sate cenaus listed
only eight small manufacturing shops in Billerica. The fact that Holden's shoe shop still exigts
today represents arare surviva of an outbuilding associated with the home-industry era. A well-
respected man, Amasa Holden was dected to the town Board of Sdectmen in 1855 and 1856.

Cdia Holden died in 1858, two years after the birth of her lag child. Amasa was remarried
svad years later. When he died in 1876, following his father's example, he left the farm to a
younger son. Warren Holden. In what wes till a common arrangement in New England
families. Warren Holden's inheritance came of the condition that he "supports and maintains' his
depmother, Mary Holden, "during her naturd life, treating her kindly and as adutiful son should"
(Will of Amesa Holden, Middlesex Probate Docket #5341, 1875). Warren was married four
years later, and both he and hiswife Hattie must have shouldered a consderable burden in caring
for his sgpmother, who by that time had bean classified as insane

The 1880 Holden household condged of Warren and Hattie, Mary Holden, a 50-year old
widowed housskeeper from Maine named Mary Leonard, and hired man Asa Pesbody. Although
there were some dairy farmsin Billerica after the Civil War, like mog of the town's farmers a
that time. Warren Holden only kept a few cows. He sold no milk, concentrating ingead on
market gardening and apparently on the production of com and hay, aswell. While the farm till
had a hundred gpple trees that produced 400 bushds of gpples, Holden's main profit wasin
market produce, which he sold primarily in Boston and Lowell. Toward the end of the century,
like many of his neighbors. Warren Holden hed added a significant investment in poultry to his
farm. In 1920 he had 120 fowl, and two poultry houses (snce demolished).

A change in the household by 1900 represented a demographic shift that had teken place in

Billerica, as dsawhere in the region. While in 1880 he had employed a housskegper from Maine
and a Massachusatts-bom  hired man, in 1900 he had four employees, none of whom were native
bom. Hishousskegper a the time, Mary Prendergas, who wes from Ireland, and the threeyoung
hired hands from Nova Scotia, John Bogan and the Corkum brothers, Enos and Milford, hed all

come to the country with the great influx of immigrantsto New England after 1885. Two of
them, Mary and Enaos, could neither read nor write.

(continued)
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Hattie Holden died sometime inthe early decades of the 20* century, and Warren in 1928, a the
age of saventy-eight. At his desth he was referred to as one of the "best known and mogt
respected citizens of Billerica," and hisfarm as one of the best in town. Inhis latter years he hed
sved on the Billerica Board of Public Wdfare, the Water Commisson, and had dedt inred
edate through the buying and selling of parcds of land assodated with the homeseed, and
holding mortgages for neighbors.

Warren and Hattie had no offspring, and two years before he died. Warren deeded the farm, with
itsremaining 35 acres, to ardative in Soneham (apparently anephew), Lester Holden. 1n 1929,
Leder Holden sold the property to Forrest Collier, adigant relative of Warren Holden's mother,
Cdia Foder Holden. Forrest Collier and hiswife, Lucy, lived on Bogon Road in Billerica. He
was an atomey and insurance agat with an office in Boston, and eventualy Secretary and
Treesurer of the Billerica Trust Company. During the Colliers ownership, the house wes
evidently rented to tenants, with the exception of severd years between 1930 and 1936, whenit
was purchased and then sold back by Robert Wyman, a construction superintendent. By 1930,
the property had been reduced to 27 acres.

In 1936, the Collierssubdivided mogt of the remaining acreage of the old farm for devel opment
into housdots, which they called "Pondde Acres.” No building took place there until after World
War I, when houses were gradually congructed on many of the lots. Some sections, however,

still remain undevel oped.

In 1950, Forrest Collier divided out a smdl lot with the Holden bam on it, and sold it to the
Shawvdheen Building Association- a subsdiary of the Intemationa Order of Odd Fellows. For
many years the bam functioned as the locd Odd FellowsHall, and for the pest severd years hes
ben usd as a Seventh Day Adventist church. Also in 1950, Forres Collier desded the
remaining parcel with the house to his son, Dudley Forrest Collier and hiswife Mary. Mary
Collier, who had sarved as anurse under Generd Paton in World War |1, survived her husband.
She carefully nurtured the property, moving the former chicken coop onto it to use as a shed.
After over two centuries of exisence, nearly al of it under owners rlated to the interconnected
Dutton, Davisand Holden families, the housewas purchasad by the present owners in 1992.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potential to provide detailed
information on the social, cultura and economic characterigtics that typified the resdents of a
Billerica farmstead and home for over 200 yearsof that community's devel opment.

(continued)
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Archaeological resources can contribute important information on severd familiesthat played a
major role inthe growth of the town and its agricultural and industrial development for over 150
years. Historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can help document
the physical growth of the farmstead and layout duringits period of use Archaeological testing
can be usd to locate structural evidence, constmction features and artifacts that can hdp
document if a First Period structure weas incorporated into the existing farmhouse.  Similar
information can dso help to document whether portions of the ees wing were originally
condructed as a sgparate dructure, possbly as a "ten-footer” usad for shoe manufacture.
Archaeological testing can dso be ussd to document the locations of outbuildings and
occupational related features that played an important role in economic and residentia activities.
Structura evidence from outbuildings including bams, sheds, poultry houses and other structures
related to specific agricultura activitiescan help document how the farm changed as it evolved
from subsgence farming to an edate or gentlemen's farm to specidized market gardening.
Detailed andysis of the contents from occupational related features can <o be usad to document
changesin agricultural activities and their relative importance through time. Thisinformation can
aso document the extent that subsgence farming actually characterized activities on the farm
and inthis part of Billerica. Evidence from outbuildings and occupationd related festures can
aso document the extent and importance of shoemaking as a cottage industry to the farm and
town. Higtorical and archaeological evidence may ds0 exig indicating other types of
manufacturing were conducted by different families and a different periods intime. Detailed
andyds of occupationd reated features can dso contribute valuable information relating to
socid history of the farm. Archaeological resources may document the social, cultural and
economic changes that occurred as the farm changed from a purely agricultural empheds to
incorporate manufacturing activitiesor smply life es an esate/gentleman’s farm. Information
may aso be present indicating how life a the farm chenged from owner/occupancy to tenancy.
Archaeological information may aso be present that documents where and under what conditions
farm laborers were employed.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the 1.65-acre tract are those recorded and shown on Billerica Assessor's map
42, parcd 79.

Boundary Justification
The Nationa Register boundary encompessesall of the surviving undivided portion of the
Dutton-Holden Homesteed with its remaining buildings.

(end)
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RESOURCE COUNT
MAP# RESOURCE DATE TYPE/STATUS
1 Holden Farmhouse c. 1750-1770 B/C
2 Holden Shoe Shop ealy 19* c. B/IC
3 Chicken coop/shed c. 1930s B/C
4 Hitching post 19* century ocC
5 Fieldstone wall sysem 18*-19* century ST/IC

TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT

Buildings 3C
Structures 1C
Objects 1C

Sites 0
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PHOTOGRAPH DESCRIPTIONS

10.

11.

14.

15.

HISTORIC
A.

B.

South facade
Wes facade of main house, facing eest
East end of house, facing west
North facade, facing south
Lawvn and samdl shed (chicken coop), facing west
Feddgone wal a south property line, facing south
Hitching post
Lobby entrance, looking west, with gairs
First story: southeest room, fireplace wall
First story: southwest room,fireplacewal
Firg gory: leanto,fireplacewal
Seocond gory: southeast chamber-detall
Second gtory: southwest chamber-fireplacewall detall
Leanto loft: south wall, with fireplace

Leanto loft: view north to former saircase, with later dormer

PHOTOGRAPHS (photocopies)
Holden Farmstead, before 1916

Scrgpbook pege with photos of Holden Homesteed, May, 1949

OMB Appixnra No. 1024-0018

Dutton-Holden Homestead
Billerica, Middlesex County
Massachusetts









=

PR,

TN'ienT

VAQ-

~Muly:s






UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NCOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Dutton--Hol den Honestead
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 2/ 22/ 01 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 3/ 09/ 01
DATE F 16TH DAY: 3/ 25/ 01 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 4/ 09/ 01

DATE (F WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 01000307

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRABLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

O'HER N PDIL: N PER CD N  PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

(ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 2 h m DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

"Sored in tbt
RECOM/ CR TER A
REV EWER DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMVENTATI ON see attached coments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

z2zZ
































































































The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretar)' of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Feoruaty 12, 2001

Ms Carol Shull

Nationd Regge of Higoric Haoes
Degoatmant of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
189 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Deg Ms. Shull:
Endosad pleese find the following nomination form:
Dutton-Holden Homegteed, 28 Pond Siredt, Billerica (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board ad hes bean gned by the
Sate Hidoric Presarvation Officer. The onna's of the proparty were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consderation 301045 days before the medting and were afforded the opportunity
to commat.

Snoady,

Betsy FHiedberg

Nationd Regge Director
Massachusatts Higtorica Commisson
endoaure

CC: Peter Woodbury, Chair, Billerica Historical Commisson
Peter Coppinger, Chair, Billerica Board of Sdectmen
Anne Forbes, Deborah Fox, Preservation Consultants
Robin and Carl Hermann
Peter Kermedy, Plarming Director

220 .Morrissey Boulevard. Boston..Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 72~8470
gate. ma us/sec/mhc



