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The Benjamin McCann House is located on the east of Kentucky 25 and 421,
approximately six miles southeast of Lexington in Fayette County, Kentucky. Fayette
County is a central Kentucky county marking the center of the world~famous Bluegrass
region. The Benjamin McCann House is situated on an approximately 375-acre farm
which is principally used for the raising of thoroughbred horses and the growing of
tobacco and corn.

Facing southwest, this three-bay, two-story, classic style brick house has all the
boldness and high-style quality of the Greek Revival period. (Photos 1, 2,33, 4).
Built in 1847 for a reputed $40,000 for Benjamin McCann, this house has been averred
a McMurtry built house. John McMurtry was ah architect/builder whose work is most
representative of the nineteenth century architecture in central Kentucky. His use
of the Minard Lafever pattern book was obvious not only on the McCann house but on
others built during this period.

The facade is laid-up in Flemish bond pattern and the other three sides in common
bond with every eighth row in the header, stretcher pattern. The massive portico

is supported by paired Ionic columns and the main doorway is more than likely by

way of Lafever's Modern Builders"Guide (Photo # 5). According to architectural
historian Clay Lancaster, "The entablature with its frieze taken from the doorway on
the north side of the Erechtheum on the Athenian Acropolis was duplicated twice in
Fayette County doorways--at Waveland off the Nicholasville Pike, and at the McCann
house on the Richmond Pike." 1 The main block of the house has a low hipped roof with
pairs of inside chimneys at each end. Common bond pairs of flat brick pilasters

are at either end of the facade while the rest of the building is surrounded by
evenly spaced pilasters supporting a heavy wooden entablature under the eaves with
dentil molding. Fluted frames with corner biocks surround the center section of

the triple‘Windqys on the facade whi¢h have nine~over~six sashes on the first floor
and six-over-six on the second. The foundation and front porch steps are blocks of
dressed limestone which are bushhammered with chiseled margins. The original kitchen
wing behind the dogtrot has been added onto with a connecting room to the east and
with a garage attached to its end wall.

On the interior, the main block of the house is two rooms deep with a one-story
attached wing housing the service rooms and a gallery. Originally the front door
opened into a reception hall with a narrower enclosed stairhall behind. In the 1941
remodeling the wall between the front hall and stair section was removed and a
larger staircase installed (Photo # 6), The two pairs of rooms are connected b
large double doors and the door moldings form Greek ears at the top. (Photo # 7),
In the original dining room is a staircase which was the only means of getting to
the chamber above this room- (Photo # 8). In more recent times this isolated second
floor chamber was made to connect with other rooms on that floor. The front hall,
drawing room and parlor have their original ceiling centerpieces, the one in the
hall being a close copy to the centerpiece design in The Beauties of Modern Architec-

ture by Minard Lafever  (PHotos # 9,& # 10), The original Greek Reviwal pilastered
style mantles (Photo # 11) are throughout the house except for the room addition off
the kitchen and on one fireplace upstairs where a marble Victorian mantel has been
added. The rooms have sixteen~foot ceilings and the floors are ash and the woodwork
is walmuts, (Photo # 12), The second story has four bed chambers and remains intact
as built except for the addition of two bathrooms and chair railing.

(continued)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Benjamin McCann House, located in Fayette County six miles southeast of Lexington,
is an outstanding example of the Greek Revival style.. Constructed in 1847, it has
undergone some minor changes over the years, but remains vittually intact. The design
and building 6f the house has been credited to Lexlngton s first known architect/
builder, John McMurtry. McMurtry began his career in 1833 at the age of twenty-one as an
apprentice to Gideon Shryock, the architect who introduced the Greek Revival
to Kehéucky. McMurtry went bn to design and build some of the. -most-important-residemes
in central Kentucky until his death in 1889. He was greatly influenced in his building
by the fesign books of Minard Lafever and he used this high quality of design on the
doorfay of the Benjamin McCann House.

This two-story massive Greek templeslike structure was built for Benjamin McCann in
1847, Iittle is known of McCann although it is said that he came to Lexington

from Tennessee to, involve himself in the horse industry but by 1860 when he sold
this farm, heewas financially over-~extended and left the area. McCann had
assembled 300 acres from different purchases although the land was originally a
land grant to Mr. Levi Todd, grandfather to Mary Todd Lincoln. This land was known
as the Locust Barrens grant., The farm became known as Castlelawn (now Castle Lawn)
under the over thirty-year ownership by the Alexander Bush family, who, purchased
the farm in 1860. Ownershlp passed to the Samuel Morgans, Hattie G. Wllson, George
and Joseph Goodwin and in 1941 to Fred Wachs, Sr. Mr. Wachs was President of the
Herald-Leader Company from 1959 until retirement in 1974. He was named most valuable
member of the Kentucky Press Association in 1961 and was one of Lexington's major
business and civic leaders. He received three honorary doctorate degrees and was
named Lexington's Outstanding Citizen in 1969.

The house remains as an important example of the Greek Revial period. Except for
two unobstructive additions, the house is vittually unchanged on the exterior and
exhibits some of the highest quality decorative elements, especially the front
doorway. Practically all of the interior feztures remain, such as floors, doors,
baseboards and mantels.
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The nominated acreage consists of approximately 8.6 acres on the east side of
Kentucky 25 and 421 incorporating the house and the scenic approach along the
drive which creatés the setting viewed from the 0ld Richmond Pike. No outbuildings
are within the nominated area.

1
Clay Lancaster sAntebellum Houses of the Bluegrass, p. 89.
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Fayette County Deed Books 39, 99, 152, 262, 328. Fayette County Courthouse.

Greg, Sissy. GCourier-~Journal Magazine. Louisville, Kentucky, March 14, 1948,
p. 13,

Lancaster, Clay. Ante Bellum Houses of the Bluegrass. Lexington, XY., 1961,
pp. 83-84, 91-92.
Newcomb, Rexford. Architecture In 0ld Kentucky. Urbana, Illinobs, 1953,
pp. 134-135.

Simpson, Elizabeth., Bluegrass Houses and Their Traditions. Lexington, Ky., 1932,
pp. 349-351. '
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Urban County Planning Commission Map
Fayette County

Scale: 1" = 400'
Date: 1976, Update 1980

Map # 2
The nominated area is shown in red.
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Hewitt Map of Fayetie County
Scale: Unknown

Date: 1861
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D.C. Beers Atlas of Bourben, Clark,
Fayette, Jessamine and Woodford Counties

Scale: 15" = one mile

Date: 1877

Map # 4
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Drawings fromﬂAnte,Belluﬁ Houses of \
the Bluegrass, Clay Lancaster, 1961.
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