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The L. F. Harriman house, built in 1908, is a one and one-half story 
Queen Anne cottage style house. Its most prominent feature is the use of 
concrete blocks for facing. The blocks are rectangular in shape with an embossed 
surface, and they have a subdued yellow color. The roof's design is mostly 
cross gable but the rear portion does have a hio roof with a dormer.

The front or east facade has an open porch with its own roof and concrete 
Ionic columns. These supports rest on tall bases about two feet in height. 
The porch wraps around the left side to the main entry which features a window 
in the door's upper half and a transom above it. The other distinguishing element 
of the front facade is a bay window.

In the three gable ends round headed windows with transoms appear. The 
remaining openings are rectangular in shape with deep reveals and lintel and 
lugsill surrounds. A rear door is similar to that of the front. At one time 
there was an entry on the left side; it was removed during the early 1960's.

Laurel-leaf moulding and simulated quoins also appear on the house. The 
latter effect is created by the interchange of smooth and rough concrete blocks.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architectural significance of the L. F. Harriman house is that it 
represents one of the finest examples of concrete block-faced homes in the 
state. Because there are so few older homes that are made of this material, 
it is important to recognize them for their contribution to South Dakota 
architecture.

L. F. Harriman built the home in 1908, only one year after the town's 
founding. The house is a vernacular version of a Queen Anne cottage with a 
classic open porch. He got the concrete from a local company and probably 
utilized tins Material because wood was scarce and expensive in this treeless 
region. Little is known of this man, but he apparently left town in 1910 
and sold his house to a Davis Guttman, a saloon owner.

Over the years the house has had various owners: Dr. Charles B. Strang, 
Peter Ginther, Peter Saffern and Charles Eide. Today it is owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Melvin Maxon. Despite all these owners the building has undergone few 
exterior changes.
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