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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fayette Safety Vault and Trust Company Building is located on Gheapside facing 
Cheapside Park which adjoins the Fayette County Courthouse. Cheapside Park was, up 
until the early 20th century, the marketplace of Lexington and the main hut of 
commercial activity. In the center of the downtown district, this desirable location 
still attracts the professional community of the Bluegrass area, especially those in 
the legal field.

Designed by Herman L. Rowe, it was erected in 1890-91 for a vault and trust company. 
Designed in the High Victorian style (Photo l), this three-story, four-"bay "building 
has a eut-stone ! facade" wi-th a- fbugh-*stb'ne- foundation/ This facade: has' a' gable over 
the two'middle bays-, which are articulated as" a pair by emphatic'series of pilaster 
strips (Fhoto 2). Raised courses about the first story, at the third story sill- 
level, as well as the nibdillioned cornice that continues across the base of the 
gable, emphasize the horizontals. Special attention is given to the junction of 
these verticals and horizontals. The second story windows are flat-topped; the 
third story are round-arched and, curiously, their frames extend into the pilaster 
strips at the ends of the facade. This is in keeping with the tendency of the entire 
facade to expand visually upward a characteristic late Victorian feature. For 
instance, the outer pilaster strips rise from foliate corbels at the ends of the 
entablature over the first story shopfront and entrance (which has been simplified)? 
the two center pilasters emerge from the wall at about the midpoint of the second 
story. The molding courses and ornamental figures also seem to be larger and more 
plastic the higher they are placed. The stone surfaces are almost all textured: 
rough (at the bases of the stories), bush-hammered, pecked, panelled, or incised 
to sug^es% -flifting,- «6ine%imes -iri J ^bli"6i:n^'tion.': '3fri&' toiaine-nt '4s -richly. '-Garvedy. with a 
variety of degrees of stylization and historic reference. Additional color and pattern 
are  d6hV^lred"l;?by- the* tra'cfery 'and--s'teMe'd ̂ ass of the windows. T-he"-'^ransam-Q>ver the 
entrance to the upper floors is circular (Photo 3); "this is echoed by the elaborate 
l5reati]ifen¥ bf^-the^ upper sash of the outer third story windows as' 'similar 'roundels, set 
in panels of small panes. The second story windows have colored transoms (some now 
missing) V' : The high slate roof with a patterned center band invisible only from a 
distance and there is cresting with a guilloche pattern at the top.

The cornice has elongated grooved modillions or brackets, more emphatic in place of 
capitals for the outer pilaster strips; the inner pilasters are surmounted by 
stylized Corinthian capitals, and have equilaterally triangular acroteria above at 
the corners of the equilateral gable, which also has an equilateral sunburst at its 
peak.

The interiors of the upper stories have been remarkably little altered and recently 
were renovated effectively. A complex stairacase, with several landings and archi 
tectonic, dome-topped newel posts, rises between the second and third stories 
(photo ^). There are still plain rectangular castiron mantels in several of the 
offices facing the courthouse, some with tiles inset (Photo j?)-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fayette"Safety Vault.,and Trust Qompany .building is, the most interesting,, impressive 
and intact' of' late' High Victorian" commercial "buildings in Lexingtons., ^ Designed, "by Herman 
L. Rowe, one .of the most active and distinctive of Lexington's turn-of-the-century 
architects, this building forms a waystation between his equally eclectic LexLngton 
Opera House of 1883-84 and the Beaux-Arts Barogue/Glassic Public Library (1905-06).

Erected in 1891 for a vault and trust company, it soon became the address of many of 
the leading lawyers, realtors, and insurance agents, and other professionals. At the 
turn of the century it was also the location of the offices of the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union and the Moving Picture Theatorium, the first cinema in Lexington. In 
recent years it has been sympathetically renovated and regained its status as professional 
offices. The stone-veneered facade, a strange but compelling mixture of Italianate, 
Neo-Greek, Gothic, and Romanesque motifs, and the interior staircase are well preserved. 
The new building was described, just after it opened in The Kentucky Leader as "one of 
the most attractive in the city and for its size is not excelled in appearance by any 
building; in: rKentuckyi.;..v..Tj:ie .new-... vaults is a iperfe etc,-marvel =o£. -beauty,., safe tyi, .and...,;.. ,. 
convenience." The first tenants included, not only the vault company but 
also J.E. Delphj&.'Sons;,' 1 established real estate .and-auction .firm-^ < Although the-vault- 
company moved out almost immediately, several prominent law firms occupied it in the 
1890s. Varipug ia^uranc§ agents, attorneys, savings and loan companiesy ;realt.ora, and 
dentists occupied the offices until the early 1930s, when Mrs. Ella Sutherland had a 
restaurant there (and apparently lived upstairs). Since World War II there has.again, 
been a series of professional services located there. The tactful recent renovation 
has made the address again one of the most desirable in Lexington.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property consists of a rectangular lot (approximately 30 feet wide and 
50 feet deep), comprising that land on which the Fayette Safety Vault, anijL Trust j. 
Company building stands.
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