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The Neely Mansion is a large, two story clapboard building square and
simple in plan but adorned with a number of turned and sawn decorative
details.

Window openings occur regularly on all sides; two appear on either side
of the center doorways on the first and second floors and three, on each
floor of remaining sides of the house. All windows are double hung and
have an entablature and decorated surround. Sawn scrollwork is placed
below each lintel when the inclusion does not interfere with porch roof
lines.

A decorative corbel table separates the first and second stories and
continues as frieze decoration on the front and side porches. The side
porches run the length of the building and are decorated with turned
spindles and posts and sawn brackets with turned knobs. The center porch
continues up into a second floor balcony covered by a gable that projects
into the pyramidal roof of the house. The interior of the boxed, pedi-
mented cable cornice is filled with diamond pattern shingles and is pene-
trated by a central round window. The cornice detail of the center protice
a boxed cornice with swag frieze detail separated by brackets - continues
as the eave treatment for the body of the house.

The inside of the house is characterized by high ceilings and spacious
rooms. On the lower floor is the kitchen, dining room, parlor, and master
bedroom. The entire upstairs is reserved for more bedrooms. The lower
five feet of the walls in the house are covered with maple paneling while
the remaining portion of wall is white plaster. Lighting in the house

ceiling and could be raised and lowered by hand.

Over the years, some structural changes have occurred in the house. Be-
fore World War II electricity was added, and in 1948 it was reshingled,
a new foundation provided, and a concrete base added to the front porch.

Most changes in the appearance of the house have arisen through the
deterioration of the original structure rather than through new construc-
tion. For example, when new, the house was painted white, although this
can hardly be discerned now. The foundation has become uneven, and wood
rot has infiltrated some portions of the house. Most of the rooms are
unused by the tenants presently living in the house and are simply col-
lecting dust and debris.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The David Neely family was among the first to arrive in Washington's
Green River Valley. After having made a hazardous overland journey
from Tennessee in 1853, they crossed the Naches Pass and arrived at
Porter's Prairie near Enumclaw in Washington territory. He settled in
Kent and both he and his family both avoided being killed by Indians
who attacked the area in 1855.

David Neely's son Aaron moved to Auburn where he married; and his
daughter Lenore, born early in 1879, became the first white child born
in the area. Soon after her birth, Aaron moved to the present site of
the Neely Mansion which he and a few workmen built in 1894.

Many gala parties were held for friends and neighbors who would spend
the night in the house during shopping excursions to Auburn. On those
occasions, all of the doors on the lower floor would be opened and the
dancing partners would swirl from room to room to the music provided by
the local fiddlers.

The Neely Mansion is significant as a piece of house architecture in
that it demonstrates the effect of readily available manufactured wooden
decorative components on a very basic plan. It is significant also as
an indicator of growing affluence in family areas close to Seattle and
as an important social center for the Green River Valley. )
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