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D E S C R I P T I O N 
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X G O O D —RUINS ^ALTERED . —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hooper-Lee-Nichols House was constructed i n c. 16 85 
and has undergone major a l t e r a t i o n s . The seventeenth century 
character of the house i s inmiediately apparent only i n the 
massive c e n t r a l chimney, a huge c o n s t r u c t i o n twelve f e e t square 
w i t h s i x f l u e s p r o t r u d i n g above the roo f . The house was 
remodelled i n the Georgian s t y l e i n c. 1745, at which time 
the r o o f was r a i s e d , the v e s t i b u l e s h u t t e r s and quoins added 
t o the e x t e r i o r , and one w a l l stuccoed. The pedimented gable 
of the s t r o n g l y p r o j e c t i n g v e s t i b u l e i s supported by paired 
p i l a s t e r s f l a n k i n g an unusually wide and low s i n g l e door of 
nine panels. The window frames p r o j e c t s t r o n g l y from the 
facade w i t h heavy cornices and moulded s i l l s ; the shutters 
are i n the heavy scale o f the eighteenth century and have 
f i x e d louvers. Windows are e i g h t over twelve i n the f i r s t 
two s t o r i e s , and e i g h t over e i g h t i n the main house, which 
i s covered i n roughcast scored t o resemble ashlar masonry. 
The low pi t c h e d r o o f i s screened by a wooden parapet added 
i n 1860. The s o l i d panels of the parapet a l t e r n a t e w i t h 
b a l u s t e r s t o emphasize the spacing of the bays. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house r e f l e c t s the extensive 
remodellings t h a t were c a r r i e d out i n the eighteenth and 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . Both the east and west f i r s t f l o o r 
rooms Inave p a n e l l i n g , mantels, and window seats added between 
1745 and 1760. The boxed summer beams run l o n g i t u d i n a l l y i n 
the east room and t r a n s v e r s e l y i n the west room. The paper 
i n the west f i r s t f l o o r f r o n t room shows views of the 
Bosphorus and perhaps I s t a n b u l , and may have been the work of 
Dufour o f Par i s . The "Bay o f Naples" paper i n the west f r o n t 
room on the second f l o o r i s b e t t e r known, and i s d e f i n i t e l y 
a Dufour c r e a t i o n , p r i n t e d i n France c. 1820. The former 
k i t c h e n was converted t o a l i b r a r y i n 1916, and the e a r l i e r 
f i r e p l a c e s removed. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hooper-Lee-Nichols House i s the olde s t o f seven 
mansions on B r a t t l e Street i n Cambridge associated w i t h Tory 
f i g u r e s of the pre-Revolutionary p e r i o d . I t i s one of three 
houses o r i g i n a l l y constructed i n the seventeenth century 
remaining i n Cambridge and, although a l t e r e d numerous times 
i n the eigh t e e n t h , nineteenth and t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , i t 
r e t a i n s i t s importance as a l a r g e l y eighteenth century 
mansion. The property i s c u r r e n t l y operated as an h i s t o r i c 
house museum by the Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

The house was constructed c. 16 85 on a farm i n what 
was then Watertown by Dr. Richard Hooper. Dr. Hooper died 
i n 1691, and by t h i s time the house had already been s e r i o u s l y 
damaged by f i r e and "wormes." The e a r l i e s t e x i s t i n g element 
of the house, i t s great c e n t r a l chimney stack twelve f e e t 
square b u i l t of g r a n i t e and b r i c k , datea ^from t h i s p e r i o d . 
Dr. Hooper's widow, who had a l i c e n s e t o operate an i n n , 
thoroughly r e p a i r e d and a l t e r e d the house i n 1716-1717 before 
passing i t t o her son. Dr. Henry Hooper; the present s t a i r s 
and a fragment of p a n e l l i n g under the present f i r e p l a c e w a l l 
i n the l e f t chamber date from t h i s remodelling. 

I n 173.3, a Boston merchant, Cornelius Waldo, became 
owner of the house and a f t e r unsuccessfully a d v e r t i s i n g i t 
f o r r e n t " t o a Gentleman f o r a Country Seat", apparently 
occupied i t h i m s e l f . The present t h i r d s t o r y and much of 
the present p a n e l l i n g and i n t e r i o r t r i m were added about 1745. 

I n 1748, the house was purchased by Joseph Lee, a 
Judge i n the Court of Common Pleas o f Middlesex County, a 
founder of C h r i s t Church, Cambridge, i n 1759, and a Mandamus 
C o u n c i l l o r i n 1774. Lee's w i f e was a daughter of Spencer 
Phips, c o l o n i a l Governor of Massachusetts i n 1749 and 1756, 
and during the Lee f a m i l y years the house was one of s i x 
pre-1776 homes along the road t o Watertown occupied by one 
large f a m i l y group. A s i s t e r of Mrs. Lee married Richard 
Lechmere, who b u i l t i n 176 7 a t the s i t e now numbered 145 
B r a t t l e S t r e e t . Another s i s t e r married a r e l a t i o n o f 
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Col. Henry Vassall (#94 B r a t t l e , b u i l t 1746) and of George 
Ruggles (#175 B r a t t l e , b u i l t 1760). Two nephews of Judge 
Lee s e t t l e d close by: John V a s s a l l , J r . , who b u i l t at 105 
B r a t t l e i n 1759 (known today as Longfellow House), and Thomas 
O l i v e r , Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts, who b u i l t a t 33 
Elmwood Avenue i n 176 7 (known today as the former James 
Russell Lowell House). 

Judge Lee considerably a l t e r e d and enlarged the house 
c. 1748-60, adding hearths and mantels i n the openings of 
the f i r e p l a c e s of the two f r o n t rooms of the f i r s t f l o o r and 
i n s t a l l i n g window seats and p a n e l l i n g . Judge Lee, although 
only m i l d l y Tory, was forced by p u b l i c pressure t o r e s i g n as 
a Mandamus C o u n c i l l o r on September 2, 1774. Although he 
subsequently took refuge w i t h Tory f r i e n d s i n Boston, h i s 
Cambridge house was not c o n f i s c a t e d . By 17 7 7 he had returned 
to i t and l i v e d there u n t i l h i s death on December 5, 1802. 
Descendants of Judge Lee l i v e d i n the house u n t i l 1850, when 
the house and remaining land was rented t o George Nichols, who 
dug a c e l l a r , provided a furnace, and strengthened the house. 
Because the house looked low f o r i t s breadth, Nichols pur­
chased a discarded mahogany r a i l i n g from the chancel of St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church on Tremont S t r e e t , Boston, and used • 
the b a l u s t e r s t o make the e x i s t i n g decorative parapet along 
the f r o n t edge of the r o o f . Nichols bought the house i n 1860. 
Early i n the t w e n t i e t h century, Nichols' grandson, Austin T. 
White, became the owner, and made f u r t h e r changes under the 
d i r e c t i o n o f the Boston a r c h i t e c t Joseph E. Chandler. White 
added the present l i b r a r y and i t s f i r e p l a c e , and remodelled 
and enlarged the e l l . 
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