Form No 10-300 REV. (9 '77)

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

APR 12 19
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES REFVEP
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

INAME

HISTORIC

Hooper-Lee-Ni chol s House
AND/OR COMMON

sSane
HLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
159 Brattle Street —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Cambridge VICINITY OF 8th
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025
HCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE X-MUSEUM
JfeuiLDINGIS) 2£PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS -XYES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

UOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
Cambridge Historical Society
STREET & NUMBER

159 Brattle Street

e Cambridge VIONITY OF M assach useiT: ;E
HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
CORHAE

ROSRY G DHEDGEC  MiddIBSGX CouTity Registryof Deeds
STREET & NUMBER
Cambridge Street

CITY, TOWN STATE
Cambridge M assachusetts

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TME Survey of Architectural History i nCanbridge; Report Four:

Od Canbridge
DATE

1975 -FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY X_LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SRE RETHS Cambridge Historical Commission

CITY, TOWN . STATE
Cambridge M assachusetts



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
XGOOD —RUINS "ALTERED . —MOVED DATE_
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hooper-Lee-Nichols House was constructed i nc. 1685
and has undergone major alterations. The seventeenth century
character of thehouse i sinmediately apparent only i n the
massive central chimey, a huge construction twelve feet square
with si xflues protruding above theroof. The house was
remodelled i nthe Georgian style i nc. 1745, at which time
the roof was raised, thevestibule shutters and quoins added
to theexterior, and one wall stuccoed. The pedi mented gable
of thestrongly projecting vestibule i ssupported by paired
pilasters flanking an unusually wide and | owsingle door of
nine panels. The wi ndow frames project strongly fromthe
facade with heavy cornices and moulded sills; the shutters
are i ntheheavy scale of theeighteenth century and have
fixed louvers. Wndows are eight over twelve i nthe first
two stories, and eight over eight i nthemin house, which
is covered i nroughcast scored t oresemble ashlar masonry.
The lowpitched roof i sscreened by a wooden parapet added
in 1860. The solid panels of the parapet alternate with
balusters t o enphasize the spacing of t he bays.

The interior of thehouse reflects the extensive
remodel lings that were carried out i ntheeighteenth and
twentieth centuries. Both t he east and west first floor
roons Inave panelling, mantels, and wi ndow seats added between
1745 and 1760. The boxed sunmer beans runlongitudinally in
the east room and transversely i nthewest room The paper
in thewest first floor front room shows views of the
Bosphorus and perhaps Istanbul, and may have been t hework of
Duf our of Paris. The "Bay of Naples" paper i nthewest front
room on t he second floor i shetter known, and i s definitely
a Dufour creation, printed i nFrance c. 1820. The former
kitchen was converted toa library i n1916, and t he earlier
fireplaces removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hooper-Lee-Nichols House i stheoldest of seven
mansi ons on Brattle Street i n Canbridge associated with Tory
figures of thepre-Revolutionary period. | ti sone of three
houses originally constructed i nthe seventeenth century
remai ning i1 nCanmbridge and, although altered numerous times
in theeighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries,i t
retains its importance as a largely eighteenth century
mansi on. The property i scurrently operated as an historic
house rmuseum by t he Canbridge Historical Society.

The house was constructed c. 1685 on a farm i nwhat
was then Watertown by Dr. Richard Hooper. Dr. Hooper died
in 1691, and by this time thehouse had already been seriously
danaged by fire and "wormes." The earliest existing el ement
of thehouse, its great central chimey stack twelve feet
square built of granite and brick, datea “fromthis period.
Or. Hooper's widow, who had a license t o operate ani nn,
thoroughly repaired and altered t he house i n 1716-1717 before
passing it toher son. Dr. Henry Hooper; thepresent stairs
and a fragment of panelling under thepresent fireplace wall
in theleft chamber date from this remodelling.

In 173.3, a Boston merchant, Cornelius Wil do, becane
owner of t he house and after unsuccessfully advertisingi t
for rent "toa Gentleman for a Country Seat", apparently
occupied it himself. The present third story and nmuch of
the present panelling and interior trim were added about 1745.

In 1748, t he house was purchased by Joseph Lee, a
Judge i nthe Court of Common Pleas of M ddl esex County, a
founder of Christ Church, Canbridge, i n1759, and a Mandamnus
Councillor i n1774. Lee's wife was a daughter of Spencer
Phips, colonial Governor of Massachusettsi n 1749 and 1756,
and during thelee famly years t he house was one of si X
pre-1776 hones along theroad t oWatertown occupied by one
large family group. A sister of Ms. Lee married Richard
Lechmere, who built i n1767 at thesite now nunmbered 145
Brattle Street. Another sister married a relation of
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Col. Henry Vassall (#94 Brattle, built 1746) and of Ceorge
Ruggl es (#175Brattle, built 1760). Two nephews of Judge

Lee settled close by: John Vassall, Jr., who built at 105
Brattle i n1759 (known today as Longfellow House), and Thomas
Oliver, Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts, who built at 33
El mwod Avenue i n176 7 (known today as the former James
Russell Lowell House).

Judge Lee considerably altered and enlarged t he house
c. 1748-60, adding hearths and mantels i nt he openings of
the fireplaces of thetwo front rooms of thefirst floor and
installing wi ndow seats and panelling. Judge Lee, although
only mildly Tory, was forced by public pressure toresign as
a Mandamus Councill or on September 2, 1774. Although he
subsequently took refuge with Tory friends i nBoston, his
Canbri dge house was not confiscated. By 1777 he had returned
to i tand |ived there until hi sdeath on Decenber 5, 1802.
Descendants of Judge Lee lived i nthe house until 1850, when
the house and remaining land was rented t o George Nichols, who
dug a cellar, provided a furnace, and strengthened t he house.
Because t he house |ooked lowfor itsbreadth, Nichols pur-
chased a discarded mahogany railing from the chancel of St.
Paul's Episcopal Church on Trenont Street, Boston, and used -«
the balusters t onake theexisting decorative parapet along
the front edge of theroof. Nichols bought thehouse i n 1860.
Early i nthetwentieth century, Nichols' grandson, Austin T.
White, becane t he owner, and nmade further changes under t he
direction of the Boston architect Joseph E Chandler. White
added t hepresent library and i tsfireplace, and remodelled
and enlarged theell.
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