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8. Sephen's Gurch i s located i nBoston's North End on Hainover St. between d ark
ad Harris Streets. Desi REEd in 1804 for the Nw North Gon re?atlonal “Society (as dis-
t|n?u|shed fromthe "Qd North" inNorth Sguare and burned.%y he British) by Charles
Bul finch, the church represents Bul finch's personal restrained, neo-classical style which

i nfluenced Boston's and the nation'sentire Federal architectural era. . _
vMAK The church reflects the traditional Nw England Meting House plan inbrick but with
«one Bul finch modifications. The tower elenent prOercts.bu isafull three bays wde be-

low the belfry, thus offering the designer surface for his ca,refuIIY proporti oned and bal -
anced articulation. The projecting tower porch has a symetrical elevation divided at the
nave' s cornice level by a continuous blind bal ustrade across the entire facade. Paired
brownst one pilasters with lonic capitals that support a discontinuous entablature, flank
the central trabeated wooden entrance under the [arge second story Palladian wndow O
the street level between the paired pilasters are additional round headed entry ways. I n
the tower attic or third st,ory above the bal ustrade and bel ow an ornate cornice, arecess-
ed arch holdinga lunette fills the entire central bay; the pilaster motifs are continued
on the attic, but here with co_rl]ﬁgsed capitals. Above the cornice are pairs of decorative-
ly carved consoles and urns. The tower continues in a square bl ock which supports the open
wooden bel fry withaedicular motifs and smal | doned cupol a.

O the nave facade, the side aisle wndows are square-headed with flared brownstone |in-
tels with keystones on the ground floor and rounded-headed with keystones on the gaIlerY
level; they are set within twostory recessed arches. The nave sidewalls repeat this fen
estration pattern without the recessed arches. Brick consoles on the nave facade above the
bal ustrade conceal the slant of the nave's pitched slate roof, while they visually unite the
nave and tower. . o

On the interior, the open nave i s covered by a shal | ow unornanented arch springing from
a continuous nodi LLion cornice. Thenain feature i sthe gallery supported by a ground floor
Doric arcade and its upper Corinthian arcade supﬁortlngthe.cm I.|n(1;. Tne]onP side gal leries
curve inat the entry wall corners. Access to the gallery isviathe vestibul'e stair. .

Alterations to the church have been nunerous. I n 1862, inthe conversion to a Catholic
church, the cupola was encl osed, and the altar end of the nave transformed besides ot her
interior changes. Due to the wdening of Hanover Street in 1870, the structure was naved
back about 16 feet }to where it now stands), a porch added, and either then or a few years
|ater was raised 6 feet toincorporate a lower chapel. Fires in 1897 ap€ 1929 did ex-
tensive danage to the interior. The Present appear ance dates from 196"-65, wen conpl ete
restoration was conpleted. Athough the exterior work fol l owed Bul finch's plans, sone
interior nodifications were nade to his designs during the reconstruction.
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3. Sephen's Gwrch is Boston's gpy remai ning church desi gned by Charles Bul finch

(in 1804)and, as histhird church coomssion inthecity, reflects one of the high points

of his personal style. The churchis also significant as areflection of changes in the
religio-etW character of its inmediate neighborhood. Finally, the church becane one

part of an urban desi gn schene wen t he coomenorati ve Paul Revere Mil | was created in 1926.

Bul finch's earlier churches outside of Boston (Pittsfield, Taunton) showarather free
interpretation of the tower gnent on thetraditional neeting house fornat. The Gat hedral
of the Hly Qoss, 17991803 thearchitect's second Boston church conmssion, introduces
elenents of the Italian Renaissance tradition - aflat front wth |ower and attic stories
connected by consoles - into hispersonal style. For St. Sephen's, Bulfinch nanipul ated
the tripartite elenents of Hily Goss ina sinpler nanner on the facade of the St. Sephen' s
tower, which unlike theCatholic Hly Qoss, still projected fromthe nave accordi ngs('gu? the
Cbn?regatlonal parish tradition. H'slater churches inBoston, Federal St. and Nw South
(both denol i shed), fortell the comng vogue of Gothic and Geek Revivals, respectively.

_ St. Sephen's isthethird church buildi ngNtooccu% its site. The Mdde Street Met-
ing House of 1714 |asted until 1730 wen the North Gongregational Society rebuilt it.
Inthe 1804 Bul finch structure, sone of the ol d tinber fromthe 1730 edi face was reused.
By 1813 t he church had becone t he hone of a Uhitarian congregation and had Franci s Rarknan,
father of the historian, asits mnister until hisretirenent in 1849. iy thirteen years
later in 1862, the building was sold tothe Archdi ocese of Boston and renaned St. S ephen' s.
This change of denomnation reflects thechanges tothe ethnic character of the surround ng
nelﬁhb.orhood;l Boston's North End, about 1850, had becone predomnant |y popul ated by Irish
Catholic inmgrants wio were re | aced, j ust after theturn of the century, by the Ttalian
conmoni ty that has renai ned. 1965 restoration sponsored by Rchard Gardinal Qushi ng

of the Boston Archdiocese was a tribute tothechurch's Protestant and Catholic heritage.

In 1926, across Hanover Street, a paved and | andscaped nal |, roughly oblong in shepge, -
was created by the Gty to comenarate Paul Revere. St. Sephen's forns thetermnus of
the south-eastern eed wth therear of Christ Church, Sllem Street (1723), at the opposite
end. The brick enclosing side walls of the Mall, which i s open at the ends, visually connec
the two churches and forma snal| pl easant urban park.
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