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St. Stephen's Church is located in Boston's North End on Hanover St. between Clark 
and Harris Streets. Designed in 1804 for the New North Congregational Society (as dis­
tinguished from the "Old North" in North Square and burned by the British) by Charles 
Bulfinch, the church represents Bulfinch's personal restrained, neo-classical style which 
influenced Boston's and the nation's entire Federal architectural era. 

v̂ ^̂ K The church reflects the traditional New England Meeting House plan in brick but with 
•̂ ome Bulfinch modifications. The tower element projects but is a full three bays wide be­
low the belfry, thus offering the designer surface for his carefully proportioned and bal­
anced articulation. The projecting tower porch has a symmetrical elevation divided at the 
nave's cornice level by a continuous blind balustrade across the entire facade. Paired 
brownstone pilasters with Ionic capitals that support a discontinuous entablature, flank 
the central trabeated wooden entrance under the large second story Palladian window. On 
the street level between the paired pilasters are additional round headed entry ways. In 
the tower attic or third story above the balustrade and below an ornate cornice, a recess­
ed arch holding a lunette f i l l s the entire central bay; the pilaster motifs are continued 
on the attic, but here with composed capitals. Above the cornice are pairs of decorative-
ly carved consoles and urns. The tower continues in a square block which supports the open 
wooden belfry with aedicular motifs and small domed cupola. 

On the nave facade, the side aisle windows are square-headed with flared brownstone lin­
tels with keystones on the ground floor and rounded-headed with keystones on the gallery 
level; they are set within two story recessed arches. The nave side walls repeat this fen­
estration pattern without the recessed arches. Brick consoles on the nave facade above the 
balustrade conceal the slant of the nave's pitched slate roof, while they visually unite the 
nave and tower. 

On the interior, the open nave is covered by a shallow unornamented arch springing from 
a continuous modi 11 ion cornice. The main feature is the gallery supported by a ground floor 
Doric arcade and its upper Corinthian arcade supporting the ceiling. The long side galleries 
curve in at the entry wall corners. Access to the gallery is via the vestibule stair. 

Alterations to the church have been numerous. In 1862, in the conversion to a Catholic 
church, the cupola was enclosed, and the altar end of the nave transformed besides other 
interior changes. Due to the widening of Hanover Street in 1870, the structure was moved 
back about 16 feet (to where i t now stands), a porch added, and either then or a few years 
later was raised 6 feet to incorporate a lower chapel. Fires in 1897 ap€ 1929 did ex­
tensive damage to the interior. The present appearance dates from 196̂ -65, when complete 
restoration was completed. Although the exterior work followed Bulfinch's plans, some 
interior modifications were made to his designs during the reconstruction. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE y 

St. Stephen's Church is Boston's ojply remaining church designed by Charles Bulfinch 
(in 1804)and, as his third church commission in the city, reflects one of the high points 
of his personal style. The church is also significant as a reflection of changes in the 
religio-etWc character of its immediate neighborhood. Finally, the church became one 
part of an urban design scheme when the commemorative Paul Revere Mall was created in 1926. 

Bulfinch's earlier churches outside of Boston (Pittsfield, Taunton) show a rather free 
jment on the traditional meeting house format. The Cathedral 

•1803, the architect's second Boston church commission, introduces 
Renaissance tradition - a flat front with lower and attic stories 
into his personal style. For St. Stephen's, Bulfinch manipulated 
of Holy Cross in a simpler manner on the facade of the St. Stephen's 
Catholic Holy Cross, still projected from the nave according to the 

Congregational parish tradition. His later churches in Boston, Federal St. and New South 
(both demolished), fortell the coming vogue of Gothic and Greek Revivals, respectively. 

St. Stephen's is the third church building to occupy its site. The Middle Street Meet­
ing House of 1714 lasted until 1730 when the New North Congregational Society rebuilt it. 
In the 1804 Bulfinch structure, some of the old timber from the 1730 ediface was reused. 
By 1813 the church had become the home of a Unitarian congregation and had Francis Parkman, 
father of the historian, as its minister until his retirement in 1849. Only thirteen years 
later in 1862, the building was sold to the Archdiocese of Boston and renamed St. Stephen's. 
This change of denomination reflects the changes to the ethnic character of the surrounding 
neighborhood; Boston's North End, about 1850, had become predominantly populated by Irish 
Catholic immigrants who were replaced, just after the turn of the century, by the Italian 
community that has remained. The 1965 restoration sponsored by Richard Cardinal Cushing 
of the Boston Archdiocese was a tribute to the church's Protestant and Catholic heritage. 

In 1926, across Hanover Street, a paved and landscaped mall, roughly oblong in shape,-
was created by the City to commemorate Paul Revere. St. Stephen's forms the terminus of 
the south-eastern end with the rear of Christ Church, Salem Street (1723), at the opposite 
end. The brick enclosing side walls of the Mall, which is open at the ends, visually connect 
the two churches and form a small pleasant urban park. 
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