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1. NAME CF PROFERTY
historic name New Sequoia Theatsr Buddding.
other names/site number: Fox Theater Ruile mf

2 LOCATION

sireel & number 2211 -2235 Breadway

citv. 1own: Redwood City

sizie Calitornia codo: CA  countv, San Mawee code 061 Zin code 94463

3 CLASSIFICATION

ownarship of propeeiy: private
catagnry o properiv: building
number of resources within properiv.
Contributing: 1 building
Nencontributing: §

4 STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As ¢ designated authority under the National Hisioric Preservation Act of
1966, 25 amended, | hereby certify that this nomination meets the
documentation siandards for regisiecing propariies in the Naticnal Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and profescional requirements
set forth in 36 CFE Part 60. In mv opinion, the progertv_x_meets___does not
meet the National Register criteria. ___ See continuation sheet.

Yoo 2ol M /54
Date

ature of éérzifymé/amciai

:')i'_’,h

_California Office of Historic Freservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property, meets __ ___ does not meet the National
Register criteria. _____ See continuaticn sheat.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State of Federal agency or bureau
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New Segquoia Theater
San Mateo County, CA

’_'i. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

i ‘i/wm certfv that this property is:

& _entered 1a the National Register . /
_See captinuation sheet. Qﬁ/ﬁ" é;' / 5; 7//

. Qetermined cliginle for the

Mationai Regierer, et e e

other coxplaint *:guatweof thie keeper  Date of Acuon

¢ FUNCTION OR USE
isworic Funclions: Recreaticn & Culivre/theater; Cominerce/ pucinece
Current Funcuons: Recreation & Cultira/theater; Commerce/ Business

7. DESCRIPTION
Af‘ﬁfhiiec.wr;z Classitication
Late 191y and 20th century revivais/Late othic Revivai
Materals:
foundation: concrete
W alls: concrete
Rool” agphalt

-z

ucseribe present and historic physical appearance:

The New Seguoia {(Fox! Theater in Redwood City is a two-story reinforced
concrete butiding in ithe Laie Gothic Revival style. It was designed bv lames
and Merriti Reid of Saa Francisco in 1928. The exterior casi concreie wall
ciadding ‘akes the form of a Gothic tracery screen. The central portion of the
nuitding is capped by a square, stepped-back tower carrying the tracery
screen motit on an cpen, sieel framework. Horizontal rows of single iransom,
and doubie-hung, wood sach windows above the plate-glass commercial
fronts and theater marquee of the ground floor keep the strong vesrtical
emphasis of the building 1n balance. The exterior was aliered about {935
wiren the 1325 canopy marguee was replaced with a moderne neon tvre. in
1950 the origmal vertical Sequoia sign was removed in 2 remodeling ihat

saw e thealer box-office lobby and interiors modifizd in a Fox West Coast
Theaters Sxouras siyvle designed by Cari G. Moelier. Other changes 10 ihe
exterior have been minor. Overall, the building retains a high jevel of
integrity
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The cast-conciele (racerv screen that characterizes the building s facade
Inoks borh forward and back in its decorauive vocabuiary. The main Vs«u:ix ing
block, bepind itx ca 1935 Aei Deco, canopyv marquee, featuces a nul iuds of
Coinic details, including {ancet and Tudor window openngs capned %l
{intals and Cleur -de- Lis surrounded by foliation in rolel. An ..quam: cmzae
picersed lambrequin-like feature articulates much of the building's flat.
siepped parzpet roof line between projecting concrete ovs with a decided
Art Deco feel 1o concers they do much (o unitv the building ensembie. These
elements are also present in the design of the set-back tower atop the
ifieater butlding's ter-and graval-covered steg] truss coof. The open steal-
framed tower was dramatically back-iit at night.

Fenestration along the Broadway street elevation is characterized by a
variety of plate-glass store fronts flanking the recessed, central box-oftice
nbbv. The lobby was remodeled 1n 1950 in a Skouras-style imake-over with
recessed cove bighung in the ceiling and a stylized flora!-pattern terazzo
floor. The ornate ticket kiosk from this period is 316 longer present.

Tc the west, along Broadway, is the Tudor arched entry to the theater
building's upver floors. This feature is capped by a larger vercion of the
lambreqguin-iike parapet detaif with the addition of a rzised central
cariouche, The deeply recessed entryway carcies the Tudor design motif as a
ribhed vault, terminating in double glass-panel hardwood doors with 2
transom above. The west wail of the entry s arsrded with three. tall Tudor
disniay windows. The original 1928 hanging-oowl light fixture is still in
slace.

Fenestration above the ground floor is svmetrical, consistnie of a fow 0
square, inward-upening wood transom windaows. These are separated 1rom
the row of double-hung wood sash windcws on the second {loor by spandrels
with bhind fancer arches in relief. All window muntins above the ground
fioor are vertical, including those :a the top lights of the four double-hung
Tudor windows behind the theater s canopy marquee. surmounting these
feaiures is a row Of tall, slender, iancet arches with swa’l diamond-pattera
fized lights.
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The b uilding's iheater interior, originally designed as an "azimosoheric’
Spanesh courivard, was redecoraied @ 1950 by Carl G Moeller, emploving
tha Skouras stviz. This was a combination of Streanline patterning and
siviized vegetaiive forms, drawing their inspiration from the Rococo period
of vriamentation. These fantastic shapcs were reulized in a variety of
applizd materials, including staff, {a building materiul conusting of plaster
and fiberi in bas-relief, hand-etched aiuminium panels. brass lighting
fixtures, and fabric. Fluorescent paint was used W ‘b vliraviciet .md colnred
neon lighting f\,r added dramahc €f t\.d' ' .

The New Sequoia (Fox} Theater Building is procinesnily sited on one of
Redwond City's main thoroughfares benind a screc. of mature sireet trees
directiv acroes from San Mateo County's nistoric 1963 courthouse. The
property ts the only commerciai example of the Late Gothic kevival style of
architecture in Redwocd City and retains a high feve! of integrity and a
strony sense of time and place.
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San Mateo County, CA

8 STATEMENT OF 3IGNIFICANCE
wrufvmg official Ias considered the significance of the pmr;ert rin relation

& other properiies:
Sationally . _._statewide __x_locally

Applisbie National Kezister Criteriz .__A __B 2. C _D

Area of Signiticance:  Period of Significance: Sigatficant Dates:

AL i itectyre 292% 1928

Significant Ferson: Architeci/Builder

N/A Reid, Jaes William & Merritt James/Pasgueietil, Co

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria constdesationy, 2w
pariods of signiticance noted above,

The New Sequoia {Fox) Theater Buiiding in Redwood City derives its
significance under criterion C as an example of Late Gothic Revival desion i
a commercial building in Pedwoeod City during the late 1920s.

Redwood City was one of the earliest American seitlements io San Maies
County. and would become its first incorporated town. it was established In
1842 &s a port and shupping poiat for lumber being cut aiong the eastern
slopes of ihe Sierra Moreno. Spanish attorney Simon Mezes acquired the
progeriy in 1833 as part of his coptractual agrezment with the Luis Aryuel:
fawiiy fur clear:ng the title to their 35,000-acre Las Puigas rancho. In the
mid- 18505 Mezes surveyed and mapped a townsiie at the port to be cails!
Mezesville. However, in 1856 when the developing community became the
county ceat and a US. post office was established on Broadway, the ceigil
center of the town, it was renamed Redwoed City.

The Gecade of the 1860s saw a gradual decline in the iumbering industry
and a rise in agricuitural development, expedited in part by the completion
of the San Francisco and San Jose Railroad in 1864. By 1867, wnen the city's
SCC inhabitants voted for incorporation, the retad core was moving west
along Broadway toward the railroad depot. The taxing authority created oy
incor pocation resulied in 2 series of civic improvements including 4 water
system and caved streets. Electyic lighting would come in 1889, Local
pusinessmen dominated civic affairs and piayed 2 major role in town politics.
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The 1870y were characterized by a diversification of Redwood City's
scunoemic base. The small shipbuilding inudsirv that had deveioped curing
tno logging gavs weuld survive into the [38Gs Two tanneries ang San Mateo
Couniy's two targast breweries locaied in the communay duriag this Lme.
The town had grown 1o about 1,400 residendts b 1890, ,,u'mw it the largest
urhan popuiation in the county. A nationai depresszon tn {ae 189405 sinwed
the town's growth ugtil the early 1960s, when San Fraocisco's 1906
earthquake and fire changed things. While R24wood City suffered the joss of
neariyv all its brick buildings as a result of the sPismic event. it benefited
directly from the exodus of San Fraacisco inhabitants to San Mateo County's
developing suburban communities. The covnty reported & 72% increase in
population between 1900 and 1910, doubling again by 1920,

The explosive post-earthguake growth south aiong the Sen Francisco
Peninsula was also a by-product of the opefiing of {ac automobile age. By
1915 the Peniasula Rapid Transit coach system was operaiing between San
Francisco and Redwood City aiong San Mateo County s first paved roadway,
Ef Camino Real. As a statewide leader in hishway improvements, the county
benefited early from its investment through ezpanding commuter suburbs
and new industrial and retail growth.

Diring the 1920s, bay area salt and cemen: indusiries concentrated their
activities around Redwood City. The latter, in the form of the Portland
Cement Company built 2 major plant in the tidelands northeast of town in
19Z4. This action was pivotal to the develooment of a modern deep-water
porct {or the city after 1927, breadway remained the retail core of the county
seat, reaping the benefiis of the new tourist industry that was developing
atong El Camino Real.

Among the business entrepreneurs taking advantage of the economic boom
ot the late 1920s in Redwood City were Ellis ]. Arkush, president of the
Peninsula Theater Corporation and the development group of Hare, Brewer
and Clark, Inc. In one of the largest commercial developments in the city's
history, these two firms investec about $350.000 to converi an entire cily
block into a modern mixed-use business complez..
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The biock, bounded by Hamiiion, websier {Midaizlier! Rd ) and Theater
Sireeis. and fronting on Broadweay, ~as in the center of the city s retail-sales
district, directly acrass the strec: frecm the main entiance to the San Maieo
County Courihouse. The New Seounia Thearer Building was to be tne
centerpiece of the business complex. it would pe the first movipg-picture
palace iix San Matec County to &2 iategrally equipped {or talking pictures.
The two-part commerciat block vras cesigned 2ol execuied as a unihed
composition in a Late Cathic Revival style by the important San Francisco
architeciural {firm of James and Mereiit Reid i 1978,

ARCHITECTURE

The Reid Brothers were a good choice for the design of the new iheater
building. The architectural firm hacd be~n designing enteriainment facilities
since the 1880s, and by the 1920s. woving picture houses for local
neighborhoods represented a considerable percentage of their business. They
also had an excelient reputation for il struciural guality of their work.

The design program called for a combination house with facilities for both
live performance and moving pictures. This required a large stage and loft
area as well as dressing rooms at vire end of the 1 500 seat main auditorivm.
The lcbby and mezzanine areas were 1o be flanked by two floors of retail
and professional office space, creating 2 large huilding mass. The adiacent
commercial block was to be compesed of one story storefronts abut:ing the
central theaier block, further expanditig ihe huilding mass. What was needed
was a design that would unify and balance the composition of the block -
square buiiding complex.

The Reid Brothers were known, “ic keep their fingers on the pulse of fashion
and science,” skilifully preparing plans 1o suit aste as well as fashion. Such
mav have been the case in their deciston t0 2mpiov a Late Gothic Revival
tracery screen io cloak ihe modern, mixed-use buslding whose overail
character had been determined by other fuctors.

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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Thev had used a1 adaption of tha GGihic ~tyle once before in (218 on the
Coliseum hearer at Clement and Ninth Streets. 'n San Francesco, 1since
demaoiished).

The Gothic Revival style had heen iniroduced t¢ America in the 1840s b
Richard Upjohn. who helped establish it as a Jominant form of ecciesissiine!
design well inio the 20th century, "(arpenier GOhic secame one of the most
popular pattern-boek house plans orior ic the Civil War. The stvle
reemerged in the Iaie 19th cenfury through the work of {irmrs ke Crzm and
Hodhue, adapted 1o the fields of commersial and educaiicnat archivect urs as
well as 1o ecclestastical. The "Colisgiate Guihic” form became a nationat
cimblem for cultural instiivucns. As early as 1913, Cass Gitberi's New Yor ke
Woolworih Building showed thie possibilities o1 the style applied to the
design of tall office buiidings. However, it ‘was in the 1922 Thicago Tribune
Tower competition that the Lat2 Gotiig Revival style exerted its greatest
wiluence on architectural desixn in the far west,

It was not the first prize winner ‘r the Chicage competition, but the second-
place entry by Eiie! Saarinen vizat would leave its mark on the San Francisco
skyline in the mid-1920s. Several of Saarinen's design soiutions for the
Tribune Tower were incorporaied in major building projects in San Francisio,
beginning with Miller and Pfleuvger s Pacific Teiephene Building in 1925,
Sireng perpendicular lines wer2 empioyed 0 express the verticality of the
skyscraper. The tower was gra.cfully stepped-back and ornament was ased
inventively. In 1927 George Ksitham drew {rom these same scurces for bis
Russ Building. which the Arcirvecr and Eaginecr described as "the center of
western progress’,

It is possible that ihe Russ Buitding and other iocal responses to the Saarinzn
design may have inifuenced the Reid Brother<’ Redwooed City Theater
building. The New Sequcia's prajecting concrete piers and siepped-back
tower give the large building mass a stroag veriical emphasiz while the casi-
oncrete tracery screen, drawn from the English Perpendicular decorative
voicabulary, effectively articuiates the broad surface of its principal
elevalon.
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The Late tothic Reviva! stviz lent siselt weil to the romantic sense of
extravagance and lusion which characizr:zed small-lown movie palass b
ihe late 1920< The picturvsque mode made them stand cut from thex
surroundings, with illuminated canopy marguees and towering vortica! siens
annouqcing the bulding T game and purpose.

The New Sequcia tFox! Theawer building has been in service sisce Janiary of
1929, Whiie the movie theater closed in 1933, the retail spuce ana
professional offices have remained ip continucus use. The building s the
pest and only remaining ezample of the Late Cothic Revival stvie of
architeciure from the fate: 220s founc 1 Redwood City. Despite chaages in
the cancpy marquee and box office lobbv <nd the loss of a emall amount of
tracery along the roof parapet. the buildin2 retains a great degree of ils
integrity as construcied in 1928, and evokes a strong sease of time anag
place. Neither James and Merritt Reid, its architects, nor Eilis J. Arkush, i
owner, wouid have any problem recognizing it todav, The buitlding should he
iisted in the National Register of Historw Piaces at the local ievel of
significance.
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5. MAJOR BIRLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
’ X) ’4 (;
Corbett, Michael R Splendid Survivors: San francisco « Downiown
Arohitectural Heritage, Foundation for San Francisco's Architeciural

Heritage, San Francisen, CA, 1679,
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Peminsufa Star Pubiishing Co, Belmont, CA, 1982,

Kavfmann, Preston. Stovras-ired For Skowmansfip, Theatre Historical
Sccizty of America, Elmhurst, 1L 1987,

Mziinick. Cynihia. "The Lives and Works of The Reid Brothers, Architecs
1852-1943", Masier's Thesis, University of San Diegn, San Ricgo, CA.
1992

Sianger, Frank. Peainsutz lommunity Bock, A H. Cawston, Saa Maieo, CA.,
1945,

Whilfen, Marcus. 4merfcan Architecture Sivee 1 780" A Guide to Stvies,
ML, Press, Cambridge, MA, 1969,

NEWSPAPERS

Redwood City Tribune, Jan. 4, 1929, p.i.

San Mateo Times, Oct.11, 1926, P.1.; Feb.11, 1974, p. 25.
COLLECTED DOCUMENTS

Kistoric Landmarks Element of the Redwood City Generat Plan, Jan. 2z, 1890,
Appendiz B, ’

Original set of pians for the New Sequoia Theater Building, (not datec}.

Saunborn Fire Insurance Map of Redwood City, 1919, updated to May 1932,
Sheet *9, J,ocated in the Redwood City Public Library.
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16, GESGRAPHICAL DATA
Acreage of property, .0 acres

UTM Peferences
A 10 S6821C £14890¢
Zone Easting  Northing

Verbz! Boundry Pescription:

Begnming ai a poin! aleng the sculls side of Broadway S0 feet vesi of {he
soutivwest corner o Broadway anc Middlefield Boad in Redwona ity thense
running south 235 feet, bounded on the egst by comumercial buiidiugs, thenye
running west (00 feat, boundeda on the south by a parking lol. thanse
running noith 235 feet, bouadesd on the west by a parking i and
comrmerciai building. thense repmng east 100 fe=t bounded on the north by
Broadway o the point of beginniiig, the property is identified as 4ssessor's
Parcei Number 052-365-090.

Bouncry Justfifcation:
The boundry includes the entire city lol that has historically been associated
with the property.

11. FCKM PREPARED BY

name/titie; Kent L. Seavev/Preservation Consuftant

Organizavion: Redwood City Historical Resources Advisory Commission
Date: Aprif §, 1993

street & number: 1017 Middlefield Rd. telephone (415} 780-7234
citv or town: Redwood City, CA 94064
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tExcept where noted the mformat:on for flems | through S are the saps 1'5;’
ali photographs listed, Mhotograpas 4 ihrough #8 were taken i i %3 (K5
Kent L. Seavev

=} 1. \‘e tequeia tFog) Ta=aier Building
2 211- 2z 5 "% ozdw v, Redwoced City, CA 94063
3 UNKDOWE
1. Ca. {930
3. Redwood Citv Public librarv. Redwond Ciiv. CA
8. Looking scuthwest from Middlefield Rd. 1oward thz norih
ifacadei clevation of iae New Seguoia (Fox ) Theater Buiicing.
Note flanking one-stery storefronts and original tall sign and
fiat canopy margues,
7. Photogranh =i of 8
#2 A I'nknown
4, Sept. 30. 1956
3. B'hend & navimann Archives, Pasadena. CA
5. Looking scuthwest frem Middlefieid Rd. toward ihe norih
(facade } elevation ¢f the Mew Sequoia (Fox) Theater Buiiding.
Note removal of original 1all sign and new (ca.19235) Fox
Art Deco neon marguee,
7. Photogrzph #2 of 8
3 3 Unkpown
4 Qct. 20. 1933
5. B'hend & xuufmann Archives. Pasadena, CA
& Looking coutheast from ine north side of Broadway toward ihe
norih {facade! ejevation of the New Seguoia tFox/) Theater
Building. Nowe the jambriguin-like ornamentation abeve the
Tudor arcied eptrv o the building s upper fioors at the right
of the Fox marguee.
7 Photograpn 3 of 8
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%4

*5

#6

48,

S TN

~4

hent L. Seavey

1993

Community Development Dept., Redwood City, CA

Looking southwest from the north side of Broadway toward the
north (facade) elevation of the New Sequoia (Fox) Theater
Building. Note some loss of parapet tracery above Fox marquee.
Photograph #4 of 8

Looking south from the north side of Broadway at the north
ifacade) elevation of the New Sequoia (Fox) Theater Building.
Notle the mature street irees that now partially mask the
building's facade.

Photograph *5 of 8

Looking westerly from the east side of Middlefield Rd. toward
the east (side) elevation of the main auditorium block of the
New Sequoia (Fox) Theater Building. Note the stepped-back
tower to the right.

Photograph #6 of 8

Looking northeast from a parking lot towards the southwest
corner of the main auditorium block of the New Sequoia (Fox)
Theater Building. Note the raised loft area.

Photograph #7 of 8

Looking in a westerly direction along Broadway from the
southeast corner of Middlefield Rd. showing the setting of the
New Sequoia (Fox) Theater Building. To the right is the San
Mateo County Courthouse.

Photograph #8 of 8



