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Town Sherborn
Addr ess 46 Fnrpst. St'eet
Historic Nane Morse-Barber Hbuse

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence/ neeti nghouse
DESCR! PTI ON :
Date 1674
Source VA

Style First Period/ Genryian with firPPk
. Revival d?c;)rative el ement s.

Architect NA

Exterior wall fabric O apboards

Qutbuildings Barn, ca. 1847

Hajor alterations (with dates) Fnlargpd
in 1814, renodel led ca. 1835.

Hoved No Cate NA

Approx. acreage’ 4.33 acres

Setting The Morse-Barber House i s situated
close totheroad, across from site of

Hol brook cider mill, near railroad tracks.

UMreference: A19 305500 4676850
B-19 305590 4676720
G19 305500 4676640
D19 305420 4676760
scale 1:25,000 Medfield Quadrangl e



ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and
eval uate in terns of other buildings within the conmunity.)

The Morse-Barber House has at its core an early structure, possibly ca. 1674, that
has been enlarged over tinme. The building s main block, 2 Y2 stories in height
and two roons deep, features a symetrical five-bay facade. Inspection of the
interior framng suggests that the original dwelling nay have been two stories

in height and one roomdeep, and perhaps three bays inwdth, |ocated inwhat

is now the western end of the present structure.

(Cont' d)

H STORI CAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and hov the building relates to the devel opnent of the conmmity.)

The Morse-Barber House nay have the strongest claim to being the ol dest structure '
in Sherborn-visual analysis has suggeste_ that within itsearly 19th century
exterior isincorporated an earlier building, which nay date to the 1670s.

The house al so holds significant historical associations with the Vidod and Mbrse
famlies, two of Sherborn's first grantees. The land on which the original
structure vas erected belonged to Ncholas Vdod, wo received a land grant on the
west side of the Charles River from the General Court in 1652. In 1671 his
daughter, Mahitable, married Joseph Morse, and they built a house (possibly the
core of the nomnated structure) on part of her father's farm "twenty-two rods
south of his house." Like most of Snerborn's earlier settlers, their house site,
though relatively isolated, was located in south Sherborn in easy proximtyto
.the Charles River.

The Mrse hone served as Sherborn's first neetinghouse for as nany as 100 e
settlers until the first formal church vwas erected inthe early 1680s.

By 1753 the Barber fam |y owned the property and i t remained in their possession
until the late 19th century»

B B G3¥PHY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Resear ch of Margaret Dowse Buntin. ~

Ane C Shaughnessy, A Quide to Sherborn and The History of Sherborn, 1974."
Frances Bardwel |, "Historical sketches, Sherborn Tercentenary 1652 - 1952".
Qd Tinme Nw England, January 1939, Vol. 29 - "Sone 17th Century Houses

of Mddl esex CGounty" by Harriet Forbes.
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Indicate each item an inventory form whidi is being continued beow.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd)

The building received Greek Revival-style surface treatments ca. 1835, including
the addition of a shallow-pedimented entablature with full-length sidelights
framing the central doorway, plain corner boards, and a fully enframed gable
pediment. No other exterior changes have been made since this time, and the house
remains an example of Federal-period form and massing, with the added application
of popular mid 19th century decorative elements. The house was enlarged ca. 1814,
at which time the main block was enlarged to its present size and a single-story
ell was appended to the rear, eastern side of the structure. Fenestration, 6/6
sash throughout, is simply enframed.

A frame barn, said to be the largest built in Sherborn, was erected close to the
house ca. 1847. The tracks of the Framingham and Mansfield railroad, laid in
1869, pass near to this structure on the eastern edge of the property.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

The Morse-Barber House retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association. The building is one of several Sherborn
properties that retain some elements of First Period structures. The potential
for archaeological features that would contribute to the significance of the
property is high, around both the house itself and remaining foundations of
earlier structures. In its present form, the house is a well-preserved example
of Federal and Greek Revival styling; thus the building represents evolving
construction techniques and tastes in a peripheral rural community. As such,

the Morse-Barber House fulfills Criteria C and D of the National Register of
Historic Places, as well as Criterion A for its associations with Sherborn's
early patterns of development.

MAP KEY

A: House
B: Barn

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? cn yes cnno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | ldeteriorated unaltered « original site
cn good I lruins cn altered moved date.
.« fair I lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

cn summary paragraph
ch completeness

cn clarity

cn alterations/integrity
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

cn completeness

cn clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

e context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and Justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
cn Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet
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