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D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N ^ C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

X EXCELLENT ^bETERIORATED 2iuNALTERED ^.ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE, 

— FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Sited on the west bank of the Aberjona River, the Winchester Post Office 
i s located on the corner of Waterfield Road, a perimeter street to 
downtown Winchester, and Thompson Street. The front facade overlooks 
Ginn Field, a town park enhanced by the planted and well landscaped 
roadway, and the r i g h t side i s d i r e c t l y adjacent to a meandering 
footpath that follows the r i v e r . The far bank of the r i v e r abuts 
Manchester Park, the large, well-treed Commons area of the town. 
The expanding growth of the commercial area has extended from the 
o r i g i n a l downtown commercial d i s t r i c t to the rear l o t l i n e of the 
Post Office, with quaint shops and semi-covered walkways that maintain 
the aesthetic appeal of the locale. 

Almost square i n plan, some 70 feet wide by 65 feet deep, the building 
consists of two stories on a f u l l basement and contains 11,500 square 
feet of fl o o r space. The second f l o o r i s set back from the side facades 
of the building and, constructed with a two-way gable roof, reduces the 
visual height of the building while enhancing the classical theme 
expressed i n the basic design. 

The building's s o l i d brick foundations, s i t t i n g on spread footings, 
support the reinforced concrete f i r s t f l o o r slab. Brick masonry walls, 
with steel columns and beams, carry the second f l o o r and the wood roof 
framing members. The f u l l range red brick exterior walls are l a i d i n 
Flemish bond and are complimented by beige limestone panels, columns 
and t r i m . The bold limestone watertable caps the brick foundation and 
functions as a continuous stone l i n t e l over the basement windows, a 
feature expressed, rather than concealed, i n the design treatment. 

The main facade, on Waterfield Street, r e f l e c t s the classical portico 
enframement, with the simply denticulated limestone entablature and 
pediment carried by four freestanding Roman Doric columns that 
correspond to the limestone wall p i l a s t e r s . The arched fan window, 
over the doors of the main entry bay, i s flanked by small double-
hung windows recessed i n limestone surrounds, with architraves and 
blind panels over each window, r e f l e c t i n g a Palladian influence evident 
i n t h i s Neo-Classic design. The main entrance, with i t s classic, 
projecting portico mirroring the classical enframement of the entrance 
facade, i s reflected on each side facade with a limestone central 
p a v i l i o n of similar proportion and pilasters creating the symbolic 
entrance motif. 

The remaining multi-paned windows i n the brick wall panels are 
symmetrically placed, discretely adorned with a plain,limestone key­
stone centered i n the f l a t brick arch. There i s no exterior corner 
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... ornamentation on t h i s building, perhaps r e f l e c t i n g the influence of 
the Classification System adhered to i n t h i s era of architectural design 
of governmental buildings. 

A simple limestone architrave band separates the brick entablature from 
the remaining facade, acting as a belt course, and a narrow limestone 
cornice surrounds the en t i r e , primary roof l i n e . When constructed i n 
1927, the cornice carried a brick parapet, limestone capped, with stone 
ballusters corresponding to the locations of the pavilions and windows. 
The parapet was removed at an early, unknown date to combat leakage, 
and the remaining limestone parapet base i s t o t a l l y covered with metal 
flashing. The secondary, double gable roof i s edged and articulated with 
crisp limestone d e t a i l i n g that surrounds the recessed pediments, 
r e f l e c t i n g the fr i e z e of the main facade and unifying the structure as 
a single u n i t . 

The unaltered lobby was b e a u t i f u l l y designed and detailed. The high 
arched transom of the fro n t entrance i s carried through the formal 
vestibule and, repeating i t s e l f i n the arched openings of the formal 
i n t e r i o r that correspond to the exterior pavilions. The forward section 
of the second le v e l creates a dynamic clerestory element for the lobby, 
providing a steady flow of natural i l l u m i n a t i o n that dramatically 
emphasizes the d e t a i l during daylight hours. A detailed plaster cornice, 
carried above the f a n l i g h t openings, gives pa r t i c u l a r identy and 
purpose to the clerestory. 
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The Winchester Post Office, constructed i n 1927, possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
location, design, setting, materials and workmanship, as well with 
s i g n i f i c a n t association with the commercial development of the Thompson 
Street and Waterfield Road area of the community. In addition, this 
building exemplifies the high standard of design set by the Treasury 
Architects i n placing the monumentality of the Federal Presence i n a 
small community, without overwhelming the existing townscape. I t thus 
meets the National Register c r i t e r i a A and C. 

Originally a section of the Township of Charlestown, the Village of 
Waterfield separated from that community at the direction of the Puritan 
Church. The Church played an important role i n p o l i t i c s at th i s time. 
Subsequently, the v i l l a g e became South Woburn, growing from the tin y 
farming community, t y p i c a l i n i t s geographical proximity to Boston, to 
a suburb with Woburn's industry to the north and the metropolitan area 
of Boston to the south. The v i l l a g e , with the introduction of the 
Lowell Branch of the Boston and Maine Railroad, incorporated as the 
Town of Winchester i n 1850. 

The f i r s t Post Office i n town, then South Woburn, was established i n 
1841 with Dr. Moses C. Green appointed as Postmaster. Typical of the 
small but growing communities at the end of the nineteenth century, 
the post o f f i c e moved from one small storefront to another, at the 
pleasure, or need for additional space, of the Postmaster appointed by 
the Administration i n power at that time. 

With the advent of the automobile, and with substantial r a i l service 
from Boston, Winchester matured into an af f l u e n t "Boston Bedroom" and, 
at the beginning of the twentieth century, the need for a permanent 
post o f f i c e to i d e n t i f y the town as a substantial, established 
community was recognized by the c i t i z e n r y . 

In 1914, Congressman Samuel W. McCall, a resident of the town and 
representing t h i s d i s t r i c t i n Washington, sponsored the ominbus housing 
b i l l that included monies for the new, permanent Winchester Post Office. 
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The onset of World War I however, and subsequent Federal Administrations 
hos t i l e to the voters of the town, due to the i r party preference, 
delayed the action of the consideration of the new post o f f i c e u n t i l 
1926 when the Congressional Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
of which Mr, McCall was now a member, appropriated s u f f i c i e n t funds 
for t h i s project. Because of the continued pressure of a unified 
community, the Post Office became an important accomplishment for the 
citizens of Winchester. 

Following Federal prerequisites, the selected s i t e of the new second-
class post o f f i c e must have less value than the prime real eatate of 
the commercial area. The new Post Offcie i n Winchester was to be 
located on the s i t e of an old plumbing shop, adjacent to the ra i l r o a d 
depot but fr o n t i n g on a newly established park. I t was the desire of 
the town fathers that t h e i r "new, handsome government model" would 
s t a b i l i z e and rejuvenate the Waterfield Road area, j u s t one block from 
the central shopping d i s t r i c t . 

Designed during the tenure of Acting Supervising Architect, but under 
the capable di r e c t i o n of Louis A. Simon, and u t i l i z i n g a v a r i a t i o n of 
a standard plan, the Winchester Post Office represented the fi r m , solid 
Neo-Classic form of Federal s t a b i l i t y that the town considered essential 
for i t s substantial i d e n t i t y , future growth and u n i f i c a t i o n of the 
neighborhood. With i t s inherent warm brick tones, set o f f and 
articulated by the classical limestone d e t a i l i n g on the three facades 
viewed by the casual public, the Post Office i s d i s t i n c t i v e i n i t s 
setting, contrasting the " k e l l y " brick, high metal corniced neighbors 
j u s t to the north, and the romanesque and gothic c i v i c buildings and 
churches dotting the community landscape. 

To the satis f a c t i o n of the loc a l government, la t e r business and 
commercial development of the central shopping d i s t r i c t expanded to 
the s i t e of the Post Office, and t h i s area became an in t r e g a l part of 
the shopping d i s t r i c t , bounded by parks and the r i v e r , symbolizing the 
important and successful role of the Post Office i n the development of 
the community. The building, as a separate e n t i t y , contributes to the 
local h i s t o r i c and arch i t e c t u r a l heritage of Winchester. 
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