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Sited onthe west bank of t heAberjona River, theWnchester Post Office
is located onthecorner of Waterfield Road, a perimeter streetto
downt own W nchester, and Thonpson Street. Thefront facade overlooks
Gnn Field, a town park enhanced by t heplanted and well |andscaped
roadway, andtheright side i sdirectly adjacent toa nmeandering
footpath that follows theriver. Thefar bank of theriver abuts
Manchester Park, thelarge, well-treed Gommons area of t hetown.

The expanding growth of t hecommercial area has extended fromt he
original downtown commercial district totherear |ot Iine of the
Post Office, with quaint shops andsem -covered wal kways that maintain
the aesthetic appeal of thelocale.

Al nost square i nplan, sonme 70 feet wide by 65 feet deep, thebuilding
consists of two stories ona full basenent andcontains 11,500 square
feet of floor space. The second floor i sset back from theside facades
of thebuilding and, constructed with a two-way gable roof, reducesthe
visual height of thebuilding while enhancing theclassical theme
expressed i nthebasic design.

The building's solid brick foundations, sitting on spread footings,
support thereinforced concrete first floor slab. Brick nmasonry walls,
with steel columms andbeans, carry thesecond floor andthe wood roof
fram ng menbers. Thefull range redbrick exterior walls arelaidin
Fl em sh bond and ar e conplinmented by beige |imestone panels, colums
and trim  Thebold |imestone watertable caps thebrick foundationand
functions as a continuous stone lintel over thebasenment wi ndows, a
feature expressed, rather than concealed, i nthedesign treatment.

The main facade, onWaterfield Street, reflects theclassical portico
enframement, with thesinmply denticulated |imestone entablature and
pedi ment carried by four freestanding Ronan Doric columms that
correspond tothelimstone wall pilasters. Thearched fan w ndow,
over thedoors of themain entry bay, i sflanked by small double-

hung wi ndows recessed i nlimestone surrounds, with architraves and
blind panels over each window, reflecting a Palladian influence evident
in this Neo-Classic design. Themin entrance, with its classic,
projecting portico mrroring theclassical enfranement of theentrance
facade, 1 sreflected on each side facade with a |limestone central
pavilion of simlar proportion andpilasters creating thesynmbolic
entrance motif.

The remaining multi-paned windows i nthebrick wall panelsare
symmetrically placed, discretely adorned with a plain,limestone key-
stone centered i ntheflat brick arch. There i sno exterior corner
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ornamentation on this building, perhaps reflecting theinfluence of
the Classification Systemadhered toi nthis eraof architectural design
of governmental buildings.

A sinple limestone architrave band separates thebrick entablaturefrom
the remaining facade, acting as a belt course, and a narrow |imestone
cornice surrounds theentire, primary roof line. Wen constructed i n
1927, thecornice carried a brick parapet, |imestone capped, with stone
bal lusters corresponding tothelocations of thepavilions and w ndows.
The parapet was renoved at an early, unknown date t o conbat |eakage,

and theremaining |imestone parapet base i stotally covered with metal
flashing. The secondary, double gable roof i sedged and articulated with
crisp limestone detailing that surrounds therecessed pediments,
reflecting thefrieze of themin facade and unifying thestructure as
a single unit.

The unaltered | obby was beautifully designed and detailed. The high
arched transom of thefront entrance i scarried through theformal
vestibule and, repeatingitself i nthearched openings of the formal
interior that correspond totheexterior pavilions. The forward section
of thesecond level creates a dynamic clerestory element for thelobby,
providing a steady flow of natural illumination that dramatically
enphasi zes thedetail during daylight hours. A detailed plaster cornice,
carried above thefanlight openings, gives particular identy and

purpose totheclerestory.
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The W nchester Post Office, constructed i n1927, possesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials and workmanship, as well with
significant association with thecomercial developnment of t he Thonpson
Street and Waterfield Road area of thecommnity. | naddition, this
building exemplifies thehigh standard of design set by the Treasury
Architects i nplacing the nonumentality of theFederal Presence ina
small comunity, without overwhelmng theexisting townscape. |t thus
nmeets t heNational Register criteria Aand C

Originally a section of the Township of Charlestown, theVillageof
Waterfield separated from that community at thedirection of thePuritan
Church. The Church played an inmportant role i npolitics at this time.
Subsequently, thevillage became South Wburn, growing from thetiny
farmng community, typical i nitsgeographical proximty toBoston, to
a suburb with Wburn's industry tothenorth and the metropolitan area
of Boston tothesouth. Thevillage, with theintroductionof the
Lowel | Branch of t heBoston and Mai ne Railroad, incorporated ast he
Town of Wnchester i n 1850.

The first Post Office i ntown, then South Wburn, was establishedi n
1841 with Dr. Mbses C Geen appointed as Postmaster. Typical of the
smal | but growing communities at theend of thenineteenth century,
the post office moved from one small storefront toanother, at the

pl easure, or need for additional space, of thePostmster appointed by
the Administration i npower at that tinme.

Wth t headvent of theautomobile, and with substantial rail service
from Boston, Wnchester matured into an affluent "Boston Bedrooni and,
at thebeginning of thetwentieth century, theneed for a permanent
post office toidentify thetow as a substantial, established
community was recognized by thecitizenry.

In 1914, Congressman Sanuel W McCall, a resident of thetown and
representing this district in Washington, sponsored theom nbus housing
bill that included rmonies for thenew permanent Wnchester Post Office.



UMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
The Federal Presence - Craig, Lois A MT Press 1980
Field Guide toAnmerican Architecture, Rifkind, Carole Bonanza 1980
History of Post Office Construction, 1900-1940 July 1982
History of Wnchester, Chapnan, Robert G Two Vol unes- 1936, 1975

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 0.228 A
UTM REFERENCES

Ali9j 13|2.41 22,01 14, 7.0,118. 90 | BLIJI Ll . 11T .1 el-e,
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
ALY L L el T el [ o] oo | oLLd U_i-Lj-jJ Tl .1 ..

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Beginning at a point on Waterfield Road,

t hence running: northwesterly 88" N along Waterfield Road
northeasterly 115 al ong Thompson Street
sout heasterly 115" - "
sout hwesterly 115 tothepoint of origin

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

N/A

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

n FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE
E. Brett Heenan, Preservation Coordinator March 25, 1986

ORGANIZATION DATE

THE BOSTON PARTNERSHIP. INC. /ei?) 492-8866
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE

48 INMAN STREET
CITY OR TOWN STATE

CAMRRTNGF.

EE CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YESJ”® NO NONE

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIOIQIFFICER SIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 dayyffwhich to present the nomination m-the State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance The evaluated level of Significance is / Natinngy/ ~ StatP ~*"l nral
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATU? , A-nh-—n

NN ARealty Acquisitio/sBg<rial ist. Principal DATE NNy Ny
FDR NPS USE ONLY
| HFREBY CERTIF* THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

[ §IdALMNIIMM) DATE /Mlc
A 1 DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: i DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 899-214



NPS Fonn 10-400-i OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For \PS e anly
National Register of Historic Places recei ved
inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Conti nuat i on sheet [temnuni)er 8 Page i

The onset of World Vér | however, and subsequent Federal Adm nistrations
hostile tothe voters of thetown, due totheir party preference,

del ayed theaction of theconsideration of thenew post office until
1926 when t he Congressional Committee on Public Buildings and G ounds,
of which M, MCall was now a nenber, appropriated sufficient funds

for this project. Because of thecontinued pressure of a unified
community, thePost Office becane an important acconplishment for the
citizens of Wnchester.

Fol | owi ng Federal prerequisites, theselected site of thenew second-
class post office must have less value than theprime real eatateof
the commercial area. The new Post Offcie i nWnchester was t obe
located on thesite of an ol d plunmbing shop, adjacent totherailroad
depot but fronting on a nemy established park. | twas thedesire of
the town fathers that their "new handsome government nodel" woul d
stabilize and rejuvenate theWaterfield Road area, just one block from
the central shopping district.

Designed during thetenure of Acting SupervisingArchitect, but under
the capable direction of Louis A Sinon, and utilizing a variation of

a standard plan, theWnchester Post Office represented thefirm solid
Neo-Classic form of Federal stability that thetown considered essential
for its substantial identity, future growth and unification of the

nei ghborhood. Wth it sinherent warmbrick tones, set of f and
articulated by theclassical limestone detailing on thethree facades
viewed by thecasual public, thePost Office i sdistinctive inits
setting, contrasting the"kelly" brick, high metal corniced neighbors
just tothenorth, and t heromanesque and gothic civic buildings and
churches dotting thecommunity |andscape.

To thesatisfaction of thelocal government, |ater business and
commercial devel opment of thecentral shopping district expandedto

the site of thePost Office, and this area becane an intregal part of
the shopping district, bounded by parks and theriver, symbolizing the
i mportant and successful role of thePost Office i nthedevel opment of
the community. The building, as a separate entity, contributes to the
local historic and architectural heritage of Wnchester.
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