SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 84002415 Date Listed: 1984
Property Name: Roxboro Historic District

County: Pearson State: NC

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation.

for Roger G. Reed October 5, 2019
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended ltems in Nomination:
Section 7- Inventory: 20 Court Street

This property was designated “F” in the 1984 nomination, a designation supposedly signifying neither
contributing or noncontributing but, in effect, meaningless following established conventions. The
district’s period of significance nominally ended in 1934, the fifty year cut-off, although the statement of
significance calls out the 1940 Kirby Theater and the 1947 Roxboro Building. In any case, the property at
20 Court Street at the time of the nomination was altered in circa 1970 with vertical aluminum panels
covering the second floor below the modest corbelled cornice. The storefront had been covered with
pebble dash concrete.

In 2020 the aluminum panels were removed, revealing the ¢. 1880 fagade with historic multi-pane sash
intact. Also removed was the pebble dash concrete, exposing an early twentieth century storefront
configuration, including ransom light openings. The property designation should be “contributing”.

The North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment.

Tax Project #41105

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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object in process A yes: restricted X government scientific
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5. Location ofLegal Description

Person County Courthouse
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city, town Roxboro sate North Carolina
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excel lent deteriorated unal tered _Xx__original site C
good ruins x altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Roxboro Commercial Historic District reflects the devel opment of the town
as a comercial and governmental center. Thecoming of the railroad i n1890pre-
cipitated the first of three major periods of comrercial growth and construction
activity for Roxboro, which since 1792 had been the seat of rural Person County's
government and a local trading center. This growth altered the architectural char-
acter of the district. Down cane the frame stores clustered around Courthouse
Square on Main Street, andin their place rose, at first, individual one and two-
story brick comercial buildings and then whole blocks of brick buildings. The
designs of the commercial buildings which domnate the district were influenced by
the town's, nost substantial public buildings, including the stucco trimmed, warmred
brick 1883Victorian Gothic courthouse (demolished in 1930), and the 1920 stone
trimed brick Long United Methodist Church.

Around the Courthouse Square developed a dense cluster of late 19th to md-20th
century masonry comercial buildings unified by scale and ornamental brickwork.
Unity of design is also aresult of a fewspecul ativebuilders who developed i n-
dividual blpcks inthe historic district in short periods of time. Mjor periodsof
building activity within Roxboro's Historic District occurred between 1890 and 1914,
during the decade of the 1920s and during the late 1940s. Buildings from these eras
are often concentrated on a given block inthe district, vividly reflectingt he
pattern of the town's growth.

Anchored by the central Courthouse Square, the conpact district extends three
bl ocks along Main Street andincludes oneblock of Depot, Abbitt and Reans Streets
and twoblocks of Court Street. | naddition tothe comercial structures, thereis »
an Important sprinkling of other types of buildings including twochurches at the
north and south edges of the district, a house which once served as the Corranunity
Hospital andis nowdivided into apartments, an Art Deco theatre, andvarious govern-
mental /institutional buildings. Tobacco warehouses, once an important architectural
feature on Main and Depot Streets, have largely disappeared, with only a portionof
the former Hyco Warehouse, c. 1900 (#44) remaining on Depot Street, and nowused as
a Senior Citizen Center. The 1891 Pioneer Warehouse at Main and Reans Streetswas
razed for constructionof the four story International Style Roxboro Buildingi n
1949, and the Wnstead Tobacco Warehouse was replaced i n1971 by the Leggett Depart-
ment Store on Main near Abbitt (#61). Fewintrusions andinfill buildings are found
within the district. These include service stations, taxi stands, andrecent commer-
cial structures. TheHistoric District enconpasses 70 buildings: 521buildingsare
pivotal andcontributing structures and 19 are fill or intrusive structures.

The boundaries of the district have been drawn t ofocus on the comercial and
governmental central core. The "downtown" area is contained naturally by parking
lots which mark the east and west edges of the conmercial area, and by well pre-
served residential areas which bracket the northern and southern edges of the Min
Street commercial area. The physical devel opment of the central business district
has been influenced by the north-south ridge along which i twas originally built.
The land drops off sharply t othe east along Depot Street, which haslimited de-
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vel opment i nthat direction. The nore gradual westward slope of Reans, Court and
Abbitt Streets resulted in nore rapid devel opment of these streets.

The comercial buildings i nthe district range i nsize fromone t ofour stories,
with the majority two stories, and i nextent from individual buildings with a single
storefront, tothefour-story Roxboro Building with rmany tenants, with nany "double
brick" buildings, each with individual entrances and storefronts. Their styles
reflect the various nationally popular styles and include Classical Revival, Art
Deco and International, with the majority early 20th century brick commercial build-
ings with relatively simple ornamental details popular throughout thestate. These
brick comrercial buildings aretypical of those built during thefirst quarter of
the 20th century in nmany North Carolina towns of simlar size. The integrity of the
bui ldings ranges from t henearly intact Art Deco Kirby Theatre (#25) and t he Classical
Revival former First National Bank (#48), tothe nore typical New York Fashion/Cole's
Pharmacy (#19) where street level alterations have occurred but upper stories
remain intact, tobuildings such as theMerritt Building (#49) where the original
facade was altered during theearly 20th century, toa fewlike Geen's D anond
Center (#16) where thecondition of theoriginal fabric beneath plastic or metal
repl acement facade i s dubious.

The predom nant historic fabric of theRoxboro Commercial Historic District and
one of itsmost important elements i sthelate 19th and early 20th century commer-
cial architecture. New prosperity and a building boom acconpanied t heconpletion of
the Durham and Lynchburg Railroad serving Roxboro i n1890. Brick becane t hefavored
construction material, with fine decorative brickwork, for theone and two-story
bui I dings which began replacing earlier frame structures. The earliest concentra-
tions of these brick comrercial buildings arefound on thenorth side of the Court
Street between Main and Larmar Streets, including thefour buildings on thenorth
side of Court, west of Lamar, and on t hewest side of North Main Street between
Court and Reans Streets.

The one-story 104 Court Street (#4) c. 1890 and t hetwo-story 36 Court Street
(#11) c. 1890 arelittle altered exanples of theremaining |ate 19th century brick
buildings. The storefront of 104 Court Street retains both itsoriginal formwith
recessed entrance flanked display w ndows, and t heoriginal transom of prism glass
which serves todiffuse light helping illum nate therear of thestore. (Prism
glass transoms ar ea common el ement shared by many of t he buildings throughout t he
district.) An unusual, decorative corbelled and panelled brick parapet with semni -
circular central section i sa promnent feature of this building. Perhapsthe
ol dest, nost nearly original building i nthedistrict i s30 Court Street which
retains itsdouble door entrance with original hardware, flanked by 2/2 store win-
dows sheltered by a full facade wooden cornice supported by decorative brackets.
Al'so interesting i stheMsonic enblemincised i nt hekeystone of thecenter w ndow
on thesecond story, and t he decorative corbelled cornice and eave.

Sone | ate 19th century buildings were remdeled early i nthe20th century. An
exanmple i sthetwo-story Merritt Building at 114 North Main Street (#49). Docunentary
phot ogr aphs show el aborate corbelled tables at t heeave and arched hood nol ds over
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the second story windows. VWhile there are still sixw ndows, the hood nolds have

di sappeared and above them t he facade has been reworked with simpler corbelling.
According t ool d photographs other renodelings of the eaves occurred on 108-110
North Main Street (#51), while #s 50, 52, and 53 received entire replacement brick
facades. The Gothic inspired 1894 Courier Building at 109 Depot Street was denol -
ished i n1976, but one stuccoed pilaster remains as an evocative remant (#46). | t
has blind |ancet arches and decorative sawtooth brickwork at the eave.

The nanes of the builders and devel opers of these early comrercial structures
are largely unknown, with the major exception of J.A Long. Long, who was instru-
mental i n Roxboro's acquiring rail service, developed the entire west side of North
Main Street between Reans and Court Streets between 1891 and 1908. He built first
at each end of the block and then devel oped the vacant lots i nbetween. The double
brick building at 113-117 North Main Street (#19) was constructed i n 1891 as a
specul ative building. The storefrontshave been noderately altered with one retaining
its transom of prism glass, and the second story renodeled during the 1920s with9/1
wi ndows with white corner blocks above panels of herringbone patternbrick. At the
other end of the block, 101 North Main Street (#16) i sthe former People's Bank,
built 1900. Theoriginal fabric i snowconpletely hidden from view by a skinof
perforated alum num sheathing. Docunmentary photographs reveal i twas a handsone
two-story brick building with rough cut granite accents, and topped by an inpressive
bal ustraded dormed cupola, which was renoved i n1965. The other buildings on this
bl ock (#s 17 and 18) were constructed between 1906-1908. Each of Long's buildings
differed i nappearance but they areunified by their two-story scale and decorative
brickwork.

Two of thenost architecturally significant commercial buildingsintown are
the former Rose's Store which also housed the post office at 200 North Miin Street
(#37) constructed i n 1911, and the former First National Bank at 118 North Main
Street (#48) constructed i n1913. Both occupy prom nent angled corner lots at Main
and Depot Streets and are distinctive variationson Classical Revival style comercial
architecture. Thethree-story red brick former Rose's Store, which also housedt he
post office and other offices, features elaborate quoining and paired w ndows with
flat brick arches with [imestone keystones andsills and a robust, nolded metal
cornice with dentils. A Roxboro |andmark, the former First National Bank i s an
impressive two-story blond brick building with abeautiful granite block base, full
hei ght Doric pilasters and an el aborate entablature crowned by a balustraded stone
cornice. Also notable are the polychrone tiles over thetall sem-circular arches
with keystones which mark the first story bays. | ti s agood exanple of the best
comercial architectureof the period.

The decade of the 1920s sawa great deal of commercial building activityi n
Roxboro, with the twoand three-story brick buildings onthe east side of the200
bl ock of North Main Street excellent exanples of the popular style, with red brick
trimmed with white stucco or stone the preferred materials. Thebuildings from
206- 214 North Main Street (#s 32-36) were al | devel oped on speculation i n 1922 by
the team of V. Kaplon, RA Wl ker and T. Qnen Pass. Thebuildings exhibit a uni-
formty of design and decorative brick work with m nor parapet variations. Approxi-
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mately eighteen other simlarly styled and trimmed buildings fromthis era are

located throughout thedistrict and include theWlburn & Satterfield Building at
;100 South Main Street (#55) 1925, t heThonas & Carver Building at 100-102 North Min

Street (#54) 1928 and t he Booker Funeral Hone at 110 Court Street (#2) c. 1920.

Courthouse Square i sthecentral anchor of thedistrict with comercial build-

ing activity surrounding thegovernmental center. Dominating thedistrict i s the

* Dbeautiful Neo-Classical Revival Person County Courthouse, designed by Charles C
Hartman, built by George W Kane, and conpleted i n1930. It i sthefourth court-
house t o occupy t he Square with previous courthouses built 1794, 1824 and 1883. The
four-story rectangular, blond brick building, with itssophisticated and unusual
blend of classical and modernistic ornament was listed i ntheNational Register i n
1979.  The structure adheres totheclassical style with the main elevation articu-
lated into three levels. The first floor i sseparated from t he upper stories by a
masonry belt course of octagonal panels. The main elevation features paired pi -
lasters with flattened and stylized Corinthian caps. Above the main entablaturei s
a crest of shell antefixes. A three-story addition was constructed at therear of
the building i n 1978.

The last architecturally significant and pivotal buildings built I nthe dis-
trict were both constructed by George W Kane i n 1949 and ar e nei ghbors on the west
side of the200 block of North Main Street (#s 24 and 25). The Kirby Theatre and
the Roxboro Building present a strong, aggressively mbdern architectural statement
in acomercial district domnated by buildings fromthefirst quarter of the 20th
century, and speak eloquently of post World Vér | | economic prosperity. The four-
story International Style Roxboro Building at 201 North Main Street (#24) i s an
important element i ntheconmmercial district due toitssize and prom nent |ocation
at the NWcorner of Main and Reans Streets. Originally conmissioned as office space
for t heRoxboro Cotton Mills, thebuilding presents an asymmetrically balanced
composition with the main, four-story block at thesouth (left) and a two-story
block at thenorth (right). The horizontal enphasis of the main block i saccentu-
ated by alternatingbands of buff and black cut stone panels and bands of metal
trimed windows. The recessed corner entrance is marked with a fluted alum num
colum, and sleek, fluted metal trim  Streamined stainless steel trim i salso used
in theinterior i nthelobby and elevator. The Kirby Theatre at 209-217 North Min
Street (#25) i sa handsone, intact Art Deco theatre. The main elevation is high-
lighted by fluted vertical concrete ornament. The building retains theoriginal
mar quee and sign, entrance and free standing round ticket booth. A smaller, but
interesting variationon the noderne thene i sthetwo-story conmercial buildingat
116 South Main Street (#60) c. 1950 with vertical and horizontal bands of glass
bricks and ribbed alumnum trimed storefront.

Intrusions i nthedistrict arefew, and include a service station and taxi
stands (#s 6, 31, and 62) and recent comrercial buildings (#s61, 66 and 70). Non-
contributing elements include later remodelings such as t hebank building at 112
North Main Street (#50), where theentire brick facade of an ol der building has been
replaced. The Intrusions do not severely detract fromtheoverall inpression of the
district. The Roxboro Commercial HistoricDistrict survives as a clear and consistent
statement of therole of Roxboro as a county commercial and governmental center.
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I N\VENTCRY LI ST - ROBRO COMMERD AL H STCR C D STR CT, PERSON GANIY

The following inventory list includes all properties located within t heRoxboro Gm

mercial Historic District, keyed by nunber t ot heinventory nap.

Dati ng; Dates ar ebased oninformation available from Sanborn Insurance Maps f or
Roxboro: 1894, 1900, 1905, 1914, 1925, from docunmentary photographsi n the
Centennial Edition of the"Courier-Times", Dec, 1982, photographs and busi -
ness histories i nPerson County Heritage, andfrom news stories i nthe var-

i ous Roxboro newspapers, 1881-1982.
Assessnent : Al'l properties arecoded by letter astotheir relativevalue withinthe

district, andthese assessnents are, i nturn, coded ontheinventory nap.
The following i san assessnment key:

P - Pivotal Those properties which, because of their histori-
cal, architectural and/or cultural characteristics,
play a primary, central or "pivotal" role i nestab-
lishing thequalities forwhichthedistricti s
significant.

C - Contributing Those properties which, while not pivotal, are
supportive of, andcontribute to, thehistorical,
architectural and/or cultural characteristicsfor
which thedistrict i s significant.

F - Fill Those properties which have neither an especially

positive nor an especially negative inmpact on the
general characteristics of the district.

Intrusive Those properties which have a definite negative
impact onthehistorical, architectural and/or
cultural characteristics forwhich thedistrict
is significant.
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Person County Courthouse

Courthouse Square, Main Street (bounded by Abbitt, Lamar, and Court)
1930 (National Register, 1979)

P

Four-story, rectangul ar, blond brick building designed by Charles C Hartnan'-*
and built by CGeorge W Kane. Unusual i nits combination of classical and nod-
ernistic ornanment, but adhering totheclassical style with the nmain elevation
articulated into three levels. The striated first floor i sseparated fromthe
upper stories by a masonry belt course of octagonal panels. The main facade
features paired pilasters with flattened and stylized Corinthiancaps. Thetwo
nearly uninterrupted floors of windows have been filled i nas have those ont he
side elevations. The attic level, located above the main entablaturei s topped
by a crest of shell antefixes.

The interior i s mrked by an understated use of classical and geometric orna-
ment. Tan ceramc bricks line thefirst floor walls and thefloor i slaidin
mosai ¢ squares of multi-color tiles. The second floor courtroom has an art -
deco flavor evident i nthe herring-bone patterned ceiling and i ntherecti-
linearity of thew ndow openings. The sophisticated blend of classical and
moderni stic styles has been continued i ntheinterior, creating a cohesive and
conprehensi ve design. (From t heNational Register nomnation.) Stone belt
courses mark thethree-story 16,000 square foot addition built at therearin
1978 t ohouse county admnistrative offices and a new courtroom

This i sthefourth courthouse built on this square, with previous courthouses
erected 1794, 1824, 1883.

Commercial Building Booker Funeral Hone

110 Court Street

c. 1920 ‘ '

C ' ' \

One-story brick commercial building with a parapet and panels of herringbone
brickwork accented with white stucco dianmonds and bl ocks. Four-bay storefront
surmounted by a transom of prismglass and metal cornicewith dentils.

Commerci al Building , Dl V
Realty Wrld and City Barber Shop

106- 108 Court Street

c. 1900

C, S o . o
Two-Story brick, common bond structure with sinple corbelled brick cornice.
the second story are 6/6 sash replacenent wi ndows with concrete sills over real
estate office which occupies thewest (or left) half of building, and original
9/1 windows at theright. Storefronts arelighted by full width transom of
colored prismglass.
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4. Commercial Building
104 Court Street
€.1890

o' C

Ore of the town's oldest little altered commercial buildings. One-story, 15
common bond brick building. Decorative corbelled and panelled brick parapet
with semicircular central section. Moderately reworked storefront topped by
split band of prism glass, under a molded metal cornice.

5. Former Service Station
Corner Court and Larmar Streets (fronting on Lamar) 101 N Lanar
c. 1930
C

Simple, considerably altered Mssion Style former service station with stucco
walls painted tanandredtile roof and coping. Two bay garage portionat
right has been extended with concrete block addition t oaccommodatecity fire
trucks. Original two-bay office portion i sslightly recessed and outlined by
curved arch,.

6. City Taxi Office/Stand
42 Court Street
undet erm ned age
\

he room taxi stand, sheathed i nstanding seammetal.

o 7. Thonpson' s Di ner

38 Court Street

undet erm ned age, post-VWorld Vér |17?
- F

One-story, rectangular, four-bay wide, two-bay deep diner, man facade partially
sheathed with riveted cast iron plates. Curved brick wall at west (or left)
elevation. New shed roof built on top of original arched roof. Metal awning
shelters main entrance.

8. Commercial Building
George's Pool Room
36 Court Street

c. 1926
C .
Handsome, two-story brick, little altered commercial building featuring crene-

lated parapet enriched by decorative corbelled panels with granite corner
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bl ocks. Robust, nearly full facade nolded metal cornice over five original 4/1
doubl e hung sash windows with granite corner blocks. Recessed main entrance
flanked by display wi ndows. Ghost signs painted on western elevation for
"Pepsi - Col a."

9. Commrerci al Building
34 Court Street

c. 1915

C

One-story blond brick structure topped by curved parapet with central stucco
panel . Full facade nolded metal cornice with dentils and prismglass (painted
white) over storefront covered with board-and-batten siding and replacement
doors.

10. Conmercial Building Roxboro
Secretarial and Bookkeeping Services
32 Court Street
c. 1905
C

Handsome, two-story brick commercial building. Altered storefront and replace-
ment entrance, first floor. Richly detailed decorative brick work, second story
including corbel tables at eaves, cross-patternedpanel and four 6/6 sash

w ndows outlined inbrick with robust, pyram dal granite corner bl ocks.

«
11, Conmmerci al Building
30 Court Street
c. 1890
P

Little altered, two-story, three-bay, brick commercial structure, probablythe
ol dest Intact building i nthe historic district. Stuccoed storefront with
large 2/2 windows and transoned double door entrance with original hardware

. sheltered by full facade wood cornice supported by decorative brackets. Light-
ing thesecond story arethree 3/1 double hung windows (c. 1920 repl acement
sashes) with concrete sills and slightly curved concrete hood nol ds centered
with keystone. The center wi ndow s keystone i sincised with the Masonic enbl em
Decorative corbelling above t he windows and at t he eave.

12. Commercial Building
Henry Ely & Associates and Variety Record Store
26-28 Court Street
c. 1890
C
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Two-story, 1:5 common bond brick building, two storefronts, each with recessed
entrance with flanking display windows. Original prism glass renmains over
entrance tostore at west (left). Five 2/2 sash wi ndows accented by arches of
contrasting light colored brick, with a string course of thesane brick echoing
the arches, just above t hew ndows. Eave decorated with brick dentils and
corbelling.

Commercial Building

Jackson & Hicks, Attorneys

22 Court Street

c. 1890 — storefront redone at upper story c. 1925
C

Two-story brick building with storefront renmpdeled i nrecent years; upper story
facade appears todate from 1920s. Brick belt course below six 6/1 sash win-
dows with flat arches and sinple corbelled cornice.

Commerci al Building
R & S Sporting Goods
20 Court Street

c. 1890

F

Simple corbelled cornice all that remains in view of original main elevation of
this two-story brick commercial building. Replacenent facade first floor of
pebbl e dash concrete panels and on t he second floor, vertical alumnum panels.

Commerci al Building
Toufie's Eatwell Cafe
16 Court Street

c. 1890

C

Plain brick two-story, three-bay commercial building. Sinple corbelled cor-
nice, twoslightly arched windows at second story. First floor facade with
bl ack gl ass panels surrounding entrance and flanking display wi ndows. Brick
bel ow wi ndows is building's nost recently installed feature.

Former People's Bank
Geen's Danond Center
101 N Main Street
1900

C

The contributing status of this building is dependent on the condition of the
building's original fabric, which is completely hidden from view by a sheathing
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17.

18.

19.

of green perforated aluminum. Remodeled, 1978. Constructed in 1900, the
building is historically important to the town as the site, until 1949, of J.A.
Long's People's Bank. OIld photos show it was a handsome two-story brick build-
ing with rough-cut granite accents, topped by an impressive balustraded, domed
cupola (cupola removed, 1965). Square brick posts marked the recessed corner
entrance, and the only remaining vestige of the former bank are the granite
bases for these posts and a portion of the granite foundation.

Commercial Building

Cato's and Thompson-Allen Insurance Co.
105-107 N. Main Street

1908

C

Both storefronts onthis two-story painted brick building have been renpdel ed
and a large white, ribbed alumnum replacement facade covers the South (left)
two-thirds of thebuilding's second story. The second story north (right)
portion displays theoriginal facade with pedinmented parapet, brick pilasters
corbelled string courses and shuttered windows with rough-cut granite sills and
lintels. d dphotos reveal thew ndows are 1/1. Leggett's Department Store
operated here from 1928-1970. Replacing theoriginal striped, cloth awiingare,
on theleft a pent roof, andontheright, aflat metal awning. The contribu-
tion of 105N Min (Cato's) tothedistrict's significance i sdependent on the
condition of theoriginal fabric underneath the alumnum

Commercial Building

Thonmas & Oakley Drugs and Fogelraan's Men's Shop
109-111 N Main Street

1906

C

Two-story, twostorefront, white painted brick building. Second story w ndows
are obscured by replacement facade material. Sinple corbelled string courses.
Extensively reworked store entrances sheltered by metal awnings. Drugstore has
an interesting c. 1950 neon sign. J.A Long hadthis building constructed, as
he di d every other building onthis block of Main, between 1900-1908. A rmen's
clothing store has operated here continuously since 1906.

Commercial Building

N Y. Fashion and Cole's Pharmacy
113-117 N. Main Street

1891 — main facade remodeled 1920s
C

Two-story brick building with twostorefronts, divided by entrance andstairs
to thesecond story. Mdlded metal cornice tops 9/1 sash wi ndows with corner
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20.

21.

o 22.

23.

blocks. Below their concrete sills are panels of herringbone patterned brick
centered with stucco diamond. Clothing store at south (left), and center
entrance retain transoms of prism glass. Good example of 1920s ornamental
brickwork.

Brick Warehouse

21 Reams Street

C.1920 W e =" o« A
C

Plain brick three-story, five-bay warehouse (appears 1925 Sanborn nmap as stor-
age). Left bay i sarched entry providing drive through access totherear of
the building. Double garage doors of diagonal tongue and groove boards.
Second and third floors lighted by five, 9/9 sash w ndows.

Conmmercial Building

The A d Time Shop Antiques \
23 Reans Street

¢. 1920

C

Two-story, white painted brick, plain comrercial building. Transomed entrance
with sidelights, flanked by original storefront, topped by wide, 13 Iight
transom Second story |ighted by three, 9/1 sash windows. Office of the
"Courier-Times" 1957-1973. Recent storefront renmodeling i ncolonial revival
style.

Commercial  Building
Roxboro G ass Conpany
25 Reans Street

c. 1926

C

One-story three-bay brick conmercial building with a panel of cross-patterned
brick framed by soldier courses. Sidelighted garage entrance and plate glass
W ndows.

Commercial Building
27 Reans Street

c. 1912

F

Plain, one-story painted brick structure, built as a garage and currently
undergoi ng adaptation toofficeuse.
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24.  Roxboro Building

25.

26.

Pope's and First Union National Bank, variety of other tenants
201 N Main Street

1949

P

Four-story, International Style office building, constructed 1949 by George W
Kane for t he Roxboro Cotton Mills. An important element i nthe comercial
district with itssize and promnent |ocation at NWcorner of Reans and N Min
Street (former site of Pioneer Tobacco Warehouse). Asymmetrically balanced
conposition with main four-story block of alternating buff andblack bands of
cut  stone panels, broken by bands of metal trimmed w ndows. Fluted alum num
colum and sl eek fluted metal trim at recessed corner storefront entrance. Two
story block at north (right) houses bank and features a promnent clockand
vertical band of small double, window-like recessed panels of dark stone.
the interior, thelobby features walls of pink/tanmarble, stainless steel

grills with geometric pattern, original mall slot with angular noderne letter-
ingg, fedfromtheupper floors by Cutler brass trimmed chutes. Streamined
stainless steel handrail i nelevator. On upper floors, painted metal base-

boards and handsore stai ned wood and gl ass office doors.

Kirby Theatre
209-217 N Main Street
1949

Handsorre two-story blond brick Art Deco theatre constructed 1949 by George W
Kane. Fluted vertical concrete facade ornament, original theatre marquee,
topped with KIRBY sign of individual |ight bulbs, original entrance and round
ticket booth. Eleven straight headed, three-part metal trimed awning-type

wi ndows |ight thesecond story. Sone noderate alteration of first floor store-
fronts, but nost retain fluted metal trim Theatre retains original glassand
wood doors and metal "coming attractions" boxes. This building andt heneigh-
boring Roxboro Building present a strong statement of post World Vér | | economc
prosperity and t hestream ined architectural fashions of that period.

Conmmerci al Building

Qustom Framing and Creative Crafts
221 N Min Street

c. 1912

C

An interesting contrast t ot heaggressively nmodern Roxboro Building andKirby
Theatre, i sthis two-story, four-bay brick coimercial building with altered
first floor storefront. WMblded, decorative metal cornice with dentils, and
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27.

28.

29.

30.

corner antefixes at eave. Corbelled brick panel. On the second story, 1/1
sash windows with metal hood molds flank a transomed double glass and wood
door, which formerly opened onto a balcony.

Commercial Building

Real estate office and barber shop

221 A and 221 B N. Main Street

c. 1912 /
C

One-story brick building with nodest stepped parapet and decorative granite
bl ocks. Altered storefronts. Working barber pole serves as sign for barber
shop.

Office Building

Honme Security Life Insurance
223 N Main Street

c. 1950

F

One-story, three-bay, simple brick, common bond office building

Commercial Building
225 N Main Street
c. 19507

F

Plain one-story, three-bay, brick, common bond comercial building with altered
storefront.

Long Menorial United Methodist Church
226 N Min Street

1920

P

Anchoring thenorthern edge of t he Comrercial Historic District i sthis hand-
sone two-story Gothic inspired brick church with rusticated stone trim The
congregation was founded i n1922 and built it sfirst church at theintersection
of theSouth Boston and Virgilina H ghways. The site of thepresent church
property was conveyed i n 1854 and a small one roomwhite frame church was
erected on thethree-quarter acre site. 1n 1906 J.A Long purchased this
building and nmoved i ttolonghurst, a small outlying comunity. A new brick
church was built that year and served thecongregation until thepresent church
replaced i ti n 1920.
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31.

32.

33.

Stone trim is used lavishly on theredbrick of thepresent church. The stone
accents the buttresses and serves tocreate helt courses and water table.
Stone marks t hegable ends and eaves of t heprojecting corner towers with their
curvilinear parapets. The offset main entrance i srecessed and sheltered by a
portico with three buttressed Gothic arches. The main sanctuary i s fan-shaped
with avaulted ceiling. Heavy turned oak balusters surround thepulpit area
and theGothic inspired carved pews arealso oak. The bright sanctuaryi s
lighted by several notable stained glass wi ndows, sone taken fromthe 1906
church. The three story 1954 education building at therear also has stone
capped buttresses and blends well with t hechurch.

Former Filling Station
Roxboro Taxi Stand/Office
220 N Main Street

c. 1960

\

VWhite, one-story former filling staton with two-bay garage area.

Commercial building
Penny Furniture Qo.
214 N Min Street
1922

C

Two-story brick commercial building with replacement storefront and metal
canopy. Stucco trinmed 9/1 second story windows with corner blocks, below a
mol ded metal cornice. Cross-patterned brick panel with corner blocks i npoint-
ed parapet with concrete coping.

This building and t heneighboring buildings at 212, 210, 208 and 206 N Main
Street were developed i n 1922 by V. Kaplon, RA Walker and T. Onen Pass and
exhibit auniformty of design and masonry worKk.

Commerci al Building
Person Furniture Co.
212 N Main Street
1922

C

Simlar to214 N Min, but with parapet panel formed by brick headers. Build-
ing i snarrower than 214 N Min and has slightly different w ndow grouping on
the second floor. Replacement storefront.
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34. Commercia Building
Person Furniture Co. Annex
210 N. Man Street
1922
C

Two-story brick commercial building with crenelated parapet with concrete
coping anddecorative brick panel. Heavy molded metal cornice over second
story replacement windows with corner blocks. Wde band of prism glass over
repl acement storefront with metal canopy.

35.  Commercial Building
Desert Sand Rock & Rol |
206 N Main Street
1922
C

Two-story brick comercial building. Replacement storefront w ndows boarded
over with panelling. Above thebroad prism glass transom i sa profusion of
pyram dal white stone corner blocks, stuccoed diamonds and panels andbrick
parapet with concrete coping.

36. Commercial building
The Bootery
2060 N Main Street
1922
C

Handsorre three-story brick commercial building, very simlar to 208N Min,

but with theaddition of athird story anda deep metal cornice near thetop of
the crenelated parapet supported by paired brackets. Incongruous shake pent
roof shades t hereplacement storefront.

37, Former Rose's Store andUS Post Office
200 N Main Street
1911
P

I mpressive three-story brick Classical Revival comrercial building, built 1911
for J.C and WT. Pass, J.A Long, Jr. andWA Wody. I nplan the building
conforms t oitsunusual angled corner | ot which slopes downhill along Depot
Street. Post Office entrance was on Depot wtih retail stores fronting on Main.
Rose's Store occupied thefirst floor from 1919-1962. Segmenting thebuilding
is brick quoining, with yellow brick used onthefirst floor. Wndows are
paired with flat brick arches with |imestone keystone ndsills. Robust nol ded
metal cornice with dentils.



NPS Form 10-900-a t OMB No. 1024-0018

(342)

Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS us* only

National Register of Historic Places received

inventory—Nomination Form date entered

Continuation sheet Inventory List [tem number 7 Page 15
38. Commercial Building

39.

40.

41.

Fox's Suzuki Motorcycles
110 Depot Street

c. 1910
C
Two-story, rectangular brick comercial building, Iittle altered other than

repl acement display w ndows. 1914 Sanborn map shows this building used for
carriage and harness sales and farm inplements. Decorative corbelled cornice
of contrasting brick. Eight, 9/1 sash wi ndows, second story. Two storefronts
divided by slightly offset original wood double door entrance set in brick
arch. Transons of prism glass top this door and the storefronts.

Commercial  Building

Schewel s House (furniture warehouse)
120 Depot Street

¢. 1950

One-story brick veneer building with transom of glass bricks over store wi ndow
trimmed with corrugated alumnum Sinulated quoining done with projecting
single course of bricks. Recessed garage at west (left) with overhead doors.

Commercial Building

Mbore's Antiques and Children's Closet
112 Depot Street

c. 1925

C

Two-story brick commercial building. Corbelled cornice, replacement storefront
and ill-fitting replacement second story w ndows. Building victimzed by
unfortunate attempt to"colonialize" its details.

Former Comunity Hospital
133 Depot Street

c. 1890

C

Mich altered two-story, five-bay, triple pile, brick, hip roofed house. At -
tached shed roofed porch carried on tapered wooden posts set onbrick piers.
Originally owied by Col. Dan Andrews, colorful local citizen, who ran a barroom
and distillery. 1 n1937the hone was converted into a sixteen-bed hospital
with operating room |t functioned as the Community Hospital wuntil 1950, when
a newhospital was built outside the downtown district. Now serves as the
Roxboro Hotel, apartments.



NPS Form 10-900a ' e /: , ++ OMB No. 1024-0018
CcM2) . .- Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received
inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Inventory List Item numfc)er 7 Page 16

42. Commercia Building
Berry's Appliances .
127 Depot Street
Do c. 1928
- C
Two-story brick comercial building with alumnum trimed replacement store-
front. Six4/1sash windows with corner blocks Iight thesecond story. Three
smal | towers project above theflat parapet with concrete coping.

43.  Commercial Building .
Verna's Clothing and Elam s Fram ng
. 123 Depot Street .
post-World Vér | |
° F ,

One-story brick conmercial building with plain white stucco cornice over double
storefront.

44, Seni or Center -
121 A Depot Street
c. 1900

C .'. L N .'0'-? o -

Two-story brick warehouse, once part of t heHyco Tobacco Warehouse conpl ex, now
used as Senior Citizen Center. Second story w ndows bricked in. MNew pent roofs
shelter replacement entrances and wi ndows, first floor. Seven bays deep with
stepped roofline.

45, Commercial Building
Harris Department Store, optometrist, bookstore
111-117 Depot Street

CC 1914 ° - ’ ° 1 1 °® 1 i 1 I

Handsone, |arge block of two-story brick comercial building with four adjoin-
ing storefronts (three near original, oneintrusively altered with pent roof
and "colonial" storefront). Unified by pointed parapets with crenelations and
concrete coping, enlivened with stuccoed di anonds and rectangles. Full facade
mol ded metal cornice with original gutters. Sixover one sash windows. Tran-
som of prism glass over three of thestorefronts.

46. Stuccoed Pilaster
De remmant of Courier Building
109 Depot Street
1894
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Ore pilaster remains from the 1894 Gothic inspired stuccoed brick building
which was built for The Roxboro Courier. Building demolished in 1976 to pro-
vide access to parking. An evocative remnant, the pilaster features blind
lancet arches and sawtooth brickwork at the eave, suggestive of chimney cap.

47. The Newells Jewelry
107 Depot Street
1914

C.

Charming small, three-bay, two-story painted white brick jewelry store. (1914
Sanborn map al so shows jewelry store here.) Crenellated parapet above three

brick panels and three boarded over w ndows, second story. Rusticated concrete
quoining, first floor, with storefront framed by black glass panels. Interest-
ing c. 1938projecting neon sign with clock. Neon signage also onnmetal canopy.

48, Former First National Bank
H & R Bl ock
118 N Main Street
1913

[ ] [ J P

| nposing two-story blond brick commercial building occupying unusual angled
corner | ot at Depot and Main. Distinctive Classical Revival buildingwith well
executed granite block base andrichly articulated facade with full height Doric
pilasters and Ronan entablature with balustraded stone cornice. Polychrome
tiles over semicircular arches with keystones defining first story bays. od
exampl e of t he best commercial architecture of theperiod. This building and
the Classical Revival former Rose's across thestreet, arethe nost architec-
turally significant comercial buildings i nthedistrict. ;

49.  Merritt Building
W se Fashions
114 N Main Street
1888 L.
C

J

Constructed 1888 by J.S. Merritt as speculative building, housed People's Bank
1891-1900. Two-story white painted brick, with replacement storefront and
metal canopy. Decorative corbelled cornice above six shuttered windows. Old
photos reveal that the facade has been altered, early twentieth century.

‘ Originally the building had corbelled tables at the eave and arched hood molds
over the windows. Original decoratively molded brick sidewalk in front of
store remains.
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50. Central CarolinaBank

51.

52.

53.

54,

112 N Main Street
repl acement facade c. 1965
F

Two-story bank with blond brick replacement facade, with marble-like stone
panels on first floor. Awning w ndows, second story.

Commerci al Building

The Village Gate and Foushee's Men's Store
108-110 N Main Street

c. 1900

C

Two-story white painted brick conmercial building with sinmple stepped parapet.
Sheltering thethree large second story shuttered windows i san interesting
mol ded metal cornice with dentils and applied brackets with geometric design.
Surmounting thereplacement storefronts i sanother nmolded metal cornice with
graceful curved brackets. Pressed tinceiling remiins i nFoushee's clothing
store at south (right).

Commer cial Buil ding

Carney's

106 N Main Street

c. 1910, replacenent facade of undeterm ned age
F

Two-story, three-bay brick comrercial building with plain brick replacement
facade and storefront with metal canopy. Three second story w ndows boarded
over.

Conmerci al Building

Attorney's office .
104 N Main Street

facade replacement of undeterm ned age

F

Two-story comercial building abusively altered, first with replacement facade
of thin bricks, then largely covered with blue vinyl (form ca?) panels divided
by metal strips.

Thomas & Carver Building

LC s Clothing and Flower and Gift Shop
100 and 102 N Main Street

1928

C
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Attractive two-story comrercial building with simple, but pleasingbrick work.
Stepped parapet and corbelled cornice. Incised stone nane and date panel i n

concrete coped parapet. Eight, 9/1 wi ndows, second story.

fronts divided by central door tosecond story.

55. W lburn & Satterfield Building

Bl al ock's

100 S Main Street
1925

C

Repl acerment store-

Two-story brick conmercial building with incised stone nane and date panel i n
sinple flat parapet with concrete coping. Six, 6/6 sash w ndows bel ow a nol ded

metal cornice. Replacenent storefront, metal canopy.
obscured by form ca panel replacement facade. Original

First floor largely
green and white tile

floor i nsouth (right) doorway which provides access t o second story.

56. Conmercial Building
Geen's Jewelers
106 S Main Street
c. 1920
C

Two-story brick comrercial building with concrete coped curvilinear parapet.
Ml ded metal cornicewith dentils and triglyphs. Below theclassicallyin-
spired cornice, theentire facade i sobscured by ribbed alum num panel and
replacement storefront of formca panels. Colored glass brick sidewalk laidi n

concrete grid remains.

57.  Commercial Building
Fl ea Market
108 S Main Street
c. 1920
C

Two-story commercial building, replacement storefront
Boarded over second story w ndows with corner bl ocks.
tangl es and di anonds decorate t hesinmple stepped parapet.

nounced brick pilasters.

58. Conmercial Building
Insurance/attorney office
112 S. Main Street
c. 1920
G

with metal canopy.
Stuccoed squares, rec-

Ful | height pro-



NPS Form 10 900 a , OMB No. 1024-0018

pArx Exp 10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Inventory List Item numt>er 7 Page 20

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

Simple two-story brick commercial building with molded metal cornice over four
second story flat arched windows. Replacement storefront with ribbed auminum
canopy topped by transom of green prism glass.

Commercial Building
Massey's Department Store
114 S Main Street

c. 1930

C

Plain, two-story brick, 1.5 common bond, commercial building with paired 4/1
windows with flat arches. Replacenent storefront framed by deteriorating black
gl ass panel s.

Commerci al Building

Nina's School of Dance, and Appliance store
116 S Main Street

c. 1950

C

Interesting, asymmetrically arranged two-story commercial building with some
Moderne el enents: smooth facade of grey cut-stone panels, paired metal trimred
awni ng-type wi ndows on second story, vertical band of glass blocks over |eft
bay with its tile entryway t osecond story. Horizontal band of glass blocks
topping ribbed alumnumtrim over original storefront at right.

Leggett Departnment Store
124 S Main Street

1971

I

One-story beige brick department store with central recessed entrance flanked
by doubl e display windows. Ribbed alumnum pent roof. Former site of Wnstead
Tobacco Warehouse.

Filling Station
136 S Main Street

c. 1960 <
|

Porcelain panelled service station with canopy and two garage bays.

Roxboro Baptist Church

202 S Main Street *
1950

F
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Three-story, three-bay by seven-bay. Classical Revival, brick veneer church
with pedimented attached portico carried by four monumental Corinthian columns
and pilasters. Asphalt shingle roof crowned by steeple. Windows on the main
facade with flat arches and keystones. Neighboring three-bay Education Build-
ing features pedimented gable with returns and flattened Corinthian inspired
pilasters. Recent brick and glass additon to Education Building at rear.

64. Former U.S. Post Office
Piedmont Technical College-Educational Opportunity Center
208 S. Main Street
1936
C ,

Typical WPA-built, Colonial Revival, one-story with basement, brick veneer 15
common bond, public building. Five-bays wide, five-bays deep. Flat roof with
concrete coping. Double door main entrance with fluted pilasters supporting
classical entablature with triglyphs, metopes, and guttae. Twelve over twelve
sash windows. Loading dock at rear.

65. Commercia Building
Lewis Furniture and Long's Men's Store
117-123 S. Main Street
c. 1920
c . ,

Two-Story brick conmercial building shared by twostores. Crenelated stepped
parapet with white stucco diamond and rectangl e decoration, concrete coping
with shield shaped antefixes. Below the mlded metal cornice, themin eleva-
tion i sobscured by replacement, perforated alum num sheathing. Replacenent
storefronts. This i stheonly original brick building left on this block,
which has largely been taken over by t he 1964 Rose's t othe north and a park-
ing lottothe south.

66. Rose's
[1ls. Miin Street
1964
[ [ ] I

One-story, brick veneer variety store. The Main Street elevation i s covered by
perforated alum num sheathing and pebble dash concrete panels. Themain entrance
is set at a diagonal, at the corner of Main and Abbitt. Abbitt Street facade

is redbrick veneer. Site of former Hotel Jones.

67. Commercial Building
Attorney's Offices, Gift Shop, Beauty Shop
25-31 Abbitt Street
c. 1940

N
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68.

69,

70.

Plain, one-story, painted brick comrercial building with metal canopy.

Farmer's Supply
35 Abbitt Street
1937

C

Two-story painted brick commercial building, with central entrance flanked by
tw large display windows on either side. Second story lighted by thirteen9/1
paired sash windows. Constructed 1937 by George W Kane for Claude T. Hall.
Farmer's Supply since 1943.

Commercial Building

Val u-Pak Drugs and Wl son's Market
41-43  Abbitt Street

1950

F

One-story plain blond brick cormercial building. Plate glass storefront, with
met al canopy.

Wtfield s Barber Shop
45 Abbitt Street

c. 1965

\

Smal |, one-story brick barber shop. Min entrance on Abbitt Building conforns
to corner lot with plate glass wi ndow on the diagonal.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _ religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 X agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music ' humanitarian
JS_1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
. invention other (specify)
Specific dates Various Bui | der/ Architect Vari ous/ unknown

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Roxboro Commercial Historic District enconpasses 70 conmercial and govern-
mental buildings located within a conpact, architecturallyunified and |argely
intact eight block area, centered around t he Courthouse Square highlighted by a
handsorme 1930 Neo- Cl assical Courthouse with a sophisticated blend of classical and
moderni stic ornament. The structures within thedistrict represent historically and
architecturally significant buildings i nthis small, piedmont county seat and com
mercial center. The area comprising thedistrict i sassociated with Roxboro's slow
growth as a government seat and nodest trading center for therural population after
Person County's formation i n1792. The construction of theDurham& Lynchburg Rail -
road serving Roxboro precipitated a major period of growth from 1890-1914, with
other significant periods of building activity occurring between 1920 and 1930 and
during thelate 1940s. The buildings i nthedistrict reflect the various, locally
popul ar architectural styles, and include Classical Revival and Art Deco, with a
predom nance of early twentieth century vernacular brick comrercial buildings.
Commercial prosperity cane | ate t o Roxboro and architectural changes occurred slow
ly. Mst of thestructures representative of thetown's primary growth periods,
remain intact and continue i n use, with fewintrusions or infill buildings. In
Roxboro's architecture can be seen thegrowth patterns which transformed theisolat-
ed hamet into thelively governmental and commercial center of Person County.

Criteria Assessnent:

A Associated with theorigins and subsequent growth of Roxboro as a government al
and commercial center of Person County during thenineteenth and twentieth
centuries.

The buildings within t heRoxboro Commercial Historic District arerepresenta-
tive of thedistinctivecharacteristics of the various locally popular building
styles, and include Classical Revival and Art Deco, with a predom nance of
early twentieth century vernacular brick comercial structures. The conpact
and unified district islargely intact, with fewintrusions. The architecture
is representative of the major periods of building activity: 1890-1914, t he
1920s and t hel ate 1940s.

My be likely toyield Information important in history or prehistory.
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see continuation sheets
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state XX local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
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Person County, named for Revolutionary Vr Brigadier CGeneral Thonas Person and
located i nthenorth central portion of North Carolina's piednont region, was carved
from nei ghboring Caswell County i n1792. For twoyears after itsformationthenew
county temporarily established its court at the horme of John Paine i nthe Paine's
Tavern area, four m|es south of what would become t hecounty seat of Roxboro.
County Commi ssioners were appointed and their first duty s to locate and build a
courthouse and ot her public buildings for thenew county.

In Septenber, 1792, Conmi ssioner Stephen Moore's son, Denpsey, donated si X
acres of land, located alnost exactly i nthecenter of Person County, as a pernmanent
site of thenew courthouse at a crossroad hanmlet then called Mccasin Gp. The new
town, located on a rocky hill outlined by avalley crossed by an ancient buffalo
trail, was probably naned by Janes W IIliamson, a promnent citizen, farmer and
merchant, and a native of Angus County, Scotland. He called i t Roxborough, after a
Scottish shire on theEnglish border.

Ne first courthouse and jail, both | og structures, were completed i n January,
I, 1794. Repairs tothebuildings were made i n 1797 and nore extensive repairs were
made between 1810 and 1812 — including construction of thejailer's room |ocated

five feet fromthejail so that thejailer would no linger have t o endure"t he
nauseous and di sagreeabl e scent common toall goals."

A second courthouse replaced theearly | ogstructure i n1824. Rectangularin
plan, the brick courthouse was fifty-two feet long, thirty-four feet wide, resting
on a solid brick foundationwith brick partitions between t hecourt room andtwo
jury rooms. The hip roofed building boasted panelled doors and eighteen |ight
wi ndows with interior trim painted a stylish "skyblue."

VWil e Roxboro nay have had a fashionablecourthouse i n1824, i twas hardly a
fashionable town. For many years after itsfounding, thetowm served as little nore
than a crossroads trading center for theisolated, rural, tobacco-grow ng county and
contained a fewstores, a tavern and several warehouses clustered on t hepublic lots
surrounding thecourthouse.

In Person County t heextent of comrerce prior to 1830 seens t o have revol ved
around thehalf dozen merchants who rancountry stores. According t o Stuart Wight,
by "1835this list had expanded [with nine other merchants] who ranretail stores in
the county. Thomas Vébb had an additional store i nRoxboro and appears tobethe
only retailer there at thetime." Itinerant peddlers or vendors augmentedt he
retailers with their business probably confined tocourt, nuster, or election days.

The 1824 courthouse (andtwo subsequent courthouses on t hesame |ot, one built
1883 i ntheVictorian Gothic style, and t hepresent 1930 Neo-Cl assical one) and t he
surrounding lots formed thecore of theComercial Historic District which expanded
very slowly along t heMin Street until the boom expansion years, 1890-1914. There
seens t ohave been |ittle real estate activity i nRoxboro during thefirst quarter
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. of thenineteenthcentury, other than t hepurchase by t he Conm ssioners of several
lots surrounding thegublic square during theconstruction of t he 1824 courthouse,
enlarging t he square.

During thefirst half of the nineteenthcentury. North Carolina became popu-
larly known as "the Ri p Van Wnkle State" and Person County and Roxboro were no
exception tothis socially and econom cally somolent condition. Qe first-person
account of thecharacter of thetowm i ntheperiod before theCivil Vér described i t
as "almost a frontier. High hills east and south, and hills and sullen streans
north and west had always shut [its] people i nand discouraged intercourse with
other comunities . . . streams were frequently flooded and inpassable. The few.
bridges were often washed away. The roads were bad and getting worse. "

The popul ationof Person County declined from 10,027 i n 1830t 09,790 i n 1840.
Both agriculture and comrerce suffered and t heculture of tobacco, historically the
area's main cash crop, fell off. Conpetition grew fromwestern states such as M ssouri
and Texas, which claimed not only a growing share of thetobacco market, but nany of
Person County's young men who m grated west t oseek their fortunes.

AR Foushee, who grew up on a farm near Roxboro, chose i n1853 t onove into
the village of Roxboro, where he would remain for therest of hislong life, achiev-
ing success as a merchant and thereby becoming one of thetown's promnent citizens.
In 1917 t helocal newspaper, t heRoxboro Courier, asked Foushee torecord his "Rem -
ni scences" of Iife i nRoxboro from 1853-1917, and with his prodigious menory for
people and events, he produced a remarkable document detailing therise of Roxboro
from a crossroads hamet tothelively center of coomerce i nPerson County. He
wrote of his arrival at age fourteen i n1853 towrk as aclerk at Geen D
Satterfield' s store i nRoxboro which then had fewer than 250 inhabitants:

The village of Roxboro sat upon therugged hills i nthecenter of the
county. Here was t hecourthouse and whatever currents of the outside
world swept into this hilly, secluded country eddied i nthe village.

[t saw the visiting judge and | awyer from other towns, t he preacher
had know edge of far-off places; trade and business brought thither
all thecounty t o exchange ideas and commodities; theslave dealer
from 'down south' stopped over occasionally, thestage coach every
other day or sowith thenoise of horses' hoofs and bugle and shouts
of thedriver plunged through the village pausing |ong enought o
snatch refreshing foods and drink and t oafford sight of strange
passing faces. . . . The decade of t he50's was marked by great
political discussionand thenoise of those great constitutional
debates thundered across t he whole country, but i nour secluded

country life thereapers reaped i nthesumrer's sun, thefall gathered
its crops and t hewinter drew t hefamly circle about thelog fire;
there was little or no industrial or conmercial progress, one felt

that all things would always be t he same and no one desired a change.
Yet surely there was a deep undercurrent of restlessness; social and
industrial life was stagnating and young nen were listening witl"
credulity tothewhispers of theWst, thecall of opportunity.
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Foushee noted that there was neither a bank nor drugstore in Roxboro, the

nearest being in M lton twenty mles away. There was no hardware store, no furni-
ture store and no barbershop. There was one tailor shop, two or three blacksmth
shops and a brickyard. VWégon shops and carpenters in the country make coffi?i to
order. For entertainment the town offered two or three barroons and a otel.
There was a "flourishing" Masonic Lodge but no church building of any kind in town.
Worship services were conducted by circuit riders in the courthouse until a church
was erected on the Main (and only) street c. 1860. The town was apparently [little
nore than the seat of county government.

Roxboro, however, was not alone in her village status: only thirteen cities in
the state had popul ations of over 1000 in 1860 and nost of these owed their exis-
tence and significanceto the fact that they were the seats of justice of their
respective counties. For Roxboro the nearest rail shipping point was Henderson,
thirty mles to the east. "Freightingwas done largely by wagons from Petersburg,
Rictinmond, and Lynchburg in Virginia. Tobacco was hauled in hogsheads to thj"e
mar kets and the wagons brougtt back |oads of merchandise for the merchants.”

Foushee related that, commercially, the biggest day of the year was the neeting of
the Superior Court in November: "It seemed as i f everybody tried to cone to Tuesday
of Novenber court ... i tws also market day for homemade chairs, flax and spinn-
ing wheels, J*ays for the loom clock reels, wool hats, shoes, leather, all home
production.” Sone of the county's tobacco was sold by wagon and peddled "Down the
Country" in eastern North Carolina. There were nunerous small tobacco factories in
the county and after hand processing, the plugs or chunks were |loaded on wagons and
driven east (very little tobacco was grown beyond Granville and VWarren counties)
where i twas sold to small stores or individually to farm houses. Federal revenue
taxes enacted after the Civil VWr and the wider markets made possible by the railroad
after 1890 largely ended this honeindustry.

Agriculturally, a great boon to the tobacco industry was the discovery of the
i medi ately popular "bright" tobacco in 1839, and it sperfectionfor conmercial use
in the early 1850s. The bright leaf tobacco was the product of both anaccidentally
di scovered charcoal curing process, and the thin, sandy, ridgeland soil of the to-
bacco belt of Person, Granville, Warren and Caswell Counti es. These counties conbin-
ed produced 82% of the state's total tobacco output. C course, slave labor contri-
buted greatly to the economic viability of tobacco farmng. According to the 1850
census, there were 4,893 slaves in Person, 45% of the total population. Person
County had a sound economic base and a lively mddle class, even i f the real wealth
lay in the hands of the large planters and slave owners. Before the Civil Wr there
were at least four tobacco factories in Roxboro and four others in the county.
These were profitable, established businesses, and though the war would disrupt the
[ abor force, by 1870 Person would again claim six tobacco factories and increased
revenues.

In 1855 the town of Roxboro was incorporated, and Foushee noted that "nuch
sport [was] nade over i tby the people inand out of town — they called it 'The
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city' and the mayor, 'The Lord Mair.'" (Tothis day, Roxboro remains theonly *

incorporated town i nPerson County, and t heonly town of any size or economc im
portance.) At this time theshabby appearance of thetown and i t sstreets becane a
concern. Foushee reported that

.. up tothis time we had practically no sidewal ks and t hestreets

or roads through thetown were very narrow, only sixteen feet wide.

They were worked by t hecounty road hands and overseers just likethe
county roads. Mid holes were stopped up with pine brush and poles A
with alittle dirt thrown over them Town |lots were enclosed with

rail fences except that sonme of them had a plank fence or palingto

the front yards. Very fewof the houses had ever been painted and
there was only one brick house i ntowmn. This was a small house on

the corner of Main and Abbitt used by Reade Hamin as a general

store.

About this time Roxboro's interest i nacquiring a railroad began t oincrease,
al though it would be thirty nore years before thetown would be successful inits
quest. As early as 1849 petitions were sent totheGeneral Assenbly requesting that
"great Public necessity exists for a Rail Road through Person County." Several
routes through thecounty were surveyed as early as 1852, but political considera-
tions dictated that therailroad would pass through Orange County andHill sborough
(the home of Governor G aham), and no extension reached Person County. Another
attenpt was nade i n 1859 when t he General Assenbly passed an act t o incorporate
Washington & Leaksville Railroad Go. Person County and eight other counties joined
forces toraise thecapital stock, but time ranout before theoutbreak of the Civil
War. "Person again failed toget arail connection out of obscurity.”

Despite thecataclysm of theCivil War, Person County and Roxboro apparently
did not suffer as much as many other counties and towns di d. Businesses remained
open and sone new ones, including a bank and two general stores were actually begun
then, although they would be forced toclose before 1865. Schools stayed open and
churches continued t oconduct nonthly services. As wars often do, this one t o sone
extent stimulated thelocal econony, and Roxboro's popul ationrose t o alnmost 400
peopl e between 1860 and 1865. Foushee recalled that "these newconers added nucht o
the business and social status of thetown." Wen he returned frommilitary service
to rejoin his former enployer GD Satterfield as a partner Foushee found Roxboro

little changed from t hedays when | first knew it ,6 except that nany
of thefamiliar faces were gone. The end of the war seened t o have
brought new ideas; theindividual denanded a place and a reward no
matter what was his fam |y backing. Businesses of various kinds
sprang up and t henew nen showed scant respect for social and busi-
ness ideas that once prevailed. MNew nen from famlies formerly of
little note i ntheconmnity cane into power and influence and
jostled theold i nthe way. Energy, business ability, and general
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efficiency were the watchwords,that opened t hedoor of success now
e V& were living i na new world. .

The major econonmic |osers i nPerson County were t helarge land owners and t he
upper class. But thecounty had a |arger mddle class who had, before thewar, just
begun torealize thebenefits of their own and slave |abor. Even with that [abor
source gone, they regressed economcally only tothelevel they had known duringthe
1840s. They would adapt tothechanged times ad conditions, and t he underlying

source of Person's econony, thefine tobacco producing land, was still there waiting
only tobe tilled. The war ended i nApril, i ntime toget thespringcrops in, and
that fall's harvest was bountiful. Also, therelative isolation of Roxboro enabled

many small mills based on t helocal market t obeconereestablished.

Inproved farmng techniques conpensated for reductions i nboth acres of inproved
farmand and t helabor supply. The sane reductions also fueled a trend toward local
industrialization. The denand f or tobacco and t herise of thecigarette industry
following thewar | edtotheincreased inportance of tobacco factories i ntheRoxboro
econony. "Between theend of the Var and 1872 nine 'manufactories' were either
newy established or reestablished*” Ei ght of those were tobacco factories. Four
located within Roxboro township."

Roxboro was, by t heearly 1870s, on theroad toindustrial developnent. Ap-
parently thestreetscape was inproving i nappearance as one of it sresidents noted

in an 1875 letter: "Il nowwrite toyoutoknowi fyouwll be at Roxboro on the
13th of April, as | will endeavor toreach that beautiful City on that day i f not
sooner. " Wth econonmic devel opnent came other signs of growth. There i s sone

evidence that a newspaper had been established i n1877; however, thefirst docu-
mented publication of a newspaper i nPerson County i sthefirst issue of theweekly
Roxboro Herald, March 10, 1881, published by t heWhitaker and Hunter firm Afew
copies of this short-lived newspaper areextant and provide through advertisements
and copy a glinpse of thelocal econony. AR Foushee advertised that hi s store was
the "headquarter f or Bargains" where could be found the"new American Sew ng Machine,
Pacific & Anchor Brand Quano, Notions, GCroceries, Hardware, tinware, crockery ware,
hats and caps.” And i f you were short of cash topay for these enticing goods, " Al l
Ki nds of Produce Taken for Goods." A new shop had just opened i nroons over
Long's Store selling millinery and offering "dress making and fitting i nthelatest
style," with Msses Pheraba and Sallie Thaxton, proprietoresses. J.A Long's Store,
also represented i ntheadvertisements, was t he"Double Brick Store," headquarters
for drygoods and drugs. He shared theadvertisement and thebuilding with GC
Mitchell. Long offered for sale "domestics, groceries, shoes, hats, sew ng nachines
and clothing, and Mitchell sold drugs, medicines, paints, oils, confectioneries,
fancy goods, fertilizers and chemcals. Apparently al | of these establishments were
located on Main Street. The earliest Sanborn nap of Roxboro was published i n 1894
and a double brick store i slocated i nthecenter of theonly real block of mercan-
tile stores, on theeast side of Main across from and just north of the courthouse.
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The need for a railroad took on great urgency i nthe 1880s, though i t would be
a long, arduous decade before success was achieved. The John C VanHook Papers
contain a petition totheGeneral Assenbly reporting that "a great public necessity
exists for arailroad through Person County and hereby petition your honorable body
to grant a charter with as |liberal provisions as may be consistent with Law, for a
Narrow Gauge Railroad running from M lton i nCaswell, via Roxboro and Oxford to the
Town of Henderson and there connecting with theRaleigh & Gaston railroad." Ten
signatures acconpany t hepetition; however, a letter to"Uncle George" concerning
famly matters i spenned on thereverse of this petition and dated Cctober 18, 1879.
Perhaps VanHook was so di scouraged by thecomunity's reluctance totaxitself or to
vote t heneeded bonds, that thepetition was never sent. More likely, itis an
extra copy, for the momentumwas building, spurred on i nlarge part by t henew
newspaper The Person County Courier (established 1885) and it sindefatigable pub-
[isher and Roxboro bhooster, J.A Noell.

Regarding t heseveral short line railroads already i nthestate, Noell wotei n
the Septenber 22, 1885 issue:

. we cannot now estimate the value of such a road t o our people
except by conparison with other less fertile sections and t heanount
of business done by other roads. Ve know of not a single instance
where any class of citizensi nany section in which railroads have
been built aresuffering fromtheeffects of theopening of theroute;
and on t hecontrary, we know that railroads everywhere have been of
Incalcul able benefit tothepeople.

In 1887 Noell urged his readers toinvest i nRoxboro real estate because therail-
road was sure tocone and when i t did there would be an | medi ate need for a bank,
planing mill, "first class hardware store," warehouses and nore tobacco factories.
He challenged his readers: "Roxboro has a bright future — who says she has not."

Twenty-six attenpts.had been nade between 1850 and 1889 t o obtain a spur line
or direct connection with theother state railroads. The credit for finally obtain-
ing a branch of t heDurham & Lynchburg Railroad (nowNorfolk & Western) largely goes
to J.A Long, and for his achievenent he i sconsidered "the builder of modern Roxboro."
He wrote dozens of letters and buttonholed influential people far and wide i n a
single-mnded pursuit of his goal. Long faced great opposition fromrural, tradition-
bound Person residents, who were less than enthusiastic about voting thenselves a
new tax, but Long and Noell prevailed. Long would be rewarded by becomngthe
town's weal thiest citizen. He founded t he People's Bank and t he Pioneer War ehouse
and his speculative building largely shaped t he Commercial Historic District.

The Courier breathlessly reported on nearly every mle of tract laid and tried,
with [ittle success, towait patiently. The issue of February 18, 1890 reported:
"The Lynchburg and DurhamRailroad still not across theDan River. V& i nRoxboro
try tobe patient but i tis hard. Qur hopes are so high of what we will do wheni t
gets here and of thebright future for our town." G My 22, 1890 t hefirst train
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arrived i nRoxboro and The Courier's exhilarationwas boundless: "THE FIRST TRAIN
] HRXHFR ROXBORO[.] She i sAt Last Connected with theOutside Wrld].]
Three Cheers for M. J.A Long forhisUntiring Energy, & Devotion tothe Best

Interest of Person County i nGving HisTinme & Means t othis Object. . . . Everyone
[the first passengers] wore a happy smle that seemed t osay t hefuture of Roxboro
was safe."

The growth of Roxboro after therailroad was phenomenal. The population tri-
pled between 1883 and 1893, from 450 inhabitants t 0 1200. Many of t heol dfrane
stores on Main Street were torn down and whol e bl ocks of brick buildings rosei n
their place. "Like many North Carolina towns, itsleaders and builders sawt he
permanence and quality of brick building as an inmportant sign of urban progress.
This, coupled with nore noney and t heeasier availability of brick, neant that
t housands of brick commercial buildings Jgse throughout thetowns of the urbanizing
state toreplace older frame buildings."” Many of the buildings comprising the
Roxboro historic district were built during thedecade of the 1890s and remaini n
use today. AR Foushee recalled:

During this period thetown took on a pronounced ai r of growth.
Carpenters, brick layers and painters were busy providing housesto
shelter thenew citizens; thesaw, hammer and trowel nade nusic on
every side i na way unknown before. Quite a |l ot of property changed
hands; a nunber of brick stores and shops were constructed t o take
the place of the wooden houses.

The current outlines of thehistoric district rapidly began t otake shape as new
streets were laid and land specul ation becane t hebusiness of theday. A large
advertisement i nThe Courier July 3, 1890 announced that 100 |ots were t obe sold at
auction: the"lots conveniently and beautifully located and streets have been laid
off and nicely graded, giving sidewalks toeach.”" The advertisement went on to say
that Roxboro had a population of four or five hundred, seven stores and others under
construction including

two drug stores, twomillinery stores, twocarriage factories, one
harness and saddle factory, three repairing shops, one flour mill,
one sawmill, two tobacco factoriesalready huilt, theFarmer's
All'iance making arrangenentstobuild avery large tobacco factory,
one large brick warehouse for thesale of |eaf tobacco i s nearing

completion and others tobe built, and several prize houses will be
erected i ntime forhandling the 1890 crop. VW& do not claim that
Roxboro will be anmagic city, but do believe that owing tothe ad-

vant ages of thelocation, this i sa fine opportunity for aninvest-
ment. No Danger of a Rel apse.

The auction was reported t obe "a great success" and doing "nore t oadvertise Roxboro
than anything that has yet been done.”
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In anticipation of the railroad The Courier reported, on Decenber 15, 1887,
that twonewstreets were laid of f inthe town and Main Street was "considerably
wi dened. Qne of the streets runs between the ol d warehouse andjail (Jail Street,
now called Court Street) andthe other between the residences of RK Daniel and
J.T. Sargeant, which hasnot yet been conpleted.” (This would be called Muntain
Street and then Depot Street when the depot was |ocated June, 1889. The road was
resurveyed at this point sothat it would not run through Daniel's grove and garden.)

More than one specul ative builder was erecting comrercial buildings. |n Mrch,
1888 The Courier reported on the construction of the

Merritt Building on Main Street [at Depot]. Qur live and
energetic young townsman, M. J. S Merritt has now about conpleted
his |arge and handsone newbrick building . . . andit will be filled
with alarge stock of hardware i na fewdays by J.A Carver & Qo.

M. Merritt inbuilding such a handsore structure not only shows his
desire i nornamenting and beautifying our town, but shows explicit
confidence inthe railroad prospect.

The post office was moved t othis building and i n 1890 another tenant was added when
the "instantaneous photography shop" of Newell & Jones located i nthe second story
where they installed a large skylight soas to"give satisfactory results.”

The growi ng tobacco market caused the construction of prize houses i n which
tobacco was stored (1894 Sanborn nap shows eight, mostly on lots behind the court-
house), and eventually a stemery plant which opened i n 1897 and enployed 100 hands.
In 1889 J. A Long donated al ot onJail Street tothe Person County Farmer's Alliance
to build a tobacco factory. He conpleted his own Pioneer Tobacco Factory at Main
and Reans Streets intime to be the first warehouse open for the 1890selling sea-
son. Hyco Warehouse soon followed on Depot Street. Long continued his speculative
bui l'ding, and i n January, 1892 The Courier described his newmulti-purposestructure
on the western corner of Main and Reans Streets across the street fromhis inmensely
successful Pioneer \Warehouse:

Until recently the front of the newbrick store erected for M. J. A
Long and occupied by WJ. Johns & Go. grocer, was concealed by the
scaffolding. Now that this has been renoved a handsone front has
been disclosed toview. Thebuilding is of brick, twostores

100" long by 30" wide. Theentire front of the store i s of glass,
the framework of which i s surrounded on the sides, above by painted
and white lined brick work. Above this comodi ous store are a nunber
of rooms which will soon be occupied as office and bedroons by | aw
yers and dentists and others . . . Thebuilding i s an ornanent t o
Roxboro and its erection i s only another evidence which that pro-
gressive and energetic citizen, M. J.A Long gives of his faithi n
the future of ourtown. M. Henry Field was the contractor, and t he
building i s astanding advertisement of his skill.
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Hotel s and boarding houses i ntown included the Wnstead Hotel at thenortheast
corner of Main and Depot Streets. The three-story portion of therambling frame
structure was noved by Col. CS Wnstead from Caswell County. [Itsfront facing
wing nmay have been erected as early as 1860 and served as a short-lived bank oper-
ated by Judge Edwi n Reade and Col. W nstead. The Dowdy Hotel was located on the
corner of Abbitt and Main and was probably built c. 1895. ||t does not appear on the
1894 Sanborn map (nor does Abbit Street), but does on the 1900 nap along with Abbitt
Street. The street did not then extend t o Lanmar but was a short, dead end street
apparently constructed t oserve thenew hotel.

A stylish new, Victorian CGothic courthouse had been conpleted i n 1883replacing
the 1824 courthouse which had becone t oosmall "and of an antiquated style." Design-
ed by architect Lyndon Saaimof Geensboro and built by CW Brown of Hillsborough,
the building boasted a promnent central four-sided clock tower by which thesud-
denly awakened and vibrant business community would keep time until thefourth, and
current, courthouse was built i n21930. Photographs of theVictorian courthouse show
the two-story building was constructed of brick, trimed with stucco, with a gabled
roof covered with tin.

Two banks, theFarmer's Bank and People's Bank, had been organized by 1893;
there had been none a decade earlier. The new streets were dirt and nud until the
town bought a rock crusher i n 1895 and nacadani zed Depot and Main Streets that year.
Ot her municipal services soon arrived. 1 n 1897 thecity water works and t he Roxboro
Tel ephone Gonpany were established. The Courier assured itsreaders that "tele-
phones will be placed al | over town soon and we will be helloing toour heart's
content." The Courier relocated i n1894 toits new two-story Gothic Revival build-
ing on Depot Street where i twould remain until the building was demolished i n 1957
(one white stucco pilaster remains).

J.A Long began building t heRoxboro Cotton Mills at thefoot of Depot Street
in 1899 heral ding t hebeginning of what became a major Roxboro industry, textiles.
The close of thecentury saw optimsm high for Roxboro's continued industrial expan-
sion. The railroad had changed theface of Main Street. Gone were the unpainted
frame stores and i ntheir place were the blocks of sturdy, handsone, brick buil dings
which line theeastern side of Main south of Depot and t henorthern side of Court
Street. New buildingscontinued tobebuilt along the western side of Min and
al ong Depot Street.

Ot her North Carolina towns began t otake notice of this new activity and on
January 3, 1900, The Roxboro Courier reprinted on page one a story from t he Ral ei gh
News and Observer:

. . The year 1890 witnessed theconmpletion [of theNorfolk &
Western line]. The town was then a nerevillage of 400 people,
having a courthouse and a jail. There was then not a dollar invested
in manufacturing enterprises. Today there i s nore than $75, 000
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invested. The Roxboro Cotton Mill will begin work Jan. 15
tobacco stemmery, Wodson, Long & (. [enmploys] 100 |aborers
Noel | Bros. Pants (., 35 laborers . . . Brooks & Carver cannery,

rapidly increasing. All of these industries were established since
1897.  The year 1899 witnessed the largest increase in theprosperity
of Roxboro initshistory. . . . People's Bank and Farner's Bank
merged . ... Anot her cotton factory being discussed. Roxboro will
do three times the volume of business in 1900 that i tdid in 1899.

During the first decade of the twentiethcentury, building activity accelerated
and basic conveniences continued to arrive. Tel ephones were nore wi despread and
"eventually lines run out into the county; the city water system inproved, and
Roxboro finally awoke from it seducational silence with the building of the Roxboro
G aded School. Building on Main Street continued with stores being conpleted to
fill ranaining space between the west side of Main Street from Reans Avenu® to Court
Street and the city of Roxboro nmetered and sold water for the first time."

Rapid growth stimulated further inprovements but created sone problems also.
Compl ai nts about the municipal streets were frequent and |oud. The Courier com

plained in 19122  "Qur streets are sinply awful and i tis almst dangerous for a |ady
to tryto go about the town, that is unless she is an expert at walking alog."

AJ. Tranger wote to The Courier in June, 1911: "the city streets look |ike an
arny of Central Anerican revolutionists, without a presentable front, lackingin
uniformty and ready to fall to pieces." An unsigned advertisement in a February,
1915 issue conplained of "$11,000 spent on roads |ast year and what do we have —
md, md, nore md, and worse mud." The increasing popularity of the easily mred

automobile finally resulted in the passing of a bond issue in 1917 enabling the
county to finish nacadam zing the roads.

The novelty of the first public telephone booth was noted in The Courier in
Novenber, 1903 "A splendid tel ephone booth has been placed in front of Morris'
Drug Store, where you can close the door, use the phone and not be heard outside."
In January, 1911, the Morris Tel ephone Conpany "connected with the long distance .
you can now talk over the Southern Bell anywhere you like." More poles and wires
were added to the streetscape when electricity was installed in April, 1910, and
people flocked to the downtown stores to see the lights turned on.

JJA Long continued to erect buildingson Main Street between 1905 and 1908.

The west side of Main between Reans and Jail (Court Street) was developed. 1In the
fall of 1905 he built "two elegant stores . . . between the hardware store and
Peopl e's Bank (bank stood at the corner of Main and Court streets)." In My, 1906

"a nice granolithic (crushed granite and cenent) sidewal k" was laid in front of his
bl ock of buildingson the west side of Main. H developed lots on this block in the
spring and surmmer of 1908. In March The Courier reported that "M. JA Long is
placing the brick on the grounds to build a block of stores from the Mrris-Wbb
Drugstore to the People's Bank"; in October the tenants began to novei n.
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The growing town was hard pressed tokeep up with theneed for an adequate

sewerage system I nApril, 1907 a sewerage pipe was installed 'tocarry off the
waste water from t hestores on theeast side of Main Street and those on Depot
Street will connect with it." The Courier editorialized i nMarch, 1909, about t he

slow progress of a city-wide system and conplained thecity fathers "nade a nost
deplorable m stake, that of allowing citizens toput i nprivate sewerage systens
throughout thetown . . . they should put a stop t oopen sewerage across a public
thoroughfare . . . thecitizens and t axpayers of those streets have t ocross these
filthy open sewers every time they go back and forth from their homes and places of
business.” Oher sanitary problens were nore readily solved: i nJuly, 1906 a

petition was circulated by thelocal health officer tohave thepigs driven from
town, and t henewspaper was "glad t o see that so many of our people are signing."

Devel opnent attention moved south and was focused on t heeast side of south
Mai n bel ow Abbitt Street when i nMarch, 1910, SB Wnstead tore down anold (c.
1810) building housing a meat market preparatory tobuilding a new block containing

two or three brick stores and a | arge brick tobacco warehouse. The Courier approved,

"VWile there have been nany inprovenents nade here i nt hepast fewyears nothing
which has been done will be quite so great an inprovenent as tearing away of these
old buildings and replacing with a handsone brick block." Wnstead announced t he
opening of his new warehouse and was particularly proud of itselectric lights

making i t "one of t hebest lighted warehouses i nthestate." This building was

enlarged i n 1913 by adding fifty feet totherear. (It was razed i n 1967 whent he
Leggett building replaced thelandmark.)

The post office had temporary quarters on Depot Street, including an officei n
the Courier Building and one near t heHyco Warehouse, before ground was broken i n
February, 1911 for thethree-story building at thenortheast corner of Main and
Depot. The developers — J.C Pass, WT. Pass, J.A Long, Jr. and WA Védody —
proposed touse as conmercial space those fronting on Main and t olocate t he post
office i ntheside fronting on Depot. This handsone brick Classical Revival build-
ing confornms toitsoddly angled corner site and still retains itsoriginal store-
front display windows. (Rose's variety store operated there from 1919 t o 1962 when
a new store was constructed at t hecorner of Main and Abbitt.)

This building and t heformer First National Bank across t hestreet ar e perhaps
the nost architecturally significant buildings i nthe historic district. The bank

building, conpleted i nAugust, 1913, i stwo-story Classical Revival with full height
pilasters, Ronan entablature and parapet. |t also conforms toan angled corner |ot.

[t i san unusually grand building i ntheRoxboro streetscape and i sa reflection of
the town's prosperity i ntheearly twentieth century.

Oher buildings erected on Main Street i n 1915 were t henew garage and show oom
for theFord motor cars sold by theCrowell Mtor Conpany |ocated on north Main next

to t hePioneer Warehouse. This white brick building featured a new innovation, a
| adies' public restroom Further south on t heother side of Main, a store was
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remodel ed by J. A Long t ohouse "The Grand" novie theatre. This was oneof the
"real up-to-date movie shows . . . thefront being of marble andtile, seating 300
people.”

The decade of t he 1920s, a major building period i nRoxboro, brought nany
changes t ot heface of thetown. All of theremaining old frame buildings on Miin
Street were torn down and replaced by brick structures, nost of which remain today.
There was also a great deal of discussion about tearing down t heold Victorian
courthouse. Thejail was condemmed and torn down i n 1928, but t hebuilding of the
new courthouse was not acconplished until 1930.

The east side of theblock of Main north of Depot Street was developed i n 1922
by V. Kaplon, RA Wil ker and T. Onen Pass. The Courier found thethree-story build-
ing built by Kaplon "especially imposing" and predicted that when t herest of the
bl ock was conpleted later that sumer it would "be easily one of the handsonest
bl ocks i ntown."

The last vacant | ot on Main Street close t ot hecourthouse was sold i n August,
1923 for $500 per foot of frontage. Thesixty foot | ot was purchased by Messrs.
W lburn and Satterfield andt heKirby brothers, theformer planningt oerect a store
(opened Septenber, 1925) andt helatter a novie house. The Palace Theatre opened
October 1, 1924, and was a great success. (TheKirbys later built a newArt Deco
theatre i n 1949 on t hewest side of north Main, which still stands andi s used as a
civic center.)

During t he 1920s new busi nesses were "sprouting up by t he handful" or expand-
ing. I nanotice dated April, 1922, the mayor and town policemen prematurely an-
nounced t he end of t hedecade's building boom which i nreality would only be ended
by t he Depression:

To Autonobile Parkers, Speeders, & Mufflers: During the building
boom i nt hetown of Roxboro somuch of thestreet space was utilized
by thecontractors andbuilders with building material, theparking
ordi nances have not been strictly enforced but t heboom i sover now
and thestreets nust be cleaned up andall rubbish removed t herefrom
an all parking ordinances nmust be observed.

Wth thecrash of t hestockmarket i n 1929 and t he Depressi on, t heboom was over for
everyone. Hardest hitwere t hePerson County farmers, many of whom/|ost their fams
during this period. Al l three of Person's textile mills remained open, however,
even though wages were slashed. Roxboro apparentlyheld its own, as it hadthrough
other lean times, with only onebank. The People's, temporarily closing i n1933 and
reopening t hesane year after reorganization. Building activity i ntowmn was at a
near standstill, with the major exceptionbeing theerection of t henewcourthouse.
In keeping with Roxboro's pattern of lengthy deliberations before approval of major
new publicly funded inprovenents, planning for thecourthouse began as early as
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1919.  The county conm ssioners had been taken t otask by a Superior Court judge and
grand juries for thedeplorable conditions of theold courthouse and especially the -
jail. The comm ssioners were called into court t oshowwhy they should not beheld

in contenpt for failing tocarry out thejudge's order for anewjail. Thejail was
condemmed and torn down i n 1928 and, for atime, prisoners were taken to Hillsborough
o Yanceyville for housing. After anunsuccessful bond issue i n 1928, bonds were
finally approved and bids opened i nAugust, 1930. Demolition and construction began
by George W Kane & CGo., | owbidder at $133, 000.

The corner stone of the newcourthouse was |laid October 13, 1930, and WD
Merritt, head of t he Roxboro Bar Association spoke at t hecerenony about his m xed
feeling at seeing theold courthouse go:

For 30years | have | ooked out fromny office w ndow across t he
street upon that rugged old building, lacking i nbeauty and archi-
tectural design. Hgh uponthefront wastheold clock withits
four board faces and i t slarge hands and ponderous bell. | twas a
faithful time piece, andi tfurnished thetime for thetow and t he ,
surrounding community. |tsbell served asthefire alarm and nany a
night i tcalled thepeople from their beds and peaceful slunmberst o
engage i nfighting fires. . . . Acourthouse i sthe nost essential
and Important of any building i nthecounty. This i stheone build-
ing that al |l of ushold i ncommon, and by reason of our citizenship
in conmmon, we aretheowners of thecourthouse i nconmmon. |t i s

the only building whose doors ever stand ajar toevery citizen of

the county andthrough which hecan pass at any time without
Invitation.

Construction onthebeautiful, four-story, Neo-Classical building, designed by
Charles C Hartman, continued at a good pace and t he building was opened i nMarch,
1931 and dedicated April 22, 1931. Sone citizens admired thefine architecture at
close range. Thefirst jail break from "Person County's newbastile" occurred April
8, 1831, when three prisoners tQk leave of i t"by sliding dowh a rope fastened to a
stone projection ontheroof."

ne newaddition tothetow and Main Street was t he Leggett Departnent Store
which nmoved, i n 1931, into a renovated storefront next tothePeople' s Bank. There
was one deletion — anold, small office building onthesouthwest corner of Court-
house Square was torn down. Oher mnor changes t ot hestreetscape during the De-
pression included t headdition of aneon signtothePalace novie theatre and the
wi dening of thenorth end of Main Street enploying 108 men from t heNational Re-
Enpl oyment Service. Oher governnment work projects included t heVIPA s paintingof
ROBJOi nlarge yellowletters ontheroof of theWnstead Warehouse t o ai d passing
fliers. Roxboro's econony was improving by Christmas, 1939 and The Courier reported
on Decenber 23 that "The heaviest Christmas buying i nseveral years i s pouringan
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enornmous anount of noney into local trade channels, and according to The People's
Bank i s being reflected in customer checking acounts.”

During the first half of the 1940s, while Person County and the world were
preoccupied with the Second World War, building activity was again at a near stand-

still. Downtown would remain rmuch the sane with an occasional mnor remodeling of a
storefront to acconpany the earlier addition in 1940 of the Kirby & Ledbetter Build-
ing on the west side of north Main, which housed a grill and fountain, aflower

shop, clothing store and a dairy products store.

Throughout the war years there was nuch deliberation regarding traffic con-
gestion on Main Street and plans to inprove Madison Boulevard in order to create a
[oop that would bypass Main Street for through traffic (constructed, 1948). Lack of
parking spaces and the appearance of Main Street became concerns. A parking | ot was

constructed in 1940 "i nthe vacant area adjoining th*"gHyco Warehouse on Depot and
the rear of the east side of the business district." The Courier opined: V¢
especially want to call attention to one thing and that is the appearance of our
Main St., which is an eyesore to everyone. | tisnarrow, a very grave and unfor-

tunate m stake which cannot be renmedied now but we can nmake it nmore inviting by
removing all unsight”” telegraph and telephone wires and poles, and signs hanging
over the sidewal ks."

Optim smwas high as the war ended and a new building boomwas predicted:
"Roxboro i s growing and just as soon as building material i s nmade available and a
few lots are put on the market you are going to see this town junp. You are going
to see new residences and new plages of business spring up inall kinds of places,
and Roxboro will be on its way."

An important Main Street landmark, the 1890 Pioneer Warehouse at the corner of '
Main and Reans, was torn down in 1947 for the construction by George W Kane of the
four-story International Style Roxboro Building. This building, which domnates the
business district, was comm ssioned by the Roxboro Cotton Mills as office spacefor
itself and a variety of other tenants, including the peripatetic People's Bank (now
First Union National Bank after 1969 merger) which has known three Main Street |oca-
tions: 1891-1900 in the Merritt Building at the southeast corner of Main and Depot,
1900- 1949 at the corner of Main and Court, and 1949-present i n the Roxboro Building.

Another major change inthe face of Main Street was the construction of the Art
Deco Kirby Theatre, just north of the new Roxboro Building, adjoining the Kirby-
Ledbetter Building built in 1940. Building continued on the theatre over a sixteen-
month period from April, 1948 until August, 1949 when the 1,000 seat theatre opened.
George W Kane constructed the two-story, yellowhbrick building with itsfluted
concrete facade ornanent. The theatre remains unchanged and intact today with the
original metal trinmed marquee, entrance, and free standing round ticket booth.
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These two nodern buil dings add variety tothestreetscape and are representa-
tive of thestrength of thelocal post war econony, just as theneighboring brick
bl ocks reflect the boom periods, 1890 t 0 1914 and t he 1920s. The prosperity of the
early 1950s also resulted innuch constructionactivity outside the historic dis-
trict, spurred oni nlarge part by theformation, i n1953, of t heRoxboro Devel op-
ment ., which successfully encouraged diversified industrial development i n the
county.

This industrial expansion of t he 1950s continued into the 1960s. The Durham
Morning Herald announced i n 1953: "In thepast 18 years Roxboro has enjoyed a sharp
increase i npopulation, industrial expansion and increased business activity.

By bringing innew industry and encouragi™® nore diversification i nagriculture
Roxboro i scounting on continued growth." I n 1957 t he Dur ham paper noted that
"the end of World Vér | | brought new blood back toRoxboro . . . and i ti sfrom this
time that many folks i nthearea nmeasure thenew era. Others feel that the years
1950-53 were thecity's turning point. But whatever year i t began, thelast decade
has seen a nmarked Increase i nthecity's industrial payroll spearheaded byt he
Roxbor o Devel opment Corporation . . . the,industrial payroll alone nearly equals the
annual farm Incone of theentire county."” The Durham Morning Herald again brought
its readers up todate on thenearby city's economic progress i n1964:" . . . since
the Devel opment Corporation's formation Person County i sliterally booming with
industry . . . payroll has nore than doubled since the[formation] of theRX and
retail sales areup $7.5million. ... |1t issaid that there i sprobably nore
construction underway i nPerson County than any other county conparable i nsizein
the nation."

An inmportant downtown |andmark was |ost i n 1961 when t heRoxboro Hotel, at the
sout hwest corner of Main and Abbitt, was razed t onake way for a new Rose's Depart-
ment Store. This | ot had been a hotel site since thelate 1890s when t he Hot el
Dowdy was built, followed i n1909 by t hethree-story, mansard roofed Hotel Jones.

It remained the major city hotel, despite changes i nownership and names, until its
destruction.

During t he 1960s shopping centers became a nationally wi despread conmerci al
phenomenon. W<th convenient locations near growing residential suburbs, a wde
variety of shops, and ease of parking, they posed a threat tomany aging downtown
shopping districts. Roxboro's first shopping center was built i n 1963 on Madi son
Boul evard, theroad constructed as a bypass tothewest of thecentral business
district. The downtown merchants responded tothis competition for theshoppers by
formng a Downtown Merchants Association. Their first project was a study ained at
improving parking and t heappearance of downtown. Th"next year on a "face-lifted
bl ock on Main Street, businesses opened their doors." Included i nthe block
bet ween Abbitt and Gordon were Rose's, Long's Men's Shop and Lewi s Furniture Conpany.
A series of studies of the downtown comrercial district was prepared for thecity of
Roxboro during t he 1960s. These studies examned t hepresent condition and economc
health of thedistrict and suggested a prelimnary plan for future devel opnent.
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"The Central Business District Study," prepared by North Carolina Department of
Conservation and Devel oprment, Division of Community Planning in Decenber, 1965,
addressed the growing concern of downtown deterioration of the aging building stock,
i nadequate parking, and traffic congestion. The study noted that over 90% of the
retail trade occurred in the core area, but predicted that a high percentage would
be difficult to maintain with the future outlying shopping centers. However, the
1963 shopping center and a second one, built in 1969, appear not to have had the
devastating effect on the downtown shopping district experienced by many small
towns. Thoughout the period, Roxboro residents apparently remained attached to
their older, traditional shopping district. Also, new parking lots were constructed
and now there is anple and convenient parking to serve the stores. Today there are
few vacant storefronts in the Comrercial Historic District, and the downtown streets
are alive with businessmen, shoppers, and people passing the time of day with friends
and neighbors.

"The Central Business District Study" contains results of a customer survey and
found a high sense of shopping loyalty to Roxboro, with 60% of the shopping dollars
spent downtown. Those surveyed were generally pleased with downtown and rated the
stores and enployees "good." The study also suggested that the downtown area be
densely developed so as to appeal to pedestrians, who had been given little consid-
eration in conmparison to the automobile. "Pedestrians are in constant conflict with
vehicular traffic at every intersection . . . sidewalks not invery good repair
with only spot patching or filling » . . which has had the effect of destroying
the original unifying appearance."” The study went on to report that signage for
the various shops presented no uniformity, and nost appeared as an afterthought with
the confusion of shapes, sizes and colors contributing to visual clutter and confu-
sion. The study recomrended a unified attenpt to coordinate inprovements in the
si dewal ks, signage, and awnings and cautioned Roxboro against trying to imitate

Durham Burlington or Raleigh initsdowntown devel opment. “"There i s no reason,"
the report stated, "to believe that Roxboro will ever be anything but a small town
for many years to cone, and for this reason, i tshould plan itsgrowth accordingly."

In 1983 plans are proceeding for a variety of downtown redevel opment projects
which will address sone of the various concerns of the 1960s study. Perhaps i tis
fortunate that the various suggestions have been taken under such |engthy considera-
tion. MNw the government |eaders and merchants appreciate the unique fabric of the
Roxboro Conmmercial Historic District, and their new plans seek to enhance the unique
collection of predomnantly early twentiethcentury comrercial buildings. The
enduring face of downtown Roxboro m ght well have been lost i f the studies had been
hastily enbraced during the 1960s era of "urban renewal," which al | too often nmeant
urban destructionand the di sappearance of potential historic districts.

A c. 1916 promotional panphlet published by the Person County Business Men's
Association, contains a statement as true today, as i twas then: "W have scores of
mercantile firms al | wide awake and ready to lend a helping hand to the stranger who
casts his ot in our mdst." Roxboro i s a sturdy, vital community, rich in archi-
tecture which reflects itsgrowh since 1890 to the present, and isrepresentative
of the best of piedmont North Carolina's small towns.
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The structures, of course, areclosely related tothesurrounding environment.
Archeol ogical remains, which nay be present, can provide informationvaluable to the
understanding and interpretation of thestructures. Informationconcerning use pat-

terns, social standing and mobility, as well as structural

details areoften only

evident i nthearcheological record. Therefore, archeological remains nay well be

an important conponent of thesignificance of tlie district.

At this time no investi-

gation has been done t o discover these remains, but i ti sprobable that they exist,
and this should be considered i nany development i nthe district.
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Conti nuation sheet Boundary Justification i t emnunber ne

The boundaries of t heRoxboro Commercial Historic District

Mo e OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NS e tmy

received

date entered
Page #

have been drawnt o

include all those propertieswhich would contribute historically and/or architec-
turally tothedistrict. The comrercial, "downtown" area i scontained naturally by

parking lots which border theeast and west edges of thearea,
residential areas which bracket the northern and southern edges of the Miin Street

comercial area.

and by well preserved

The compact district includes portions of North and South Main Street, Reans,

Court, Abbitt and Depot Streets.

The northern boundary follows theside |l otline of thecomercial
225 North Main Street and theside | ot line of thelLong Menorial Methodist Church at
226 North Main. This line excludes theneighboring residential

north.

building at

structures to the

The eastern boundary follows therear | ot line of Long Menorial Methodi st
Church, extending south t oDepot Street, then along thesidelotline of thegom
mercial building at 122 Depot Street, then along theside lotline includingthe

former Communty Hospital at 133 Depot Street, excluding recent comrercial
to theeast. The boundary line follows therear | otlines of thecomercial
following therearl ot

ings on t hesouth side of Depot Street and thence south,

lines of thecomercial buildings on Main Street and excluding t heparking lots

that border these buildings totheeast.

The southern boundary i sdrawn toinclude the WPA-built

former post office at

the SNcorner of South Main and Acadeny Streets, and t oexclude therecent com

mercial buildings toitssouth.

The western boundary follows therear | ot lines of thecomercial

buil dings on

Mai n and Abbitt Streets, and excludes theresidential area south of CGordon Street
and t herecent governmental and commercial buildings west of Lamar Street. The

district includes thefour commercial buildings on Court

Street west of Lamar Street,
and excludes theparking | ot totheir west. The line continues east

along therear

lot lines of thecomercial buildings on Court Street, thence north along theside

lot line of thecomercial building at 27 Reans Street,

excluding t heparking |l ot to

the west. The western boundary continues north along therear | otlines of the

commercial buildings on North Main Street, excluding therecent comercial

and residential areas tothewest and north.

structures
build-

buil dings
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Roxboro Commercial HistorlG District

Person County

NORTH CAROLINA working no. AN 3 0 1984
resubmission RETURN.

O nomination by person or local government Nat i onal Regi ster REJECT.

CZ owner objection Federal Agency:

O appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request *  appeal im NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent I | deteriorated unaltered « original site

good r~1 ruins CH altered moved date.
« fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CU completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
| Idates

I | boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

n summary paragraph

mi completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

Cl] relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



OI\].%JHNK January 18, 1984
DERTVENT
OF M. Jerry L. Rogers, Keeper
(lj_TLRAL National Register of Historic Places
U S Department of the Interior
RE&IRCES National Park Service
1100 L Street, N W
Washington, D C 20240

Raleigh.

North Carolina Dear M. Rogers:

27611
Enclosed i sthenomnation for Roxboro Commercial Historic District
in Person County, North Carolina, tobe entered i nthe National
Regi ster of Historic Places.
WV trust that youwill find this nomnation i norder. | fthere are
any questions, please call us.
Sincerel ours.

Division of yy

Archives and History
William S. Price, Jr. Director

Wliliam S Price, Jr.
State Historic Preservation Officer

WEP/ bch
Encl osures

cc: Honor abl e John East
Honor abl e Jesse Hel ns
Honorable | . T. Valentine, Jr.

Saro W Hodgkins,

Secretary JAN 30 14

James B Hunt, Jr,
Governor





