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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Indian school was essentially a red brick structure with

the ground floor however surrounded with a sandstone wall. It was
built in the form of a square, eighty feet each side, with a

square courtyard in the center, it being around thirty feet each
sides It consisted therefore of four wings joined together in the
form of a square. Each wing consisted of four floors except for
the east wing with three floors. The building was topped with

a red tile roof and faced west. It was built as a boarding school
for Indian boys with space for around 70 Indians together with
classrooms, playroom, dormitory, kitchen, a small chapel, rooms for

the superintendent and a teacher or two and for around six Sisters (mun

who ran the kitejen. An inspector's report said there were
29 rooms in all. :

Although the building served as an Indian school for only eight

years (1888-1896), it was not changed or altered until 1937, when it
was re-modeled to serve as a dorm or residence hall for students

~ at Saint Joseph's College. Even then the outward appearance was

hardly changed at all except for the removal of a bell tower above

the roof and the shutters from the windows. Internally, however,

it was thoroughly changed to provide rooms for college students.

The center courtyard was made smaller to allow an extra tier

of roomse.
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people in turn. It was designed in imitation of the Carlisle Indian

- schools once supported by an annual federal per pupil subsidy to

This building, now called Drexel Hall and serving as a student
residence or dorm on the Saint Joseph's College campudy was originally
an Indian school called St. Joseph's Indian Normal School, 1888-1896.
It was owned by the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions in Washington, D.C}
Points of significance:

1) It represents an era, l.e., just before the turn of the
century when our country was hoping to solve the Indian question by such
off-reservation schools where Indian pupils could be thoroughly
assimilated into white man's ways and help then convert their own

school of Carlisle, Pa., founded nine years earlier.
(2) It was a "contract® school, i.e., one of the many private

promote Indian education, therefore a relic of an era of state-
church partnership now largely forgotten.
(3§ It was the only Catholic off-reservation school of this type.
(4) It was one of only two such Indian schools in the state of-
Indiana, the other being White's Manual Labor Institute at Wabash,
Indiana, also a "contract" school (Society of Fpiends). : .




Thus far there were a series
in the local newspaper, the Rensselaer Republican, May 11,
May 18, May 25 and June 1, 1971, marking the 75th ammiversary

of the closing of the Indian

of four ariicles that appeared

school.

However, a more definitive article is in progress.
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