FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISISON

294 Washington Str eet,

Recorded by Architectural Preservation

..ssoc i ates

Organization Reacinc- Historical

Date

Hove

Boston, MA (02108

Co.n-

Area Form no.
C 172

Reading
Iss 600-622 Main St”"eet-
)ric Name Masonic Block
Original connercial, organizational
Present connercial
rship:e Private individual

Private organization Millard F.
Charles Building Corporation

Public
Original ovma Reading Masonic Temple
A Corporation
MRIPTION:
Date 1894
Source Vignettes
Style Second Renaissance Revival

Architect UJjCIUfUfK'
Exterior wall fabric brick, wood, .granite

Outbui 1dings *"V/mg*

Major alterations (with dates) first-floor
entrances and fenestration; one-story
extension, north (1929)

Movd Date

Approx. acreage 31,673 so. ft.

Setting At corner of Haven Street,

another inportant connercial street

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

Although its first floor has been unnercifully "Colonialized,” this sturdy,

late 19th-century connercial block is still inportant, both for its loca-
tion — on a pron.inent dov.Titov/n corner, on top of a hill — and for its
unusual ornanental brickwork. Its style is generally Second Renaissance

Revival: it is the characteristic three-story block, v.-ith distinct hori-
zontal divisions corresponding to the floor levels, and different treatnent
of v/indov;s on each floor. In this case, the long building is further arti-
culated by brick pilasters that divide the facades into bays of tv;o or three
viindov7s each. The floor division Dbetvreen the first and second floors is

(con't.)
HSTGRCAL SGNHCANE (explain the role owers played in local or state history
and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity)

The riasonic Block, built in 1594, replaced the hone of furniture manufac-
turer Henry Kingman, later of V'.R Kingman. The ol d house, v/hich had been
built in 1820, was broken into two pieces, oneportion going t o151 Lov."ell
Street, the other to 10 Mnot Street. H's shops vrere south andwest of

his hone. The lane next t othe property vtas l|ater v/idened andnaned Haven
Street, after the first ninister of the Third Parish, the Rev. Thonas
Haven. The street vias opened as a thoroughfare tothe railroad depot after
1845; i t traversed the land of the second ninister, the Rev. Peter Sanborn.

The Masonic Block was huilt by the Reading Masonic Tenple Corporation, a
?roup of private investors who held shares of stock i n the corporation. The
irst floor housed stores andshops; the firms of Atkinson's andAdans, and
W llis" drugstore, were longtime occupants. Qn the second floor were the First
National Bank of Reading andthe Mechanics Savings Bank; the Reading Chron-
icle, which printed there from 1894 to 1932, andother professional space.

The third floor was occupied by the Masonic Lodge.

Today the building i s known as the MF. Charles Building, after jeweler Mil-
lard F. Charles, who took over the business of the deceased Lews E ( eason
in April 1891. Charles added stationery to his [ine in 1892. He noved into
the north addition t othe Masonic Block after i twas built in 1929. Over the
ears, he bought nmany shares of the Masonic Tenple Corporation, giving hima
arge interest in the building. He was town clerk for many years. Histwo
sons continued the stationery business; one sonalso served as town clerk.
The firmis run today by a granddaughter of MF Charles, andher husband.
In 1972, a vote was taken at the Masonic Tenple Corporation's annual stock-
hol ders' meeting to change the corporation's name t othe Millard F. Charles
Bui | di ng Corporation.

B Al and/ or REFEHRENES

Eaton, renorial Volune, photo (LyceumHall), p. 137

Pitkin, Vignettes, p. 49

V."adlin, Concerning the Past, Chapter LXXXII

1906 nap

Readi ng Chronicle, April 11, 1891; 1895-97+; and June 2?, 197if

Readi ng Antiquarian Society, "Reflections: |t Happened on Haven
Street," Rerdin”® ChrPnicle, July 31, Aug. 7, lif, 1958; bound 20M 2/ 80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSACHUSHTS HISTORICAL COMSSION Reading C-172
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property iiai”: "00-622 Main St.
Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

unknown, being hidden by the alterations. The division between the
second and third floors is a course of decorative brickwork. A
limestone belt course extends like a lintel across the tops of the
third-floor windows, but above this is a decorated band of semi-
circular blind arches infilled with more ornamental brickwork. The
arches are positioned over the third-floor windows, giving thei | -
lusion of round-headed windows here. Still more decorative brick-
work forms the cornice.

Qn AV'L'Me'MOH

The "asor.ic 3lock (also ":md./nas the '"I.F. Charles Ruildin-') i s
si:~nificent (1 Jas an exanple of hov, business replaced residences

alon." "ain Street i nthelate 19th century; (2) for i tslon-connection
v."ith a nunber of Readinr businesses andprofessional nen, perticulary
"“illard ".-Charles; (?) for itspromnent |ocation, on a busy dov-ntovm
corner i nReading Square; ar.d (4) as an ex?rr-:ple of the Second Renaissrnce
Nevivpl style. I tretains integrity of locr.tion, general desi.gn, setting,

rnterials, v/iorkncnshio, snd feeling, snd neets Criteria A IT, and Cof
thee |-"ational Register.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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National
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NATIONAL REGISTER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Masonic Block (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

e resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
CH owner objection

43084

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:  7--S~—i- 79 -Jy
FAYAY A ' o
Ertked In thheQrs - RCCVITATGH
National Register RETURN.
REJECT

Federal Agency:

e appeal
Substantive Review: [ZI sample \U request CU appeal CU NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CU good CU ruins CU altered moved date.

o fair CU unexposed

[Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

| | alterations/integrity
CU dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CU completeness

CU clarity

CU applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource
CU context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

> Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



