
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

C 172 

Re ad in c; 

! S S 600-622 Main St^eet-

Date 

) r ic Name Masonic Block 

Original c o n n e r c i a l , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

Present c o n n e r c i a l 

r s h i p : • Private individual 
Private organization M i l l a r d F . 
C h a r l e s B u i l d i n g Corporation 
Public 

Original ovmer Reading Masonic Temple 
^ Corporat ion 

^iRIPTION: 

1894 

Source V i g n e t t e s 

Style Second Renaissance Revival 

Architect UJjClUfUfK' 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k , wood, .granite 

Outbui 1 dings ^ V / m g * 

Major a l terat ions (with dates) f i r s t - f l o o r 

en t rances and f e n e s t r a t i o n ; o n e - s t o r y 

e x t e n s i o n , n o r t h (1929) 

— Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 31,673 so . f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n Setting A t c o r n e r o f Haven S t r e e t , 
.i.ssoc i a t e s 

Organization Reacinc- H i s t o r i c a l Co.n- ano ther i n p o r t a n t c o n n e r c i a l s t r e e t 

Date Hove 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

Although i t s f i r s t f l o o r has been u n n e r c i f u l l y " C o l o n i a l i z e d , " t h i s s tu rdy , 
l a t e 19th-century connerc ia l block i s s t i l l i n p o r t a n t , both f o r i t s l oca ­
t i o n — on a pron.inent dov.Titov/n corner, on top of a h i l l — and f o r i t s 
unusual ornanental b r i ckwork . I t s s t y l e i s genera l ly Second Renaissance 
Rev iva l : i t i s the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c th ree - s to ry b lock , v.-ith d i s t i n c t h o r i ­
zonta l d i v i s i o n s corresponding to the f l o o r l e v e l s , and d i f f e r e n t t rea tnent 
of v/indov;s on each f l o o r . I n t h i s case, the long b u i l d i n g i s f u r t h e r a r t i ­
cu la ted by b r i c k p i l a s t e r s tha t d iv ide the facades i n t o bays o f tv;o or three 
v;indov7s each. The f l o o r d i v i s i o n betvreen the f i r s t and second f l o o r s i s 

( c o n ' t . ) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 

and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The riasonic Block, b u i l t in 1S94, replaced the home of furniture manufac­
turer Henry Kingman, lat e r of V.'.P. Kingman. The old house, v/hich had been 
b u i l t i n 1820, was broken into two pieces, one portion going to 151 Lov.^ell 
Street, the other to 10 Minot Street. His shops vrere south and west of 
his hone. The lane next to the property v̂ as l a t e r v/idened and naned Haven 
Street, after the f i r s t n i n i s t e r of the Third Parish, the Rev. Thonas 
Haven. The street v/as opened as a thoroughfare to the railroad depot after 
1845; i t traversed the land of the second n i n i s t e r , the Rev. Peter Sanborn. 

The Masonic Block was b u i l t by the Reading Masonic Temple Corporation, a 
group of private investors who held shares of stock i n the corporation. The 
f i r s t f loor housed stores and shops; the firms of Atkinson's and Adams, and 
W i l l i s ' drugstore, were longtime occupants. On the second floor were the F i r s t 
National Bank of Reading and the Mechanics Savings Bank; the Reading Chron­
i c l e , which printed there from 1894 to 1932; and other professional space. 
The t h i r d floor was occupied by the Masonic Lodge. 

Today the building i s known as the M.F. Charles Building, after jeweler M i l ­
lard F. Charles, who took over the business of the deceased Lewis E. Gleason 
i n A p r i l 1891. Charles added stationery to his li n e i n 1892. He moved into 
the north addition to the Masonic Block after i t was b u i l t i n I929. Over the 
years, he bought many shares of the Masonic Temple Corporation, giving him a 
large interest i n the building. He was town clerk for many years. His two 
sons continued the stationery business; one son also served as town clerk. 
The firm i s run today by a granddaughter of M.F. Charles, and her husband. 
In 1972, a vote was taken at the Masonic Temple Corporation's annual stock­
holders' meeting to change the corporation's name to the Millard F. Charles 
Building Corporation. ' 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Eaton, renorial Volune, photo (Lyceum H a l l ) , p. 137 
Pi t k i n , Vignettes, p. 49 i 
V.'adlin, Concerning the Past, Chapter LXXXII . • 
1906 map '' ! 
Reading Chronicle, April 11, I89I; 1895-9^+; and June 2?, 197if ^ . I 
Reading Antiquarian Society, "Reflections: I t Happened on Haven j 

Street," Re^din^ ChrPnicle, July 31, Aug. 7, l i f , 1958; bound 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL COMSSION 
Of f i ce of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No: 

Reading C-172 

Property i ia i^ : ^00-622 Main St . 

Indicate each item on inventory form whid i i s being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

unknown, b e i n g h idden by the a l t e r a t i o n s . The d i v i s i o n between the 
second and t h i r d f l o o r s i s a course o f d e c o r a t i v e b r i c k w o r k . A 
l i m e s t o n e b e l t course ex tends l i k e a l i n t e l across the tops o f the 
t h i r d - f l o o r windows, b u t above t h i s i s a d e c o r a t e d band o f semi ­
c i r c u l a r b l i n d arches i n f i l l e d w i t h more o rnamenta l b r i c k w o r k . The 
arches are p o s i t i o n e d ove r the t h i r d - f l o o r windows, g i v i n g the i l ­
l u s i o n o f round-headed windows h e r e . S t i l l more d e c o r a t i v e b r i c k ­
work fo rms the c o r n i c e . 

-Q-n ^V'L'^'• '^lOH 

The "asor.ic 31ock (also ':no'./n as the 'I. F. Charles Ruildin-') i s 
s i : ~ n i f i c c n t ( I J as an exanple of hov; business replaced residences 
alon." " a i n Street i n the l a t e 19th century; (2) f o r i t s Ion- connection 
v.'ith a number of Readinr businesses and professional nen, p e r t i c u l a r y 
" ' i l l a r d ".-Charles; (?•) f o r i t s prominent l o c a t i o n , on a busy dov-ntovm 
corner i n Reading Square; a.r.d (4) as an ex?rr-:ple of the Second Renaissrnce 
^ e v i v p l s t y l e . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of locr . t i o n , general desi.gn, s e t t i n g , 
r n t e r i a l s , v/orkncnshio, snd f e e l i n g , snd neets C r i t e r i a A, IT, and C of 
the • I-'ational Register. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Wmr HPS use onlf 

received 

date ent«re<J 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ 'i-f 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomina tion/Type of Review 

51. House at 206 West Street Entered in the 
National RegistO^ 

52. House at 242 Summer Avenue 
Entered i n the 
National Register 

53. House at 322 Haven Street j ^ r e d I n the 
National Register 

Date/Signature 

7Y9-i* 

54. House at 483 Summer Avenue. 
Entered In the 
National Begister 

55. House at 1177 Main Street 

56. Lewis House 

Entered In the 
National Register 

Entered In tha 
National Register 

57. Manning, Charles, House Entered In the 
National Register 

CO X, . Entered In the 
58. Manning, Jacob, House National Register 

59. Masonic Block Entered In tho 
Katlonal Rogisaar 

60. Nichols, Daniel, Homestead 

Ent6re<3 In th(j 
Katlonal Rogletar 

Attest 

/deeper X^^^A'^^^^^^^^^'C^ y-z9-i 

Attest 

jfeeper ^AAA/U-X^.^.^.^S'^^..^ 7-Z9't' 

Attest 

/steeper ^̂ ĝ̂ Â-U-̂ -ŷ :̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ y 

Attest 

^Keeper /XA^^-^^^^-^-^^A^S*^.^.^ 7~z9-(7 

Attest 

/•steeper ZP^^^M-'^^^Sy.^ i-z9-4V 

Attest 

Attest 

Attest 

^Keepev /?A.<^^-u^.^.^<;>c«,.^ -1-/9-^ 

Attest 

peeper ^^^^L^^^-LW^^^K-*-^ 77i-i¥ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

Masonic Block (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal 

[Zl sample \U request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 7--S~—i-

ErtKed I n th^«'0"= 
National Register 

4J984 
7-/9 -J-y 

^^t,CC^V\'7-Af'6rf 

RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CU appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CU ruins 

CU unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CU altered 

[Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
CU dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

> Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


