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U.S. Department of the Interior
NFS Photo by Charles C. Keely, Jr.

Today some 400,000 visitors annually pass through 
the humble two-room cottage where the 31st President 
of the United States was born. This is one of several 
buildings in the Downey Street neighborhood which 
have been carefully restored by the National Park 
Service. The cottage is furnished with many of the 
original pieces which belonged to Hoover's parents, 
Jesse and Hulda, who built the home about 1870.

Herbert Hoover
National Historic Site 
West Branch, Iowa
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A view down historic Downey Street, now closed to 
traffic, recreates the era of Herbert Hoover's birth a 
century ago in rural West Branch, Iowa. More than 
400,000 visitors annually tour the Herbert Hoover Na­ 
tional Historic Site.
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