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7. NARRATI VE DESCR PTI ON

The Stoughton Public Library, now known as thelucius Clapp Menorial, i s
situated on t hesouthwest corner of Pleasant Street (Route 139) and Park
Street (Route 27) where Washington Street (Route 138) nmeets Park Street. The
location i sthecenter of theTown of Stoughton anong commercial and
institutional buildings representative of early tomd-twentieth century
architecture. The Library i sconstructed of redbrick with Indiana |imestone
trim  The massing and decorative elaboration i srepresentative of the
Ceorgian Revival style of architecturewith classical articulation, a popular
form used innmany civic and institutional structures of theearly twentieth
century.

The one-third acre | ot (17,370 square feet), on which theold Stoughton Public
Library i slocated, i saslightly elevated piece of land with no formal

| andscaping. Sone shrubbery areclustered at thesteps and randomy placed
around thebuilding and a fewtrees arescattered on thel ot along Pleasant
Street and at therear of thebuilding, where theparking | ot for the adjacent
bank borders thelibrary lot. Surrounded on three sides by bank buil dings and
opposite theUnitarian Church (1970) t heproperty i sone of several
institutional style buildings and one of theonly classical style structures
in theimediate vicinity. There are a nunber of nineteenth century
residential buildings retaining architectural andhistorical integrityi n
close proximty.

The small | ot was originally thelocation of Stoughton's first school house,
built i n1768. | nthenineteenth century thel ot was thesite of a tavern
until 1861 and then a fenced open field adjacent toand part of the Atherton
Estate which extended along Park from Seaver t o Pleasant Street. The nain
house of theformer Atherton Estate was torn down i nt he 1950s long after t he
1903 construction of the Stoughton Public Library, also known as t he Lucius
Clapp Memorial, on theplot of |and purchased from theAthertons for this

pur pose.

The two-story, brick building includes a full partially raised basement, a
vaulted first story, which i sthemain block of thebuilding, and an attic
space within thehipped roof and surrounding parapet. Constructed on a
dressed Milford granite block foundation, thebuilding's plan is well balanced
and predictable for theperiod and style of architecture. The main blocki s
rectangular with a slightly projectingpedimented portico on thenain or

(continued)
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sout hwest facade and a centrally placed rectangular rear el |l on thenortheast
elevation. The main block has a hipped roof, which has recently been restored
with slate shingles. The rear central el | also has a hipped roof, and the
entrance portico has a gabled facade i nfront of t heparapet which waps
around t heportico and main block. A tall detailed chimey extends at the
intersection of themin block and therear ell. The parapet and decorative
cornice wap around thebuilding enveloping and tying together themin block
and entrance portico.

Materials areinmportant tothedesign of thebuilding creating a solid
physical presence for a key institutional structure. The granite and brick
are strong materials for which thebold design i snecessary toachievethe

appropriate effect. Indiana limestone trimwas nost commonly used i nthelate
nineteenth and early twentieth century. M\While nmost of theother trimsuch as
wi ndow frames and narrow cornice band under themodillion blocks i swoodthe

bl ocks are nade of sheet metal which i sa nmore durable material againstthe
weather. The Library was built with a slate roof and altered i nthe md
1900s. The slate has recently been restored, an important contribution to the
preservation of the property.

The sinmple, yet substantial, classical design of the Georgian Revival building
is enhanced with classical ornamentation including heavy nol ded modillion

bl ocks nmade of sheet metal at thecornice, thearcaded brick w ndow surrounds
with limestone keystones and lintels, theround headed wi ndows, thebold water
table creating a base for thefirst story articulation, and thecentrally
located entrance portico with rusticated corners and flanking pairs of

i mestone colums supporting thefull templar pediment. The corners of each
section of thebuilding resemble rusticationwith evenly spaced indented brick
courses. |t isthearchitectural elaboration, including the modillioned
cornice, theparapet, theovolo band course just under thecornice and the
water table, which wap around thebuilding andvisually unify the structure.
Most of thearchitectural details such as windows and trim are t he sane
throughout thebuilding coiitributing tosynmretry and bal ance andunification
of theparts. All windows of themin block are made up of nine-over-nine
doubl e hung sash flanked by three-over-three sash and topped with a
multi-1ight fanor roundheaded wi ndow. The wi ndows have wood frames with a
panel |l ed base and are set into an arched opening, thetoppart of whichi s
articulated with a slightly raised brick band and |imestone keystone and tabs
accentuating and offsetting t heroundheaded part of thew ndow unit. Two
bands, theprojecting raised water table and t heovolo nolded cornice band,

(continued)
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which wap around theentire structure, mark thenmain story of thelibrary.
The sane effect of unity i sachieved by thewapping brick parapet with copper
coping and t hebrick ovolo band above theraised basenent w ndows.

Sout hwest El evation

The main entrance facade of thebuilding, along Park Street, faces southwest
and i sopposite the 1917 Classical Revival Stoughton Trust Conpany buil ding
(now Bay Bank). The dominant feature of thesouthwest facade i s the
two-story, enclosed and slightly projecting portico with paired Tuscan-like
nmonurent al  col ums. Seven granite steps, with iron balustrade on theouter
edges of thetwelve foot width, approach theentrance portico which projects
fromthemain block by nearly five feet. The paired entrance doors have been
replaced by nmodern glass doors and a "Stoughton Historical Society" signin
the transom but theentrance frame and roundheaded Iight over the surround
are retained.

Each pair of round Tuscan pilasters rests on substantial rectangular brick
bases with limestone caps. Each limestone half colum or pilaster has a
square and round base, a slightly tapered shaft and a round and squareri m
formng theplain capital appropriate for theunadorned order. The pilasters
carry thetenplar gable pediment marking theentrance. The pedinment i s nade
up of thenolded entablaturewith sign band of gold leaf letters "Lucius Cl app
Memorial", and t heheavy raking cornice line of thepediment with sheet metal
modi | I'ion blocks.

The rustication of thesides of theprojecting portico wap tothemain block
and end where copper downspouts aresituated on either side of theentrance
projection. The main block has one roundheaded wi ndow on each side of the
portico and rusticated corners. Under each window i sa half basement w ndow.

Nor t hwest El evation

The side elevation facing Pleasant Street i sopposite the 1970 nodern
Universalist Unitarian Church. The three parts of thebuilding and how they
relate t oone another i shest viewed on thenorthwest facade. The main block
projects towards Pleasant Street displaying three bays with a |imestone

bal cony cantilevered at thecenter bay. | nplace of thedouble hung sashi s

(continued)
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an eighteen-light door with a six-light transomopening onto t hebalcony. The
stone bal cony has short panelled coltims or posts with turned balusters, a

mol ded coping or hand rail, and heavy scroll brackets supporting thebalcony.
The nol ded and panelled tall chimey with corbelled topextending well above
the roof line at therear of themin block i sbhest seen from Pleasant

Street. The rear ell, which i sinfact dimnished by themain block, displays
tw stories of four bays each with plain one-over-one double hung sash set in
a sinple wood frame with limestone sills and splayed brick lintels. The
spacing of thebays i snot uniform but i ssymmetrical with a wider bandi n
between t hem ddl e bays than between theothers. The northwest side of the
rear el | also has three raised basenent w ndows of double hung sash and a
partially bel ow grade door totheboiler room Copper downspouts are located
at thenost northern corner of themain block and therear ell.

Sout heast El evation

To theright of themin entrance i sthesoutheast side of thelibrary, facing
the side of the 1954 Stoughton Co-op Bank. The nost visible portion of this
side i sthewall of themain block with three bays each with t heroundheaded
w ndows over half basement w ndows. The rear el | facing southeast i sfour
bays wide with two stories of one-over-one double hung sash simlar tothose
on thenortheast side visible from Pleasant Street. There are four double
hung hal f basement w ndows al so.

Nort heast El evation

The rear of thebuilding or northeast elevation faces the 1957 Randol ph
Savings Bank and t he el aborated 1855 Hill House i ntheltaiianate Style.
Facing thedriveway at therear i stheendwall of therear el |l with only one
central bay which has double hung sash at t he second story level, anarrow
door with iron latch and hinges covering thefirst story bay and a half
basenent doubl e hung wi ndow also centrally located on thewall. The rear
walls of themain block are seen on each side of therear el lwall. Othe
right or northwest side are two basenent openings, a door and wi ndow andtwo
basement windows; and on theleft or northeast side are two basenent w ndows.
The cornice of therear el | has no modillionblocks and thecornice wap neets
the main block between therake and cornice band of thenain block. Therei s
no parapet on therear block.

(continued)
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[nterior

The interior of the buildingis intact displaying the original design intent
in terms of spaces and rich architectural ornamentation. The entrance area
has a terrazzo floor with marble baseboards and oak panelled wainscoting and
plastered walls. Centrally located marble steps lead to the central section
or lobby with a vaulted ceiling with a skylight affect achieved by glass
panels shielding the centered light fixture. NMnunental floor to ceiling oak
coltamms on the sane axis as the entrance mark the entrance to the meeting room
which was the stack roomof the early library. The main reading rooms on each
side of the central |obby are decorated with oak wainscotting, and nolded
plastered cornices on plaster walls. The Reading Roomat the rear of the
Lucius B Clapp Roomon the west side of the Lobby has a large fireplace with
ten foot wide oak mantel with carved classical detailing. Above the mantel is
a bas relief of Lucius Clapp done by George Brewster. At the rear of the
Henry L. Pierce Roomon the southeast side of the Lobby is an office with a
gas fireplace which has been closed off. The rear el | houses the Edwin A
Jones Auditoriioma roomwhich has no elaborate ornamentation. The basenent

has several smaller roons, bathroonms and a vault

Alterations are insubstantial and do not detract from the integrity of the
building. G the exterior there was a second chimey on the rear of the main
bl ock and southeast side of the rear ell. Thus the original design displayed
two symmetrically placed chimmeys with balance of design. The second chi mey
has been capped at the roof line rendering the gas fireplace in the office

i noperable. Interior changes are mnimal and limted to the ca. 1970 covering
over of the staircase in the rear el | which went to the basenent. The
staircase renmains intact in the basement.

Archaeol ogical Description

No prehistoric sites are recorded on the property or in the general area

(within one mle). In general, the potential for significant prehistoric
archaeol ogical remains is low, because of small | ot size and construction
impacts from the Ilibrary which has a full basement. |n addition, locationa

criterion (slope, drainage, distance to water) of the property are not
particularly favorable for prehistoric settlement.

VWhile library construction my have inpacted historic archaeological remins
on the property, the locationof tw specific sites on the parcel indicates a

(continued)
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moderate potential for significant historic survivals. The nomi nated property
is thereported site of thetown's first school house (1768) and a tavern until
1861. Although library construction has |ikely damaged these resources, t he
extent of these inpacts areinmpossibletogauge at this tinme.

(end)

8. STATEMENT F SI GN FI CANCE

The Stoughton Public Library, now known as thelucius Capp Menorial, located
at a central intersection of Stoughton, i simportant for its association with
the devel opment of the Town of Stoughton and for it srepresentation of

Ceorgian Revival architecture, a popular design used i ncivic buildings i n the
early twentieth century. The Library was constructed i n1903 i nresponse to
a need for larger library space andwith thegift of long time Stoughton
benefactor, Lucius Clapp. The Library retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, feeling, association and workmanship and i ssignificant at
the local level for Criteria A and C of theNational Register of Historic

Pl aces.

The first settlement of what was t he South Precinct of Dorchester (1715)
occurred i ntheearly eighteenth century along themajor north-southroutes
and at thecurrent town center of Stoughton. The Town of Stoughton was
incorporated i n1726 but not until 1797 di d i tachieve its present boundaries
following theseparate incorporation of Sharon i n1783 and Canton i n 1797.
The first parish was established i n1743 and by 1768 t hefirst school was
situated at thetown center on thel ot which later becane thelocation of the
1903 Stoughton Public Library. Early econonic devel opment followedthe
traditional summer agricultural and grazing patterns with lumbering i n the
winter. By them d 1700s shoe manufacturing was a major town industry
especially i nthevillages which were not located on or near water sources.
Vst Stoughton which had water power was t hehorme of early textile mills.

Wth theadvent of therailroad cane substantial growth of theboot and shoe
industry. The population tripled with theinflux of a large Irisli population
bet ween 1845 and 1855. At theend of theCivil War i n1865 t heboot and shoe
manufacturing enployed 1,168 out of a work force of 1,298 i nStoughton. The
prosperity of Stoughton's businesses was reflected i nthe substantial
residences and architect designed public buildings of thelate nineteenth
century. The interest i nand expansion of social, cultural, and educational

(continued)
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activities was also reflective of econonmic well being of thetown. Byt he
end of thenineteenth century Stoughton was a suburban industrial center of
the greater Boston area. 1 n 1900 t hepopulationwas 5,442. By that timethe
town had a bank, eleven public schools, a newspaper, and seven churches.
Services and amenities included telephone, electricity, gas, and railroad
service. An electric railway connected Stoughton with Brockton tothesouth
and with Boston tothenorth. A public water works systemwas well
established by 1892.

The Library was founded i n1874 and had three different honmes by 1900 as which

time itswas located i nthe 1882 Town Hall. |1 n1876 thefirst major bequest
cane from Lucius C app who donated 250 books t oensure it spermnence as an
institution i nStoughton. |1 n1881theBoard of Trustees appliedto Andrew

Carnegie totake advantage of his offer t odonate building funds for the
construction of public libraries. This appeal did not receive favorable
results, thus thelibrary remined housed i nthe 1882 Town Hall. | n1902 t he
Trustees nmade a plea for private donations tobuild a library. Lucius B
Clapp responded with a donation of $25, 000 which covered thecost of the
building. A donation from Henry L. Pierce was used toacquire a substantial
collection of books.

Lucius B. Clapp (1817-1909) was born in North Easton where his father Charles
Clapp was a farmer. The family nmoved t o Stoughton i n1821tofarmthe75 acre
former Merion farm on West Street. Lucius Clapp was educated i nlocal schools
and followedhis father's vocation of farmng. 1 n1847 he married Emly
Waters of a promnent and ol d Stoughton famly. Capp continued towork as a
farmer, travelled extensively, andwas involved i nlocal affairs servingon
the school board, as a selectman, and as a library trustee. Clapp sold his
farm and noved from Stoughton i n1895 due t odissatisfaction over thetown's
lack of interest inhis request tobuild a safer and nore direct roadto
Easton than existed. However Clapp remained involved i nStoughton affairs as
can ge attested toby his 1902 Library donation. Lucius Clapp i shuriedi n
Stoughton i ntheDry Pond Cermetery within a half mle of his Stoughton hone.

The bequest of $25,000 was given t o Stoughton with no conditions other than

the preference toremain anonynous according tothe 1902 Annual Report of the
Town Library. However, once thedonation was accepted and plans were formng
to construct a library, M. Capp becane involved by appointing George Mnk,
Library Trustee, todirect thebuilding of thelibrary. The | ot on whichthe
building i sconstructed was purchased for $6,800 from t heAtherton estate, the
mai n house of which was on t hecorner of Seaver and Park Streets until the
1950s when i t was razed toconstruct the 1954 Stoughton GCo-op Bank.

(continued)
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The architect for the Library was Walter Atherton (1863-1945) who had been
born andraised i n Stoughton inthe famly honestead onthe adjacent | ot.
Atherton trained at Massachusetts Institute of Technology andat the L' Ecole
des Beaux Arts in Paris. Following his return to Boston in 1896 he practiced
in the office of Herbert D Hale. Atherton, a nenber of the Boston Societyof
Architects, designed various public buildingsincluding schools, YMZAs, and
libraries. Two exanples of his work inasimlar Georgian Revival style are
the YMDZAs in Chelsea (1910) andBeverly (1910) Massachusetts.

The design for the Library was accepted on May 29, 1903 andthe construction
took place within the next year. Dedication of the Library was June 30, 1904
at which time the Chairman of the Trustees, Christopher Farrell, characterized
Clapp's gift by stating that "each citizen of the town was anheir tothe
savings of alifetime of frugality andthrift". At the dedicationtribute was
also paid to the Honorable Henry Lillie Pierce, who had been raisedin
Stoughton, served as Mayor of Boston, andin 1898 donated $25,000 t othe

Li brary, the income of which was to be used to purchase books.

The Stoughton Public Library remained at this location, which also housed the
Stoughton Historical Society at the request nade by Lucius Clapp, until 1969
when once again the size of the building could nolonger accommodate the
continued expanding needs of the community library. A newnodern library was
built at 84 Park Street andthis 1903 building was renamed the Lucius C app
Menorial t oreduce confusion of having two buil dings naned the Stoughton
Public Library, both on Park Street.

The Stoughton Historical Society continued to usethe 1903 building and in
1972 the Town voted to lease the entire building to the Historical Society for
nmusevim and research center. Since 1982the O d Stoughton Musical Society also
maintains itscollection of rare music books in the building and holds
rehearsals in the 1903 Stoughton Public Library, nowknown as the Lucius C app
Menori al .

The 1903 Stoughton Public Library is significant for Criterion Afor its
representation of animportant aspect of comrunity devel opment i n Stoughton.
The growth in the sophistication of the community was addressed by the
construction of the Library which inturn fosteredthe strong local interests
in cultural andeducational expression. Thelibrary is also significant for
Criterion Cfor itsexpression of adistinctive style andperiodof
construction popular incivic andinstitutional buildingsinoutlying suburban

(continued)
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communities. Thebuildings which i snowknown as t he Lucius Cl app Menori al
continues a general educational andcultural usealthough thefocus has
shifted with the 1969construction of a newpublic library.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Historic archaeological remains described above have thepotential for
providing detailed information on several of thesocial, cultural, and
econom c patterns that characterized growth i n18th andearly 19t hcentury
Stoughton prior tothetow's major growth period. Potential remains fromthe
town's first school house can be particularly important though documentingthe
birth of Stoughton's educational system of which thelibrary i s apart.

(end)

9. MAJQOR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL RHEHREINCES
Atherton, Walter, architect. Original Plans for Library, 1903.

Flynn, John E Beyond theBlew Hills. Stoughton Historical Society,
1976.

Norfol k County Registry of Deeds, Libra 937, Folio 341- 1902.
Stoughton. Town Meeting Records, Articles 3 &4, 1902.
Stoughton Col I ection, Stoughton Public Library.

Wodward, Dorothy M Stoughton Public Library - 100 Years. 1874-1974.
1974.

(end)
10. GECEAPH CAL DATA

VERBAL BONDARY DESCR PTION - The attached Assessor's Map #49, Lot #177 i s t he
| egal boundary description of the Stoughton Public Library lot. The one-third
acre | ot has 134 feet of frontage on Park Street itswestern bhorder, 32 feet

of frontage at thecorner of Park andPleasant Streets, 99 feet of frontage on
Pl easant Street itsnorthern border, andi sbordered ontheeast by Lot #176
of theNap #49, andonthesouth by Lot #178 of Map #49.

BONDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON - The boundary of theproperty line i sthehistorical

and present property line associated with the Stoughton Public Library. It is
the parcel which was purchased by t he Town from t heAthertons i n1902 forthe
express purpose of constructing a library. Thelot |ines have not changed
since the 1902 purchase.

(end)
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

June 29, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

/
Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed youwill find thefollowing nom nationform

Lucius Clapp Menorial, 6 Park Street, Stoughton (Norfolk County),
Massachusetts, 02072.

Aletter of support has been received by t he Stoughton Town Manager (see
encl osed).

The nom nationwas voted eligible by theState Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t heneetingand
were afforded theopportunity t oconment.

Sincerely,

Betsy friedberg |
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

encl osure

cc: Alice Petruzzo, Stoughton Historical Conm ssion
Roberta M DeAndrade, Chairperson, Stoughton Board of Selectnen
Philip J. Farrington, Stoughton Town Manager
Gretchen Schul er, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judiih B. McDonough, Executive Director, Siate Histonc Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



®QuIN o Moudfton

10 Pearl Street | Stoughton, MA 02072 | (617) 341-1300 | FAX (617) 344-5048

June 3, 1992

Ms. Judith B MDonough .-
Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer

80 Boylston Street

Boston, M\ 02116

RE  Stoughton Public Library (AKA Lucius Clapp Memorial Buil ding)
Dear Ms. Boylston:

The Town of Stoughton fully supports the nomnation of the
former Stoughton Public Library building for nomnation tothe

National Register of Historic Places. This building, comonly
known as t he Lucius Clapp Memorial, has been fully renovated and
restored toitsoriginal construction. The Building i snovjthe

hone of the Stoughton Historical Society and houses our nuseum
The building i salso used for many cultural activities. Ms. Alice
Petruzzo, Chairman of the Stoughton Historical Comm ssion and past

president of the Stoughton Historical Society, will represent the
Town at t he hearing on June 10, 1992. She i sfully authorized by
the Board of Selectmen tospeak for the Towmn. Ms. Petruzzo lives

at 1062 West Street, Stoughton and may be reached at 344-5456 or
344-9241. C oy e :

It i spossible that our Town Meeting will be i n session on

June 10, 1992, thus preventing the Selectmen and | from attending
this hearinc

Philip J. Farrington
Town Manager

PJF/ r mm

cC: Board of Selectmen



