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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

The Stoughton Public Library, now known as the Lucius Clapp Memorial, i s 
situated on the southwest corner of Pleasant Street (Route 139) and Park 
Street (Route 27) where Washington Street (Route 138) meets Park Street. The 
location is the center of the Town of Stoughton among commercial and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings representative of early to mid-twentieth century 
architecture. The Library i s constructed of red brick with Indiana limestone 
trim. The massing and decorative elaboration is representative of the 
Georgian Revival style of architecture with classical a r t i c u l a t i o n , a popular 
form used i n many c i v i c and i n s t i t u t i o n a l structures of the early twentieth 
century. 

The one-third acre l o t (17,370 square f e e t ) , on which the old Stoughton Public 
Library i s located, is a s l i g h t l y elevated piece of land with no formal 
landscaping. Some shrubbery are clustered at the steps and randomly placed 
around the building and a few trees are scattered on the l o t along Pleasant 
Street and at the rear of the building, where the parking l o t for the adjacent 
bank borders the Library l o t . Surrounded on three sides by bank buildings and 
opposite the Unitarian Church (1970) the property i s one of several 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l style buildings and one of the only classical style structures 
i n the immediate v i c i n i t y . There are a number of nineteenth century 
re s i d e n t i a l buildings retaining architectural and h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y i n 
close proximity. 

The small l o t was o r i g i n a l l y the location of Stoughton's f i r s t schoolhouse, 
b u i l t i n 1768. In the nineteenth century the l o t was the s i t e of a tavern 
u n t i l 1861 and then a fenced open f i e l d adjacent to and part of the Atherton 
Estate which extended along Park from Seaver to Pleasant Street. The main 
house of the former Atherton Estate was torn down i n the 1950s long after the 
1903 construction of the Stoughton Public Library, also known as the Lucius 
Clapp Memorial, on the p l o t of land purchased from the Athertons for t h i s 
purpose. 

The two-story, br i c k building includes a f u l l p a r t i a l l y raised basement, a 
vaulted f i r s t story, which i s the main block of the building, and an a t t i c 
space w i t h i n the hipped roof and surrounding parapet. Constructed on a 
dressed M i l f o r d granite block foundation, the building's plan i s well balanced 
and predictable for the period and style of architecture. The main block is 
rectangular with a s l i g h t l y projecting pedimented portico on the main or 

(continued) 
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southwest facade and a ce n t r a l l y placed rectangular rear e l l on the northeast 
elevation. The main block has a hipped roof, which has recently been restored 
with slate shingles. The rear central e l l also has a hipped roof, and the 
entrance portico has a gabled facade i n fro n t of the parapet which wraps 
around the portico and main block. A t a l l detailed chimney extends at the 
intersection of the main block and the rear e l l . The parapet and decorative 
cornice wrap around the building enveloping and tying together the main block 
and entrance portico. 

Materials are important to the design of the building creating a s o l i d 
physical presence for a key i n s t i t u t i o n a l structure. The granite and brick 
are strong materials for which the bold design i s necessary to achieve the 
appropriate e f f e c t . Indiana limestone t r i m was most commonly used i n the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century. While most of the other t r i m such as 
window frames and narrow cornice band under the modillion blocks i s wood the 
blocks are made of sheet metal which is a more durable material against the 
weather. The Library was b u i l t with a slate roof and altered i n the mid 
1900s. The slate has recently been restored, an important contribution to the 
preservation of the property. 

The simple, yet substantial, classical design of the Georgian Revival building 
is enhanced with classical ornamentation including heavy molded modillion 
blocks made of sheet metal at the cornice, the arcaded brick window surrounds 
with limestone keystones and l i n t e l s , the round headed windows, the bold water 
table creating a base for the f i r s t story a r t i c u l a t i o n , and the cent r a l l y 
located entrance portico with rusticated corners and flanking pairs of 
limestone columns supporting the f u l l templar pediment. The corners of each 
section of the building resemble r u s t i c a t i o n with evenly spaced indented brick 
courses. I t i s the architectural elaboration, including the modillioned 
cornice, the parapet, the ovolo band course j u s t under the cornice and the 
water table, which wrap around the building and v i s u a l l y unify the structure. 
Most of the arch i t e c t u r a l details such as windows and tri m are the same 
throughout the building coii t r i b u t i n g to symmetry and balance and u n i f i c a t i o n 
of the parts. A l l windows of the main block are made up of nine-over-nine 
double hung sash flanked by three-over-three sash and topped with a 
m u l t i - l i g h t fan or roundheaded window. The windows have wood frames with a 
panelled base and are set into an arched opening, the top part of which i s 
art i c u l a t e d with a s l i g h t l y raised brick band and limestone keystone and tabs 
accentuating and o f f s e t t i n g the roundheaded part of the window u n i t . Two 
bands, the projecting raised water table and the ovolo molded cornice band, 

(continued) 
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which wrap around the entire structure, mark the main story of the l i b r a r y . 
The same ef f e c t of unity i s achieved by the wrapping bri c k parapet with copper 
coping and the brick ovolo band above the raised basement windows. 

Southwest Elevation 

The main entrance facade of the building, along Park Street, faces southwest 
and i s opposite the 1917 Classical Revival Stoughton Trust Company building 
(now Bay Bank). The dominant feature of the southwest facade is the 
two-story, enclosed and s l i g h t l y projecting portico with paired Tuscan-like 
monumental columns. Seven granite steps, with iro n balustrade on the outer 
edges of the twelve foot width, approach the entrance portico which projects 
from the main block by nearly f i v e feet. The paired entrance doors have been 
replaced by modern glass doors and a "Stoughton H i s t o r i c a l Society" sign i n 
the transom, but the entrance frame and roundheaded l i g h t over the surround 
are retained. 

Each pair of round Tuscan pi l a s t e r s rests on substantial rectangular brick 
bases with limestone caps. Each limestone h a l f column or p i l a s t e r has a 
square and round base, a s l i g h t l y tapered shaft and a round and square rim 
forming the p l a i n c a p i t a l appropriate for the unadorned order. The pilasters 
carry the templar gable pediment marking the entrance. The pediment is made 
up of the molded entablature with sign band of gold leaf l e t t e r s "Lucius Clapp 
Memorial", and the heavy raking cornice l i n e of the pediment with sheet metal 
modillion blocks. 

The r u s t i c a t i o n of the sides of the projecting portico wrap to the main block 
and end where copper downspouts are situated on either side of the entrance 
projection. The main block has one roundheaded window on each side of the 
portico and rusticated corners. Under each window i s a h a l f basement window. 

Northwest Elevation 

The side elevation facing Pleasant Street is opposite the 1970 modern 
Universalist Unitarian Church. The three parts of the building and how they 
relate to one another is best viewed on the northwest facade. The main block 
projects towards Pleasant Street displaying three bays with a limestone 
balcony cantilevered at the center bay. In place of the double hung sash is 

(continued) 
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an eighteen-light door with a s i x - l i g h t transom opening onto the balcony. The 
stone balcony has short panelled coltimns or posts with turned balusters, a 
molded coping or hand r a i l , and heavy s c r o l l brackets supporting the balcony. 
The molded and panelled t a l l chimney with corbelled top extending well above 
the roof l i n e at the rear of the main block i s best seen from Pleasant 
Street. The rear e l l , which i s i n fact diminished by the main block, displays 
two stories of four bays each with p l a i n one-over-one double hung sash set i n 
a simple wood frame with limestone s i l l s and splayed b r i c k l i n t e l s . The 
spacing of the bays i s not uniform but i s symmetrical with a wider band i n 
between the middle bays than between the others. The northwest side of the 
rear e l l also has three raised basement windows of double hung sash and a 
p a r t i a l l y below grade door to the b o i l e r room. Copper downspouts are located 
at the most northern corner of the main block and the rear e l l . 

Southeast Elevation 

To the r i g h t of the main entrance is the southeast side of the Library, facing 
the side of the 1954 Stoughton Co-op Bank. The most v i s i b l e portion of th i s 
side i s the wall of the main block with three bays each with the roundheaded 
windows over h a l f basement windows. The rear e l l facing southeast i s four 
bays wide with two stories of one-over-one double hung sash similar to those 
on the northeast side v i s i b l e from Pleasant Street. There are four double 
hung h a l f basement windows also. 

Northeast Elevation 

The rear of the building or northeast elevation faces the 1957 Randolph 
Savings Bank and the elaborated 1855 H i l l House i n the I t a i i a n a t e Style. 
Facing the driveway at the rear i s the end wall of the rear e l l with only one 
central bay which has double hung sash at the second story l e v e l , a narrow 
door with iron latch and hinges covering the f i r s t story bay and a hal f 
basement double hung window also c e n t r a l l y located on the wall. The rear 
walls of the main block are seen on each side of the rear e l l wall. On the 
r i g h t or northwest side are two basement openings, a door and window and two 
basement windows; and on the l e f t or northeast side are two basement windows. 
The cornice of the rear e l l has no modillion blocks and the cornice wrap meets 
the main block between the rake and cornice band of the main block. There i s 
no parapet on the rear block. 

(continued) 
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I n t e r i o r 

The i n t e r i o r of the building i s in t a c t displaying the o r i g i n a l design intent 
i n terms of spaces and r i c h a rchitectural ornamentation. The entrance area 
has a terrazzo f l o o r with marble baseboards and oak panelled wainscoting and 
plastered walls. Centrally located marble steps lead to the central section 
or lobby with a vaulted c e i l i n g with a skylight a f f e c t achieved by glass 
panels shielding the centered l i g h t f i x t u r e . Monumental f l o o r to c e i l i n g oak 
coltamns on the same axis as the entrance mark the entrance to the meeting room 
which was the stack room of the early l i b r a r y . The main reading rooms on each 
side of the central lobby are decorated with oak wainscotting, and molded 
plastered cornices on plaster walls. The Reading Room at the rear of the 
Lucius B. Clapp Room on the west side of the Lobby has a large fireplace with 
ten foot wide oak mantel with carved classical d e t a i l i n g . Above the mantel is 
a bas r e l i e f of Lucius Clapp done by George Brewster. At the rear of the 
Henry L. Pierce Room on the southeast side of the Lobby i s an o f f i c e with a 
gas fireplace which has been closed o f f . The rear e l l houses the Edwin A. 
Jones Auditoriiom a room which has no elaborate ornamentation. The basement 
has several smaller rooms, bathrooms and a vault. 

Alterations are insubstantial and do not detract from the i n t e g r i t y of the 
building. On the exterior there was a second chimney on the rear of the main 
block and southeast side of the rear e l l . Thus the o r i g i n a l design displayed 
two symmetrically placed chimneys with balance of design. The second chimney 
has been capped at the roof l i n e rendering the gas fireplace i n the o f f i c e 
inoperable. I n t e r i o r changes are minimal and l i m i t e d to the ca. 1970 covering 
over of the staircase i n the rear e l l which went to the basement. The 
staircase remains i n t a c t i n the basement. 

Archaeological Description 

No prehistoric sites are recorded on the property or i n the general area 
(within one mile). In general, the p o t e n t i a l for s i g n i f i c a n t prehistoric 
archaeological remains i s low, because of small l o t size and construction 
impacts from the l i b r a r y which has a f u l l basement. I n addition, locational 
c r i t e r i o n (slope, drainage, distance to water) of the property are not 
p a r t i c u l a r l y favorable for prehistoric settlement. 

While l i b r a r y construction may have impacted h i s t o r i c archaeological remains 
on the property, the location of two specific sites on the parcel indicates a 

(continued) 
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moderate po t e n t i a l for s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c survivals. The nominated property 
is the reported s i t e of the town's f i r s t schoolhouse (1768) and a tavern u n t i l 
1861. Although l i b r a r y construction has l i k e l y damaged these resources, the 
extent of these impacts are impossible to gauge at t h i s time. 

(end) 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Stoughton Public Library, now known as the Lucius Clapp Memorial, located 
at a central intersection of Stoughton, is important for i t s association with 
the development of the Town of Stoughton and for i t s representation of 
Georgian Revival architecture, a popular design used i n c i v i c buildings i n the 
early twentieth century. The Library was constructed i n 1903 i n response to 
a need for larger l i b r a r y space and with the g i f t of long time Stoughton 
benefactor, Lucius Clapp. The Library retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, 
set t i n g , materials, feeling, association and workmanship and i s s i g n i f i c a n t at 
the local level for C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The f i r s t settlement of what was the South Precinct of Dorchester (1715) 
occurred i n the early eighteenth century along the major north-south routes 
and at the current town center of Stoughton. The Town of Stoughton was 
incorporated i n 1726 but not u n t i l 1797 did i t achieve i t s present boundaries 
following the separate incorporation of Sharon i n 1783 and Canton i n 1797. 
The f i r s t parish was established i n 1743 and by 1768 the f i r s t school was 
situated at the town center on the l o t which l a t e r became the location of the 
1903 Stoughton Public Library. Early economic development followed the 
t r a d i t i o n a l summer a g r i c u l t u r a l and grazing patterns with lumbering i n the 
winter. By the mid 1700s shoe manufacturing was a major town industry 
especially i n the vil l a g e s which were not located on or near water sources. 
West Stoughton which had water power was the home of early t e x t i l e m i l l s . 

With the advent of the r a i l r o a d came substantial growth of the boot and shoe 
industry. The population t r i p l e d with the i n f l u x of a large I r i s l i population 
between 1845 and 1855. At the end of the C i v i l War i n 1865 the boot and shoe 
manufacturing employed 1,168 out of a work force of 1,298 i n Stoughton. The 
prosperity of Stoughton's businesses was reflected i n the substantial 
residences and architect designed public buildings of the late nineteenth 
century. The interest i n and expansion of social, c u l t u r a l , and educational 

(continued) 
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a c t i v i t i e s was also r e f l e c t i v e of economic well being of the town. By the 
end of the nineteenth century Stoughton was a suburban i n d u s t r i a l center of 
the greater Boston area. I n 1900 the population was 5,442. By that time the 
town had a bank, eleven public schools, a newspaper, and seven churches. 
Services and amenities included telephone, e l e c t r i c i t y , gas, and ra i l r o a d 
service. An e l e c t r i c railway connected Stoughton with Brockton to the south 
and with Boston to the north. A public water works system was well 
established by 1892. 

The Library was founded i n 1874 and had three d i f f e r e n t homes by 1900 as which 
time i t s was located i n the 1882 Town Hall. I n 1876 the f i r s t major bequest 
came from Lucius Clapp who donated 250 books to ensure i t s permanence as an 
i n s t i t u t i o n i n Stoughton. I n 1881 the Board of Trustees applied to Andrew 
Carnegie to take advantage of his of f e r to donate building funds for the 
construction of public l i b r a r i e s . This appeal did not receive favorable 
results, thus the Library remained housed i n the 1882 Town Hall. I n 1902 the 
Trustees made a plea for private donations to b u i l d a l i b r a r y . Lucius B. 
Clapp responded with a donation of $25,000 which covered the cost of the 
building. A donation from Henry L. Pierce was used to acquire a substantial 
c o l l e c t i o n of books. 

Lucius B. Clapp (1817-1909) was born i n North Easton where his father Charles 
Clapp was a farmer. The family moved to Stoughton i n 1821 to farm the 75 acre 
former Merion farm on West Street. Lucius Clapp was educated i n local schools 
and followed his father's vocation of farming. In 1847 he married Emily 
Waters of a prominent and old Stoughton family. Clapp continued to work as a 
farmer, t r a v e l l e d extensively, and was involved i n local a f f a i r s serving on 
the school board, as a selectman, and as a l i b r a r y trustee. Clapp sold his 
farm and moved from Stoughton i n 1895 due to di s s a t i s f a c t i o n over the town's 
lack of inte r e s t i n his request to b u i l d a safer and more direc t road to 
Easton than existed. However Clapp remained involved i n Stoughton a f f a i r s as 
can ge attested to by his 1902 Library donation. Lucius Clapp is buried i n 
Stoughton i n the Dry Pond Cemetery wi t h i n a h a l f mile of his Stoughton home. 

The bequest of $25,000 was given to Stoughton with no conditions other than 
the preference to remain anonymous according to the 1902 Annual Report of the 
Town Library. However, once the donation was accepted and plans were forming 
to construct a l i b r a r y , Mr. Clapp became involved by appointing George Monk, 
Library Trustee, to direc t the building of the l i b r a r y . The l o t on which the 
building i s constructed was purchased for $6,800 from the Atherton estate, the 
main house of which was on the corner of Seaver and Park Streets u n t i l the 
1950s when i t was razed to construct the 1954 Stoughton Co-op Bank. 

(continued) 
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The architect for the Library was Walter Atherton (1863-1945) who had been 
born and raised i n Stoughton i n the family homestead on the adjacent l o t . 
Atherton trained at Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of Technology and at the L'Ecole 
des Beaux Arts i n Paris. Following his return to Boston i n 1896 he practiced 
i n the o f f i c e of Herbert D. Hale. Atherton, a member of the Boston Society of 
Architects, designed various public buildings including schools, YMCAs, and 
l i b r a r i e s . Two examples of his work i n a similar Georgian Revival style are 
the YMCAs i n Chelsea (1910) and Beverly (1910) Massachusetts. 

The design for the Library was accepted on May 29, 1903 and the construction 
took place w i t h i n the next year. Dedication of the Library was June 30, 1904 
at which time the Chairman of the Trustees, Christopher F a r r e l l , characterized 
Clapp's g i f t by stating that "each c i t i z e n of the town was an heir to the 
savings of a l i f e t i m e of f r u g a l i t y and t h r i f t " . At the dedication t r i b u t e was 
also paid to the Honorable Henry L i l l i e Pierce, who had been raised i n 
Stoughton, served as Mayor of Boston, and i n 1898 donated $25,000 to the 
Library, the income of which was to be used to purchase books. 

The Stoughton Public Library remained at t h i s location, which also housed the 
Stoughton H i s t o r i c a l Society at the request made by Lucius Clapp, u n t i l 1969 
when once again the size of the building could no longer accommodate the 
continued expanding needs of the community l i b r a r y . A new modern l i b r a r y was 
b u i l t at 84 Park Street and th i s 1903 building was renamed the Lucius Clapp 
Memorial to reduce confusion of having two buildings named the Stoughton 
Public Library, both on Park Street. 

The Stoughton H i s t o r i c a l Society continued to use the 1903 building and i n 
1972 the Town voted to lease the entire building to the H i s t o r i c a l Society for 
musevim and research center. Since 1982 the Old Stoughton Musical Society also 
maintains i t s c o l l e c t i o n of rare music books i n the building and holds 
rehearsals i n the 1903 Stoughton Public Library, now known as the Lucius Clapp 
Memorial. 

The 1903 Stoughton Public Library i s s i g n i f i c a n t for C r i t e r i o n A for i t s 
representation of an important aspect of community development i n Stoughton. 
The growth i n the sophistication of the community was addressed by the 
construction of the Library which i n turn fostered the strong local interests 
i n c u l t u r a l and educational expression. The Library is also s i g n i f i c a n t for 
C r i t e r i o n C for i t s expression of a d i s t i n c t i v e style and period of 
construction popular i n c i v i c and i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings i n outlying suburban 

(continued) 
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communities. The buildings which is now known as the Lucius Clapp Memorial 
continues a general educational and c u l t u r a l use although the focus has 
shif t e d with the 1969 construction of a new public l i b r a r y . 

Archaeological Significance 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on several of the social, c u l t u r a l , and 
economic patterns that characterized growth i n 18th and early 19th century 
Stoughton p r i o r to the town's major growth period. Potential remains from the 
town's f i r s t schoolhouse can be p a r t i c u l a r l y important though documenting the 
b i r t h of Stoughton's educational system of which the l i b r a r y i s apart. 

(end) 
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(end) 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION - The attached Assessor's Map #49, Lot #177 is the 
legal boundary description of the Stoughton Public Library l o t . Th*e one-third 
acre l o t has 134 feet of frontage on Park Street i t s western border, 32 feet 
of frontage at the corner of Park and Pleasant Streets, 99 feet of frontage on 
Pleasant Street i t s northern border, and is bordered on the east by Lot #176 
of the Map #49, and on the south by Lot #178 of Map #49. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION - The boundary of the property l i n e i s the h i s t o r i c a l 
and present property l i n e associated with the Stoughton Public Library. I t is 
the parcel which was purchased by the Town from the Athertons i n 1902 for the 
express purpose of constructing a l i b r a r y . The l o t lines have not changed 
since the 1902 purchase. 

(end) 
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June 29, 1992 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

/ 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination form: 

Lucius Clapp Memorial, 6 Park Street, Stoughton (Norfolk County), 
Massachusetts, 02072. 

A l e t t e r of support has been received by the Stoughton Town Manager (see 
enclosed). 

The nomination was voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State His t o r i c Preservation Officer. Owners were n o t i f i e d of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy friedberg | 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Alice Petruzzo, Stoughton H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Roberta M. DeAndrade, Chairperson, Stoughton Board of Selectmen 
P h i l i p J. Farrington, Stoughton Town Manager 
Gretchen Schuler, Preservation Consultant 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judiih B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Histonc Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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®0uin of t̂ou0ifton 
10 Pearl Street | Stoughton, MA 02072 | (617) 341-1300 | FAX (617) 344-5048 

June 3, 1992 

Ms. J u d i t h B. McDonough .. -
Executive D i r e c t o r 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
80 Boylston S t r e e t 
Boston, MA 02116 

RE: Stoughton Public L i b r a r y (AKA Lucius Clapp Memorial B u i l d i n g ) 

Dear Ms. Boylston: 

The Town of Stoughton f u l l y supports the nomination of the 
former Stoughton Public L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g f o r nomination to the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. This b u i l d i n g , commonly 
known as the Lucius Clapp Memorial, has been f u l l y renovated and 
restored to i t s o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . The B u i l d i n g i s novj the 
home of the Stoughton H i s t o r i c a l Society and houses our museum. 
The b u i l d i n g i s also used f o r many c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . Mrs. A l i c e 
Petruzzo, Chairman of the Stoughton H i s t o r i c a l Commission and past 
president of the Stoughton H i s t o r i c a l Society, w i l l represent the 
Town at the hearing on June 10, 1992. She i s f u l l y authorized by 
the Board of Selectmen to speak f o r the Town. Mrs. Petruzzo l i v e s 
at 1062 West S t r e e t , Stoughton and may be reached at 344-5456 or 
344-9241. , , , ......., 

I t i s possible t h a t our Town Meeting w i l l be i n session on 
June 10, 1992, thus preventing the Selectmen and I from attending 
t h i s hearinc 

P h i l i p J. F a r r i n g t o n 
Town Manager 

PJF/rmm 

cc: Board of Selectmen 


