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Code: SB-082 (~-~..,.,_f'· Congressional District: Third 

~ Name: Christ The King Church ) £ r Current Owner: Christ The King Church 
t.-- Address: Greenwood Ave. at s~ s 5+. . 
,_. Ft. Smith, AR. Address: 1918 Sout.h Greenwood 
.....- County: Sebastian Ft. Smith, AR 72901 

Architectural Information 

Architectural Firm: Thompson, sanders, & Ginocchio 

Date of Construction: 1930 Stylistic Influence: spanish Mission Style 

Original Use: Church Present Use: School 

Geographical In/ormation 

UTM Reference: 15 372420/3914190 Acreage: Less 

Verbal Boundary Description: A part of SE~ of SE~ of NE~ of S21, 
T8N, R32W 

Condition 

Deteriorated 
-~Ruins 

x Excellent 
Good 

--F.air 

x Unaltered 
Altered 

-----' __ Unexposed 
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This church is one of the most unusual and effective neighborhood church designs 
in the collection. Its construction of rock-faced native fieldstone laid in 
random coursing is especially appropriate to the unornamented simplicity 
that pervades the composition. The nave features the customary gable end 
roof, but the transept wings are unusual in their placement at the ~ront 
of the nave -rather than the rear. The dominant feature o~ this small church 
is the powerful image conveyed by the bold unornamented silhouette of the 
gable end entrance with its parapet angling upward and terminating in a sim;ple, 
open belltower crowned with a stone cross. Thi,s stark silhouette creates 
a unique evocation of the Spanish Mission Style among the firm•s church 
designs. The double leaf solid door with strap hinges is set into a round 
arch opening and features three small round arch windows tn the tra~om. 
Three narrow multi-paned windows appear on the ~ace, two ~lanking the_ door 
and the third centered in the gable end. Simple casement windows line the 
nave. 

Statement of Significance 

Christ the King Church in Fort Smith was designed by the Thompson, Sanders and 
Ginocchio firm in 1930. The unusual fieldstone construction in a design with 
a Spanish Mission style flavor serves to make the church. one of the most unusual 
designs in the collection. The unusual simplicity of the building is striking 
with the bold unadorned silhouette of the facade 1 s parapet and belltower. 
Located in a western Arkansas town, Christ the King Church is an . architecturally 
significant building in its setting and it§ relation to the other church 
structures in the collection. 



NPS Form 10·900-a 
(3-82) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page e -1-- I l.-

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Thompson, Charles L., Design Collection Thematic Resources 
State Arkansas 

Nomination/Type of Review 

71. McRae, D. L., House 

72. Bemis Florist Shop 

- 73. White House 

74. Bethel House 

Enterea 1n th 
Nat ional Re~i~te 

E:nfm't!Cl in th 
Nat~C'I"IP~ P c -t 

Date/Signature 

~er -~ /-.-;~.-,./r '-
Attest 

ftieeper {2Yu!:~~ r/'-r-/;'­

Attest 

Substantive Review Keeper 

Entered in the 
National Register 

-

Attest 

{rf:eper 

Attest 

75. Geyer and AdamsDJJk a~WN EuR -~~t ~~!~~~N Keeper 

- T6. Christ The King Church 

77. Smith House 

78. Mann House 

_ 79. : SAU at El Dorado 
I . 

80. Carnell, Ella, Hall 

Attest 

S'Jb<Jf- .... rttv R'evf Keeper 

Ent ered 1n t he 
'f'\+-4..., '11 , ~"' + 

Entered In ta· 
.. •" "P · to 

Attest 

~per ~ r~/z.,_/Jt.... 
Attest 

Heeper ~v'-V.r'­
Attest 

f.v .hev " Keeper !&L~.L;JJ;c!l/2~ 
cugpi p~ 4J<MA F~/JJ/ ©-

Enter"9a !it tEa 
r .. ton R -g1ster 

Attest 

~eper 
Attest 

cxfd~~ { ._(Z--../;.._ 



· ·- - -- --··· . --·-·- - ---- -----·· -- -- ---··- --- - ··- - -- .... - ·---- --- ---- ·-·-·-· 

~ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOniC' PLACES 
lnlt ... StaW. D1"1 til 1111 el ._ .... .._ 
~•Uonal P•'* lerftc. 

- I 

Christ The King- Church (Thompson, Charles L., Design 
Collection TR) 
Sebastian County 
ARKANSAS 

resubmisslon 
nomlnat ion by penon or foc•l government 
owner objection 
appeal 

Substantive Review: 

Reviewer's comments: 

I 
_sample _request 

£VALUATION I RETURN SHEET . 

AC C E PT-'--1---i...~-
_RETURN __ _ 
__ REJECT ______ _ 

Federal Agency: ____________ __ 

.:..._ appeal _ NR decision 

Recom./Cr~~~~~~-c _________ _ 
Reviewer ¥~~2 

~~~~ipllne t/ b(~~~ 
_ ... coAtlnuatlon sheet 

·Nomination returned for: _technical corrections cited below 
_substantive reasons diacuaud below 

j 1. Name 

( 2. Location 

I) 3. Classification ......., ....... 
J 4. Owner of Property 

/ 5. Location of Legal Description 

J!: Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. D_escription 

0 ..... -­_ __, --
Clledl­---- -­_ ....... -­_ _.,..,_ 

Clledl­_ ....... _ _ _.,. .... _ 
----- ....... - ........ (lr~....,..... ... ,,. I II 

--T -

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/ Integ rl ty 
dates 
boundary selection 

,.. ... 



8. Significance 

...... .,_ .... F1671 I 01 Ill ... ,......,-..... .......... 
• 9 .......... - ..... ...... 

J ~ummary paragraph ? completeness 
clarity 

~ -applicable criteria 
::Z: justification of areas 

checked 

..L 

±: 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of Integrity 

to significance 
justification of exceptic.n 
other 

-J 1. Major Bibliographical References 

.J t 0. Geographical Data 

~------~-----------• e.,.,.---------­
-'"'*"=-

....... ._..., .. . ................ .... 

J 11. Form Prepared By 

j 12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification ,.._ .. ____ ,..,...., ____ : 
--.... ~,.,-·-·""- ........... .. 

13. Other 

_Maps 
_~ Photographs 

_ . Other 

... 
·-- lOci ' 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to---------------

Signed--------------
Date ________________ _ 

Phone : 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for •ny Item may be continued on •n •ttached sheet 





STRUCTURES IN ARKANSAS REPRESENTED BY THE 
CHARLES L. THOMPSON DESIGN COLLECTION -
A THEMATIC GROUP 
Code Number: SB-082 (Christ the King Church) 
Greenwood Ave. at South "S" Street, 
Fort Smith, Arkansas 

Photographed by: Greg Hursley 
March, 1982 
~egative on file at AHPP 
Viewed from the Southwest 
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