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Historic Nane John Proctor House

Use Present Residence
OrlQinal Residence
DECRIPTION

Date ca 1/00

Source deeds, documents, observation
Style -I'irn'A - Period

Architect  Unknown
Exterior V&l Fabric Shingle

Qut bui | di ngs 20th c. house on sar-e | ot .

Major Alterations (wth dates) porch added,

1850: earaee, 20th c.

Condition Fair: very V rerr.amnE
evi dence

Mved No Cat e NMA

Acr eace | ess than one aers

Setting House isver”s closetc”""-y szeet

hidden by | aree fence. 'IR"'c-'r-brrhoPv jr?

residential v/iith cne acre house |ots and

m xed 20th c. dates cf construction.

Recorded byKatbherine H Hax

Organi zation Boston University

Tats T: ecenber 13. 1935
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Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Proctor House

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Proctor House retains integrity of location, materials, and

wor kmanship i nthesurvival of itslate First Period frame under
criterion C Itspresent floor plan i srepresentative of the growth
patterns of early houses, with additions nade during theFirst and Second
Periods as t heoccupants' needs increased. Because of t heanount of
hidden frame elements i nwhat 1 sprobably theoldest part of t he house,
the west first story front room future study i slikely toyield further
significant information about itsconstruction, thus qualifying i t under

Criterion O as.well.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Proctor House i sa five bay, 2 1/2 story shingled structure two cells
deep. An 18t hcentury twostory wing waps around theright rear corner,
and has a gabled roof perpendicular tothemin ridge. Atall central
chimey pierces thefront slope of theroof. A second tall, thin chimey
projects from therear gable-end of thewing. A onestory late 19th
century porch wraps around themain facade from thecentral projecting

| obby entrance east until i tmeets therear wing. The house probaly
evolved from a single cell structure (nowthefront west room, t owhich
the east room was added during theFirst Period. Therear additions
probably date t othe 18t hcentury. There i sa sem -attached 20th century

garage on t hewest side.

MAICR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

Al though similar late First Period features appear i nboth front rooms, a
brick addition t otheeast side of thechimey seens toindicate thatt he

west end may be slightly earlier. Thefirst floor west roomretainst he
only unrestored fireplace i nthehouse, with a large unfinished lintel
and a narrow snoke panel i ntherear. All other details of this roomar e

hi dden. The east first floor room has a longitudinal sumer beam with
bevel ed chanmfer andalmost triangular lamb's tongue stops. The original
rear girt (now between thefront andback roons) has a similar chamf er
and stops, andexhibits enmpty stud mortises from anoriginal rear wall.
The second floor west room ha”™a transverse summer beam with beveled
chamfers. The original chimey stack, with additions t ot heeast and
rear, i svisible i n theattic. The stack's location i nthefront slope
of theroof indicates that t heroof configurationi snot original, and
probably dates from the 18t hcentury addition totherear.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



I NVENTQRY FORM GONTT NUATI ON SHET Cenuijjnity: Form No:

MASSAGUSETTS HISTORICAL OMISSION PEABODY 30
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name Proctor House

Indicate each item on inventory fonn v*uch is being continued beow.

H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON

residents i n

The house has a long association with theProctor fami
t ot he 1650 s,
a

Ly,
the area since 1648. Thebuilding i straditionally dated
when John Proctor, who was hung during the Salemwitch trials i n 1692,
rented theproperty from Emmanuel Downing. Nevertheless, t he
characteristically late chamfers andstops suggest that the present
structure was built by Thorndi ke Proctor, John's son, when he bought t he
property from Charles Downing ca. 1700. The house remained i n the
Proctor family until 1851, when i t was bought by the Roone family. The

property was known as t he Robone Farmuntil i twassold i nthe 1940's.

Staple t olnventory form at bott g
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PRCPE Proctor, John, House
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MULTIPLE  First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
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STATE & GOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 24/ 90 DATE COF PENDI NG LI ST:  2/07/90
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 2/ 23/ 90 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/ 10/ 90
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 90000253
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CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
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FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

architectural classification

‘materials

Ndescriptive text

SI G\ FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria N
justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity tosignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
Us boundary justification
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



