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1«+ Exterior 
Address 348 Lowell Street 

_o V r ̂  ™ lot- firing- Historic Name John Proctor House 
38 transverse beam E room i s t ri o o r — 

30 rear plate with stud mortices — — 

Sketch flap; 

UTM REFERENCE 19 / 339-480 / 4710-650 

USGS QUADRAl̂ GLE Salem 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Use: Present Residence 

OrlQinal Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1700 

Source deeds, documents, observation 

Style - I ' i ^ ^ ' ^ Period 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Shingle 

Outbuildings 20th c. house on sarr-e l o t . 

Major Alterations (with dates) porch added, 

1850: earaee, 20th c. 

Condition Fair: very V rerr.aminE 

evidence 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreace less than one aers 

Setting House is ver^• close tc ̂ ^-y szreet 

hidden by laree fence. 'IP-''c-'r-brrhoPv jr? 

resid e n t i a l v/ith cne acre house lots and 

mixed 20th c. dates cf construction. 

Recorded byKatberine H. Hax 

Organization Boston University 

Tats T;ecenber 13. 1935 



IN\^NTORY FOR.M CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACKUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: Form No: 
PEABODY 80 

Property Name: Proctor House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Proctor House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , and 
workmanship i n the s u r v i v a l of i t s l a t e F i r s t Period frame under 
c r i t e r i o n C. I t s present f l o o r plan i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the growth 
patterns of e a r l y houses, w i t h a d d i t i o n s made durin g the F i r s t and Second 
Periods as the occupants' needs increased. Because of the amount of 
hidden frame elements i n what i s probably the olde s t p a r t of the house, 
the west f i r s t s t o r y f r o n t room, f u t u r e study i s l i k e l y t o y i e l d f u r t h e r 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n f o r m a t i o n about i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n , thus q u a l i f y i n g i t under 
C r i t e r i o n D, as . w e l l . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Proctor House i s a f i v e bay, 2 1/2 s t o r y shingled s t r u c t u r e two c e l l s 
deep. An 18th century two s t o r y wing wraps around the r i g h t rear corner, 
and has a gabled roof perpendicular t o the main r i d g e . A t a l l c e n t r a l 
chimney pierces the f r o n t slope of the roof. A second t a l l , t h i n chimney 
p r o j e c t s from the rear gable-end of the wing. A one s t o r y l a t e 19th 
century porch wraps around the main facade from the c e n t r a l p r o j e c t i n g 
lobby entrance east u n t i l i t meets the rear wing. The house probaly 
evolved from a s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e (now the f r o n t west room), t o which 
the east room was added duri n g the F i r s t Period. The rear a d d i t i o n s 
probably date to the 18th century. There i s a semi-attached 20th century 
garage on the west s i d e . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Although s i m i l a r l a t e F i r s t Period features appear i n both f r o n t rooms, a 
b r i c k a d d i t i o n to the east side of the chimney seems to i n d i c a t e t h a t the 
west end may be s l i g h t l y e a r l i e r . The f i r s t f l o o r west room r e t a i n s the 
only unrestored f i r e p l a c e i n the house, w i t h a large u n f i n i s h e d l i n t e l 
and a narrow smoke panel i n the rear. A l l other d e t a i l s of t h i s room are 
hidden. The east f i r s t f l o o r room has a l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam w i t h 
beveled chamfer and almost t r i a n g u l a r lamb's tongue stops. The o r i g i n a l 
rear g i r t (now between the f r o n t and back rooms) has a s i m i l a r cham.f er 
and stops, and e x h i b i t s empty stud mortises from an o r i g i n a l rear w a l l . 
The second f l o o r west room ha^ a transverse summer beam w i t h beveled 
chamfers. The o r i g i n a l chimney stack, w i t h a d d i t i o n s t o the east and 
rear, i s v i s i b l e i n the a t t i c . The stack's l o c a t i o n i n the f r o n t slope 
of the roof i n d i c a t e s t h a t the roof c o n f i g u r a t i o n i s not o r i g i n a l , and 
probably dates from the 18th century a d d i t i o n to the rear. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAGiUSETTS HISTORICAL OMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccnujjnity: Form No: 
PEABODY 30 

Property Name: Proctor House 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn v*uch is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house has a long a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the Proctor f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t s i n 
the area since 1648. The b u i l d i n g i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y dated to the 1650's, 
when John Proctor, who was hung during the Salem w i t c h t r i a l s i n 1692, 
rented the property from Emmanuel Downing. Nevertheless, the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y l a t e chamfers and stops suggest t h a t the present 
s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t by Thorndike Proctor, John's son, when he bought the 
property from Charles Downing ca. 1700. The house remained i n the 
Proctor f a m i l y u n t i l 1851, when i t was bought by the Roome f a m i l y . The 
property was known as the Roome Farm u n t i l i t was so l d i n the 1940's. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t OB 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Proctor, John, House 
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MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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architectural classification 
'materials 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


