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United States Department of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name /3u_~ ~ 

historic Beebe: Missouri-Pacific Railroad Depot 

and/or common Beebe Depot 

2. Location 

street & number Center Street 

city, town Beebe 

state Arkansas 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

_ vicinity of 

code 05 county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 

_ being considered 
_x__ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

congressional district 

White 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
----X-- commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

DATA SHEEl 

_ not for publication 

Second 

code 145 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

name Missouri-Pacific Railroad rrl r--s . C.. .B. C- u..rre;tt 

street & number 210 North Thirteenth Street 

city, town St. Louis _ vicinity of 
{6e,e_ 'oe.) A R 7 ~b I~ 

state Mj ssourj 

5. Location of L~gal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Circuit Clerk's Office 

street & number County Courthouse 

city, town Searcy state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

63103 

title Arkansas Rail road Depot Survey has this property been determined elegible? ·_yes ---X- no 

date 1976 _federal ____x_ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Arkansas H.i s tori c Preservation Program 

city, town Little Rock state Arkansas 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_ good 
__x_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins __x_ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_1__ original site 
_ moved date __________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The design of the Missouri-Pacific Railroad Depot in Beebe is similar 
to that of several other contemporary Mo-Pac depots in Arkansas . A hipped 
roof with wide overhanging eaves and exposed rafters surmounts the structure. 
The rectangular, one-story depot is faced in red brick. A telegrapher's bay, 
positioned on the east elevation of the building, faces the railroad tracks . 
Triangular-shaped wooden brackets are located under the eaves of the roof . 
Windows and doors are rectangular in shape, possess transoms and are topped 
with cut-stone lintels. Three chimneys break the roofline. The fenestration 
is symmetrical. A cut-stone belt-course wraps around the depot approximate­
ly three-feet above ground level. A wooden loading platform is positioned 
on the northeast corner of the building . 

·- A d i ~tinct:iv~ . P:arapett ed gable that caps the- telegrapher's bay on the 
east elevation of the stru~~ure contributes to the architectural importance 
of the Mo-Pac Depot . Unlike most features of the Beebe Depot, the parapet­
ted gable is a design characteristic not common to the Missouri-Pacific de­
pots of the period. The parapet which tops the gable is shaped in the form 
of the upper half of a pentangle . The star-shaped parapet terminates in ter­
ra-cotta coping. 

Only one major alteration affects the exterior appearance of the depot. 
The original red tile of the roof has been replaced with composition shingl­
ing. Thi ? alter.a tion was necessitated by the fact that the original tile 
roof had deteriorated to a degree which endangered the entire building. 

The interior of the depot is divided into three plain rooms. None pos­
sess significant detail work. 

The Beebe Depot is located fifteen feet east of the Miss·our~i - Pacific 
Railroad track right-of-way. The building i s . no longer .. us ed by the· rail­
road as a depot and a chain-link fence separates it from the track right­
of-way . ! The Mo-Pac Depot is being leased from the Missouri-Paci f~c Railroad 
by Dr. and Mrs . George Byrne Garrett who plan to restore the building for 
commercial use . 
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The owner of the Beebe Depot is: 

Mrs. G.B. Garrett 
Post Office Box A 
Beebe 
Arkansas 72012 

The owner of the property upon which the Beebe Depot sits is: 

Missouri-Pacific Railroad 
210 North 13th Street 
St. Louis 
Missouri 63103 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- 140(}-1499 
- 150(}-1599 
- 160(}-1699 
- 170(}-1799 
- 180(}-1899 
_x_ 190(}-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
-X- architecture __ education __ military __ social! 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
-X- commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications _x_ industry __ politics/government ----X- transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1 91 0 Builder/ Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one ~aragr~ph) 
,. 

The Missouri-Pacific Railroad Depot in Beebe was built in 1910 at a cost 
of approximately $5,000 .00 . It is typical of the small, brick depots built 
by the Missour-i-Pacific Railroad in several Arkansas towns during the early 
part of the Twentieth Century . Because of its excellent state of preservation, 
the Beebe Depot is a significant example of its architectural type. The archi­
tectural importance of the depot was recognized by the Arkansas State Review 
Committee in 19.76 . After reviewing survey materi.al ~ gathered on the 110 sur­
viving depots in Arkansas, the Committee rated the Mo-Pac Depot in Beebe as 
one of the twenty-eight most architecturally significant such structures _ in 
the state. In addition to its architectural significance, the Mo-Pac Depot 
in Beebe visually represents the importance that the railroad has played in 
the history of the town . Beebe was founded as a fueling and loading stop 
along the Cairo and Fulton line, which laid track in the area in 1872. The 
town was named for Roswell Beebe, an important promoter for and investor in 
the Cairo and Fulton . Much of subsequent economic development and stability 
of the community has been dependent upon rail service. Early settlement in 
Beebe occurred on both sides of the Cairo and Fulton ·track right rof-way. The 
right-of-way has continued to be a major factor in shaping the physical lay­
out of the community . By providing a means for the transport of heavy materi­
als, the railroad was responsible for the establishment of a sawmill in 1886, 
the first important industry in Beebe . The ope ration. of the mill was depen­
dent upon rail service . Logs gathered from the surrounding countryside were 
processed in the ~ . Beebe sawmill and the finished lumber was shipped by rail. 
The Cairo and -Ful t on line-was ; incorporated into the St. Louis and Iron Mount­
ain Railroad system before the end of the Nineteenth Century. At a later date 
the name of: the-St ... Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad was changed t b :the Mis­
souri-Pacific Railroad. The organizational changes that occurred in the rail­
road lines which operated in Beebe did not affect the location of the origin­
al track right-of-way . The geographic coordinants of the Missouri-Pacific 
Railroad right-of-way are still identical to those of the original Cairo and 
Fulton Railroad right-of-way . The Missouri-Pacific Railroad replaced the old 
Cairo and Fulton depot building with the Missouri-Pacific Depot in 1910. Dur­
ing its years of operation, the Mo-Pac Depot was used for both freight and 
passenger service. The processing of agricultural products has been one of 
the bulwarks of the Beebe economy and the Mo-Pac Depot has served as the ter­
minal from which such commodities as processed strawberries and ginned cot-
ton were shipped to market. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Ferguson, John L. and J. H. Atkinson. Historic Arkansas. Little Rock: Arkansas 

History Commission, 1966. 
Johnson, Claude E. The Humorous History of White County, Arkansas. 
Muncy, Lee. Searcy, Arkansas: A Frontier Town Grows Up With America. 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre. 
Quadrangle name Beebe. Arkansas Quadrangle scale 1 /24, 000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Please see continuation sheet. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

~tate code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Mike Shinn. Historian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date April 7, 1978 

street&numberSuite 500,_ Continental Bldg. telephone (501) 371-2763 

city or town Little Rock state Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortJl..Qy the Heritage Conservati<»l'11m! Recreation Sendee. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

date /2..-

... 
GPO 938 635 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

LEASE 
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PAGE 

From the intersecting easterly line of South Second Street, measure north­
eastwardly, along Carrier's northerly right-of-way line, thirty-five feet, for 
the point of beginning; thence continuing norhteastwardly, along last described 
course, 103 feet; thence southeastwardly, at right angles from last described 
course, seventy feet, approximately, to a point fifteen feet distant, measured 
northwestwardly, at right angles from the center line of Carrier's west main 
track; thence southwestwardly, parallel with Carrier's west main track, 103 
feet; thence northwestwardly, seventy feet, aproximately, to the point of be­
ginning, containing 7,210 square feet, more or less. 



o M 

· Property 

State Working Number i- j 3_ ?tg. 37~ 

HISTORIAN 
Although the categories in which this building is being nominated ~A/ 
are mentioned, I find the contextual information especially weak. · fl 
It is a statement that could be made about virtually every RR structures . ') o-

Il.. - .S . ' 

. . - 7~ --
4L71pl/q 4?7 $;4/11/fr?o /0£ ~:-';77$~/t-~/ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
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National Register Write-up 
r .. 

Federal Register Entry 
' 

OTHER 
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Inventory __ _ 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
Ke.1on..u 

Send-back /J, IY 7g 
Re-submit l£-;,;'f-t 79 

~ 

~ 

L~\)\.q,t-

\ ~/u/~s 
BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER. 

Entered 

I NT:2106-74 

United States Department of t~ Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 



NAME OF PROPERTY Beebe Railroad station STATE Arkansas ---------------------
The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED. 

~ Description: Please describe the changes that the building has undergone. 

~ Statement of Significance: Although we recognize that most railroad stations 

represent travel patterns and business impacts that are of importance to the 

development of their communities, we think that here, as in other nominations, 

the Earticular associative value of the depot should be discussed. What businesses 

survive? ( What size community 

~ Bibliography: _r_e_pr_e_s_e_n_t_e_d __ h_er_e_?----~---------------------------------------------­
ltOI G~ographical Data-- Acreage: 

~ 

UTM Reference(s) : 

Verbal Boundary Description : Given the concern that many 

railroads feel about nomination of their property, we think 

that it is especially important for depots to have verbal 

Certification: boundary descriptions which delineate clea 1 h th it igh · · r Y w e er the 
~a 1 t-of-way is i actuded. 

Photographic Coverage: r"' 7~ $#/ltl'/f-r-60 /*?-P/.U?fw£ 11/.e.b? ~ -<:'HPN ~ ?/#1"/.f 

Map Coverage: 

Other: Please provide the date signed by the SHPO. 

~~e. Cor~ ~~~~~\ ~ 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to t\,qv=cr\\" She,..=fy 

on the National Register staff, telephone :>.0 1 ,. 3'13. ''tO I 

Thank _you for yo·ur attention to the above items. \ .. ;..>" 
~~ ~ ~ Date: _\ __ z.~/ti--'-/~7f>~-----

Chief, Branch of Registration 

United States Department of the Interior ~ Heritage Conservation .and Recreation Service . 



1 /o or;t_ffo) 

State ~ Working Number - • ..23. g>~:i93~1~mL ~ 
(f_~ ~ 

TECHNICA~ 
Photos~ 
Maps ~ 

• 

~·~?.a&• ~ J..CL . ....,.,.. .... ~ ... 1 CONTROL 

II.~ 
HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

Architectural Description is repeated in #8 where a more 
detailed description follows the significance statement . 
Architectural significance is well justified in context of 
other Arkansas Railroad Stations , and comraercial, industrial 
and transportation significance is adequately justified. 

signature and date are missing which necessitates return. 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 

Send-back 0 ,J._(J, 7 q 
Re-submit 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory -

Review 

KEEPER 

Entered 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service . 



. . -"------'----=-----··-~··· - .. .:... _ _ J.Ar. _____ - ---- __ ,_ _ _ ___ .. ___ --- · ··-----· __ ;,..:._ . _ . _ ---- - - - ---- - - --~ .. 

NAME OF PROPERTY Beebe Railroad Station STATE Arkansas 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITIED. 

~ Description: Architectural description is repeated in #§, but more informa-

tion is provided in #8 than #7. Suggest merging #8 description wjth #7· 

~ Statement of Significance: Architectural significance is well justified iri 

context of other Arkansas Railroad Stations , and cormnercial, industrial 

and transportation signif-icance is adequately justified. 

~ Bibliography: -~-~---------~~~~~~~~~--~~~~-~~~­
~10) ~eographical Data-- Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

.:..2,.Certification: SHPO . signature and date are missing . 

Photographic Coverilge: --------------------------~ 

Map Coverage: -----------------------------------------------------
'-

.::::=.stions concerning this nomination may be directed to _-_G_a_l-e __ .;..B_r _o_o_k_s __ · --------------- --- " - - ---·­

the ~ Nationa1 Register staff. telephone (202) 345-6401 

~nk you for your cattention to the above items. 

_· ~. ~l 
~ef. Branch of Registration INT azt- ~s-'t• 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 

• -· 
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~~-:::-ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Suite 500, Continental Building· Markham and Main· Little Rock. Arkansas 72201 
May 18, 1978 

Missouri-Pacific Railr.~~ 
210 North 13th Street.j. 
St. Louis, MO 

Phone (501) 371-2763 

Missouri-Pacific Passenger Depot 
Beebe, White County 

Dear Sirs: 

The staff of the eservation Program is preparing a 
National Register nomination for the above captioned property which will 
be presented to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their June meeting. 
If approved, the nomination will be submitted to the National Register 
office in Washington for final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, 
buildings, objects and districts from all across the country that are 
worthy of preservation. Entry in the National Register is an honor which 
places an obligation on a private owner. It does, however, provide 
protection through comment by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects that might affect 
a National Register property. 

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which 
Section 2124 refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed 
you will find an information sheet on that tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's 
nomination, please contact Sandra Taylor Smith of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, 
sign and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. 
We would appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the 
nomination of this property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days 
your approval will be assumed. 

s~ Wcr<b~ 
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomination of the above 
of Historic Places. Yes 

property to tL ~iona.l ;R,egister v ~~1: 
--"---

Comments: 

~rf.:Y~-
A DiVISIOn of the Deportment of Manses Natural Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportunity F-mpolyer. 
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MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD Co. 
hJ 0 

kJl a~ 
r 

MISSOURI-ILLINOIS RAILROAD COMPANY iJ:rt 1000 WEST 4TH STREET 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72114 

TEL. AREA CODE 50 1 372 -6221 

C . E. DETTMANN 
GENERAL MANAGER September 15, 1978 

C . D . BARTON 
DISTRI CT ENGINEER 

B . E . KERLEE E . A . JONES 
ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER 

MECHANICAL SUPERINTENDENT 

J . B . McCORMACK 
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Willia~ J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington, D. c. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

M . W. BLAES 
ASSISTANT TO GENERAL MANAGER 

LAND, LEASES, CONTRACTS 

File: K-2 - 77797 

Reference is made to your letter of August 30, 1978, your File: 
H-32-NR, advising that the Railroad Station at Beebe, Arkansas has been nominated 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Missouri Pac~fic Railroad Company does not own the building but does 
own the land on which the building is situated. 

Very truly yours, 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: 

To/FRoM: 

ADDRESS: 

STAFF MEMBER: 

REPORT: 

DATE: 4 ·28· 7<f 

PHONE: 5tJI·~~ 
DIVISION: ;1) R 



WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
1330 LONGWORTH 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-2506 

QCongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
J}oust of ~tprt5tntatibt5 
Rla~ington, l\.<4:. 20515 DISTRICT OFFICE: 

1527 FEDERAL BUILDING 
700 WEST CAPITOL 

LITTLE ROCK , AR 72201 
(501) 378-5941 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Departrrent of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

February 2, 1979 

Mrs. Sandra Garrett has contacted me regarding a recent nomina­
tion for the National Register. I understand that the Beebe Railroad 
Station (Dr. George Byrne Garrett, 310 Main, Beebe, Arkansas 72012, 
#H32-NR) was nominated several rronths ago for inclusion in the National 
Register. 

Dr. and Mrs. Garrett report that they have been in contact with 
state and federal officials concerning the nomination of their 
property; hc:Mever, they have not received a decision and are concerned 
with the delay. 

I 'MJuld appreciate your advising me of the current status of the 
Garreett property, as well as letting me knc:M when a final decision on 
this matter can be expected. Thank you for your CCXJperation. 

EB/dyl 

Sincerely, 

~un_;e~~~~~~e 
Member of Congress 



I 
i fROM: 

1 
l 

~ ·.r. 
;{ . 
I DESIGNATION: 

J , .;;RTAGli 

SUBJECT: 

rl 

I L. ._ .. 
'1 OEC . 1971 

' . , 
- -

NUMBER: POR- 6907 
REMARKS: 

eply ;or Dir Sig . 

RFRD: RFRO: 

DAT E: DATE: 

~(te r.ue'!:lc Railrv~'' r-tat..on on the 
' :) . 

I . 11 11'' ~ . / ., ... 
; , L ' " 
)/ 

BUREAU OF OUTDOOR RECREATION 

•' 

RFR D: 

DATE: 

ACK'O: I 
r 

~S~I~GN~E~D,----------~ 

DATE REPLY DU E: 

2/20 



1132-

B 23 1878 

d Bethun . 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

~ Railroad Station 

Ferguson-Calderara House 

ARKANSAS 

DEC I I 1979 

Location 

Beebe 
White County 

Fort Smith 
Sebastian County 

Also ~otified 

Honorable David H. Pryor 

Honorable Dale Bumpers 
Honorable Ed Bethune 
Honorable John P. Hammerschmidt 

~Byers/bjr 12/ 17 / 79 

State Historic Ereservation Officer 
Ms. Joan Baldridge 
Director , Arkansas Historic Preservation 

Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and ~lain Streets 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



June 3, 1980 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Pho ne: (501) 371 -2763 

Please find endosed a continuation sheet for the Inventory-Nomina­
tion form for the Beebe Depot, Beebe (White County), Arkansas. 

Thank you. 

Williams Baldri e 
Historic Preservation Officer 

A Div ision of the Deportment of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equa l Opportun ity Employer 
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I. 

I.STE·R DATA 
)NA, 'E ~ i 

eebe Railroad 
"' on federal register: ~)OTHER NAMES 

issouri Pacific Station 
.u 1 LO(..Ar ON 

enter St. 

OARCHEOLOGY- prehistoric-2 

0 ARCHEOLOGY- historic·! 

0 AGRICULTURE -3 

0 ARCH I lECTURE -4 

0 ART-5 

functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: 

_u_m__,b_e_r 

0 COMMERCE- 6 

0 COMMUNICATIONS - 7 

0 CONSERVATION- 8 

0 ECONOMICS- 9 
0 EDUCATION-10 

architectural style(s): 

8NAMES .rive role & date 
PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

8NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP 

-- --- L 

0 ENTERTAINMENT·26 0 LAW-16 

0 EXPLORATION ·12 0 LITERATURE -17 

0 HEALTH· 27 0 MILITARY-18 

0 INDUSUY-13 0MUSIC·19 

0 INVEIITIDN·14 0 PHILOSOPHY- 20 

vicinity of 

0 RELIGION-22 

0 SCIENCE· 23 0 URBAN PLANIIING·31 
0 SOCIAL/HUMAIIITARIAN-24 0 OTHER (SPECIFY) 

0 SOCIAL I CULTURAL· 30 
0 TRANSPORTATION·25 

dates tf initial construction: 
111ajor altlrltiens: 

histeric ewents: 

st: 

'oldest'O 

'only' 0 

ETHNIC GROUP 
ASSOCIATION 

iew•rs initiels date IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER& PUT ON REVERSE·--------------·-···· 


