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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 
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Town B r o o k l i n e MRA 

Address L i n d e n S t r e e t 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo niimber 

n !| Historic Name V4 0 U 

Use: Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 

• '. ' or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 
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Recorded by L e s l i e L a r k i n 

Organization B r o o k l i n e H i s t o r i c a l Com. 

Date F a l l , 19 80 

r e s i d e n t . ! a l 

Ownership:cn Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner Tsa^r ' ^ i r h 

DESCRIPTION: ' ' ' k ' f i 

Date 18HU-1855 

Source maps 
Greek R e v i v a l / 

Style I t a l i a n a t e . w i t h mansard r o o f 

Arch i t ec t T n f o r m . a t i o n n o t a v a i l a b l e 

Ex te r io r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d 

Outbui ldings_ none ' 

Major alterations (with dates) 
Poech r e s t o r e d , 19 80 

roof a l t e r e d - probably l a t e 1860's 
s i d e porch removed - date unknown 
3rd f l o o r added to e l l - 1980, a l s o 
t r i p l e dormer added i n f r o n t 

Moved From corner of Date 18 86 
Harvard and L.inden 

Approx. acreage 10,398 sq . f t . 

This housa i s set oloco t o 
the l o t , l i n e on the r i g h t s i d e , but 
hfls a wider side yard on the l e f t , 
now used as a driveway. 

^^-I '+ l - lO 

Boston South Quadrangle 
TJM Reference: 19/ 325430/4688880 
Map #: 41 

(Staple additional sheets here) , . v 
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9 Linden Place meets NR c r i t e r i a A,B,and C and i s one o f a smal l number o f houses s t i l l 
s t and ing which were once p a r t o f the o r i g i n a l 1843 Linden Place r e s i d e n t i a l s u b d i v i s i o n . 
This house i s an unusual combinat ion o f the Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e and was b u i l t 
by one o f the i n c o r p o r a t o r s and benefac to r s o f the Boston Theo log i ca l Seminary (now Boston 
University). Due to extensive later construction in the area, this house and other 

survivors of the Linden Place iuuuivision are being nominated individually. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

Number 9 L inden S t . i s an unusual mansard house. I t has a h i g h curved s l a t e 
r o o f w i t h pedimented dormers, m o d i l l i o n s under wide eaves, a d i s t i n c t i v e 
Greek Key m o t i f on the f r i e z e , and a s t r i n g course and corner boards. A 
double window a t the f i r s t f l o o r f r o n t has a s i n g l e l i n t e l over i t , and the 
band of t h r e e narrow windows on the second f l o o r i s topped by three arches. 
I n renova t ions made i n 1980, a t r i p l e dormer window was put i n over these, 
a t h i t ^ f l o o r added t o the rear e l l , and the s ide porch was r e s t o r e d . The 
mansard r o o f was probably added i n the l a t e 1860's; a very s i m i l a r house, 
b u i l t i n 1852 and w i t h a mansard r o o f added i n 1869, can be seen a t 20 
Sacramento S t . i n Cambridge. . , 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Linden S t r e e t and Place were l a i d o u t , w i t h house l o t s , i n 1843 by Thomas 
A s p i n w a l l Dav i s , who bought up shares i n the f a m i l y land f r o m h i s b ro the r s 
and e s t a b l i s h e d one of the e a r l y developments i n B r o o k l i n e . Linden Park, 
oppos i te t h i s house, was he ld i n common by the householiders surrounding i t . 
(See i n v e n t o r y fo rm f o r 29 Linden Place f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n on the d e v e l ­
opment) . 

Isaac Rich bought a l a r g e l o t a t the corner of Linden and Harvard S t ree t s 
and b u i l t t h i s house sometime between 1844 and 1855. R i c h , who was born 
i n W e l l f l e e t i n 1801, became i n v o l v e d i n the s h i p p i n g business w i t h Edward 
Snow and owned a packet l i n e which ran t o New Orleans. He a l so e s t a b l i s h ­
ed Isaac R i c h & Co. , dea lers i n cured , s a l t e d , and p i c k l e d f i s h a t #35 
Commercial S t . The f i r m , i n which Rich was a pa r tne r w i t h a r e l a t i v e , 
Thomas A. R i c h , who l i v e d a t 38 Babcock S t . , Edward S. Dane, and W i l l i a m 
H. West, prospered and exported d r i e d f i s h t o the West I n d i e s and Europe. 
R ich became one of the w e a l t h i e s t men of h i s t ime and l e f t the grea ter p a r t 
o f h i s f o r t u n e t o Boston U n i v e r s i t y ( then known as Boston T h e o l o g i c a l Sem­
i n a r y ) o f which he was one of the i n c o r p o r a t o r s and a t r u s t e e f rom 1869 
u n t i l h i s dea th . He bought 29 acres of A s p i n w a l l l and on the h i l l of t h a t 
name and gave i t t o B . U . , which e v e n t u a l l y developed the land and so ld o f f 
hguse l o t s . U n i v e r s i t y Road i s named f o r B. U. 

By 1871 t h i s house belonged t o Edward E. F loyd , of Floyd Bros &< Co. , a d ry 
gcJods concern a t 93 Summer S t . i n Boston. Between 1884 and 1888 Floyd moved 
the house t o i t s present l o c a t i o n i n order t o a l l o w commercial development 
a long Harvard S t r e e t on i t s former s i t e , iilie house s t i l l stands wi thin the ..̂ -̂ .̂  
bomdaries of i t s l o t i n the original Lincfen Place SIJDdivision. 

BIBLIOGRAPm^ and/or REFERENCES . k '' , ., ' 

A t l a s e s , 1874-1888 ' " " * 
Maps, 1844, 1855, 1871 ' fi * 
Area Form f o r A s p i n w a l l H i l l , BHC, 1978-79 
Boston and B r o o k l i n e D i r e c t o r i e s , 1874 
Mid Cambridge. Cambridge H i s t . Comm., Cambridge, MA, 1967, p . 69 
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(7-81) 
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National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Nanie î rnnVlinp MA 
State MASSACHTTSKTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Harris, John, House 
and Farm , 

^/-^ 

32. Heath, Char le s , House 

Date/Signature . 

^ , , „..^er pfiA^-^-^-^'^-^^^f^h^ ^ > yo/r?/s 
lational Betl«<l«r* 

Attest 

aitBritf T« «gr ^^eeper ^ f i ^ o .....^.^^.jT^yc.^^ 
lational 3e«ister 

Attest 

33. Heath, Ebenezer, House Intsrefl 1« t S i 

nc^eper ^7<2cZ.^w:g^. 

34. Holyhood Cemetery 

35. House <^ 
(4 Perry St.) 

36. House 
(9 Linden St.) 

37. House-t^ 
(12 Linden. St. ) 

38. House 
(12 Vernon St.) 

39. House6^ 
(19 Linden St.) 

House 
(53 Linden St.) 

latioaal Begistar ^ 
•"̂  Attest 

Ent«r«€ la tlMl •^Steeper p^xkl*-^..<~<y^''^<^-^ 
Hational iBflster 

Attest 

National IM^ataF 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

House (Brookline MRA) ( ^ f X ' 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

'̂3 
41985 

CD resubmission 

im nomination by person or local government 

• owner objection 

ED appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample CD request 

m 
Working No. / / 
Fed. Reg. D a t e T ^ ^ Z Z l 
Date Due: ^ 0/ 3 AJ^-
Action: i>-<cCCEPT / & -/ 7 - k \ 

Bartarea in MUm RETURN 
national BugtMlra REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

CD appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquiiltlon 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CD good 
• fair 

CD deteriorated 
CD ruins 
CD unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity ; - i , : " ' 
CD alterations/integrity . « ~ 
0 dates , , 
1 I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 
moved date. 



8. Significanoa 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 

CD completenessji^ 4 H t 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CJ justification of exception 
CD other 

/. f' < : r .•••\ I.. • -. ^ 

: ' • ^ • 1! - / 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

•.'s*. r 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certifieation 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: . •̂••- . national state local 

^ • •' • 
.f.'.- • .. . ... 

• .^'--K 'ii 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature * J - '•'•'"'• . ,. • - f. • 'ifi '•••:-
i 

title date 
. -f..:f^ 

•i 
13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 












